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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

With the increasing influence of foreigners involved in commerce, transportation,
and religious activities in particularly northeastern China during the latter half of
the 19" Century, a xenophobic nationadlistic secret society, which had
heretofore existed in the 18" Century, again appeared.

Its name, as defined by the British, was “The Boxers™.

Commencing in 1899, the Boxers acfively and openly attempted to eliminate all
foreign influences, including attacking and killing merchants, missionaries,
Chinese Christians and foreign dignitaries. Those actions resulted in legations
and offices at Peking and Tientsin being reinforced with marines, albeit to be
besieged by the Boxers in June 1900, and the sending to China of naval and
military units from a number of countries to quell the uprising as well as to destroy
the Boxer Movement.

In that effort, the German Kaiser approved his Ministry of War's formation of a
combined naval and military force, which (‘The East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps')
was the strongest entity of all the nations involved and exceeded 20,000 military
and naval personnel under the command of Field Marshall Count von Waldersee.

In less than one year, the Boxers and the supporting Chinese military forces were
defeated and a peace treaty between China and the Allies was signed resulting
in China to pay reparations and having to agree to permit foreign garrisons to
remain in China.

Miller, Jerry H., “German Offices in China 1886-1917: Background & Evolution”,
The China Clipper, March, 2012, Volume 76, Number 3, Whole Number 435,
Pages 90-96, 106-108.




GERMAN INTERVENTION IN CHINA

EXHIBIT
This postal history exhibit, organized chronologically, shows the origin of German
presence in China, German military buildup and activity as a result of the
Boxer Uprising, the subsequent occupation period, and concludes with the end of
German military and postal presence in Chinain 1917.
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PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-1896
‘Pfennig’ Series

A GERMAN POSTAL AGENCY IN CHINA WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE
GERMAN CONSULATE AT SHANGHAI ON 16 AUGUST 1886
WITH FIRST DAY OF EFFECTIVE OPERATION ON 28 AUGUST

to facilitate communications overseas in support of German
commercial activities & investment in China.

USAGE: 28 August 1886 -
June 1894

EARLIEST KNOWN POSTMARK USE

Cert. Stever

28 AUGUST 1886

Commercial cover (Carlowitz & Co.), postmarked at Shanghai,
endorsed “Per Oder Via Brindisi”, sent to Frankfurt/Main, Germany,
37-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark:
(reverse)

“Frankfurt a. Main, 4 October 1886, 4-5 AM”

20 Pfennig ...
Single-weight (15 grams} international lefter-rate

One of three known covers with first-day postmark use.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-1896
‘Pfennig Series’

CONSULAR MAIL TO SWEDEN

17 JANUARY 1890

Registered
116 gram cover
sent by the
“Consulate General for
Sweden & Norway”
at Shanghai to
government offices at
Stockholm, Sweden.
38-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“24 February 1890”

120 Pfg..
UPU International
Registered Letter-Rate:

100 Pfg..
116 grams rated at

120 grams
(15 gr x 8 x 20 Pfg)
+

20 Pfg.. Registrafion fee



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886 - 1896
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

THREE-COLOR COMMERCIAL MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
VIA JAPAN & CANADA

MESSRS. SMITH & SCHIPPER,

P il

NEW YORK.

2 NOVEMBER 1892

Three-color franked fourth-weight-level commercial mail,
postmarked at the German Postal Agency at Shanghai,
routed via Japan & Canada to New York “Wall Street”.

Routing:
(Front & Reverse)

*2 November 1892: German Postal Agency Shanghai
*5 November 1892: Imperial Japanese Post Office

at Shanghai, China
* 9 November 1892: Imperial Japanese Post Office

at Yokohama, Japan
* “Via Vancouver" Endorsement: by rail to New York
* 30 November 1892: Armrival New York (Reverse)

80 Pfennig...
Fourth-weight level (45-50 grams) uru International Lelter-Rate



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-1896
‘RM 2.00 Internal Service Value'’

PARCEL POST FORM CARD COVERING THREE INSURED PARCELS

16 JUNE 1896

Parcel post card for three insured (RM 21,000.00)
2.8 Kg parcels (gold) sent to the German branch of the
‘Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation’
at Hamburg.
48-day transit time.

Bank Delivery Mark:
(Reverse)

“Hamburg, 3 August 1896”

2400 Pfennig...
(Block of 10 + 2 multiple franking of RM 2.00 service stamp)

800 Pig covered the parcel post &
insurance rates for each 2.8 kg parcel ..
320 Pfg = 5-kg flat rate +
480 Pig = 16 Pig for each
RM 240 Insured = 30x 0.16 for RM 21,000.00 value.

Reverse Side ex S. Wiesenthal

One of two known high-value multiple franking
insured parcel post cards.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency

Inland Locations .. PEKING
DOUBLE-FRANKED MAIL TO GERMANY ‘Crown & Eagle Series’

China origin mail destined for overseas had to be processed by a foreign post office, since China
first became a UPU memberin March,1914.

MAIL SENT FROM AN INLAND CHINA LOCATION, WHERE NO FOREIGN POST OFFICE
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED, REQUIRED THE SENDER TO PAY THE INLAND CHINESE RATE FROM
THAT LOCATION TO SHANGHAI, WHERE A FOREIGN POST OFFICE EXISTED,

FOR FORWARDING OVERSEAS.

Between 1886-1897, mail franked with Chinese-Local, Chinese-Customs or Chinese
govermnment-issued postage as well as stamps of the applicable foreign post office
was rouvted through Chinese-Customs to a foreign post office.

Cert. Stever

 3JULY 1896
Double-franked clip-example for a double-weight letter

Cert. Stever
14 NOVEMBER 1891

Double-franked single-weight “Lady’s” cover postmarked at Peking with transit
through the Chinese Customs at Peking, Tientsin & Shanghai for forwarding to
Dresden, Germany, by the German Post Office at Shanghai.

&6 November: Lefter mailed at Peking
92 & 11 November:  Transit through the Peking, Tientsin &
Shanghai Customs (Postmarks/Reverse Side)

14 November: German Postal-Agency postmark at Shanghai
21 December: Arrival postmark (Reverse side) at Dresden,
Germany

3 Candarins covering the domestic letter-rate from Peking to
Shanghai with 20 Pfennig covering the single-weight
(15 grams) infemational letter-rate from Shanghai fo Germany.




PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Tientsin Postal Agency

1893 - 1900
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

Established in October, 1889, as a postal station
in the German Consulate,
THE TIENTSIN POSTAL STATION BECAME A
POSTAL AGENCY IN 1893
and a full post office in 1900.

1 SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial cover, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to a bank at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
34-day transit time.

Transit Postmarks:
(Front & Reverse)
“Shanghai, (Japanese Post Office), 16 September 1897
“Yokohama, Japan, September 1897”
“San Francisco, Cdlifornia, Paid-All, 29 September 1897”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Received Philadelphia, 5 October 1 PM”

40 Pfennig...
40 Pfg.. UPU infernational Double-Weight (15-30 grams) Lefter-Rate.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Tientsin Postal Agency
1893 - 1900
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

REGISTERED MAIL

COMMERCIAL SAMPLES
1 JUNE 1895

Register commercial
(Droste & Walter Company)

sample mail-tag,
postmarked

at Tientsin, sent to
Kobe, Japan.

30 Pfennig...

10 Pig: Samples
weighing
between 20-250 grams +
20 Pfg: Registry fee

PRINTED MATTER

23 NOVEMBER 1898

View-card,
endorsed
“Drucksache”,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sentto
Frankfurt/Main,
Germany,

Arnival Postmark:
(Front)
“Frankfurt/Main,
31 December
1898"

25 Piennig...
5 Pig:
UPU international

Printed-Matier Rate
+

20 Pig: Regishry Fee

Cert. Steuer



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Kiautschou Territory
1898-1914
German Protectorate

ON 6 MARCH 1898, A 99-YEAR LEASEHOLD AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED BETWEEN
GERMANY AND THE IMPERIAL CHINESE GOVERNMENT COVERING THE KIAUTSCHOU BAY
TERRITORY IN NORTHERN CHINA,
which subsequently became the home port facility of the German Far East Cruiser
Squadron, responsible for protecting the Far East and Pacific German Colonies,
Tenitories and Settlements.

fido

o
TSI MG s, 7 e

{ ‘ L ’:,_;_ ; /s}
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BAY TERRITORY £
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EARLY
KIAUTSCHOU-RELATED
NAVAL MAIL
T e A ; 75 MSP 38 = HMS GEFION
‘ e (Light Cruiser)
AR IR -'
e 8 FEBRUARY 1898

Pofttarte —  YWeltpoftverein

Special Naval Postal
Card postmarked on
board HMS Gefion ..
on route (mailed
between Aden &
Columbo, Ceylon)
to Kiautschou Naval
Base, sent to Coburg,
Germany.

: Carte postale — Union i)()slele universelle / &

Arrival Postmark:
“Coburg,
28 February 1898”

10 Pfennig...
Special Naval Postal
Card sold on-board for
5 Pfennig with German
Naval Command
subsidizing 5 Pfg.




PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Kiautschou Territory
1898-1914
‘Naval Field-Post’ Postmark

WITH THE ARRIVAL OF GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS AT “TSINTANFORT” ON
KIAUTSCHOU BAY ON 26 JANAURY 1898, USE OF A ‘GERMAN NAVAL
FIELDPOST' POSTMARK COMMENCED BEING USED AT
THE FIRST GERMAN POST OFFICE IN THE TERRITORY.

USAGE: 26 January 1898 -
12 March 1898

Exp. Dr. Steuer

OPENING OF THE FIRST POST OFFICE
FIRST DAY COVER USAGE

26 JANUARY 1898

Cover on ship’s stationery postmarked at Tsinfanfortf, Kiautschou,
sent on the day of opening of the German Naval Post Office to Bremerhaven, Germany.

Cover sent by the ship’s medical doctor aboard the North German
Lloyd transport steamer ‘Darmstadi’ (MSP 24), which also transported the
equipment & supplies for the first post office during its stay
at Kiautschou from 26 - 31 January 1898.

Arrival Postmark:
“Bremerhaven, 14 March 1898”

40 Pfennig...
Double-weight (30 grams) UPU International Letier-Rate.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

Kiautschou Territory

1898-1914
Postmark Evolution

The heretofore postmark designation “Tsintau .. China”
was again comrected in May 1899
NOW INDICATING “KIAUTSCHOU”",
ELIMINATING THE WORD “CHINA” FROM A NEW POSTMARK.

USAGE:

Early May 1898-
23 December 1899

14 JUNE 1899

Registered cover,
postmarked at
Tsintau,
Kiautschou,
sent to Jena,
Germany.
40-days transit
time.

Arnival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Jenaq,

24 July 1899

40 Pfennig...
(Stamps: 56°
‘China’ Overprint)
20 Pig..
Single-weight
(15 grams) UPU
International
Letier-Rate +
20 Pig.. Regisiraifion

Fee.



MARINE DETACHMENT MAIL PEKING
Siege of Peking 21 June - 14 August 1900

Between May-June 1900, foreign missionaries and Chinese Christians were murdered at
Paoting (Paotingfu) by “Boxers” altempting to remove foreign influence in China.

Foreigner flight to the legation-quarter of Peking took place, guarded by
340 soldiers & marines. Between 11-13 June 1900, the quarter
was under continuous Boxer attack.

WITH THE STREET MURDER OF IMPERIAL GERMAN EMISSARY BARON von KETTELER
ON 20 JUNE, PEKING WAS THEREUPON UNDER FULL SIEGE BY THE BOXERS.

To relieve Peking and reinforce Tientsin, also under attack, a relief column of 2400 marines
of different nationalities was organized under the command of British Admiral Seymour.
Upon fierce fighting about fifty kilometers from Peking, the relief column
retreated to Tientsin, unable to relieve Peking.

GERMAN-MARINE MAIL

12 JUNE 1900

Viewcard written by one of the 489 German Marines of
the ‘Seymour Relief Column’, postmarked at Tientsin, manuscript routing:
“Naval Mgil from The Maiine Delfachmeni”,

sent to Altenkirchen, Germany. 3%-day transit time.

Partial Text Translation:
“Since yesterday, we are here in Tientsin fo puf down the revoit by the Chinese.
We, from the “Irene” (German light cruiser), are here to profect the Germans,
while the ofther unifs march fo (relieve) Peking.”

Arrival Postmark:
“Altenkirchen, 21 July 1900”

5 Pfennig..
German military personnel postcard-rate for mail sent to Germany.



MARINE DETACHMENT MAIL Tientsin
Relief of Tientsin 13 July 1900

Retreating ‘Seymour Relief Column’ (attempting to relieve the siege of Peking),
returned to Tientsin on 26 June, also under heavy aitack by the Boxers.

With the addition of fresh marines from various dgllied navies,
SEYMOUR WAS ABLE TO REOCCUPY AND FREE TIENTSIN FROM ATTACK ON 13 JULY 1900.

FELDPOSTBRIETW

German Marine & Naval Personnel mail was free-frank when
the “Field-Post” handstamp “FELDPOSTBRIEF" was applied.

TR-JULY 1500 yasciesececeecacececese CHINA, 22ooonsponsasssssssssey
First Day of Freed ;‘Z POSTKARTE. — &m VEREIN. §'§
Tientsin v - S ARTE pog}‘ : gﬁ‘j_‘ E UNIVERS v
R Flﬁs&, -~ UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION» ol
Free-frank UPU Card, NA v v
marine fieldpost mail, ; z
postmarked at the Wlizi
German Post Office :;E S%F o
at Tientsin, sent o NS
Frankfurt/Oder, - e
Germany. v i
Arnival Postmark: E,' i
“Frankfurt (Oder), 1
30 August 1900 4
b
v
e ——

17 JULY 1900

/ & Free-frank fieldpost
‘ cover, postmarked at
?‘ku 444‘211&“7 . 4? é¢(4 the German Post
Office at Tientsin, sent
to a naval officer

aboard
the German Heavy

'\/ ¢ Cruiser
9N} %— “HMS Hertha'".



e Seldpofttarte

postmarked at
Leipzig, Germany, . %M
routed through the An den

Naval Post Office at
Beirlin to a marine
sergeant at Tsingtau,
Kiautschou.

Transit Postmark:
“Berlin C1 O,
3 August 1900”

Earliest usage of
seven known

NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Marine/Naval Mail to China August 1900

EARLY GERMAN MARINE & NAVAL MAILTO & FROM CHINA WAS ROUTED
THROUGH THE ‘NAVAL POST OFFICE’ AT BERLIN BY THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE (Reichspost).

Prior to having its own dedicated postmark,
the German Naval Post Office often
applied a “Berlin C1 O” transit mark
on mail sent to China.

/77

Batterie

/..._.._.....Kolonne

examples.
Deut{dhe Xeicbspoff |
Seldpofttarte | 23 AUGUST 1900
. Free-frank fieldpost
! form-card,
iy postmarked at

Leipzig, Germany,
sent to a seaman

¢/ﬂ 5 } aboard the
an Bord S. UT. Sdiff .., O ; German Transport
' Ship
: “HMS Wérth”
in Chinese Waters
(30 July 1900 -
9 August 1901)

Rompagnie | ... . Rolonne




NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN

Marine/Naval Mail to Germany 1900-01
EFFECTIVE 3 SEPTEMBER 1900, —__
THE NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN ‘iUV, A
APPLIED THEIR DEDICATED POSTMARK M

TO FREE-FRANK MAIL ROUTED TO THEIR
OFFICE ADDRESSED FOR
DELIVERY TO GERMAN DESTINATIONS.

POCSTBUREAU ;

(51601
o>

Feldpostbrief.
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vpon arival at the )

Naval Post Office at E f &M /// AN p,,/, s N
Berlin for delivery at 2 : :
Krappitz, Germany. &
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Earliest known use.
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2 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
UPU Form-Card,
postmarked upon
arrival at the Naval
Mudil Office at Berlin
for delivery at
Ndrberg, Bavaria,
Germany.

Armrival Postmark:
7 “Nérmberg,
Z’ ; 3 November 1900”
1
Military Unit Cachet:
“S.B. Oberkommando
osfasiafisches
Hauptquartier”
{Headuarters of the East
Asiatic Command)



NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Redirected & Returned Fieldpost Mail 1900-01

Where mail intended for marine or naval personnel arrived
in China, or on a naval vessel, to find the recipient
having been transferred, such mail would be redirected to
the recipient’s new location, or,

IF NOT KNOWN,
SUCH MAIL WOULD BE RETURNED TO THE NAVAL MAIL OFFICE
AT BERLIN FOR HANDLING.

‘RE-DIRECTED & RETURNED FIELDPOST MAIL' ODYSSEY:
GERMANY-CHINA-GERMAN NAVAL MAIL OFFICE-GERMAN NAVAL BASE KIEL -
RETURN-TO-SENDER

* Origin Postmark: “Leipzig-Connewitz,
9 September 1900”

* Manuscript Markings:  Arrival at light-crviser “HMS Gefion”,
negative search efforts, re-direction to the
Naval Mail Office at Berlin, re-direction
to Kiel Naval Base, Germany.

* Arrival Postmark Kiel: “Kiel, 5 March 1901”
* Additional Negative -
Search Results: Mail “Retfurn to Sender”
(cachet stamp)

“Kiel, 7 March 1901”



NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Redirected & Returned Fieldpost Mail 1900-01

Returned and/or re-directed mail arriving at the Naval Post Office at Berlin
was frequently affixed with a
YELLOW-COLORED INFORMATION LABEL INDICATING A RETURN AND/OR
REEASON FOR THE RETURN TO THE NAVAL POST OFFICE.

| i Deu}fdpe Reichspott
& S-elb'poftfarte

31 JULY 1900

Label Text:
“Mail
undeliverable
without exact
indication of the
naval vessel or
the military unit ..
Naval Mail
Office”

Obne genane Angabe des
Rriegs(diffs oder Truppen= §
theils unanbringlich. )

Marine - Pojtbiivean.

19 AUGUST 1901
Label Text:
“Undeliverable by the
Fieldpost and
refurned fo this
office ..
W// ,7/ , , Naval Mail Office™
=g
\'e>'<;-'<s>"
! z | Cachet Hand-Stamp:
Don der §eldpoft un- “Homeland address
- NRY 0 he < 7 A beftellbar  bierber suriict- unknown ..
getommen. Naval Mail Office”
§ (Btrafie und Sj:l::gllmmc;} STy -§> marine. $oﬂ6ﬁreau
v



NAVAL EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation & Embarkation of the Corps to China

2 July - 15 August 1900

The assassination of Imperial German Emissary von Ketteler on 20 June as well as
the failure of the ‘Seymour Relief Column’ (20-26 June) to relieve Peking
resulted in the
GERMAN KAISER ORDERING FORMATION OF A ‘NAVAL EXPEDITIONARY CORPS’
consisting of 2500 marines to embark for China. At their embarkation ceremony,
the German Kaiser gave his renowned “Hun Speech”.

Two steamer ships of the North German Lloyd
(“Wittekind” and “Frankfurt”) were chartered and departed from
Wilhelmshaven on 2 July 1900 with arrival at Taku, China, on 15 August 1900,
able to assist existing German Marines already engaged against the Boxers.

Domestic German postal rates were applicable for the navy & marines.

14 JULY 1900

Naval Ship 26:
“NDL Frankfurt”

View-card of the
‘Frankfurt’,
postmarked on
board by a marine of
the ‘2" Marine
Battalion”, sent to
Cologne, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Cdln,
29 July 1900”

5 Pfennig..
German domestic
posicard-rate.

15 JULY 1900

Naval Ship 2:
“NDL Wiltekind"

Cover, postmarked on
board by a marine of
the ‘1 Marine
Battalion”, sent to
Leipzig, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Cdln,
29 July 1900”

10 Pfennig..
German domestic
single-weight
(15 grams) letter-rate.

Exp. Von Willmann



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation of the First Troop Convoy July 1900

Upon the departure of the ‘Naval Expeditionary Force’ for China
on 2 July, an imperial directive ordered the
FORMATION OF THE ‘EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS’
consisting of 577 officers and 12,213 soldiers,
with assembly at Bremen and embarkation at Bremerhaven.

27 JULY 1900

Free-frank “Field-
Post” postcard,
postmarked at

Bremerhaven on the
first-day of
embarkation of the
first convoy,
sent to Berlin.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin),
28 July 1900”

Faldpostbrief.

2 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank “Field-Post”
view-card,
postmarked at Bremen
on the second to last
day of embarkation of
the first convoy,
sent to Wickrath,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wickrath,
3 August 1900”

Reverse:
“Volldampf voraus

nach Chinal”
(“Full steam ahead
= to Chinal”)

Exp. Bothe



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
First Troop Convoy to China 27 July - 4 August 1900

THE FIRST CONVOY TO CHINA CONSISTED OF
TEN CHARTERED TRANSPORT VESSELS
which commenced sailing from Bremerhaven between
27 July — 4 August 1900 with the first ship ariving
at Taku, China, on é September 1900.

20 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 27" Q
(Blue postmark ink used /
only on 20 & 26 Augusf) ”/t

P LOSsT CALXD.

Steamer “Dresden”
(Voyage: 27 July-
6 September 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
view-card, mailed
on-board at
Columbo, Ceylon,
sent to Berlin-
Schéneberg.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin),
9 September 1900”

Unit Cachet:
“East Asialic
Expedifionary Corps
Railway Construction
Company”

10 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship

: e 7 = = Post Office No. 28”
W2 pd'5[&'  UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ‘ o e . .
g = T : : Steamer “Batavia
£ | (Voyage: 27 July-
9 September 1900)

e EGYPTE ej?é
% ’}’...'3/17 . CARTE POSTALE ;, ey
\ Free-frank Field-Post
view-card, mailed
on-board at Port
Said, Egypt, sent to
f Frankfurt/Main,
| Germany.

. S

Arrival Postmark:
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! ‘ “Frankfurt/Main,

| l AN o ‘ 17 August 1900”

\ E! : % Unit Cachet:
[ = “East Asiatic

Expedition 1 Infantry
Regiment”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

First Troop Convoy to China

26 AUGUST 19200

“German Naval Ship Post
Office No. 50”

Steamer “Rhein”
(Voyage: 2 August-
13 September 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post view-
card, mailed
on-board at Columbo,
Ceylon, sent to Berlin.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin),
14 September 1900”

Unit Cachet:
“East Asialic Expeditionary
Corps ..
War Finance Office”

27 July - 4 August 1900

S B, |kt
0sTAS. ExPED(PST CARD.
KRIEGSKASSE

26 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship Post
Office No. 50"

Steamer “Rhein”

Free-frank Field-Post view-

16 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship Post
Office No. 64"

Steamer “H.H. Meyer”
(Voyage: 4 August-
18 September 1900)

Free-frank “Field-Post”

graphic-card, endorsed...

DEUTSCHE FELD
Postkarte
mailed at seq, sent to
Darmstadt, redirected to
Frankfurt/Main, Germany.

card, mailed at sea inthe
Indian Ocean, sent o

“Dr. Paul Mauerberg, Chief

Medical Officer”, redirected

since recipient was
“On Maneuver”.

Unit Cachet:
“Easf Asiafic Expedition,
2nd Battalion, 3¢ Infantry
Regiment”

DEUTSCHE FEL
FOSTKARTE.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

First Troop Convoy to China 27 July - 4 August 1900
Mail to Bavarian Military Units

TROOPS FROM THE “KINGDOM OF BAVARIA” WERE ALSO PART OF
THE FIRST CONVOY TO CHINA.

BAVARIAN FIELD-POST
FORM CARD
REDIRECTED & RETURNED

TO SENDER

Kinigreich Bayern

Seldpoftfarte

22 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank “Bavarian
Field-Post” form-card,
sent from Munich,
Bavaria, to a
infantryman in the
“Bavarian Battalion,
39 Company,

4™ Infantry Regiment, ‘ an Borb = 2 Sdﬂﬁ /';

redirected to the 1. 21d ;’f
/... Regt. .fT / .............. Estadron

& 3 Companies .
finding the recipient @< . i i\
and returned to sender D AASRL7EA : _yl3atatﬂ'0n ............... g’ ...................................... Batterte
b o

without success in o Ao
in Munich.

i L F KA. Kompagnie | /. Aaga....... Kolonne
Munich Return - s :
Postmark: m
“Munich,

5 December 1900” 3 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 53”

Steamer “Phonicia”
(Voyage: 4 August-
22 September 1900)

Free-frank “Field-Post”
graphic-card,
postmarked at Munich,
Bavaria, sent to a military

WM oyt S5 o 5 é/ 7’”%%4 oo
3 Pbinit itasitiachen Zipacditing,

Wobhnung ... & ................................... 1‘. A// Shcns &1‘4,/

(Strape und 5aumummer,
I Juin 4. dftufoad Ryt~

Graphic Reverse..
‘Infantryman with Text’

“Whatever our burden will be over there, be it light or heavy,
we will clearly hold up your honor, Germany, to the whole world"”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
First Troop Convoy to China
“HAPAG Steamer Phénicia”

27 July - 4 August 1900

“TRAVEL ODYSSEY” MAIL ADDRESSED TO “MAJOR WICHURA" EN ROUTE TO CHINA

’ 'ﬂ"?" w e i e

Cj” A %’g:&,e

% wg/bmdoé«(/

4
éZ% s 7//1/(/

R e

B

o

W/V{/aw % e Jij‘a,/ %mz'
/ T etis %/Wﬁ/

8 AUGUST 1900

Mail to Steamer “Phénicia”
(Voyage: 4 August - 21 September 1900)

“Odyssey” Cover,

postmarked at Mutzig, Germany,

addressed to..
“Major Wichura”

(Commander of the 1% Battalion, 4™ Infantry Regiment),

8 August 1900..

12 September 1900..

16 October 1900..
27 October 1900..

26 November 1900..

? November 1900..

14 November 1900..

12 March 1901..

aboard Steamer “Phénicia”...

Mail postmarked at Mutzig, routed over
Bremerhaven with NGL ‘Australian Line’
Steamer to Sydney, Australia;
At Sydney, mail re-directed to Port
Said, Egypt, altempting to connect with a
ship of the ‘Expeditionary’ Convoy;
Muadil re-directed at Port Said, Egypt, to China;
Mail transit Columbo, Ceylon;
Mail arrives at Chinese Post Office at Takou
(Taku/Tongku), Tschilli Province, North China,
not finding ship or addressee;
Mail arrives at Chinese Post Office at
Shanghdi, not finding ship or addressee;
Mail arrives at British Post Office at Hong
Kong, again not finding ship or addressee;
Mail held 1-2 months and then returned to
Germany;
Mail arrives at Mutzig, where post office clerk
endorses receipt for return to sender.

Reverse

20 Pfennig..
UPU international
Single-Weight
(15 grams)
Lefter-Rate




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation of the Second Troop Convoy

On 12 August an Imperial Directive ordered the
FORMATION OF A SECOND TROOP CONVOY
IN SUPPORT OF THE FIRST,
consisting of 289 officers and 7,285 soldiers,
with assembly at
LEHE & BREMEN
with embarkation at

BREMERHAVEN.

August 1900
(Lehe)

//Wﬁ«//

31 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank Field-Post folded-letter,

(view of Bremen City Hall on reverse)
written by a soldier preparing for transport to China,
postmarked at Lehe,
sent to a comrade at Breslav,

twice re-directed, since recipient was on maneuvers.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

“Breslau, 1 September 1900”
“Herrnmotscheinitz, 2 September 1900”
“Paukuswitz, 2 September 1900”,

eldpostbf;’gfﬁowﬂf




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation of the Second Troop Convoy

7 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank Field-Post
Form-Card,
postmarked at
Bremen,
written by a soldier
preparing for transport
to Ching,
sent o Mainz,
Germany.

Inscription on Reverse:
“Volldampf voraus

nach Chinal”
(“Full speed ahead to
Chinal”)

Arrival Pbsimurk:
“Mainz,
8 September 1900”

August-September 1900

(Bremen)

7 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank Field-Post
viewcard
with (blue-colored)
hand-stamp..

Faldpostbrief

postmarked at
Bremen,
wiitten by a soldier
preparing for transport
to China, sent to
Halle, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
( Haller Machine Marking)
“Halle (Saale),
7 September 1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Second Troop Convoy to China 31 August - 7 September 1900

THE SECOND CONVOY TO CHINA CONSISTED OF
EIGHT CHARTERED TRANSPORT VESSELS
which commenced sailing from Bremerhaven between
31 August - 7 September1900 with the first ship amiving
at Taku, China, on 12 October 1900.

18 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship

Post Office No. 68” autsche Feldvostkarte.

Steamer “Arcadia” 3 4zl
(Voyage: 4 September-
29 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
view-cdrd (pyramids),
mailed on-board at
Suez, Egypt, sent to
Hamburg-Altona,

Germany. 2
Arival Postmark: . /
“Altona,
25 September 1900” SSONe SR W ........................
. ; L
Hand-Stanp: 277 .
“Deufsche /W —
Feldpostkarte - / M.’w 7
Reichs-Dampfer- :
Arcadia”

(“German Field-Post
Imperial Steamer
Arcadia”)

14 OCTOBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office
No. 70"

Steamer “Hannover”
(Voyage: 4 September-
19 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
Form-Card, mailed
on-board at
Shanghadai, sent to
Wirzburg, Bavaria,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wirzburg,
23 November 1900”

Exp. Mansteld



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Second Troop Convoy to China 31 August - 7 September 1900
(Bremen)
" Doittarte llﬁ % 1.

J ; Carle postale — Tign ;W "}m /’ "S:'{ ; &.

/ ¢ { scafmme

MSP 70 “HANNOVER” - 7| sshosr

TRANSPORTED RANK & FILE OF THE /} 0 e e

BAVARIAN INFANTRY REGIMENT Rt o G A w./'

| 12

Front

0/‘6/ e 61/ Cé <

BREMEN.

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 70

Steamer “Hannover”
{(Voyage:

4 September - 19 October

1900)
10 OCTOBER 1900

“%X '“"\ s s S i e . Free-frank Field-Post

W NPV Y 4
; ‘ /% /‘Ml NDL Liner Menv, signed

by members of the
Bavarian Infantry,
mailed on board, sent
to their home-base at
Munich, Bavaria,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Miinchen,
23 November 1900”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Second Troop Convoy to China 31 August - 7 September 1900

21 October 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 71”

Steamer “Valdavia”
(Voyage: 7 September-
27 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
Form-Card, mailed
on-board at
Shanghadi, sentto
Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin)
26 November 1900”

I B 12 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 72"

Steamer “Crefeid”
(Voyage: 4 September-
19 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
View-Card, mailed
on-board at Shanghai,
sent to
Bremerhaven,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wirzburg,
23 Sepiember 1900”

Incsription of Reverse:
“Volldampf voraus

nach China!”
ot ‘ : A e (“Full speed ahead
e s To Chinal”)

Exp. von Willmann



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

IN ADVANCE OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE EXPEDITIONARY
CORPS, A PROVISIONAL ‘FIELDPOST’ STATION WAS
ESTABLISHED AT “TONGKU" (TAKU),
located at the mouth of the Peiho River on the Gulf of
Tschili (Pechili). Later, after the forces of the convoys had
fully arrived, the “Tongku Provisional Field-Post” became
part of the military mail system and became
“Fieldpost Station No. 4”

THREE TYPES OF “TONGKU"” PROVISIONAL POSTMARKS EXIST,
with valid usage/arrival in Germany no later than

21 October 1900. Wide “00"/
Positioned closely

Exp. Bothe & ABGM-Berlin

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
undated-postmark,
‘Tongku Provisional Type I,
sent to Bernstadt, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Bernstadt,
14 October 1900



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Wide “00"/ “\\
Positioned closely .

Exp. R. Stever

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
undated-postmark,
‘Tongku Provisional Type I’,
sent to Peitz, Germany, by
“Acting Marine Paymaster
Hans Mefsch

on “HMS Jaguar”
(Gunboat)

b - iy Manuscript Mailing &
Arrival Markings:
(Reverse)
o “24 August 1900
o (Tongku)
“13 October 1900
(Peitz)



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Wide “00"/
Positioned widely

~

linegitm .

Front

Reverse

Cert.. R. Stever

Franked fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover,
undated postmark
‘Tongku Provisional Type II', cachet hand-stamps..

FELDPOSTRRIEF] FELDPOSTBRIEF

sent to Bremerhaven by
“Senior Paymaster Kreizden”

Arrival Marking:

(Reverse)
“Bremerhaven, 27 September 1900”

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight (20-60 grams) domestic German
letter-rate applicable for military personnel
sending non-relative mail fo Germany.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Narrow “00”

Free-frank fieldpost
water-colored painted cover,
undated postmark
‘Tongku Provisional Type Iil’,
sent to Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Marking:

(Reverse)

“(Berlin), 13 October 1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Early Tientsin Fieldpost .. Types la & Ib September-November 1900

Located about 50 Kilometers (approx. 30 miles) from the mouth of the
Peiho River (Taku) and the Yellow Seq,
“TIENTSIN” WAS A RAILWAY CROSSROADS AND LOCATION OF THE
GERMAN MILITARY “FIELDPOST” HEADQUARTERS.

' (3

3
¥

FELDPOST-
EXPEDITION

+|f/gd

Type la

Only known used
as a favor cancel
1 September (1900)

Type Ib

Usage:
7-10 November
(1900)

7 NOVEMBER
(1900)

Free-frank fieldpost
coveron
~ ‘Astor House Hotel’
stationery
(Officer Billets),
postmarked
“Tientsin Type Ib",
sent to
Neumdnster,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Neuminster,
~ 21 December1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Early Tientsin Fieldpost .. Type Ib November 1900

EUT
SR
FELDPOST-
EXPEDITION
b

Type Ib

Usage:

7-10 November
(1900)

7 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost-card,
(Chinese Postal Stationery/
New Year's Greetings) ,

first-day of use of “Tientsin Type Ib" Postmark,
sent to Gross-Lichterfelde/Berlin, Germany.

Military Unit Marking:
“East Asiafic Expedition ..
War Finance Office”

Arrival Postmark:
“Gross Lichterfelde
(Potsdamer Bahnhof),
2 December1900”

Reverse



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

Once a formal military base with postal facilities
had been established at ‘Tientsin’,
A POSTMARK WAS INTRODUCED WHICH INDICATED
“IMPERIAL GERMAN FIELDPOST OF THE
EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS™.

%b‘erlich Deutsche
Idpostexpedition

Eingeschrieben.

REGISTERED FIELDPOST MAILTO GERMANY

27 JUNE (1901)

Registered letter written by
“Fieldpost Secretary Breyther"”, postmarked with
‘Tientsin Type lla’, so-called

sent to Hamburg-Emsbttel, Germany. “Tschili “ (Petchili)
Provisional

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hamburg *19b,
16 August 1901”

40 Pfennig..
20 Pfg.. Single-weight (15 grams) UPU Infernational Letter-Rate
+ 20 Pfg.. Registration fee Reverse




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Types Il (Code ‘a’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

SOCALLED “MANDARIN" (DECORATIVE RICE-PAPER PRINTED) COVERS
WERE FAVORITES OF SOLDIERS TO SEND HOME.

8 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Gailitz, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Gorlitz, 24 December 1900

22 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent fo Lausigk, Germany.

Armival Postmark:

{Reverse)

“Lausigk, 2 January 1901"

Front



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) Military Hospital Tientsin

5 DECEMBER (1900)

Free-frank “Mandarin” cover, written by
“Dr. Mauersberg of the Military Hospital (Tientsin) "
with Type Il (a) postmark at Tientsin,
sent to Schulenburg, Germany.

Armival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Schulenburg,
20 January 1901”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Field Telegrams

Since underwater cable lines were non-German-owned, the cost of sending
full-message cable-telegrams to Germany was prohibitive (RM 5.75/word) for
military personnel and for military communications, inspiring
THE GERMAN POST OFFICE & MILITARY TO DEVELOP A NUMBERING SYSTEM REFLECTING
THE SERVICE MEMBER’S UNIT & PERONAL IDENTIFICATION ALONG WITH SIMPLIFIED
STANDARD TEXTS IN THE TRANSMISSION OF TELEGRAMS.

FIELD TELEGRAM CODE BOOK

| = TELEGRAMS WITH GENERAL MESSAGES

Telegrams were 50% subsidized by the German Government
for servicemen/ non-officers:

RM 3.00 - Servicemen/ Non-Officers
RM 6.00 = Officers

Il = TELEGRAMS WITH MESSAGES CONCERNING THE HEALTH OF THE SOLDIER

Telegrams with messages concerning the health of
servicemen were fully-paid by the German Military.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’)

Ovut-Bound Field Telegrams

FOR THE ENTIRE 27,000 MEMBERS OF THE GERMAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,

MILITARY UNITS WERE CATALOGED IN BERLIN FROM 1-2100
WITH EACH SERVICEMAN OF A PARTICULAR UNIT ALLOCATED A
‘LETTER’ DESIGNATION OR IDENTIFICATION CODE.

99 STANDARD MESSAGE TEXTS WERE CODED BY NUMBER.

Baar beablt: =J-u ,&wPC&‘;;. Wiarten wmfeitis.
e T P e
ot prs S e P AR08
Se[ g m | A (A g:}"
Ay :u;‘.g‘ 5 ¥
Serie ‘CdesraPWJQ d wmmer dev Radridt ﬂﬁ*”;
i Message 46"
: A _— “Hearifelt Good
“w” = 9% g7 5 %ﬁ & |  Wishesand Regards”
Rifleman Birkholz N i
Heeht bentlidy fdreiben! - A g K0 Z1.
Unit Identification:

RS ORI e T SR

“2nd Company of the 5' Regiment” of the
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps”

.

OUT-BOUND NON-OFFICER FIELD-TELEGRAM

~ Richter & Cert. Stever

28 DECEMBER (1900)

Telegram sent from Tientsin, from “Rifleman Birkholz"
to his family in Germany at the address registered by him
with the military authorities prior to leaving Germany.

RM 3.00: 50% subsidized rate for
non-officer field-telegrams to Germany.

10x 10-Pig Germania un-overprinted provisional stamps (Type i)
+ RM 2.00 value

One of four known field-telegrams sent by
non-officers at RM 3.00 rate.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) In-Bound Field Telegrams

IN-BOUND TELEGRAMS WERE DELIVERED TO THE RECIPIENT BY MEANS OF
DEDICATED FORM-CARDS.
Messages were received by cable transmission using the same system as
was being used for out-bound telegrams, transposed in manuscript on the
card reverse and sent through the German Post Office to the recipient.

DURING THE CONFLICT PERIOD, TELEGRAM FORM-CARDS WERE HANDLED BY
REGISTERED MAIL, AND BY ORDINARY MAIL DURING THE
PROVISIONAL-GOVERNMENT AND/OR OCCUPATION PERIODS.

REGISTERED TELEGRAM
CARD
(War Period)

5 JANUARY (1901)

Telegram sent from
Berlin, dated
3 January 1901,fo a
marine
of the 1% Marine Battalion
stationed at Peking.

Transit & Arival
Postmarks:
“Tientsin, 5 January 1901"

- “Peking
German Post Office,
6 January 1901”

Cerl. Steuer BPP

UNREGISTERED
TELEGRAM CARD

(Tientsin Provisional
Government Period)

21 MAY 1902

Telegram sent from
Berlin, dated
20 May 1902, to
“Soldier C-0512"
of the 2" Regiment,
2nd Battalion
at Tientsin.

Exp. Kilian




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) Soldier-Soldier Mail
Officer-Officer Mail

Lr g .
U Al ;i{;{g E{Itcfﬁ L 4

21 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank “Red-Band Cover”, Officer-Officer Madil,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to Glogau, Germany, re-directed upon arrival.

Ty BIEES: DT =2y o
ﬂmmw‘*‘n’(rnmrﬂnmzﬁ’n n‘ﬂranm R R R R n?\m‘a

; Union Postale Unwersell@ /\1 /% m

;
fg CARTE POSTALS Hﬂ""«fiﬁﬁl%
£

BRI Sy SRS SRR

Sﬂ
§

(USNEME 2 BRE)
2922 muxuu.m L8900 REREIIARAAINLD b
= e o 4

f : 2 - /
b, ~s ’ 1 40%
Y ‘ R !:__" ‘“ _ : 209

7 FEBRUARY (1901)

Free-frank view-card, Soldier-Soldier Mail, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Ingolstadt, Bavaria, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Ingolstadt, 31 March 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘b’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

A SECOND POSTMARK, SIMILARTO TYPE liq,
HAVING THE CODE ‘b’, was in use during the similar period.

GERMAN-BOUND FIELDPOST MAIL RE-DIRECTED TO SWITZERLAND

16 NOVEMBER (1900)

Cover, sent by “Count von Plaften”, a lieutenant,
postmarked Tienisin Type lib’,
sent to Eutin (Lbeck), Germany, upon arrival
(2 January 1901)
up-rated & re-directed to Lausanne, Switzerland.

Military Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition..
Mounted Cavalry Unit"

Arnrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Lausanne,

4 January 1901”

20 Pfennig..
Single-weight UPU International Letter-Rate



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘b’)

MILITARY POST OFFICE
CLERK’S MAIL

26 APRIL (1901)

Cover, written by “Fieldpost

Ship's Mail Clerk
Otto Waezel",

FELDPOSTR RiEF.J

postmarked with
‘Tientsin Type lib’,
sent to Berlin, Germany.

Military Unit Validation
- Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition..
Fieldpost Expedition™

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin) 10 June 1901”

T —

18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

BB
OSTAS, EXPE

FELD-DD:) L./\x ;:'ﬂ’;.

P

Wﬂ%‘

Dentfche Reidbspoft
eld=Pofttarte

FIELDPOST CARD SENT TO
THE INDEPENDENT
GERMAN PROVINCE OF
WURTTEMBERG

1 JULY (1901)

Free-frank German-Reich
Fieldpost Form Card,
postmarked with
‘Tientsin Type lib’,
sent to Reutlingen,
Wirltemberg, Germany.

Military Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asialic Expedition..
Staff of the Munitions
Column”

Arrival Postmark:
“Reutlingen Train Station,
18 August 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Codes ‘a’ & ‘b’) Fieldpost Money Transfers

SERVICEMEN WERE PERMITTED FREE
TRANSFERS OF MONEY FOR
AMOUNTS UP TO RM 800.00,

‘ completed on dedicated three-
part money-transfer forms along
with their name, unii identification
and space for any short message.

Sender’s receiptis for payment
transfers were issued by the

Military Post Office.

RECIPIENT ‘S
MONEY-
TRANSFER
RECEIPT

18 MARCH
(1901)

Money transfer
(recipient)
receipt
for RM 70.00
sent by
“Soldier
Waller”
of the
“6' East Asiafic
Field Battalion™
to his parents
in Germany.

Cerl. Steuer BPP

SENDER’S MONEY-TRANSFER RECEIPT
21 APRIL 1901
Military Post Office

Sender’s Receipt Form for a RM 40.21
transfer to Tongku, China

Message from Reverse Side:

“Dear Parenis!
Am sending here RM 70.
Please hold for me unfil | return.
Greefings, Heinrich”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘b’)

18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

DIVISION
CHAPLAIN’S MAIL

2 JULY (1900)

Free-frank
fieldpost, sent by
“Division
Chaplain Dr.
Jaeke”,
postmarked at
Tientsin, to
Hanover,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hannover,

18 August 1901”

NON-FIELDPOST MAIL
= = SENTTHROUGH GERMAN
R ~ MILITARY POST OFFICE

Eciilda ool 22 JUNE (1901)
- Pofttarte

Philatelic-inspired
complete reply-card
postal stationery,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Wiesbaden,
Germany.
47-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Wiesbaden,
8 August-1901”
 Wobming L/ P @ T O A (Z -
(Strafe und Hausnum ‘ %

ner)

5 Plennig..

Colonial postcard-rate
S e | for mail sent to Germany

Exp Schmitt



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type I) 11 September- 13 November 1900

Upon the relief of Peking in August 1900, a provisional
German Postal Station was opened in September,
which used
TWO WOOD-CARVED PROVISIONAL POSTMARKS:
Type | = Soft Wood & Type Il = Hard Wood.

Type | = Soft Wood

Reverse

CHINESE RICE-PAPER “MANDARIN" COVER
OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank cover, postmarked with
“"Peking Provisional Type I”,
sent to Weissenfels, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Weissenfels, 15 November 1900”

OFFICER'S MAIL
(25) OCTOBER (1900)

Fieldpost Form Card,
postmarked with
“Peking Provisional
Type I,
sent to
Kiel Naval Base,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Kiel,
21 December 1900”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type 1) 11 September - 13 November 1900

MARINE PAYMASTER
MAILTO
GERMAN NAVAL
TRANSPORT SHIP
“HMS WORTH"

OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked with
"peking Provisional
Type I”,
sent to HMS Wérth
at Taku Harbor,
but routed over Shanghai
& Tsingtau, Kiautschou.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Weissenfels,

15 November 1900”

REVERSE:

Transit Postmarks:
“Shanghai,
German Post Office,
3 October 1900”

“Tsingtau,’
Kiautschou
6 November 1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type Il) 11 September - 13 November 1900

PROVISIONAL POSTMARK ‘TYPE I
WAS CARVED FROM HARD WOOD.

Type Il = Hard Wood

CHINESE RICE-PAPER “MANDARIN" COVER
SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank,
so-called “Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked with
“Peking Provisional Type II”,
sent to Halle, Germany,
by a member of the
1t Marine Battalion.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Halle,
29 October 1900”

Reverse



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type i) 11 September - 13 November 1900

MARINE'S MAIL
WRITTEN AT
ROYAL PALACE

AT PEKING
(Historically Important
Letter Enclosed)

OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank
Chinese silk cover,
postmarked with
(hardwood)
hand-cancel
‘»peking Provisional

- Type ll”,
. sentto
Uder, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Uder,
5 December1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

“Taku SUd-Fort” Provisional Postmark 9-26 November 1900

In June 1900, the “Forts at Taku”, over-looking the mouth of the Pei-Ho River
at the “Gulf of Tschili”, were manned by Chinese Atlillery, preventing
German and dllied naval vessels from anchoring in the bay at “Taku™.

In order to eliminate the guns, German
and allied marines successfully stormed the forls on 16-17 June.

IN NOVEMBER 1900,
GERMAN FORCES ESTABLISHED A SIGNAL STATION ALONG WITH A SHORT-
LIVED PROVISIONAL POSTAL STATION AT THE FORTS,
which used a wood-carved postmark. Mail was later handied by
“Fieldpost Station No. 4 “ at Tongku.

Usage: 9-26 November 1900

Ot bloale P oG .

| =

PostlfHt" = Weltpostverein.

Carte postale. — Union postale universelle. ®

¥

CETEREE, S e Srepeus S S

Qur fitr_Die

Reservé pour ’adresse

Cert. Bothe, Exp AG-Beriin

13 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank UPU View-card, double-postmarked
at “Taku SGd-Fort"”
Signal-Station-Base Provisional Postal Station,
sent to Kiel, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Kiel,
2 January 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

War-Front & Home-Front Propaganda Mail 1900 - 1901
WAR-FRONT
PROPAGANDA .
Y ~ P e 1= Ny
9 JANUARY 1901 VRYS S vonn KRIEG) ')U\\PL

Free-frank soldier’s
mail, postmarked at
Tientsin, sent fo

BEANNTMACH!

Berlin, Germany. ‘ : : 7N 7 D i ER Al SERIN vou Cﬂ (A
Arrival Postmark: | N B TET w EBEN N\OF‘D U ND
(Reverse) : : 1075( HU\‘\J %) .El\ﬁ(ﬂULDlGU NG ﬁ'
“(Beiin), | ' , £9 SULL AUCH NICHT MEHR 8
) 21 February 1901” : ‘ VO& fLKONKM,EN :

“Greetings From the
War Front ..
Public Nofice:
The Empress of
China extends her
regreis for death &
murder. It shouid
nof take place
again...

Livng Schang

(Chinese Government
Official)

Zum Andenken an die - HOME-FRONT
Jahthyndertwende  Deut{dhe Reichspoft FROEAGANRA

am 31. Dezember

1900

1 JANUARY 1901

Locadl Hunove'r-City'
postal card mail, with
privately-applied

Pofttarte

Markenhaus Adolf Krtiger, Hannover.

E
....................... 3 messages:
GOTT GEBE UNG : ¢
~ {PRIEDBN IN GHIN E “In celebration of the
S @ & Turn of the Century on
RN g B E
b &) ) E 31 December 1900 ..
1 [ HEIL 190 =
= £ May God grant us
| c'ai: 5 peace in China 1901.
?:%: ; B 2 o x '5‘
= 3 e e , o e R God Bless the brave
=, Wobnung o, DS ! g X T %
P \-Fq.;.:‘:;,\-":qng*q:\i: rafie und 6uutnumnu:]' IR d T e 3 ( Boer PEOp,e.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 1 ... Kaumi
Fieldpost Station Network 24 November 1900 - 4 July 1901

W Liautung

With the arrival of the troop convoys, the

@ aioi . Gulf
P . ongtas: Bosmss Feannatian ‘FIELDPOST EXPEDITION’
T 39"9 SUI:,.-"“' Pei-tha-ho (postal services unit for the Expeditionary Corps)

ESTABLISHED A SERIES OF TEN POSTAL STATIONS
IN STRATEGIC MILITARY LOCATIONS.

8
S N
Fouping & Tientsin 9-"”":. -
o . o &
@ Paotinglu & )
O ~

Tongku

éﬁ‘)‘:ﬁwl Gu,f
of
Tschili

o N
T “Station No. 1” was located 99 Kilometers
(approx. 60 miles) from Tsingtauv, Kiautschou
(Gemman-Leasehold Teritory), along the important
Schantung Railway Line.

2
~@Tingtschou
\.‘

& N
.\d‘«&g‘\c") '

o Ischingtschoulu
T )

% Schantung-Bafn o0 "8 o i
K W07
¢ \rle.«‘gwxb“ (\Q\\“Q ""o,.’.(.ﬂgsrl

S el
=¥ Kiautschouy &3

Tsinglau
) Yellow Sea
10 MAY (1901) S e
Non-fieldpost cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 1, sentto .
Tsingtau, Kiautschou & (/’ il ;
Termritory. ﬂf Lt /Ux*i@‘( /g
Armival Postmark: : o B AP
(Reverse) I(& f i&”’“‘ {v’f.;g:"g'bf"'
“Tsingtav, Qy » 5
Kiautschou, O At e
15 May 1901” ]
. f \ C",.
10 Pfennig.. (1) QZA«M @ /&W
Single-weight o

(15 grams) letter-rate '//‘7:6‘{"{;} /‘% M ;

for mail sent between
German Post Offices
in China. Exp. Dr. Stever BPP

Poitfarte.

3 OCTOBER (1901)

Non-fieldpost
“Gruss-aus
Kiautschou”

. — Postcard, postmarked
/’ at Fieldpost Station
s\ Oo SR Lo e N e e e e sl e No. 1, sent to

Bochum, Germany

5 Pfennig.. (ll)
Colonial-rate for
postcards sent fo

Gemmany.

Wohnnngs A e e s e
(Strafe nd Hau,

&

P SRR

%W



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

FIELD MARSHALL ‘COUNT von WALDERSEE’
WAS SUPREME COMMANDER OF GERMAN FORCES OF THE
‘EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS'.

18 December (1900)

(Free-frank) money transfer
receipt covering RM 800.00
transferred by ‘Count von
Woaldersee’ to Germany.

11 NOVEMBER
(1900)

Free-frank
covelr,
written by
‘Count von
Waldersee’,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sent to
Hanover,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Hannover,
27 December
1900”

Reverse



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

Station No. 2 ... Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

REGISTERED FIELDPOST STATION MAIL
TRANSFERRED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICE IN PEKING

Waiferlich
Z"m&]’rﬁc Grefandifich

Reverse

Cert. Stever

2 SEPTEMBER 1901

Registered cover, embossed
“Imperial German Legation”,
wiritten by Staff Physician “Dr. Velde",
registered at
“Fieldpost Station No. 2 of the 15 Army”
but transferred to the
Imperial German Post Office at Peking
(“Peking” hand-stamped on regisiration label)
for forwarding to Frankfurt (Main), Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Frankfurt (Main),
13 October 1901”

40 Pfennig..

(Type li Provisional Siamp Usage)
20 Pig.. Single-weight
UPU international Lefter-Rate +
20 Pig.. Registration Fee



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

Supplementary Marking

“Peking Kaiserpalast”
(Emperor’s Palace)

German military units occupied the palace
grounds with a supplementary marking
applied to their mail.

31 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
form card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to
“1¢ Lieutenant
Hinkelmann”,
photographer, stationed
at Paotingfu, China
(Fieldpost Station No. 7).

Unit Validation Mark:
“4" Company of the 1%
East Asiatic Rifle
Regiment”

Exp. Bothe/AG-Berlin

3 APRIL(1901)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto
Duisburg, Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“1st Company, 15
East Asiatic Rifle
Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Duisburg,
15 June 1901”

Cert Stever BPP




Emperor’'s Palace
Original Print 1842

DER IKALS IR PA LA ST
dom, P@kimé

Aus & Kunetanst. dBibliogo. hast in Hildba genthum dVerleger



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

29 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank marine’s
mail, postmarked
at Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto
Grimma, Germany.

Unit Validation
Mark:
“Headquarters of
the 15t Marine
Battalion”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Grimma,

12 May 1901”

The headquarters of the 1¢ Marine Battalion
was located at the German Legation at Peking.

Station No. 2 ...
92 November 1900 -

Peking
31 August 1901

(i M Gypad 2

7

/,
/

’??”7/}1/ //1 =

A

ff

7z %’7///%/// 7 /// ///
// 2 A/V ,¢/ b3 g

/

//W A ”(/f/////

,n/;%/%%[- St TH

28 MAY (1901)

Free-frank marine’s
mail, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Kiel, Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“Headquarters of the
1t Marine Battalion”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Kiel,
13 July 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

MAIL FROM GERMANY SENT TO SOLDIERS IN CHINA
During peacetime, mail to soldiers had to be endorsed,
or affixed with a label,

“SOLDIER'S MAIL.. PERSONAL MATTERS OF THE RECIPIENT".

During the Boxer Revolt Period, such labels were not mandatory.

TURN-LETTER .. GERMANY-CHINA-GERMANY

5 ?o[datenbmef
‘ 190119 elegenheit
et EAmgﬁmgors

13 MARCH 1901

Free-frank (label aoffixed) cover,
postmarked Aplerbeck, Germany,
sent to “Marine G. Minkler,
2rd Company,
2rd Marine Battalion, Peking™

/\3?047,,
/’ 24 [0
< 2914 ° TURN COVER REPLY:
/’/&/’f » 29 APRIL {(1901)

Ne2
S Free-frank Marine’s Mail reply
(using same envelope turned inside-

/ 2/ // out), postmarked Fieldpost Station No.
6/{
oA rf/ 4
sent to Brackel, Germany.
,5 LY 57{{7‘&1’ % : Unit Validation Mark & Endorsement:
D Ak “2nd Company,
Inside View Imperial 279 Marine Batfalion”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Brackel, 10 June 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

Free-franking privilege was only vadlid for soldier's mail, when
THE SOLDIER’S UNIT VALIDATION STAMP OR ENDORSEMENT
APPEARED ON THE COVER OR POSTCARD.

——

bl . PoST-K ARTE./T TEB T

Free-frank fieldpost Catte nostal Cavtalin nostale. - Post
view card, postmarked at ey e postale,

Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to
AltrGdnitz, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“ AltrGdnitz,
8 August 1901”

Unit Validation Mark:
“3th Company,
1t East Asiatic
Expeditionary
Infaniry Regiment”

~ W/-\\ | 3 AUGUST (1901)
M 2 pO&fﬂI’f@ e s a 2\ Free-frank view card,
' o L ke

postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto
Magdeburg,
Germany.

Armrival Postmark:
“Magdeburg,
14 September 1901”

Unit Validation Mark:

o / “2rd Company,
: ‘ " g :
Wolnung A//f“\d'//_ 4’:’/"-% s 2 ECIS!' .As:ahc
‘( O, ,%’ : (Strafe und Bausnummer) y 4 & EXpedIhonary

Infantry Regiment”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

INCORRECTLY ADDRESSED -
IN-BOUND MAIL FROM R — _
GERMANY

30 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank in-bound
cover, postmarked at
Potsdam, Germany,
sentto
“Sargeant Wagner” of the
1# Company, 1¢ Infantry
Regiment” .

Since the recipient was
not part of that unit, the
cover was circulated to
the 2nd, 3rd g 4th
Companies without
success with final return
on
30 December 1900
to the Naval Post Office
by the German Post Office
at Peking.

“MANDARIN” COVER
USAGE

9 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Insterburg,
East Prussia, Germany.

Arnival Postmark:
“Insterburg,
24 December 1900”

Unit Validation Mark:
“Ind Company,
2nd Battfalion
East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps”

Earliest Known Usage




MANDARIN RICE-PAPER LETTER STATIONERY

{9 November 1900)




TRANSFERRED TO GERMAN

transferred to the German

EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

Station No. 2 ... Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

FIELDPOST MAIL USING CHINESE POSTAL STATIONERY

PEKING FIELDPOST MAIL

POST OFFICE
19 NOVEMBER (1900)
Free-frank
“Shanghai Local Post”

Postal Stationery
used as fieldpost, with

FELDPOSTBRIEF

ay Un]-ﬁ}%‘&{

postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,

‘g_\

Post Office at Peking,
sent to
“Lieutenant Staehle”
at Tientsin.

¥

e

Unit Validation

St TS .

Endorsement: =
“Fieldpost Clerk Peking”

ALY 4
PO TORIT, S DR S

FIELDPOST MAIL THROUGH
CHINESE POST OFFICE

I EBODUOT TR TOPAOT TOATIITUUOS § AoMUI

t“é‘ @3%” ¥r W L [E X

e

AT PEKING

EPNREIRASNDE

7, // / ,
ra )734/\/&-4’#

8 JUNE (1901)

Fieldpost mail on a Chinese
Postal Stationery Card,

.~ postmarked at the Chinese
Post Office at Peking,

transferred to
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Frankfurt/Main,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt (Main),
4 August 1901”

e

1Cent..
Local Chinese Postcard Rate
{fransfered from Chinese Post Office fo German Fieldpost)
+ free-frank to Germany

Reverse Side Artwork

. o bR e )




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 3 ... Yangtsun
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 30 April 1901

One of the first railway stretches on the
Taku-Peking Line to be rebuilt after the Boxer Revolt was at
“YANGTSUN",

A STRATEGIC MILITARY LOCATION HAVING
“FIELDPOST STATION NO. 3.

POSTKARTE. — WELTPOSTVEREIN.
CARTE POSTALE. — UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ¢

1 OCTOBER (1900) 1

=
HH
Free-frank UPU 1,”
view-card, postmarked =
at B 1|
Fieldpost Station No. 3, H i:f
sent to 1 s
Géilitz, Germany. ﬁj Ses
Arrival Postmark: H 5 55/ |
“Gérlitz, H 2%
16 November 1900” [ﬁl s 2
[l
Il

1 i x .—-u’; = : ‘ﬁ- h
g g ';‘& : F ) 2 oo ‘ \1\\ ‘
,L?‘\ AL Ay _); f}.’(% 9:“) o ,,f%. ‘
{ : eSgro i
& , = |
}\ g . "'g 3 £E . [
J A w;w\(\ AN
BRE g g ey MO © 3
Wi baga vy
| 4\
T g W e
Nlaa b st ey Yty SSBANA- - o
S ;_: \.‘ % % ¢ rl
& A5 e 3 '.i"‘ ’a?'lﬁ', ‘«A"u A I'
= | : ” i AN
Reverse
4 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank “Mandarin” Cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 3,
sent to Allendar (Coblence), Germany.

Third-Day Usage at
Station No. 3

Arrival Postmark:
“Allendar, -- October 1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 4 ... Tongku
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 30 August 1901

‘TONGKU HARBOR' WAS THE BRIDGEHEAD FOR ARRIVING
ALLIED TROOPS DURING THE BOXER REVOLT,
of strategic importance and location of
Fieldpost Station No. 4.

¥o 0l 02 B : |
¥ S /: TDOEUTSCEE REICIHESPOST.
9 SEPTEMBER(1900)  NCD .0 52 Feld-Postkarte
S / [
Free-frank
fieldpost form-card,
postmarked at | Q/% :
Fieldpost Station No. 4, : f < / ‘ ‘ :
sent to ‘V //ZM P B LR A e A

Bremen, Germany.

Anival Postmark: » Z’%a/{é‘Wwy

(Haller Machine Mark)
“Bremen,
30 October 1900”

il Al Sl (TR s T B
L Gk &WPQ/I% 9 OCTOBER (1900)
Il Pofttarte < A g |
' Free-frank

postal card,
; written by a member
.................... g% : of Gunboat

oo “HMS Jaguar”,
¥ i T postmarked at
FLOOL Y Fieldpost Station
................ 5 No. 4,

Q/ sent to Altona,
25 (e Germany.
= Al Tt

------------------------------------------ Ariival Postmark:

i T et /é,/-'/?#! “Altona,
(Strafe unbd Hausnnmmer) 24 Novembe' 1900"



EAST ASIATIC

EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 4

“TONGKU” WAS A RAILWAY HUB ON THE NORTH-BOUND
‘SCHANHAIKWAN RAILWAY’
with strategic importance for military traffic with Russia.

1 JANUARY (1901)

Free-frank
Chinese UPU Postal
Card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 4,
sent to
Wiesbaden, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,
20 February 1901”

... Tongku
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 -

30 August 1901

BN
G

=

NO A //

IMPERIAL CHIN B

] 3.{)9 ataxglped by sending and receiving stations, on this side only and
-éhf’; forwarded by telegraph messengers as telegrams.

‘gorousSIowe 10y 3deD:

0 UojedsTp ouj JueAsxd 03 POy

4 APRIL (1901)

Free-frank Fieldpost
using an Imperial
Chinese Railway
Telegraph Card,

postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 4,
sent to Magdeburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Magdeburg-
Buchau,

16 May1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 5 ... Tientsin
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 18 October 1900

After the relief of Peking & Tientsin,
A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE ALLIES
AT ‘TIENTSIN’ ALONG WITH GERMAN ‘FIELDPOST STATION NO. 5.

2 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank cover,
officer's-mail,
postmarked at

Fieldpost Station
No. 5, sentto
Bartenstein,
East Prussia,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Bartenstein,

20 October 1900”

First Day Usage

20 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank Fieldpost
form-card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 5,
sent to
Rendsburg, Germany.

Exp Mansfeld

10410
M5

14 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank Chinese UPU =

lusivement & 'adresse.

“Mdnchen,
23 November 1900”

Card, postmarked at %
Fieldpost Station No. 5, &
sent to Munich, Vil
Germany. fr
£ 8¢
Ariival Postmark: | fém
3&




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 5 ... Tientsin
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 18 October 1900

GERMANY-BOUND RE-DIRECTED, POSTALLY INSPECTED & RE-SEALED MAIL

Rt T ;
LLE ST A 3
” { i E\L{‘“}"‘g}g/?ég{l b

bpmmy

13 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank cover, written by “Headquarters Staff Physician Hildebrandi”,
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 5,
sent to a relative in the “10™ Adilliery Regiment” at Strassburg, Alsace, Germany.

Upon arrival at Strassburg, forwarded to Schéneberg (Berlin),
where recipient could not be located, requiring
mail to be inspected for more information, with subsequent
re-sealing and forwarding to recipient.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“21 November 1900, Strassburg”
“21 November 1900, Schéneberg”
“22 November 1900, Schéneberg”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 6 ... Lung-Tsun-Kuan

Fieldpost Station Network (Langtsouanking)
17 - 25 May 1901

MOBILE FIELDPOST STAITON NO. 6,
the farthest station west of Peking, in the mountains, along the
Great Waill of China,
HAD THREE DIFFERENT LOCATIONS:

Tschingtschou = 18 April — 4 May 1901
Fouping = 5 - 16 May 1901
Langtsouanking = 17 -25 May 1901

18 MAY (1901) Cert. Dr. Steuer

Free-frank cover, written at “Lung-Tsun-kuan”,
by Chinese Post Office carrier to
Fieldpost Station No. é at Langtsouanking,
sent to Nuremberg, Bavaria, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“-- June 1900, Ndinberg”

Unit Validation Mark:
“2nd Battalion, 4" Infantry Regiment,
East Asiafic Expeditionary Corps”

Reverse

> Cent.. (Reverse)
Chinese Post Office fee for mail carrier
to German Fieldpost Station No. & at “Langlsouanking”,



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

Located on the main telegraph & shipping route
south to the cities of Hankau & Canton,
“PAOTINGFU" WAS THE CAPITAL OF “TSCHILI" PROVINCE,
OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO ALLIED FORCES,
with German Fieldpost Station No. 7 established there.

5 DECEMBER (1900)

Free-frank
“Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7,
sent to Dresden,
Saxony, Germany.

RS AT
NN L
1) &

¢ ¢ 5 DECEMBER (1900
7 :>>> (1900)
Z% Free-frank
N “Mandarin” Cover,
©) postmarked at
S Fieldpost Station No. 7,
i = sent to

Berlin, Germany.

Armival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“(Berlin) ..
i Post Office No. 50,
i 20 January 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu

Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

Servicemen's registered mail was not free but subject to the
standard UPU rates for international mail

REGISTERED MAIL ... FIELDPOST STATION NO. 7 ... 15T ARMY

8 JUNE (1901)

Registered cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7,
sent to
St. Johann, Saar Province, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“$t. Johann. --- July 1901”

Unit Validation:
“4th Infantry Regiment,
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps”

40 Pfennig..
20 Pig.. Single-weight (15 grams) UPU
international Letler-Rale + MONEY ORDER
20 Pfg.. Regisiraﬁon Fee TRANSFER RECEIPT

9 JANUARY (1901)

Postal money-order
receipt for RM 1.00, sent
by “Lieutenant Witte",
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

Although there was no official Imperial German Post Office at
“Paotingfu”,
THE MILITARY POSTAL STATION FUNCTIONED AS
AS A TEMPORARY GERMAN POST OFFICE STATION WITH
SOME MAIL BEING AFFIXED WITH
A SUPPLEMENTAL “PAOTINGFU” POSTAL MARKING.

%@W 4

30 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7
with supplemental postal marking,
sent to
Heidelberg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Heidelberg. 17 May 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

FIELDPOST MAILTO
FRANCE

1 APRIL (1901)

Mandatory-franked,
Fieldpost Form-Card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7,
sent to Paris, France.

‘Unit Validation:

“1¢ Battalion, 4
Infantry Regiment, East
Asiatic Expedifionary
Corps”

10 Plennig..
(Type Il Provisional
Stamp Usage)
UPU Interndtional
Postcard-Rate.

FIELDPOST MAILTO
GERMANY

26 MAY (1901)

Free-frank
UPU Postal Card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7,
sent to
Brandenburg,
Germany.

Armival Postmark:
“Brandenburg,
7 July 1901”

Unit Validation:
“1¢t Battalion, 3’9 East
Asiatic infantry
Regiment”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
20 November 1900 - July 1901

Since China first became a member of the UPU on 1 September 1914,
any international mail through the Chinese Post Office had to be
routed through a foreign post office in China, albeit Chinese postage

rates were applicable, i.e. DOUBLE FRANKING,
albeit fieldpost mail was free-frank.

3 FEBRUARY (1901)

Chinese-franked
postal-stationery
card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7,
sent to Dresden,
Saxony, Germany.

free-frank fieldpost
with added 8 Cents
over-franked
{1 Ceni}
UPU Interndational
Posicard-Rate.

CHINESE FRANKING ON GERMAN FIELDPOST MAIL

“'3 WODTDT M, DOPTOT PIENT SHOR § MORWTN,

=

EuRiraasson g
EREErBAS NS |

e G : r g
@y 4!

~ "
& ’:»;: l/; "

/ oy &' ,-' -
S

23 MAY (1901)

Chinese-franked &
Paoting-postmarked
view-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7, sentto
Beuthen, Upper-
Silesia, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Beuthen,
8 July 1901”

Free-frank fieldpost
with added 7 Cents
UPU internaiional
Posicard-Rate.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

ON 26 NOVEMBER 1900,
one day prior to the arrival of the ‘Station No. 8’ date-stamp,
A SUPPLEMENTAL POSTMARK “SHANHAIKUAN DEUTSCHE POST”
WAS USED TO POSTMARK OUT-GOING FIELDPOST MAIL.
From 27 December, it was used as a supplemental postmark.

L
FORERUNNER 3 \f;&} f'/
SUPPLEMENTAL o :
POSTMARK USAGE B ) éj /e 2aY.
¥
26 NOVEMBER 1900 | MW g
et |G o G B, bt
mail, postmarked at i . ! . ‘ o

Shanhaikuan, sent to :
Breslau, Germany. 4 % / g
Arrival Postmark: | /XZ)/% . %@({ :
(Reverse) -~ ——
csey! : 057/7% WM%%W%

17 January 1901”
| 7

Less than five
examples known. : 7 ; it ;

Cert. Haspel BPP

FIELDPOST AND

- Q> SUPPLEMENTAL USED
DDeEUTsSCEE :EEIEIVIOHSPOST- e Y POSTMARKS
!‘eld-l’ostkarte., 15 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
form-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 8
with supplemental
postal marking,
sent to
Laubegast,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Laubegast.

9 May 1901~



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

REGISTERED COVER THROUGH THE GERMAN FIELDPOST MAIL SERVICE
FROM THE AUSTRIAN MARINE DETACHMENT AT SHANHAIKUAN TO THEIR HEADQUARTERS ABOARD
AUSTRIAN NAVAL VESSEL “HMS QUEEN MARIA THERESA™

15 APRIL (1901)

Registered cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 8,
with registration label
“Fieldpost Stafion No. 8 of the 15! Army”,
sentto
‘HMS Queen Maria Theresa
anchored at “Taku" (Tongku).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Tongku, German Post Office.
17 April 19017

40 Pfennig...
20 Pfg. Single-weight (15 grams) UPU International Letter-Rate +
20 Pfg. Registered Fee



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

During the night of 28 February 1901, a shipment of fireworks
Ignited and caused a major fire at the Shanghai German Post Office,
resulting in many sacks of German Fieldpost No. 8
being destroyed or damaged.

RECOVERED DAMAGED MAIL WAS CACHET HAND-STAMPED AND
FORWARDED TO DESTINATION:

Beschiddigt durch Brandunglick
im Postamt Shanghai.
("Damaged from the Shanghai Post Office Fire”)

FIELDPOST STATION NO. 8 MAIL DAMAGED IN-TRANSIT
THROUGH THE GERMAN POST OFFICE FIRE AT SHANGHAI ON 28 FEBRUARY 1901

Deuﬁ&cbe Réxd;)spoﬁ A

N i
Sei-b «‘}%ftfarfe |
: 6:0— ,, '%.;p ; A

ooy

24 FEBRUARY (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost form-card,
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 8,
fire-damaged cachet hand-stamped,
sent to Schéneberg (Berlin), Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Schéneberg (Betlin).
9 April 1901~



Fieldpost Station No. 8,
sent to Rengersdorf,

Arrival Postmark:

EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

Located on the Northeast Railway Line between Tongku and Mukden,
“Shanhaikuan" was a strategic location for German Forces.
UPON CLOSURE OF THE GERMAN FIELDPOST STATION,
A GERMAN POST OFFICE OPENED AT ‘SHANHAIKUAN’ ON 1 SEPTEMBER 1901

RostrartE — WELTPOSTYEREIN T

]
¢ % Carte postale Union postale universelle
\\/ \

16 JUNE (1901)
Free-frank UPU

View-card,
postmarked at

Germany.

“Rengersdorf,
4 August 19017

4 S$ 5 ufl[eiaen% _
‘%x  15AuGUsT(1901)

; f SSr@‘a;Ee

Free-frank view card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 8,
sent to
Leipzig-
Volksmarsdorf,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Leipzig-
Volkmarsdorf.

30 September 1901”

(Eipafie und Hausnummer)




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 9 ... Peithaho
Fieldpost Station Network 22 May 1901 - 31 August 1901

One of three strategically-located fieldpost stations on the
Northeast Railway Line between Tongku and Mukden,
“PEITHAHO" WAS LOCATED BETWEEN
FIELDPOST STATIONS 8 (SHANHAIKUAN) AND 10 (KAIPING).

6 JUNE (1901) %
Free-frank view card, ’? -
postmarked at ‘é-g ‘
Fieldpost Station No. 9, %
sent to Babenhausen, \Yé
Germany. §&
Arrival Postmark: 3§ g
“Rengersdorf, ; @Z
4 August 1901”7 {[3E

e

Unit Validation Cachet:
“Bavarian Unit..
2rd Company,
é" Regiment”

MANSFELD 3PP

Exp. Mansfeld BPP

L —

. wm\\?’

O Joldpesne (S

Postkarte — Weltpostver@n /7

Carte postale — Union postale umverseLe N()

ey e Free-frank UPU
: S View-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 9,
sent to
Bindlach, Bavariq,
Germany.

7 JULY (1901)

Arrival Postmark:
“Bindlach.
10 August 1901”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 10 ... Kaiping
Fieldpost Station Network 21 May 1901 - 25 August 1901

One of three strategically-located fieldpost stations on the
Northeast Railway Line between Tongku and Mukden,
“KAIPING" WAS LOCATED BETWEEN
FIELDPOST STATIONS 4 (TONGKU) AND 9 (PEITHAHO).

4 JULY (1901)

Free-frank Chinese
UPU Card, postmarked
at
Fieldpost Station
No. 10,
sent to Z&rbig,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Z&rbig
18 August 1901”

Ex Romanov Exp. Dr. Stever BPP

.0°*”“ cpep, |
Ba- uMF-RE{;M*"' |

18 JUNE (1901)

Free-frank view card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 10,
sent to
Leipzig, Saxony,
Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“1¢t Battalion,

3 Infantry Regiment,
East Asiatic

Expeditionary Corps”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 10 ... Kaiping
Fieldpost Station Network 21 May 1901 - 25 August 1901

“Value Letters”, i.e. insured madil, up to Mks 150.00 in value, not exceeding
50 grams in weight, were handled as registered mail, and were free of
postage for military servicemen.

DURING ITS OPERATION IN CHINA, THE GERMAN FIELDPOST SYSTEM HANDLED SIX
MILLION UNITS OF MAIL OF WHICH ONLY 1553 UNITS WERE VALUE-LETTERS.

22 MAY (1901)

Officer's value letter in the amount of Mks 14.00 (23.5 grams),
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 10,
sent to
Neuenhaus with re-direction to Fulda, Germany.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tongku, German Post Office, 22 May 1901”

(Reverse)
“Nevenhaus (Hanover), 25 July 1901”
“Fulda, 26 July 1901”

Free-frank for military & value-letter mail under 50 grams to Germany.
20 Pfennig affixed & postmarked at the ‘Tongku’ German Post Office
by postal cierk assuming fee was required for officer’s mail
handied as registered value-iefier.



OTHER STAMP_ USAGES

FIELDPOST POSTMARKS 1900-1901

STAMPS NOT ISSUED
OR SOLD IN CHINA

TWO-MARK HIGH
VALUE [SSUE USED
FOR PARCELS &
FIELD TELEGRAMS

No. 7: Paotingfu

FIRST REGULAR STAMP
ISSUE.. GERMAN REICH
CROWN & EAGLE SERIES
WITH "CHINA' AT 56°

No. 5: Tientsin Tientsin-Base (Early) No. 7: Paotingfu No. 10: Kaiping

SECOND REGULAR STAMP ISSUE..
GERMAN "REICHSPOST' SERIES
WITH "CHINA" OVERPRINT..
ISSUED JANUARY/APRIL 1901

No. 2: Peking No. 2: Peking
Exp Mansfeld Exp Bothe

Unique Example!
ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Inbound Parcel Post & Letter Mail
Mail to China From Germany

PARCEL POSTTO
SUPPORT TRANSPORT
SHIP OF THE FAR EAST
CRUISER SQUADRON

20 DECEMBER (1900)

2 kilo parcel,
postmarked at
Hamburg, sent to the
officer's mess aboard

“HMS Brandenburg”
(Period of Activity in
Chinese Waters:
(Boxer Campaign)

30 July 1900-

9 August 1901

RM 1.00..
Flat-rate for parcels up
to 2.5 kilo for military &

naval personnel.

INBOUND LETTER-MAIL
TO A SOLDIER AT
TIENTSIN

7 JANUARY (1901)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Jeetze, Germany,,
sent to a recipient in
the “Howitzer
Munitions Column” at
Tientsin.

o rrﬂé"

Free-frank from
Germany as long as
endorsed
“Soldier’s Mail ..
Personal Matters
involving the
Recipient”

ok
oy
Eé:;
4




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CO RPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Hankau

OFFICIAL NAVAL MAIL TO “HMS LUCKS"

13 NOVEMBER 1900 Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

(Reverse)

Free-frank official mail,
postmarked at the German Post Office at Hankau,
sent to the
Imperial German Gunboat “HMS Lucks”
docked at Canton, China

“Hong Kong,
21 November 1900”

. “Canton,
22 November 1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

15 July 1900 - 1906

Langfang

“Langfang”, located halfway between Peking and Yangtsun on the
strategically important Peking-Taku Railway Line, site of a German
military base without an official fieldpost station designation,
RESULTING IN MAIL BEING TRANSFERED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICES AT,
INITIALLY, ‘TIENTSIN’ AND, LATER, ‘PEKING’ FOR FORWARDING.

iautang
Peking‘.? Kaiping .a:" Gulf
e :“0"0.‘ Yangtsun i0} Lt e o Shanhaikuan
e 0 o Pei-tha-ho
Fouping :" Tientsin 9, & -~
‘.“oPaotlngf 5’ K Tongku
& e ingtschou 2 Stdfort Port N
fg H of Arthur
Tschili

Copyright. Nackdruck verboten.

l)EL‘TlCHB DRUCKERFE] & VERLAGSANSTAL ' SHANGIHAL:

Zouts drowds 1escries.

"IVHDNVHS 'HS10H DNIHSITEAd F ONLLXTHI XYINATD

M/M/OW.

sl S

VMMW rrﬁm _ .
fum Z u 1/) él/'li‘;;'%b
2 FEBRUARY 1901

Free-frank view-card
(Count von Waldersee inspecting troops),
written at “Langfang” Military Base,
postmarked at Peking,
sent to Altenburg, Province Saxony-Anhailt,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Front)
“Altenburg, 30 March 1901”

7
e lol- postkarte—Post Carda%‘”#?\
g /"/‘ Sl e
[ % “/“' [ MBS
JL Vs U bhardlette W /‘j

Loty

A, y’é‘/p b o o

Front




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking

REGISTERED OFFICIAL MILITARY MAIL

30 APRIL 1901

Free-frank official registered mail from the
“1¢t Infantry Regiment of the
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps”,
endorsed “Militaria”, postmarked at Peking,
sent to the
Imperial Courts of Wiittemberg at
Gross Eislingen, State of Wiittemberg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark: :
(Reverse) e : e
“Eislingen, Reverse Cover Side

10 June 1901~




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking

FIELDPOST FORM-CARD MAIL .. 1900

INBOUND MAIL,
RE-DIRECTED & RETURNED
TO GERMANY

6 DECEMBER 1900

Free-frank inbound
Form-Card to
“Rifleman Rump of the
20 Infantry Regiment”,
postmarked at Kiel,
Germany, upon arival
soldier not located at the
2nd then 1¢ Regiments,
and subsequently
returned to Germany.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Peking,

German Post Office,
19 January 1901”

“Kiel, 8 March 1901” A e

OUTBOUND MAILTO
GERMANY

14 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank outbound
Form Card,
postmarked at the
German Post Office
at Peking, sent to
Magdeburg.

Arival Postmark:

“Magdeburg,
2 Janvary 1901”

Exp. Dr. Stever




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking

OUTBOUND FIELDPOST MAIL TO GERMANY .. 1901

1 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank
“Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at
Peking, sent to
Koschmin, Germany.

Armrrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Koschmin,
21 February 1901”

Exp. Dr. Lantelme

10 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Peking, sent to

Blessenbach
(FGrfort),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Férfort,

26 February 1901”

g LB , |
OSTAS. EXPED, | —rdlde Reldpopof

5 FEBRUARY 1901 L__KOMMANDEUR. §eld-Pofttarte

Free-frank Form-Card
with artwork (reverse), An
postmarked at
Peking, sent fo Leipzig, %, ' {
Germany.  JEEEE— . Z - j

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiafic
Expeditionary
Command
Headquarters”

Wobnung
(Strafe und Sausnummer)

Eh 4 b : ' i



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

FELDPOSTBRIEF

August 1900 - September 1901
Shanghai

S

| 251201.7-8Y.

16 DECEMBER 1900

Free-frank Chinese
UPU postal stationery
card
(artwork on reverse),
postmarked at
Shanghai, sent to
Breslau, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

Weltpostverein—Union postale universelle

83
ot

%
e

el
kS
e

“Breslau,

2% ees®se% s eat e e s aa",
4to0tseteetee 'od)
P O 0 0000 40100 00 00 0 4 04T 0 04 04 T2 00 a4 L0 | 1

_’YJ

20 January 1900”

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

fw POST CA

LA Lo u

r ! “%}e’?m’dms onq‘f Ly
el e

29 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank UPU
stationery card,
postmarked at
Shanghai, sentto
“Frau Ellen von

Siemens”
(renowned
German industrialist family),

Wannsee (Potsdam),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wannsee,
2 Januvary 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai

Official Naval Mail to Germany

31 JULY 1901

Official naval mail
cover, postmarked at
the German Post
Office at Shanghai,
sent from
“Torpedo Boat $§90”
to the Naval Pay
Office at
Wilhelmshaven.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Wilhelmshaven,
10 September 1901”

Exp. Haspel BPP



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 1 Nov. 1900 - Sept. 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku

OFFICIAL MILITARY o e el C A
MAIL BETWEEN o s Deutfhe Reichspoft

GERMAN FORCES IN ! ge [ bp oft f . t : s( ,

CHINA

14 JUNE 1901

Free-frank Fieldpost
Form-Card,
endorsed “Militaria”
from the Military
Supply Depot,
postmarked at
Tongku,
sent to
“Seargent Ebermann,

4" Company, B : e
&' Infantry Regiment SRR e
af Kaiping". ; Eh i :

RE-DIRECTED
GERMAN-BOUND
MAIL

29 APRIL 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Tongku, sent to

a military officer
originally located at
Strassburg,
re-directed to
Charlottenburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Charlottenburg,
11 June 1901”7

Unit Validation
Cachet:
3rd Railway
Construction Column,
Easf Asiatic
Expedifionary Corps




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

26 APRIL 1901

Free-frank Fieldpost

Form-Card
(with artwork on reverse),

postmarked at
Tongku,
sent to
Seelze (Hanover),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Seelze,
7 June 1901”

Unit Ehdorsemeni:
“Baftalion Fieldpost
Postal Clerk”

0STAS. EXPED.
3 INFANT-REGMT.

POSTCARD (4

Qarte postale.

1 Nov. 1900 - Sept. 1901

Tongku

24 JUNE 1901

Free-frank view-card,
postmarked at
Tongkuv, sent to

Bamberg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Bamberg,
2 August 1901”

Unit Validation
Cachet:
“ 3 Infantry
Regiment,
East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps “



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 1 Janvary 1900 - 16 March 1917
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschifu

?La-poftfarte B e
Deutschliand.

~ Carte postale — Union postale universelle.

S/ ¥ ﬁ\‘.
o e R s e
e R
M . Won , S Bled iz band

s by

e
g CRER 1% dng
UL [N

A B

Xowkep

24 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank UPU view-card (Tschifu Harbor),
postmarked at Tschifu,
sent to
Wilhelmshaven, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wilhelmshaven,
21 January 1901”7

Unit Validation Endorsement
* Senior Paymaster,
Tschifu®



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 26 Sept. - 31 Dec.1900
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Kiautschou Ternitory

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank Fieldpost Form-Card,
postmarked in “Kiautschou" Teritory
sent to
Darkehmen, Germany

Armrival Posimark:'
“Darkehmen,
22 December 1900”

Unit Validation Endorsement
« 2nd Battalion,
East Asiatic Infanfry Regiment”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Tsingtau
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Kiautschou Ternitory

5 January 1900 -
6 November 1914

8 JULY 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Tsingtav,
Kiautschouv,
sent to Quedlinburg,
Germany.

Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Quedlinburg,
18 August 1901”

Unit Endorsement:
“2 Company, 2"
Marine Battalion™”

1 April 1901 -
4 November 1914

1JULY 1901

Free-frank Japanese
UPU Postal Card,
postmarked at Tsingtau,
sent to
Neuffen, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Nevffen,
8 August 1901A"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS January - May 1901

Troop Rotation

SIX CHARTERED VESSELS OF THE NORTH GERMAN LLOYD
SHIPPING LINES (N.G.L.) WERE USED FOR TROOP ROTATION
for the ‘East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps’ as well as
the subsequent Occupation Brigade

NGL “H.H. MEYER"

'3
’fo poftl’arte~meltpoftverem

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 26

7o

e - s /,‘”"”7'%" ~7%

Period of Activity:
19 January =
16 April 1901

(Port Said, Egypt)
4 APRIL 1901

Free-frank NGL
Postcard,
postmarked on
board, sent to
Hamburg, Germany.

Arrival quimark:
“Hamburg,
11 April 1901”

/w.}?cymw%‘/

POSTCARD

NGL “RHEIN"

/i g\;.,p;;“’qr': N IMPERIAL GERMAN
(ot EFS “*‘w NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 26

Period of Activity:
5 May -
9 August 1901

(Suez Canal, Egypt)
16 MAY 1901

Free-frank view-card,
postmarked on board,
sent to
Kiel, Germany.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS July - October 1901

Troop Rotation

A supplementary unofficial wood-carved postmark indicating
“Imperial German Ship Mail - Steamer Bahia™
was applied o some mail sent from the “Bahia”.

: 3
NGL “BAHIA" oo P eld) e
| ¢
IMPERIAL GERMAN POS
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 48
Period of Activity: | Z
15 July - : 4“‘“/ zﬂf‘/[ 74

246 October 1901

(Port Said, Egypt) ! :
28JULY1901 @ S - 7@/4 Nt
223 [ 4

Free-frank view-card | "\ N\ “er %‘“W“ J ¢ ' A :
sent to i ; . Lo A
AFSESE, ST i {’ B Y N g A
Arrival Postmark: ‘
“Altboyen, )
5 August 1901”

A UNIT VALIDATION CACHET MARK (light blue ink)
was applied to postmark mail sent from the “Wittekind " since an official

TN
German Naval Post Office Postmark was not used. Anl"&i‘i

NGL “WITTEKIND”

[ 5N

ﬁ L IMPERIAL GERMAN
< POSTCARD [, Sy NAVAL POST OFFICE
(e T © WITHOUT NUMBER

Period of Activity:
5 September -
27 October 1901

(Shanghai)
23 AUGUST 1901

Free-frank view-card
sent to
Hagenau, Province
Alsace, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Hagenav,
22 October 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Naval Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901

To service the German Navy as well as German-flag
commercial vessels, a German Naval Hospital was established
at Yokohama, Japan, in July 1878, closing in December 1911,
after a similar hospital was established at Tsingfau, Kiautschou
Terniitory.

DURING THE ‘BOXER REVOLT’ PERIOD,
THE YOKOHAMA HOSPITAL TREATED CASUALTIES FROM THE
HOSTILITIES IN CHINA BETWEEN 1900-1901.

Mail sent from the Yokohama Hospital was handled through the
Naval Post Office, also accepted by the Japanese Post Office
affixed with German postage at the proper UPU rates.

Yokohama, Japan

X MARINE-<

SGHIFFSPOST |
YOKOHAMA
%222 4

01

2 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank fieldpost cover, written by
“Lieutenant Koch of the 3'¥ Marine Battfalion”,
postmarked at the Yokohama Hospital,
routed through the Naval Post Office,
sent to Dortmund, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Dortmund, .. December 1900”,



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Naval Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Yokohama, Japan

MAIL SENT FROM THE HOSPITALTHROUGH THE YOKOHAMA JAPANESE POST
OFFICE WAS ACCEPTED AS LONG AS PROPER GERMAN POSTAGE WAS AFFIXED
MEETING THE UPU INTERNATIONAL RATES.

26 NOVEMBER 1900

German postal
stationery letter-
card, postmarked at
Yokohama Japan
Post Office, sent to
Prettin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“ Preﬂin,
29 December 1900”

20 Ffennig..
Up-rated German-
domestic stationery
to
UPU international
Leflier-Rale

6 JANUARY 1901

Japanese postcard,
postmarked at the
Yokohama Japanese
Post Office, sent to
Prettin, Japan.

Arrival Postmark:
“Prettin, 9 February
1901”

10 Pfennig (5x 2 Pig)..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate

5
5
%
Al -
5\
3
<
5
£
S
hS
5
>




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Tientsin

‘CORPS FIELD HOSPITALNO. 1
WAS LOCATED AT TIENTSIN,
site of supreme headquarters for the
German military contingent.

5 APRIL 1901

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
postmarked at the Tientsin Military Fieldpost Station,
Sentto Goldberg, Germany,

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Goldberg, 17 May 1901",

Red Chinese Cachet Marking:
(Front & Reverse)
“Local Mail Delivery from Hospital fo
Fieldpost Mail Station™



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

‘CORPS FIELD HOSPITALNO. 2’
WAS LOCATED AT PEKING,
sites of the heretofore Chinese Government,
Foreign embassies & legations.

23 APRIL (1901)
Deutfche Reichspoit
Free-frank fieldpost 3
form-card, g
postmarked at ‘ 3 elbp O&farte‘
Peking, sent to
Mokern,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

“Mokern
(Magdeburg),
7 June 1901~

Unit Validation
Cachet:

(wood carved)
“Naval Field
Hospital..
Mail Marking”

20 MAY (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
“Mandarin” cover,
postmarked at
Peking,
sent to Neusalz,
Germany,

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Newvsalz, 10 July
1901”7,

Unit Validation
Cachet:

“East Asiatic
Expedifion ..

2 Field Hospifal”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

RANK & FILE SERVICEMEN WERE PERMITTED FREE-FRANK MONEY TRANSFERS
UP TO MKS 800
by completing a dedicated “Fieldpost Money Transfer Form Card” propetly
validated with a unit cachet mark.

5 AUGUST 1901

Hospital-chaplain-completed free-frank fieldpost money transfer form card
for a transfer of MKS$ 1.50,
sent to a business located at Magdeburg-Neustadt, Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition ..
2nd Field Hospital”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

AS A SOUVENIR FOR THE TIME SPENT IN CHINA,
one member of ‘Field Hospital No. 2’,
affixed postage of four nations’ post offices
(China, Germany, India (Britain) & Japan)
with appropriate postmarks.

29 AUGUST 1901

Philatelic-inspired fieldpost view-card,
postmarked at Peking, sent to Stuttgart,
Wiittemberg, Germany

Armrrival Postmark:
“Stuttgart, 9 October 1901”

Unit Validation Cachet:

(Front & Reverse)
“East Asiafic Expedition ..
2 Field Hospital”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Hospital Ship “Gera”

28 July 1900 - 6 August 1901

STEAMER SHIP “GERA",

chartered from the North German Lloyd Shipping line (N.G.L.)

FUNCTIONED AS A HOSPITAL SHIP OFF THE NORTH CHINA COAST
DURING THE ‘BOXER REVOLT’ PERIOD.

OUT-BOUND MAIL
FROM
“N.G.L. GERA"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 6

Period of Activity:
28 July 1900 -
6 August 1901

6 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank N.G.L.
Postcard, postmarked
on board, sent to
Berlin, Germany

Arrival Postmark
(Mix & Genest
Experimental Machine)

“(Berlin)
25 September 1900”

FetaPoftlarte ——IDeItpoftveretq/ O

Carte postale — Union postale universelle.

%W Mmﬁ jy, %77"’57”

G g 47&1%,& e

’%%44’/ fﬁ"qf’f % “'Tf"&,vq/ :

A el

4 "S)
N

e :

IN-BOUND MAILTO
“N.G.L. GERA™

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank in-bound
cover, addressed to
“Dr. Clemens
Gappel, Medical
Doctor on board
the “Gera”,
postmarked at
Dresden.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Hospital Ship “Gera” 28 July 1900 - 6 August 1901

e .

OFFICIAL NAVAL
MAIL FROM :
“N.G.L. GERA”

IMPERIAL GERMAN
POST OFFICE
NO. 6

Period of Activity: . A B ¥ i | s
28 July 1900 - i ;
6 August 1901 T

10 JANUARY 1901

Exp Willman
Free-frank official naval cover, addressed to
“Headquarters of the 2" Torpedo Unif”
at Witheimshaven Naval Base".

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Wilhelmshaven, 21 February 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Hospital Ships “Savoia” & “Wittekind” August 1900 - May 1901

STEAMERS “SAVOIA" & “WITTEKIND”,
chartered from the North German Lloyd Shipping Line (N.G.L.)
FUNCTIONED AS HOSPITAL TRANSPORT SHIPS OFF THE NORTH CHINA COAST
DURING THE ‘BOXER REVOLT’ PERIOD.

“N.G.L. SAVOIA”

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE

WITHOUT NUMBER

Period of Activity:
26 August 1900 -
10 March 1901

r : P “
S "}Z \I'e L4U§|“f SaVGIa
M POSTRARTE WELD Imslvf REIN
Carte postale — Union postale (ahpiarzt:

20 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
view-card,
postmarked at the
German Post Office
Shanghdi,

cachet endorsed
(reverse)

“Hospital Ship Savoia ..
Supervising Medical
Docftor”,
sentto Hanover,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark
“Hannover,
27 March 1901”

“N.G.L. WITTEKIND"

~0 ; | IMPERIAL GERMAN
Pofttarte — weltpoftvere},n S o NAVAL POST OFFICE
Carle postale — Union posfale umverselle{ ﬁ‘p‘é‘:‘:’i?g j NO. 28
Period of Activity:
24 August 1900 -
8 May 1901

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
UPU/NDL Postcard,
Postmarked on board,
Sent to Mannheim,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Mannheim,
25 Aprit 1901”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901

Return of Troops to Germany

Allied Forces had neutralized ‘Boxer’ presence in Tschilli Province by early
Spring 1901 with agreement on peace conditions between the
Chinese Government and the Allies by the end of May 1901.

BETWEEN JUNE — SEPTEMBER 1901, THE GERMAN WAR DEPARTMENT CHARTERED
TWELVE VESSELS TO TRANSPORT UNITS OF THE ‘EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY

CORPS’ BACK TO GERMANY.
NGL “PISA” - >
%&/ Gpr. F S8 fawpter 2ty te
IMPERIAL GERMAN ‘ / 7’/ "’f : R \g}
NAVALNI’é)-S]T3OFFICE | ﬁ//(f P O S TCARD S VBN
Period of Activity: [ o : P 4
15 August - M s /;
29 September 1901 y ) 3 & o
Wil L ke P e e e o s RS e bl e L ek ;;) L
(Singapore) ‘ NG
24 AUGUST 1901 | / ——& e i
Free-frank fieldpost Bl e v o o s e A T S
view-card, i P
postmarked on | e
board, sent to ‘ : -
Norden, Germany. : /%(, o z' p
Arrival Postmark: \7 """"""""""""""""" VAl
“Norden, : T S

21 September 1901”

TR NGL “PALATIA"

| IMPERIAL GERMAN
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 1 NAVALNPSSL)OFF'CE
o e “(’ﬂ EGYPTE , ’
Y G =z CARTE POSTALE ; Period of Activity:
X 5 September -
| 27 October 1901
F >4
L 3 (Port Said, Egypt)
o 3 30 JULY 1901
St DA | ;
e L2 ( Free-frank fieldpost
> ! Egyptian UPU

e o & 1
; e E‘B‘“ — R e : view-card,
[[Og-‘;gsn\lg )%EUMTS ' | . postmarked on board,

S sent to
i | Dettlingen, Germany.
2 /// ;i! N 7 Al =B | o . ; »
A A AY A A A ARV A N A A P AR R A VAN AR A ;‘ ! Arrival Postmark:
i S R A, ‘ “Dettlingen,

W S U et ESl) 10 August 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901
Return of Troops to Germany

HAPAG “BATAVIA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 66

Period of Activity:
2 August -
18 September 1901

(Egypf)
3 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
view-card,
postmarked on
board, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wettringen,
Germany.

Unit Validation
Cachet Mark:
“Field Bakery,
East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps”

NGL “NECKAR"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 71

Period of Activity:
11 August -
22 September1901

6 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank
fieldpost cover,
postmarked on board,
sent to
Tempelhof (Berlin),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Tempelhof,
29 September 1901”

Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“1¢ Battery
Field Howifzers"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Return of Troops to Germany

NGL “CREFELD"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 72

Period of Activity:
10 September -
29 October 1901

(Ceylon)
30 SEPTEMBER 1901

View-card,
postmarked on
board, sent to
Harburg, Germany.

5 Pfennig..
German domestic
postcard-rate

Wood-carved
circular postmark
used only on return
voyage, since official
“MSP 72” Postmark
was transferred
eailier to the German
Cruiser Squadron’s
Hospital Ship.

CD

5,

!

Ay DAMP“FR?;

June - October 1901

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
CEYLON (CEYLAN)

POSTCARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

NGL “WORTH"
(Unchartered
Naval Liner)

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 23

Period of Activity:
11 July 1900 -
11 August 1901

6 AUGUST 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
form card,
postmarked on board,
sent to
Leipzig, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Leipzig) T13,
10 August 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901
Return of Troops to Germany
Returned Mail

Because of mail transit times, servicemen could not always timely advise relatives
concerning relocations, transfers or reassignments.

WHERE IN-BOUND MAIL ARRIVED TO FIND THAT A SERVICEMAN HAD ALREADY EMBARKED FOR
HOME, SUCH MAIL WAS CACHEDT-MARKED & FORWARDED ..

st dptose

(“Return homeward has commenced”)

A 2 onnss o
| POSTKARTE

BEORS KUSELMANN, HANNOVER

30 MAY 1901

View-card, postmarked at Aurich, Germany, sent fo
“Sargent Baver, 3" Company, 3" East Asiatic Infantry Regiment" in China.

Upon arrival in Ching,
card was forwarded to various units searching for the recipient.
Without success, mail was cachet-marked “Heimreise angetrefen”,
returned to the Naval Post Office in Berlin, and forwarded back to Aurich.

Arrival Postmark Germany:
“Aurich, 27 September 1901”

5 Piennig..
German Domestic Postcard Rate



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August - October 1901
Return of Troops to Germany Home Bases

After having returned to
Germany from China,
servicemen were initially
quarantined at either
MUNSTERLAGER or LOCKSTEDTER
MILITARY BASES
in northern Germany prior to
discharge or reassignment.

Union Postale Universelle. o = ¥
e posooy BB S HEHE B
“LOCKSTEDTER LAGER” L

19 OCTOBER 1901

Japanese UPU view-card,
postmarked at ¢
“Lockstedter Lager”,
sent fo Lugan, Germany.

e
SIS

Arrival Postmark:
“Lugav,
30 October 1901”

e
St

Deant{he Reidhspoft 4
DPofttarte

“MUNSTERLAGER"
24 SEPTEMBER 1901

‘ Postal card,

‘ postmarked at

‘ “Mdinsterlager”,

; 5 : with text indication that

''''''''''' - . returning troops were in
| “Quaranfine”,

sent to
Taucha, Germany.

' : : e Arrival Postmark:
mobnungm.% ..... e 45 : A “Taucha'

Strafe und Hausnummer)
25 Sepmber1901”

5 Pfennig .. Domestic Postcard-Rate.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS September - November 1901
“Wilhelmshaven Usage” of ‘China’ Postage

Upon return of the German Light Cruiser “lrene” from China-duty during the
‘Boxer Revolt’ Period (1900-1901) in September 1901...

UNUSED POSTAGE INVENTORY OF 5, 10 & 20 PFENNIG VALUE ‘CHINA’-OVERPRINTED
POSTAGE STAMPS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE REICHSPOST AT WILHELMSHAVEN,

which supposedly transferred such stamps for sale to the main
post offices in the Cities of Wilhelmshaven & Miinster

ey — . — —— -

F o Carte postale
. %astkax‘te. Post card.  Dopisnice.
% Cartolina postale. Levelezd-Lap,
<=+ Correspondenzkarte. Briefkaart.
. _Karta korespondencyjna.
owka. OTKphITOE NUCHMO,
Weltpostverein.
le_universelle.

“China”
Overprint

30 OCTOBER 1901

View-card (Withelmshaven), postmarked at Wilhelmshaven,
sent to Hamm, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Hamm (Westtf.), 30 October 1901”

5 Pfennig..
German Domestic Postcard Rate

Only known postal history example with
“Wilhelmshaven” Postmark;
Three examples known with “Minster” Postmark.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN & PEKING
Provisional Government 1900-1902

Having been unsuccessful relieving Peking, the “Seymour Relief Forces”™
returned to now-besieged Tientsin, relieving it on 15 July 1900.
Since the heretofore Chinese-administered government officials
fled in fear of retribution by the expeditionary forces,

A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AT TIENTSIN WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE
COMMANDING OFFICERS OF THE FORCES ON 16 JULY 1900.

A provisional governor was also established at Peking,
upon having been relieved on 20 August.

UNFRANKED COVER TO THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT
OF “GERMAN PEKING”

Covert sent to “Governor Hadenichen” by courier
with validation hand-stamp:

“Civil Government .. German Peking”



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES

Provisional Government

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT..

“GERMAN DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE”

INSPECTED MAIL
ORIGINAL MAIL
FROM GERMANY TO -
CHlNA l'i‘nrirnmunmumllnnuvunm‘é;u‘Dl:.ﬂ\"rl:;m‘?gmnN.,.n.”.,,_..,...,,...,,.,,,,‘ TTEE]
Leipzig - Pofttarte mit Witwors —  Weltpoftverein - £ %
8 JUNE 1902 | , s ot
-1 Carte lm,\'mh' avec reponse payce { mulljp(mlni(' universelle 1 o
Reply card stationery [ ﬁ/ : -
set, postmarked at Bl gy ’
leip';ig, Germany, i o Olerlendrant WM o
and sent to 5 8.1 ¢ e v, ¢ 5?
“First Lieutenant ! o Gl e ortpind. Her Torigene ;’
HUkle i I I 5. 6"““""% it ‘!w\r fprov. %\Ru“ gi
in the Provisional : @f , % : o
Govermnment at g e ”’ LG 22 £
Tienis'n. nllllnnll T 0 O 0 3 A 7 O T SN Ilcj‘l‘kqllv{l‘l:‘:i‘:;ll.li ..... T i-"-“:'i'y“%;
10+10 Pfennig.. UPU ‘
international
Postcard-Rate +
Prepaid Reply
—m
LRI O SO SO T R O o M e T T T { Deutfdplanb - A]lemavne LS T I T LI

Pofttarte — Antwort — IDeltpoftverein

Carte postale — réponse — Union postale universelle

£ 2 Aﬁx«.mas&/e e R SR e e

é a I'adresse

4 ¥ - %
e A
.9":. ol %

fur fir die Adrefle

g : ;
tscH& Ag}teﬁ’ung

......................................................................

Exp Bothe BPP

Cachet Marking:
(Blue ink)

“Deutsche Abteilung der

internat(ionalen) Polizei"
(German Depariment of the International Police)

This marking was applied at Tientsin where the mail was inspected
for proper franking/postage by the
“international police” of the Provisional Government.

TIENTSIN

1902

RESPONSE-CARD
REPLY TO LEIPZIG

18 JULY 1902

Response reply to
Leipzig, postmarked
at Tientsin, with
original card left
attached, resulting
in the sender
affixing an
additional 10
Pfennig in postage.
73-day transit time.

Anival Postmarks:
“Leipzig L13,
28 August 1902”

10 Pfennig..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate +
10 Pfg. . covering
exira
postage for the
attached original
card.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type | .. Non-Overprinted ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series 1900-1901

A significant increase in mail volume during the Boxer Revolt of 1900-1901
resulted in a need for additional postage stamps by the
German Post Offices in Tschili Province,
FOUR PROVISIONAL TYPES WERE USED.

“TYPE I” PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED REICHSPOST ‘CROWN & EAGLE’
SERIES STAMPS TAKEN FROM THE STAMP STOCKS OF SEVEN GERMAN NAVAL
VESSELS FROM THE PACIFIC FLEET FOR USE IN CHINA.

 Exp. Richter
MIXED FRANKING OF TYPES | & Il PROVISIONALS
26 NOVEMBER 1900

‘Fieldpost’ cover, mailed at the German Post Office at Peking,
by a German Marine of the 4" Company, 1¢ Battalion,
sent fo a relative at Posen, Germany.
52-day transit time.

Arival Postmark:
“Posen, 17 January 1901”

20 Pfennig..
German military personnel letter-rate for mail in
excess of 50 grams in weight.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING & TIENTSIN
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

“TYPE II” PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED REICHSPOST ‘GERMANIA’ SERIES
STAMPS SHIPPED FROM THE GERMAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION AT SHANGHAITO THE

GERMAN POST OFFICES AT TIENTSIN & PEKING.

‘PEKING’ ORIGIN MAIL
2 FEBRUARY 1901

Registered fieldpost
mail on Chinese postal
card stationery,
postmarked at Peking,
sent by an officer of
the German military
high command in
China to the German
colonial office at
Dar-Es-Salamm,
German East Africa,
via Brindiisi sea mail.
72-day transit time.

Transit & Armrival
Postmarks:
(Front)
“Brindisi,

28 March 1901”
“Dar-Es-Salaam,
15 April 19017

30 Pfennig..

10 Pfg.. international
postcard-rate +
20 Pfg.. Registration
fee.

GERMAN-CHINA ORIGIN MAILTO GERMAN EAST AFRICA

)3’ GOPUOT WM DOPROT T UOS ¥ ACkLTTs s

%mijf@

1

5

E3ac3a
[y

BSeSeSenes
T R =
~

2
g

R e [y O

\

[Peking (Deutsche Post
Emgeschneben)

AT [ o T LTl
Al b e L L

T

(9

e ; = ‘TIENTSIN’ ORIGIN MAIL

Gt

| 20 JANUARY 1901
f/)/’//nﬂvt/% 7( /1/ }'

medical doctor at the
German military hospital,
sent to Bagamoyo,
German East Africa,
re-routed to Mpapua.
73-day transit time.

Tientsin postmarked
@ < / %/mf/ %’“‘”"’é cover written by a

Transit & Arival
Postmarks:
{ (Reverse)

[ “Aden, 25 February 1901”
i “Dar-Es-Salaam, 8 March
1901”
“Mpapuva, 3 April 1901”

20 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams)
UPU International
Letter-Rate

: @

idaan BN




PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

REGISTERED FIELDPOST
(SILK-COVER)
MAIL TO GERMANY

5 FEBRUARY 1901

Registered double-weight
fieldpost mail,
postmarked
at Peking, sent to
Dresden, Germany.
53-day transit time.

Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Dresden,
- 30:March 1901”

60 Pfennig..

40 Pig.. Double-weight
{30 grams) UPU International
Letter-Rate +
20 Pfg.. Regishration Fee

Cert. Stever BPP



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series
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TIENTSIN -
Field-Post 1901

USAGE:
10 October 1900 -
31 August 1901

2 MAY (1901)

Double-weight linen-cover, 143 grams, valve-letter
(RM 10.00), postmarked at the Tientsin German
Field-Post, sent to Berlin, Germany.
71-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“(Berlin 6) 12 July (1901)”

20 Pfennig..
Value-letters up to RM 150.00/50 grams were free-frank.
Valve-letters o RM 150.00/50-250 grams were subject to
20 Pfennig postage.

During the Boxer Revolt Period in China, the German Field-Post handied
six million units of mail, of which only 1353 were value lefters.

7 ; s gl o
SNl

Reverse Side

Embossed Seals’ Text:
“Military Hospital Personnel of the East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps”



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES

Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series

CIVILIAN MAIL
18 FEBRUARY 1901

Registered postal
stationery (hand-
drawn artwork on
reverse) card,
postmarked at
Peking, sent to
Dresden, Germany.
51-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dresden,
10 April 1901

30 Pfennig..

10 Pig.. UPU
International
Posicard-Rate +
20 Pfg.. Registration
Fee.

PEKING
1900-1901

CIVILIAN & LEGATION MAIL TO GERMANY

o=

- ’
VT | A e

'l'.':‘ g ”Séhel’osl :
’ ‘","S@chlfl"ieben.)_

Cerl. Steuer

GERMAN LEGATION MAIL

1 MAY 1901

Registered cover,
postmarked at Peking,
sent to Frankfurt/Main,

Germany.
44-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt/Main,
14 June 1901”

40 Pfennig..
20 Pig.. Single-weight
(15 grams) UPU International
Lefter-Rale +
20 Pfg.. Registration Fee

Exp. Bothe



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

Marine's mail fo Germany was free-frank.
MAIL TO OTHER COUNTRIES WAS NOT FREE BUT SUBJECT TO UPU INTERNATIONAL
RATES WITH OFFICER’S NON-FAMILY MAIL TO GERMANY REQUIRING FRANKING AT
THE PREVAILING GERMAN DOMESTIC-RATE.

RE-DIRECTED MARINE’S MAIL ...
CHINA-SWITZERLAND-
ENGLAND

11 MAY 1901

UPU German-postal stationery
card, postmarked at Peking,
sent to Zurich, Switzerland,
and
re-directed to Sheffield,
England.

Military Unit Cachet Marking:
“Kaiserlich Marine Il Battalion
‘Briefstempel”

(“Mail Marking .. Imperial 2" Marine
Battalion™)

Transit Arrival Postmark:
(Switzerland)

“Zirich,
20 June 1901”
10 Pfennig..

UPU International
Postcard-kde.

SENIOR OFFICER'S MAIL
- TO A MAIL-ORDER FIRM

8 JUNE 1901

 ‘Field-post’ endorsed
~ cover, postmarked at
~ Peking, sent to a business
at Braunschweig,
Germany.

Military Unit Cachet
Marking:
" “Pavet, Colonel &
Commander,
2nd East Asiatic Infanfry
Brigade”

Arrival Postmark:
“Braunschweig,
22 July 1901~

20 Pfennig..
¢ | Double-weight

(30 grams)
letter-rate to Germany




PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN
Type lll .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

In China at the time, the Mexican Dollar was the currency of exchange
having an official rate-of-exchange at $2.50 = RM 1.00 but where the free
market exchange rate was $2.00 = RM 1.00. potentially enabling
speculators to buy postage at the German Post Office at a
discount of 25% and ship it back to Germany for profit.

TO PREVENT SPECULATION, THE GERMAN POST OFFICE DIAGONALLY HAND-
OVERPRINTED SEVERAL VALUES ALONG WITH A POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
OF THE “GERMANIA" ISSUE WITH THE WORD “CHINA".

Pofttarte — Zve[fpoftverein

Carte postale — Union postale universelle

I T T iy

L= TS T e O R T WA YA S S Sy W

T T T T M S YT IO =}

L : ; A hmssr i

J

Exp. Willmann

“CHINA" HAND-OVERPRINTED POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
2 DECEMBER 1901
Businessman’s mail, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to his sister at Berlin, Germany.
64-day transit time.
Arrival Postmark:
“Berlin,

4 February 1902

10 Pfennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate .

Less than five examples known.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN
Type lli .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

3 Pig. = 20 Pfg. = RM 4.20 =

PRINTED MATTER RATE INTERNATIONAL PARCEL POST RATE
LETTER-RATE
Exp. Bothe BPP/Jakubek Exp. Mansfeld/Grobe/Brettl Cert. Dr. Steuer

Exp. Jakubek

3 MARCH 1901

Civilian German military or government
employee mudail, postmarked at the Tientsin
Military Field Post Office, sent to Cassel, Germany.
41-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Cassel,
13 April 1901”

10 Pfennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate .



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type lll .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

Although most “China” hand-overprinted stamps were distributed
at Tientsin, this example verifies that
HAND-OVERPRINTED STAMPS WERE POSSIBLY ALSO AVAILABLE AT
THE ‘PEKING’ POST OFFICE.

-

%ﬂ%/r@ 22258

Signed: Dietrich & Schmidt
Cent. Dr. Lantelme

10 PFG. “CHINA” HAND-OVERPRINT PAIR USAGE ON MIXED-FRANKED REGISTERED MAIL
20 JUNE 1901

Mixed franking registered cover,
postmarked at Peking, sent by “Paymaster Frost” of the
Imperial 1# East Asiatic Infantry Regiment, 2" Battalion,

to Dresden, Germany
44-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dresden,
3 August 19017

60 Pfennig..
40 Pig.. 2" weight-level (30 grams)
UPU International Letter-Rate +
20 Pfg.. Registration Fee

Only known usage through the ‘Peking’ Post Office.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES
Type IV .. Kiautschou ‘Yacht’ Series Usage

PEKING
1901

“TYPE IV” PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED ‘YACHT' SERIES
STAMPS FROM GERMAN KIAUTSCHOU,
supplied by the German Postal Administration at Shanghai,
FOR USE AT THE GERMAN POST OFFICE AT PEKING
to dlleviate the shortage of stamps caused by heavy

military-personnel mail usage.

SOLDIER’S ? &
POSTCARD MAIL 1 'Q
i R
6 SEPTEMBER 1901 ; R x
j
Fieldpost card,
endorsed |\
“Through the Naval N\
Post Office™”, with §
indication of NN

sender’s name and

unit, postmarked at
Peking, sent to

Libeck, Germany.

5 Pfennig..
Concession
posicard-rafe for
German military
personnel in China.

Yoy /{77”/;

; Deut{be Reidbspoft
7oL Pofitarte

Wi (Antwort)

o g ey, wonwng L)1

L/l L & 2y
¥ -y 4 (Strafe und Hausnummer) 4 : A F 3%

Cert. Dr. Lantelme

Exp. Dr. Stever

POSTAL-RESPONSE
CARD MAIL

? AUGUST 1901

Response pottion of a
Germany-origin
Reichspost postal reply
card set, postmarked at
Peking, and returned to
Erlau, Germany.
32-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Erlav (Saxony),
10 September 1901”

5+5 Pig. = 10 Pig..
UPU Intemnational
Postcard-Ratfe
{not Fieldpost valid for
reduced rate of 5 Pig., since
sender did not indicate his
name or military unif)



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS

“Pisa” Provisional
(June - October 1902)

Chartered by the German Ministry of War to transport returning troops from
China, the Steamer “Pisa” (Imperial German Naval Ship No. 2)
during the period of 26 June- 4 October 1902
had no postage stamps to frank the mail written or mailed by the troops
on-board, resulting in such mail being “Cash-Paid” and endorsed
“Frei 5" covering the German domestic postcard-rate.

UPON ARRIVAL IN GERMANY, THE MAIL WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE NAVAL POST
OFFICE AT BERLIN, WHICH AFFIXED POSTAGE, POSTMARKED SUCH WITH A
“DIENSTMARKE" (“Dm" = “On Service”) POSTMARK AND PLACED SUCH INTO
THE GERMAN POSTAL SYSTEM FOR DELIVERY.

EARLIEST
PROVISIONAL
USAGE

7 JULY 1902

View-card
postmarked on-
board ship, sent

to Schroda, (near
Posen), Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Schroda,
16 July 1902”

5 Pfennig..
German colonial
posicard-rate.

(v ".4,
570§JST-CARD — CARTE POSTAL%L
p ‘g

.

LATEST PROVISIONAL
USAGE

25 SEPTEMBER 1902

View-card,
postmarked
on-board ship, sent
to Gaustadt (near
Bamberg), Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Gaustadt,
6 October 1902”

5 Piennig..
German colonial
postcard-rate.



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Gunboat “SMS (HMS) litis” May 1899 - September 1914

German Gunboat ‘SMS llifis’ long effective service in China included
CAPTURE OF THE CHINESE FORTS AT TAKU (TONGKU) PERMITTING ALLIED SHIPS
TO ENTER TAKU BAY, DISCHARGE TROOPS & MATERIEL DURING ASSEMBLY OF
THE INTERNATIONAL EXPEDITIONARY FORCE TO PUT DOWN THE ‘BOXER
UPRISING’ IN NORTH CHINA.

‘SMS illtis’ was scuttied by her crew at Tsingtau on 29 September 1914to
avoid capture by the invading Japanese Forces in World War L

“SMS llitis™

“German Naval
Ship Post Office

il | POST CARD.

Tsingtau
23 August 1900
(2nd Yangtze River
Vayage)

View-card,
postmarked on-
board sent to
Hanau, Germany

y/ahﬂ %A Of/w\ o,

o{ M#Mhm[ﬂ Jfgk-

German colonial | Oy
postcard-rate. ey = s '

Arrival Postmark:
“Hanaw,
27 September :
1900” i

Hong Kong

17 October 1904
(9™ Coastal Voyage)

R

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE | = &2
for ISRE:

POST CARD. -{5%)
\ " ' View-card, postmarked

on-board, sent to
Dortmund, Germany.

| Arrival Postmark:
‘ “Dortmund,
18 November 1904”

5 Pfennig..
German colonial
posicard-rate.



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Gunboat “HMS Luchs” September 1900 - July 1914

“HMS Luchs”

German Naval
Ship Post Office
No.3"

2 AUGUST 1900

Cover, postmarked
on board,
sent to Kiel,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Kiel,

12 August 1900

20 Pfennig..
Double-weight
Domestic German

Leifter-Rate.

“HMS Luchs”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.3”

(Hong Kong)
23 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
view card,
postmarked
on board, sent to
Iwickav,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Iwickav,
23 December-1900”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Gunboat “HMS Jaguar” November 1899 - July 1914

“HMS Jaguar”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 45”

Photo of Imperial
German Gunboat
“HMS Jaguar”

“HMS Jaguar”

Deutfdbe Reibspoft
 Seld:-Pofitarte

: German Naval Ship
: Post Office No. 45"

(Yangize River)
19 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wiesbaden
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,
21 February 1901”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser “HMS Gefion" April 1898 - June 1905

“HMS Gefion™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 38”

lllustration Card of
Light Cruiser
“HMS Gefion”

“HMS Gefion™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 38”

17 MARCH 1901

Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent to
Berlin,
Germany




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruisers “HMS Seeadler” & “HMS Bussard”

“HMS e
Seeadler”
German Naval Ship
Post Office No.11" |
Period of Activily:
August 1900 - :
June 1905 ?
29 AUGUST 1901 8
‘g,
Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked e
on board, sent to Nits
Wilhelmshaven, }p
Germany :
Arrival Postmark: 5
“Wilhelmshaven, : s : Anirr P A fhoon R,
5 October 1901” W T > o ]
Exp. Willmann
“HMS Bussard”
German Naval Ship
Post Office No.51"
Period of Activity:
November 1901 -

February 1904
6 JUNE 1901

Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent fo
Wilhelmshaven,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Wilhelmshaven,
15 July 1901”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser “HMS Geier” September 1901 - September 1904

2

P ) Vpﬁ‘ ‘.f",:d:"u :
“HMS Geier 7 é g@ygy%xebm
,;' SCE iy
L niPRe

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 36"

23 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
view card,
postmarked
on board, sent to
Hamburg-Bergedorf,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:

“Bergedorf, - m(‘gc/g"b e RN
30 November 1900” f%}/ (Strafe und Sgauénummer)g? ; LR IS e
: mfw/% 9. /-

Deutfbe Reichspoft “HMS Geier”

Seld-Pofttarte

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 36”

(Shanghai) v
14 FEBRUARY 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wiesbaden,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,
21 March 1901”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser “HMS Schwalbe” September 1900 — August 1902

“HMS
Schwaibe”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.17”

18 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
form card,
postmarked
on board, sent to
Friedrichsort,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Friedrichsort,
15 November 1900”

“HMS Schwalbe™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.17”

22 APRIL 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
Lubeck,
Germany




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Heavy Cruiser “HMS Fiirst Bismarck” September 1901 - September 1908

“HMS
First Bismarck”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.43”

(Shan-Hai-Kuan)
6 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
- Berlin,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“(Betlin)
15 November 1900”

“HMS Furst Bismarck”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.43"

5 MARCH 1902

Cover, postmarked
on board, sent to the
“Deutsche Bank”
Berlin,
Germany

Armival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“(Berlin),
4 April 1902”

10 Piennig..
Domestic German
lefter-rate for
occupatfion-period
mail to Germany




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Heavy Cruisers “HMS Kaiserin Augusta” & “HMS Hansa"

“HMS Kaiserin
Avugusta”

German Naval Ship -~ Deutfcbe Keicbspoff

Post Office No.15” :
Seld=Pofttarte

Period of Activity:
April 1898 -
December 1901

(Taku)
16 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card,
postmarked
on board, sent to
Frankfurt/Main,
Germany

ages r%mobnung ........................ LoVl hestet W o A

o y !
(Strafie und Sausaummer)
i

o

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt/Main,
29 October 1900” S

“HMS Hansa”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.44"

Period of Acfivity:
October 1899 ~
% July 1906

18 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent to
Kiel,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Kiel,
27 December 1900”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS Printed-Matter Mail

Madil to German Naval Ships in Chinese Waters From Shanghai

SAHMS
Kaiserin Augusfa”

DS

Period of Activity: S L e ,Q,. e ; o oy e
April 1898 - : E ; T Irl AN
ottt Doy Ditafiatifiie Tloph, semsiio
(Shanghai) fee e : ‘ [ i3 e
9 APRIL 1901 : i

NG NPT A R G S i

Drucksache,
“Der Ostasiatische

Lloyd™” Cover, R e g =
postmarked at ; jt S.M.S. ,,Kaiserin Augusta S
Shanghai, sent to R

“HMS Kaiserin ik %

Augusta”

3 Pfennig.. e G TR 3 CaEre | ; =
Printed-matter rate SENRER O e bl / e g St
for mail fo 50 grams : SRy b DRV e et s - %
BelweenGerman | Rl SR i S L

land or seas post i B s A : : -
officesin China :

(28 August 1886 —
1 October 1905)

“HMS llitis™

Period of Activity:
May 1899 -
September 1914

(Shanghai)
2 October 1906

“Der Ostasiafische
Lioyd” Cover,
postmarked at
Shanghai, sentto
“HMS Ilitis”

2 Cenis..
Printed-matier rale
for mail fo
100 grams
beilween German
land or seas post

offices in China
{1 October 1905 ~
16 March 1917)




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Langfang

“Langfang”, located halfway between Peking and Yangisun on the
strategically important Peking-Taku Railway Line, became a German
military base, without a fieldpost station,

RESULTING IN MAIL BEING TRANSFERED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICES AT,
INITIALLY, TIENTSIN AND, LATER, TO PEKING FOR HANDLING.

(17 AUGUST 1901) :
Free-frank Chinese UPU | [REE S Sec oo oo 2.
view-card, written by | S L e £

- ]
8

“Private Link,

4" Company, “2% {
Regiment of the East

Asiatic Occupation
Brigade”,

endorsed “Langfang”,

sentto “Private Reinke,

Guard Headquarters” at

il 3 ‘ 2y &k
Union Postale Universelle. 5 o o
I ﬁgwﬁﬁt i

s S s O S
NEEERICEIECIOREES
7
=

EOISEERICS

o i
Pai-tai-ho. o 8
Unit Validation Cachet: R 3
Used to postmark mail &% 9
sent between German f&g g
Military Bases @ 9
through the German Post L
Office in China.
5 Pfennig.. s i Xl i :
German colonial R L S L A SR —
postcard-rate valid for Exp Stever BPP
military occupation
troop mail
25 NOVEMBER 1905
PHOTO OF THE
COMMEMORATIVE
MEMORIAL AT
“LANGFANG”
RECOGNIZING THE
CONSTRUCTION OF
THE GERMAN
MILITARY BASE

View-card sent to a
soldier in the 3¢
Company, 2™
Regiment, East
Asiatic Occupation
Brigade at
Shanhaikuan.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

Having suppressed the ‘Boxer Society’ in North China by 1 February 1901,
twelve dllied nations signed a Peace Accord on 29 May 1901 calling for punishment and
compensation from the Chinese Government for supporting the ‘Boxer Society’ and the
vprising to the effect of US$ 700 million indemnification payable over forly years,
occupadation of North China until 30 June 1906, and with
FOREIGN GARRIOSNS REMAINING IN CHINA IN SELECTED AREAS IN PERPETUITY.

FOR THE GERMAN OCCUPATION BRIGADE, POSTAGE WAS NO LONGER FREE
but subject to German-Post-Office in China or Domestic Germany rates.

11 JUNE 1904

A ﬂ% e 3
UPU view-card, /;7“'2// 7 W’W‘WW meft 7

written by “Lieutenant

von Winckler of the POSTI("AR’FE i : :
German Legafion Carte postale — U,m,ogx %f e'qnilv:é;"selle“‘ e
Guard”, ; - ESATZ, RRIGAD:

sent fo Nuremberg, {188 g_ﬂ' 2. |M ﬁtum.u
- 4

Bavaria, Germany.
Unit Validation /% 0% % %/ ﬁ/
Cachet:
“2nd Battalion, 29
Infantry Regiment,
East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade

”

Arrival Postmark:
“Nirnberg,
.. July 1904”

5 Pfennig..
German Domestic
Postcard-Rate - : B P R AR

26 NOVEMBER 1906

Printed-matter cover,
sent to Augsburg,
Bavaria, Germany

Unit Validation Cachet:
“2nd Baftalion, 2nd
Infantry Regiment, East

Asiatic Occupation
j///ﬂ%ﬁ/ﬂ’/(f/// g el Brigade”

/45 ///// /”/ 4 gy,

8 January 1907"

/?'/’//zﬁ //4 (/:;/? 2 Cents..

German printed-
matier rate for mail up
fo 100 grams.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade German Legation Guard

THE GERMAN LEGATION GUARD HAD ITS OWN MAIL
VALIDATION CACHET MARKING,
validating out-going mail.

Until 30 April 1906, the guard consisted of soldiers of
the ‘East Asiatic Occupation Brigade’ with marines
from the naval detachment stationed at Peking
replacing them until 30 June 1908.

German Legation Mail Sel

1 APRIL 1908 : Post-Karte ‘\u’d-{/
efkaart

Levelezi-Lap — Post card — Bri
Bretkort — Carte postale

UPU view-card, written | Cartolina postale — 'larjeta postal

Dopisnice — Karta Korespondencyjna
by a g(::ﬁ:ergember Z Correspor‘lwr}en/karte — Dopisnica g
eltpostverein s,
“Via Si ia’, \ Union postale universells — Unic ne postale universala
ia Siberia’ : OTRPRITOR [[ICLW0.
sent to Dellwig, P
Germany. ?{
N, NS A (S e B e

Validation Cachet:
“Mail Validation Mark ..
Legation Staff Guard”

2 Cents..
German Domestic
Postcard-Rate
equivalent (5 Pig.)

6 MARCH 1907

View-card written by a
guard member, sent to
Bad Reichenhall, Bavaria,
Germany

Cgﬂe postale - Postkarte — Post: Card

qufolma postale — Doplsmce Le\e]ezo Lap Karta korespondencv;na ~ Briefkaart
: Correspondenzka.rte - Tar]eta postal - B fko,rt = Blevkort = Orhpm'ro HHCHMO

/,‘(V,! ‘r RIS > ; T el o
e I (5. & el £
2 A} - . 3 ”‘- 5 .
€M S v \ ko

i s el
iy Fortlin

Validation Cachet:
“Mail Validation Mark

v 4 % J’ s g&pﬁ/ﬁy ..Legation Staff Guard”

Arrival Postmark:
A M g SEGN “Bad Reichenhall,
15 April 1907

c%-‘iﬁ o M%M% f Gen:aiel;‘;sr;esﬁc

:e‘x‘{'\ Verlag Carl Wolff, Tientsin

Postcard-Rate
equivalent {5 Pig.}




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Mail Through the German Post Office in China
‘German Legation Mail’

MAIL SENT BETWEEN GERMAN CONSULATES OR LEGATION
WITHIN CHINA WERE FREE-FRANK THROUGH THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE NETWORK,




Peking - Shanghai

15 JANUARY 1902

Registered free-frank official German legation mail cover,
postmarked at Peking,
sent to the consulate at Shanghai.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Shanghadi, Deutsche Post,
22 Janvary 1902”




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanhaikuan
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (Forerunner Supplementary Postmark)

Located along the Yellow Sea Coast with a rail fine
from Tongku to Northeastern China, ‘Shanhaikuan’had a
short-lived German Post Office experiencing severe winter
conditions in 1901-1902 resulting in the
POST OFFICE BEING TRANSFERRING SOUTHWARD BY TWENTY
KILOMETERS TO ‘TSCHINGWANGTAU’, REOPENING IN MARCH 1901.

Usage:
1 September -
30 November 1901

9 SEPTEMBER 1901

Soldier’s cover, non-
acceptance of free-
franking effective
September 1, resulting
in postage due of 20
Pfennig from recipient
in St. Johann, Saar.
23-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Tongku,

9 September 1901”
“$t,Johann (Saar)
10 October 1901”

20 Pfennig
Postage Dve..
10 Pig Colonial
Letter Rate +
10 Pfg. Penalty

16 OCTOBER 1901

View-card
(Field Marshall's
Asbestos-Built Quarters)

postmarked
Schanhaikuan, transit
Tongku, sent to Leipzig,
47-day transit time.

Unit Validation

Endorsement:

“gth Company,

1st East Asiatic
Occupation Regiment”

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Tongkuv,

17 October 1901”
“Leipzig-Volkmarsdorf, 2
December 1901

5 Piennig..
Colonial
Postcard-Rate.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanhaikwan
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (1 March - 31 October 1902)

After the severe winter of 1901-1902, the ‘Shanhaikwan’ Post Office
reopened in March 1902, now using a dated postmark having the spelling
“SchanhaiKWAN" versus “SchanhaiKUAN"
used in the earlier forerunner postmark.

Usage: THIS SHORT-LIVED POST OFFICE CLOSED AT THE END OF
1 March - 31 October 1901 OCTOBER 1902.

15 SEPTEMBER 1902

Unfranked postage-due
view-card
(Tientsin Fort),

written at Peitaho,
postmarked at
Schanhaikwan, sent to
Reichenbach,
Germany.

Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“5th Company, 2nd
East Asiatic Occupation
Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:
“Reichenbach (Odenwald),

27 August 1902
10 Pfennig
Postage Due..
5 PIg valid Cerl Steuer
postcard-rate
+ 5 Mg. Penatly 22 JULY 1902
View-card
(Chinese Soldiers)
x postmarked

Schanhaikwan, sent to
Montpellier, France,

Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“Finance Office,

\",f 4 34 Battalion, 1+
/ / / Regiment,
7 A /%4 ;,/g/z/ 2 ) a0 East Asiafic Occupation
'% ) {-‘ Brigade”
,.- f’h. y
é/ L5 Arrival Postmark:
/ /574 Zbﬂ/// s L %fﬂ M/ “Montpellier Herault, 31
g ) September 1902”
10 Pfennig..
UPU Intemndtional

Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

'31 August 1901’
was the end of the
“Boxer Uprising
Intervention” by the
dllies, resulting in
cessation of the “free
franking” postal
concession for
military rank & file
German Servicemen.

EFFECTIVE
‘1 SEPTEMBER 1907’,
ALL SOLDIERS’ MAIL
WAS SUBJECTTO
GERMAN COLONIAL =
HOMELAND POSTAL
RATES.

4 NOVEMBER 1901

Cover postmarked at
Shanghai, with routing
endorsement
“Through the Naval Post
Office”, sentto
Hohenhasseln,
Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“1st Battalion,
1st Infantfry Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Hohenhammeln,
9 December 1901”

10 Pfennig..
German colonial
leﬂer-mie.’



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

COMMEMORATIVE SUPPLEMENTARY MARKING
“Deutsches Lager .. Shanghai”

TO COMMENORATE FORMATION OF THE 15T EAST ASIATIC REGIMENT & ACTIVITY IN
CHINA DURING THE PERIOD OF 16 JULY 1900 - 16 JULY 1902, A CELEBRATION
TOOK PLACE AT THE REGIMENT'S SHANGHAI BASE.. “ZI-KA-WEI"

Commemorative postcards illustrating the ‘Kaiser were donated by the German
Printing Office for the event with a commemorative supplementary postmark
applied to postcards sent through the mail.

.....................................................................................................................

{ j{ AN A
, ) - — | Pch /\ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
I O am g A ’ffm ........ 'R
Fo ¥ g ’
Exp Mansfeld/Cert. Bothe BPP
16 JULY 1902 o D ———

| dic Forsitroes s 1. @sgis. .- Reofmendos
- . . Jnli 1900 — l"ﬁ‘li o,

Local mail vsage of the commemorative postcard =}

with supplementary marking..

“Deutsches Lager”

fest ira M # "Lw-‘ks“, b

i 4
; Shanghai Zfa-wa Lager,

5 Pfennig..
Postcard rate for mail sent through
German Post Offices in China

|

|

|
z
%
i

Reverse



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Official Military Mail

7 FEBRUARY 1902

“Militaria” endorsed
free-frank official-mail
cover,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Military
Headquarters at
Berlin, Germany.
46-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
(Reverse) -
“Medical Office of the
East Asiatic Occupation
Brigade™”

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Berlin,
25 March 1902”

10 Pfennig..
German colonial
lefter-rate.

Exp Dr. Stever



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Registered Headquarters Mail

16 NOVEMBER 1901

Registered cover, sent through the Naval Post Office at Berlin,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to Hamburg, Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“Headquarters of the
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade™

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Hamburg, 5 January 1902”

40 Pfennig..
20 Pfg.. Single-Weight
(15 grams})
UPU International Lelter-Rate +
20 Pfg.. Registration Fee



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

MAIL SENT TO OTHER-THAN-GERMANY COUNTRIES WAS SUBJECTTO
UPU INTERNATIONAL RATES
with postage due in the event mail was short-franked.

27 NOVEMBER 1903

Short-franked cover, postmarked at Tientsin sent to
Geneva, Switzerland, with postage due & penalty upon receipt
to cover the 10 Pfennig short-franking.
23-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Occupation Brigade,
1st Battalion, 2" Infantry Regiment"

Receival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Geneva Facteurs, 20 December 1903”

10 Pfennig..
Should have been 20 Pfennig to cover the
UPU International Single-Weight (20 grams) Leffer-Rate,
resulting in 25 Centimes Postage Due with Penalty
paid by the recipient.

One of two postage due covers known.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

SOLDIERS’ MAIL DURING THE OCCUPATION PERIOD CONTINUED
TO REQUIRE MILITARY UNIT VALIDATION IDENTIFICATION

BY ENDORSEMENT OR BY CACHET MARKING.

13 FEBRUARY 1902

Soldier's Cover,
postmarked at Tienfsin,
sent to Frankfurt (Main),

Germany.
44-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiafic
Occupation Brigade,
Clothing Depot”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Frankfurt (Main),
29 March 1902”

10 Piennig..
Single-weight
(20 grams)
German Colonial
Lefter-Rate

—
-

f &R
* JoSTAS.BES:7 12D}
L SCKLEIDUNG. EPU

1

Signed Hauenstein

24 NOVEMBER 1904

Union Postale Universelle.

GAIRTE POSIALE

Soldier's mail using a
Japanese-printed UPU

postcard, postmarked
at Tientsin, sent to
Gotha, Germany.
41-day transit time.

iy

-~
R

A

I
Ty

: 4 *a
BEiHS iﬁiﬂﬁ?@*
; ti.

= :
4 EEER AR O & ) p
.(S‘."(_. Pk i i'ouu_i

L e |

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupadtion Brigade,
Headquarters,
2nd |Infantry Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Gotha,
4 January 1905”

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

'EAST ASIATIC OCCUPATION BRIGADE .. MOBILE ARTILLERY BATTERY' MAIL

2 NOVEMBER 1901

Former ‘Fieldpost
Form Card’,
postmarked at
Tientsin, endorsed

“To be forwarded
through the Naval
Post Office”,
re-directed to
Chemnitz, Germany.
56-day transit time.

Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Mobile Adillery”

Arrival Postmark:
“Chemnitz,
28 December 1901”

5 Pfennig.. Exp. Mansfeld BPP
German Colonial

Posticard-Rate

24 FEBRUARY 1902

Japanese-printed UPU
postcard, postmarked
at Tientsin, sent to
Berlin, Germany.
44-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Mobile Attillery”

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin) 38,
9 April 1902”

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Posicard-Ratle.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China

East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Tientsin

SOLDIERS’ MAIL USING “CHINA" OVERPRINTED POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS

10 APRIL 1902

Soldier’s mail,
postmarked at
Tientsin, endorsed
sent to
“General von
Salzmann” at Wesel,
Germany.
47-day transit time.

Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asiatic

Occupation Brigade,

Medical Office”

Arrival Postmark:
“Wesel,
27 May 1902"

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate

g

E

Z.BRIGAD

AT,
SANITATSAMT.

iAS.BES

1
iUSv
S

S B

S

Deutfhe Reidhspoft
Pofttarte

! f‘

b

iOS"Ab BC 2477.BRIGADE

UBAT. Life-

REEMTS

1Deutf e Relcbspoﬁ
J Pofttarte

1 FEBRUARY 1904

Soldier's mail,
postmarked
at Tientsin, sent to
Breslau, Germany.
23-day transit time
(‘Via Siberia’ Routed Mail)

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
2nd Battalion, 14 Infantry
Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:
“Breslav,
24 Februa;y 1904”

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Official Military Mail

“TONGKU",
A PORT CITY, ..

WAS THE PRIMARY .

SUPPLY ROUTE FOR .y

THE OCCUPATION N
BRIGADE IN

NORTHERN CHINA.

2 OCTOBER 1902

Free-frank “Militaria”
Endorsed Official Mail,
postmarked at Tongku,

sent to headquarters

at Tientsin.

Unit Validation Cachet:
(Reverse)
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Headquarters"



1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906

OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Tongku

Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

11 DECEMBER 1901

Soldier’s view-card | : _ =)

mail posimarked at | Cartolina postale — Post card — Levelezid-Lap — Briefkaa
To,ngku sent to Weltpostverein

Eisenach, Germany. Union postale universelle — Unione postale universale

39-day transit time.

Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Police™”

Arrival Postmark:
“Eisenach,
19 January1902”

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Posicard-Rate

y Union Postale Universelle.

CARTE POSTALE el Lt 8 AUGUST 1904

Soldier’'s view-card
mail, postmarked at
Tongku, sent to Gmind,
Wirtemberg, Germany.

Unit Validation
| Endorsement:
“é6th Battalion,

2¢ Infantry Regiment”

j Arrival Postmark:
“Gmiind,
22 September 1904”

. 5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschinwangtau
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (Chin Wang Tao)

Located about twenty kilometers south of Schanhaikwan, a railway junction,
on the coast, Tschingwangtau's harbor was mostly ice-free
during the winter ...
AN IMPORTANT GERMAN-FORCES POST-BOXER-WAR & OCCUPATION-PERIOD
LOCATION HAVING AN OPERATIONAL GERMAN POST OFFICE
BETWEEN 1901-1906.

USAGE: 1 December 1901~ Eidmpié bééd ond
30 January 1902 package card

27 DECEMBER 1901

View-card written by “Bugler Mayr"” of the 1¢ Regiment, 7t Company,
German Occupation Force, postmarked at “Chin Wang Tao”,
sent to Coblenz, Germany, by way of the Naval Post Office at Berlin.
39-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Coblenz,
4 February 1902”

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial Posicard-Raie.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschinwangtau
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (Chin Wang Tao)

USAGE: 15 January 1902 -
10 March 1906

30 DECEMBER 1902

Cover, postmarked at
Tschinwangtau,
sent to Colditz, Germany.
44-day transit time.

10 Pfennig..
German Colonial Single-Weight
(20 grams) Letier-Rate

POSTKARTE
22 JANUARY 1902

View-card, postmarked
at Tschinwangfau, sent
to Leipzig, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Leipzig,
1 March (1902)"

5 Piennig..
German Colonial
Postcard-Rate

China.

stkarte. — Weltpostverein,
28 JANUARY 1906 7N boktale. — Union postale universelle.
— Post car
View-card, 'ﬂ3 06. 1'2

postmarked at 3'9'7
Tschinwangtau, sent to +
Iburg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Saarburg,
31 January 1906”

2 Cents. =
5 Pfennig...
German Colonial
Posicard-Rate

%ﬂ//ﬂ//

, ranal \w-Rat

% B D
%"ﬁ@h’tﬂ&&"#k’ﬂ*’&?
L

C. H. 8.
Copyright.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
“Imperial German Railway” Post Office Mail

Peking-Taku Railway

(Tschili Province)
1900-1901

During the ‘Boxer Revolt’ hostilities (1900-1901),

most of the line to Peking became operational.

NON-MILITARY FRANKED MAIL.

‘Tongku/Taku-Tientsin-Peking' Railway was mostly destroyed with limited use.

Because of its strategic military value, German Forces attempted to
rebuild it as quickly as possible. By 15 September 1900, portions of the line
between Yangtsun-Tongku/Taku operated again. By December 1900,

A LOCALLY HARDCARVED WOODEN POSTMARK WAS PREPRARED AND USED
BETWEEN OCTOBER 1900 - MARCH 1901, PRIMARILY AS A SECURITY MARK FOR
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USAGE: 17 October 1900 —

25 March 1901
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‘2,

MARCH 1901

Cover, undated postmark,
“Imperial German Railway Mail .. Peking-Taku”
sent to Wiesbaden, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden, 18 April 1901”

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams) colonial

Gl Con
’PZ@'/W ; ﬁ%&/ 443;7 76,

ietter-rate for non-military reiated-mail sent fo Germany.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Railway Post Offices & Mail

Shantung Railway

(Shantung Province)

1901-1902
Tschiangling

Considered by the German Government & Occupation Forces in China as
strategically & commercially important, the German-financed- buiit
Shantung Railway" Line connected Tsingtau, Kiautschou, with the north-south
Chinese railway line connecting with Tientsin & Peking.

AS THE SHANTUNG RAILWAY (“Schantung Bahn”) WAS BEING COMPLETED,
SHORT-LIVED GERMAN POSTAL STATIONS AND POST OFFICES
WERE OPENED ALONG THE ROUTE.

THE FIRST STAGE OF THE FUNCTIONAL “Schanfung Bahn” WAS THE SECTION
‘TSINGTAU-KAUMI’, WHERE A TRAIN POSTMARK WAS APPLIED TO TRAIN MAIL
ALONG WITH THE LOCAL GERMAN POSTAL STATION SUPPLEMENTARY POSTMARK.

Gulf
of
Tschili

e

kilometars FWE aler K. Heimann, 2002

Deut{dhe Reichspoft
Pofttarte

First day usage of the “Tschiangling” Postmark
together on train mail having the “Tsingtau-Kaumi” Train Postmark.

"‘. Tschingtschoufu USAGE: USAGE
AT T T 14 December 1901 - 24 January -

% Schantung-Bahn ';;&"{3.,-,“. ) 21 March 1902 1 June 1902

e S Qi
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® "‘\59“\ Kiautschou sngiay

£ Scale

. Yellow Sea 24 JANUARY 1902

Postal stationery
card mailed on-
board “Train No. 2"
on the
Kaumi (eastward)
direction route, with
supplementary
postmark
“Tschiangling” and
train postmark
"Tsingtau-Kaumi”
Tschiangling, sent to
recipient
(general delivery)
at Kaumi.

Arrival Postmark:
“Kaumi,
246 January 1902”

5 Pfennig..
Postcard-rate for
inner-China mail sent
between German
post offices.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1902
Nanliv

‘NANLIU" WAS THE NEXT POSTAL STATION TO BE OPENED ON THE
SHANTUNG RAILWAY LINE AFTER “TSCHIANGLING” where ils
supplementary postmark was also applied to the train postmark for
mail accepted at that German postal station.
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USAGE: USAGE
21 March - 24 January -
1 June 1902 1 June 1902
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Exp Stever

25 APRIL 1902

Postal stationery card mailed on-board “Train No. 2" on the
Kaumi (eastward) direction route, with supplementary
postmark “Nanliu” and train postmark “Tsingtau-Kaumi”
applied at Nanliu, sent to Frankfurt, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt,
2 June 1902

10 Pfennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903
Tschingtschoufu

EAST-BOUND MAIL DIRECTION ‘TSINGTAU'
(KIAUTSCHOU PROTECTORATE TERRITORY)

USAGE: USAGE

15 June - 2 June 1902-
31 October 1903 1 November 1904

ST -

15 NOVEMBER 1903

Postal reply-card set, mailed on-board “Train No. 1"

on the Weihsien (eastward) direction route, with
supplementary “Tschingtschoufu” Postmark
& train postmark “Tsingtau-Weihsien”
applied at Tschingtschoufu, sent to Weihsien.

Arrival Postmark:
“Weihsien, 15 November 1903”

10 Pfennig..
UPU international Posicard-Rate

Response Card .. Weihsien to Tschingtschoufu



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903
Tschingtschoufu

EAST-BOUND MAIL TO TSINGTAU
(KIAUTSCHOU PROTECTORATE TERRITORY)

USAGE: USAGE
15 June - 2 June 1902-
31 October 1903 1 November 1904

Exp Kilian

3 SEPTEMBER 1903

Cover mailed on-board “Train No. 1"
on the Tsingtau (eastward) direction route, with
supplementary “Tschingtschoufu” Postmark
and train postmark “Tsingtau-Weihsien”

applied at Tschingtschoufu, sent to Tsingtau
(general delivery).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Tsingtav, Kiautschou,
4 September 1903”

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight (20 grams) letter-rate sent
between German Post Offices in China



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903-1904
Tschoutsun

AN ADDITIONAL POSTAL STATION TO BE OPENED ON THE SHANTUNG
RAILWAY LINE AFTER “TSCHINGTSCHOUFU" WAS “TSCHOUTSUN" where
its supplementary postmark was applied to
in-bound or out-bound mail.

USAGE:
15 November 1903 -
15 January 1904
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1 JANUARY 1904

Postal stationery response card postmarked at
Tschingtschoufu, and returned to sender
at Tschoutsun.

Arrival Postmark:

“Tschoutsun, German Post Office”
(undated)

10 Pfennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Railway Post Offices & Mail

Shantung Railway
(Shantung Province)
1904-1914
Tsinanfu

“TSINANFU” WAS THE CAPITAL OF THE SHANTUNG (SCHANTUNG) PROVINCE,
AN IMPORTANT RAILWAY JUNCTION AT THE END OF THE SHANTUNG RAILWAY
AND INTERSECTION WITH THE PUKOW-TIENTSIN RAILWAY,

WITH AN ESTABLISHED GERMAN POST OFFICE.

On 1 October 1905, a monetary change from Marks/Pfennigs o Mexican
Dollars/Cents took effect in China resulting in German postage being overprinted

in “Dollars” or “Cents”.

17 APRIL 1912

Postal stationery
card,
postmarked on
“Train 2" of the
Tsingtau-
Tsinanfu Line,
routed “Via
Siberia” to
Rastatit, Baden,
Germany.

2 Cents...
German
domestic
posicard-rate
valid
1 July 1908 -
9. September
1915.

,‘p‘\l ~¥8
SoBannposT ¥
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USAGE:
1 November 1904 -
23 August 1914

é’«BAHNPOSTw
» UG 2

USAGE:
1 November 1904 -
23 August 1914

7 February 1906
Exp Bothe

Pofttarte

Wobnung

(Stvape uub Hausnunier)




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Ost-Asiatische Linie
German Seapost (East Asiatic Line)

The German ‘East-Asiatic Main Line’ serviced routes to Germany using a
variety of ships. After 1900, ‘The East Asialic Line' operated ...
EACH LINE HAVING DIFFERENT LETTER-INDICATORS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE
SHIP POSTMARKS DESIGNATING THE VESSEL APPLICABLE
DURING A SPECIFIC TIME PERIOD.

HAUPTLINIE
, 2619 ¢
06

EAST ASIATIC MAIN
LINE

28 JUNE 1902 ek
(Postmark ‘f' = O\
“Prinzregent \/(‘

Luitpoid™)

Cover, mailed & ' ; % %
postmarked aboard : . 7 . z

ship, sent to Berlin-
Cahrloftenburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Charloftenburg,
30 June 1902”

20 Pfennig.. UPU
interndational
Single-Weight
(15 grams)
Letter-Rate.

EAST ASIATIC LINE

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
CEYLON (CEYLAN)

POSTCARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON T-_ 8

9 AUGUST 1902
(Postmark ‘c’ =
“Princess lrene”)

View-card of Ceylon,
postmarked & mailed
aboard ship, sent to
Flensburg, Germany.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Columbo,

8 August 1902
“Flensburg,

29 August 1902~

10 Pfennig..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

River Fleet Postmarks
Yangtze River Line

Significant German commercial interests along the Yangtze River Valley

motivated German investment to develop passenger & freight shipping on the

river, China's largest, with river vessel service commencing in 1900 extending
from Shanghdi in the east to lischang in the west.

GERMAN POSTAL SERVICE WAS AVAILABLE ON EACH SHIP OF THE FIVE-VESSEL
RIVER FLEET WITH POST OFFICES ALSO OPENING AT CITIES ALONG THE RIVER.

Yoafg-ho

)\W\

) hschang}

A
YANGTSE-S,

LINTE
177 11.06
=1

THE YANGTZE RIVER FLEET CONSISTED OF FIVE VESSELS SERVICING MAIL BETWEEN 1903-1912
WITH EACH VESSEL HAVING ITS OWN DEDICATED POSTMARK.

VESSEL POSTMARK

USAGE PERIOD
SUI-TAI Un-coded 13 July 1903 - November 1906
MAI-DAH “a” 19 October 1903 - 5 November 1912
SUI-AN “b” 25 June 1903 - November 1906
MEI-SHUN hew 3 June 1903 - January 1912
MEI-LEE “d”

29 September 1903 - November 1911

Un<coded 22 May 1906

‘a’ 16 December 1903

25 November 1903 ‘d” 5 May 1907



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Yangtze River Line

REGISTERED MAIL WAS POSSIBLE
on any one of the five Yangtze River Line vessels, where vessel
post offices affixed a registration label from a selected German
post office on the route, as applicable,
WITH SUCH MAIL FIRST BEING PROCESSED AT A GERMAN POST
OFFICE ON THE ROUTE,
where a transit postmark would be applied.

9 MAY 1910

Registered & Inner-China Mail

MEI-LEE
29 September 1903 —
November 1911

Registered cover
postmarked aboard the

MEI-LEE Steamer, . »
processed at the German | l’ R @ﬂz‘c\&%\:ﬁ)

Post Office at Hankau 693
(transit postmark applied), o i
sent to Berlin- >
Charlottenburg. |
20-day transit time ..
‘Via Siberia’ Route.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Hankavu, 12 May 1910” |

‘ (Reverse)
“Berlin-Charlottenburg,
29 May 1910”

14 Cents..

4 Cents.. Single-weight
{20 grams) colonial letfer-rate
to Germany +
10 Cenis.. Registration fee

Ex Mizuhara

Postkarte - Carte postale
o o Wcltpostverein Union postale universelle
Levelezd - Lap Correspondenzkarte
Karta korespondencyjna — Korespondentni list
Briefkaart - Cartolina postale - Post card - Brefkort
OURpPIITOC-IHCEMO - TARJELA POSTAL=-Tonucua Kapra

14 MAY 1904

View-card (Wuhu),
postmarked -
aboard the MEI-LEE
Steamer,
processed at the
German Post
Office, sent to
Shanghai.
2-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival
Postmark:
“Shanghai,
16 May 1904

5 Pfennig ..
Postcard-rate for

mail senf belween
German Post
Offices in China.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Un-coded Postmark

Yangtze River Line (Steamer: “Sui-Tai")

Postmarks for the Yangtze River Fleet
consisted of (1) un-coded and (4) coded versions ..
one dedicated to each vessel.

& CRE S22 SER
2>
,&t}“’ YANGTSE-"00l  usacE: 13 July 1903 -
i\ LINIE b November 1906
7 7 f“ ;
\ i 5 & TN /_/
Mo ’./

%M o

s%éﬁ%;? e e

Exp. Stever
--- MARCH 1905

Cover postmarked aboard the SUI-TAI Steamer,
sent fo Leipzig-Neuschdnefeld, Germany.
Approx. 20-day transit time .. ‘Via Siberia’ Route.

Arrival & Delivery Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Leipzig-Neuschdnefeld
8 April 1905, 7-8 AM”
“(Leipzig) L13,

8 Apiril (1905), 4-5 AM”

20 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams) UPU International Letier-Rate



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Coastal Seapost

East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

COASTAL VESSEL ‘SECRETARY OF STATE KRAETKE’
May 1901 - February 1914

AN INCREASE IN MAIL VOLUME, .
shortly before and during the military .
campaign of 1900-1901 in North China, Tonku
SUPPORTED THE NEED FOR AND
INTRODUCTION OF SEA-POST MAIL.

y !’schmwunglmu {Chin Wang Tao}
Tschifu

Ships sailed between the coastal cities e B i aame

of Shanghai and Tientsin (Port at
Tongku) by way of Tsingfau
(Kiautschou), Tschifu and,
occasionally, Tschinwangtao, &
Schanhaikwan. lefk?,']';”?‘?r ,

s ¢
2l Yellow Sea

)"'

After cessation of the military . Hankau

campaign of 1900-1901, service was
limited to Shanghai-Tsingtau-Tschifu-
Tongku (Tientsin).

E
sc\\ SEF

°SHANGHA!-
S TIENTSIN S

29112.01
b g

USAGE:
May 1901 - February 1914

o %

23 SEPTEMBER 1909

‘Via Siberia’ routed cover, sent by a naval lievtenant, based
at Tsingtau, Kiautschou, to his father, “General Danzer” at
Ulm, Wiirltemberg, Germany.

4 Cents..
Single-weight (20 grams) colonial lefter-rate for mail sent fo Germany.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Shanghai-Tientsin Seapost Mail

COASTAL VESSEL ‘SIKIANG’
June 1901 - 13 August 1913

Each coastal vessel having a post office,
received a postmark with a dedicated code
dedicated to that ship.

The postmark code for the ‘Sikiang'was ‘c’,
as illustrated.

USAGE:
June 1901 - 13 August 1913

Coastal Seapost

14 NOVEMBER 1906

So-called “Mandarin”
cover, mailed aboard
the ‘Sikiang’, sent to
Tsingtau, Kiautschou.
2-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
(reverse)
“Tsingtau, Kiautschou,
16 November 1906”
“Isingtau-Tapdvutav,
Kiautschou,

16 November 1906"

8 Cenis ..
Second-weight level
{20-250 grams) letier-rate
for mail senf belween
German Post Offices
in China.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Kiautschou
World War | Mail In-Transit Censored Mail

A STATE OF WAR TOOK EFFECT ON 1 AUGUST 1914 BETWEEN RUSSIA & GERMANY RESULTING
IN CESSATION OF ALL MAIL MOVEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES,
including mail transit over the trans-Siberian rail network.

KIAUTSCHOU ORIGIN MAIL POSTMARKED “15-21 JULY 1914”, ABOARD MOSCOW-BOUND
‘TRAIN X', WAS INTERCEPTED ABOUT 1-2 AUGUST, CENSORED, AND RE-DIRECTED TO THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE AT SHANGHAI WITH SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER TO THE AMERICAN POST
OFFICE FOR FORWARDING TO GERMANY ‘VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA'.

AOIBONEHO, LEHIYPOY
Bocunstn yeuso P “Permitted by the Censor of the
Military Censorship Office ...

A.n opYeuxs,
%; Z A Signed: Ist Lieutenant Babajew

Vv
Card

épisiice X Levelezo-Lap — Karta kores; Rerioh = B
da postsl — Brofkort — Brév na ~ Briefkaart

i

TSINGTAU (KIAUTSCHOU) ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY

(Geman Post Office)
20 JULY 1914

View-card, postmarked at Tsingtav, with route endorsement
“gber Siberien” = “Via Siberia”
to Brieg, Germany, intercepted on 1-2 August, held, censored &
re-directed to Shanghai by the Russian authorities.

Shanghai Arrival: Ariival in Germany:
“7 October 1914” Approx. 8 December 1914
Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu-Peking-Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow.....
Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Changchun-Tientsin-Peking-Pukow-Shanghai

2 Cents...
Colonial postcard-rate for mail sent to Germany.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Tientsin, China
World War | Mail In-Transit Censored Mail

IN-TRANSIT MAIL SENT FROM TIENTSIN, CHINA, ON 29 JULY 1914,
aboard ‘Train XII', was scheduled to aniive at Moscow on 7 August but
INTERCEPTED SOMEWHERE ON ROUTE ON/ABOUT 1 AUGUST, HELD, CENSORED BY RUSSIAN
AUTHORITIES & EVENTUALLY RETURNED TO THE POST OFFICE OF ORIGIN,
whereupon it was routed to America through the American Post Office at Shanghai
(routing.. Pacific Mail Steamship Company .. Shanghai-San Francisco -
overland to New York - Hamburg-America Line to Germany.

“Permitted by the Censor”

ﬁﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂi%ﬁ ASLT

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY
27 JULY 1914

Cover, postmarked at Tientsin, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Berlin, Germany, with interception on 1 August, held, censored and
returned to Tientsin by the Russian authorities, forwarded to Shanghai where
“Marinebrief” = “Naval Mail” cachet hand-stamp was applied before routing
through the American Post Office to America & Germany.

Route:
Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk ... intercepted

4 Cents...
Single-weight (20 grams) colonidal lefter-rate for mail sent fo Germany.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Shanghai to Germany
World War | Mail (by German-Flag Vessel)

With movement of mail over the trans-Siberian rail network no longer possible,
THE GERMAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION IN CHINA AT SHANGHAI ATTEMPTED TO
MOVE ITS GERMANY-BOUND MAIL BY GERMAN-FLAG VESSELS
before establishment of British sea route blockades
along with high-sea inspections of any & all vessels.

ORI - TR

o
—— i PO

p|  Schanghai |
(Deutsche Post) |,

Ne 192

A

Cert. Steuer

1914 REGISTERED CHINA-ORIGIN GERMANY-BOUND MAIL
27 AUGUST 1914

Registered cover, postmarked at Shanghai, routed by sea aboard
a German-flag vessel around the Cape of Africa
(Suez Canal was closed for such vessels).
57-day transit time.

Arrival in Germany:
(Reverse)

“Bad Minster, 23 October 1914”

14 Cents...
4 Cents.. Single-weight (20 grams) German colonial lefter-rate
for mail sent to Germany
+ 10 Cents... registration fee.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Tsinanfu-Peking
World War | Mail Wartime Mail

MAIL SENT BETWEEN GERMAN POST OFFICES

6 DECEMBER 1914

Cover,
postmarked at Tsinanfu, sent to the Single-weight (20 grams) lefter-rate
“German School af the Imperial German Legation” for domestic mail sent in China
at Peking. (between Gemman Post Offices) .
Arrival Postmark:
“Peking,

7 December 1914”



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

1915 .. China-Germany
World War | Mail

(by Neutral-Flag Vessel)

Prior fo completion of a fully effective British blockade of sea-routes regarding
German & allied-country mail from China to Evrope,
EARLY WARTIME MAIL FROM CHINA WAS ROUTED BY NEUTRAL-FLAG VESSEL TO EUROPE.

STANDARD
LETTER MAIL

1 NOVEMBER
1915

Cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to

Munich,
Germany.

10 Cents..
UPU
interndtional
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
lefter-rate to
Germany,
effective
September 1915.

Marsstrasse No.16

REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL MAIL

16 FEBRUARY 1915

Registered cover,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to
Lauban, Germany.
53-day warlime
fransit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Lauban, 10 April 1915”

14 Cents...

4 Cents..
Single-weight
(20 grams) colonial
lefter-rate
for mail sent fo
Germany, until
Sepitember 1915.
+ 10 Cents..
Registration fee




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. China-Austria Hungary
World War | Mail (‘Via America’ Routed Mail)

As long as the United States of America remained neutral during
World War |,
EARLY WARTIME MAIL FROM CHINA TO AUSTRIA OR GERMANY WAS
ROUTED ‘VIA AMERICA’
by way of the American Post Office at Shanghai using the ‘Pacific Mail
Steamship Company’ .. Shanghai-San Francisco, overland to New York,
‘Hamburg-America Line’ to Germany.

Tientsin

eut ' t) 1
R R |

e § i
| . be. Qenctnbits..

EARLY REGISTERED MAIL SENT FROM THE
‘ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION FOR GERMAN & AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR”

22 MAY 1915

Registered cover, postmarked at Tientsin, sent to
Bochdanec, Austria-Hungary

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“27 May 1915: United States Postal Agency Shanghai”
“25 June 1915: New York Registry Division Armival”
Arrival Postmark at Destination Unreadable

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU Single-weight
(20 grams) Intermnational Letter-Rate
+ 10 Cents.. Registration fee



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

1915 .. Internee Mail

World War | Mail “S90 Incident”

Upon outbreak of war in August 1914, German Torpedo Boat “S90” was located
at Tsingtau, Kiautschou. Upon attack and naval blockade of the Kiautschou
Territory by Japanese Forces in the summer of 1914, “S90" successfully broke

through the blockade by sinking the Japanese Cruiser “Takachino” successfully

fleeing to Chinese tenitory, where Captain Brunner of the “S90"
ran the ship aground and scuttled her.

The ship’s officers and crew of fifty-five were subsequently interned by the
Chinese at Nanking on the Yangtze River.

MAIL SENT BY THE “S90” INTERNEES WAS POSTMARKED BY THE GERMAN POST
OFFICE AT NANKING BUT WAS ROUTED THROUGH THE
NETHERLANDS' INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS.

sapsaialicliuliie do i budi covns b it d e

Postage Stamps
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INTERNEE MAIL THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
12 DECEMBER 1915

Free-frank Internee Mdil, postmarked at Nanking, routed through the
Netherlands’ Red Cross, to Wilhelmshaven, Germany

Cachet Handstamp:
“Service des Prisonniers de Guerre”
(“Service Mdil for Prisoners-of-War”)



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. Hong Kong-Germany
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

GERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR MAIL
‘HUNGHOM’ CAMP
HONG KONG

Upon the capitulation of Kiautschou to Japanese Forces on
7 November 1914, seventy-six heavily-wounded German & Austrian prisoners-of-war,
not transferred to camps in Japan, were
transferred by ship to the British P.O.W. Camp at Hunghom in Hong Kong mid-February
1915, where they remained with interned Hong-Kong-Germans and German sailors from
commercial vessels until all were moved to camps in Australia on 17 January 1916.

INCOMING AND OUTGOING MAIL TO/FROM THE HUNGHAM CAMP AT HONG KONG WAS
CENSORED BY THE PROVOST MARCHAL’S OFFICE.

1915

Prisoner’s cover, cachet-postmarked
“Post Free .. Prisoner of War”
and (purple-ink) censored
“Provost Marshal Hong Kong”,
sent to
Crimmitschav, Saxony, Germany.

One of two known examples.

Reverse

Fritz Bosch:
German-national & garden landscape technician interned at Hong Kong
and transferred to an Australian camp in 1916.



1916 .. China-Germany

END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA
(by Neutral-Flag Vessel)

World War | Mail

Once the British blockade of the sea routes for German shipping was established,
British naval vessels stopped & boarded nevtral-flag ships and to confiscate any
German or dllied country mail found aboard.

CONFISCATED MAIL WAS CENSORED, SEALED AND RELEASED FOR LATER DELIVERY.

BRITISH CONFISCATED. CENSORED & RELEASED MAIL

RE-DIRECTED - 7
MAIL =

20 APRIL 1916

Cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to

Hamburg and
re-directed to
Karwedel,
Germany.

10 Cents..
(4 Cents franking on
reverse)

UPU
International
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate to
Germany,
effective
September 1915.

iy Exp. Bothe / Cerl. Stever

EDUCATOR’S
MAIL

1 DECEMBER 1916

Cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sentto

Nordhausen,
Germany.

10 Cents...
UPU International
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Letter-Rate to
Germany,
effective
September 1915.

Exp. Willmann



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. China-America-France-

World War | Mail

Germany Mail

DOUBLE MILITARY CENSORED (FRENCH & GERMAN)
MISSIONARY MAIL TO GERMANY

5 FEBRUARY 1914

Sealed missionary-mail cover,
postmarked at Kanton, endorsed “Via America”,
sent to Breslau, Germany,
arrival at Paris 17 May 1916,
inspected & sealed with removal by French Censor
of postage stamp
(censor-endorsed),
inspection & resedling
by German military censor at Munich,

20 May 1916,
with subsequent forwarding to Breslau.

106 day transit time & release at Munich.
10 Cents...

10 Cents.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams)
international Lefter-Rate

Reverse



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. China-America
World War | Mail

COMMERCIAL MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

14 AUGUST 1916

Registered cover, from “Melchers & Company”,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to
New York City.

10 Cents...
UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International Letter-Rate



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin-Germany

World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail
(“Via America” Route)

The German Community’s welfare & support organization at Tientsin
communicated information concerning a prisoner's name, physical-condition &
location to newspapers in Germany and Austro-Hungary for publishing.
SUCH MAIL WAS ROUTED ‘VIA AMERICA’ AS LONG AS THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REMAINED NEUTRAL.

PRISONER-OF-WAR INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION IN GERMANY

10 FEBRUARY 1916

Registered free-frank mail,
postmarked at Tientsin,
routed ‘Via America’,
sent to the “"Wormser Zeifung”
(“City of Worms Newspaper”),
with German-censorship at Emmerich.
126-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

(Reverse)
“Shanghai, US Postal Agency, 16 February 1916”
“New York, 16 March 1916”
“Worms, 16 June 1914”



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin-Germany
World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail

MAIL WAS SENT TO AMERICA
AS LONG AS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REMAINED
NEUTRAL .. UNTIL MARCH 1917.

DESTINATION ‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’ MAIL

13 APRIL 1916

Free-frank, UPU
Acknowledgement-of-
Receipt-of-Mail
Postcard,
postmarked at
Tientsin,
~ sentto
Rock Springs,
Wyoming.

2 DECEMBER
1916

Registered
(red marking)
free-frank
covelr,
postmarked at
Tientsin,
sent to
New York City.
41-day transit
time.

Transit & Armrival
Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai,
US Postal
Agency,

15 December
1916
“New York,
12 January
197




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin
World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail

In support of German and Austro-Hungarian Prisoners-of-War in Siberia,
THE GERMAN COMMUNITY IN NORTH CHINA ESTABLISHED A WELFARE & SUPPORT
! QRGANIZATION
(“Hilfsaktion fir Deutsche und Osterreich/Ungarische Gefangene in Sibirien”)
located at Tientsin, which SENT WELFARE-ASSISTANCE
in form of money, mail, books, etc., to the prisoners
THROUGH THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICE IN CHINA.

MONEY TRANSFER MAILTO A PRISONER-OF-WAR N SIBERIA

24 NOVEMBER 1916
(7 December 1916 ~ Gregorian Calendar)

Coverreverse of a registered insured money letter (18 grams),
postmarked at the Russian Post Office at Tientsin,
Forwarded through the Japanese Post Office to the Russian rail transfer point
sent to a prisoner-of-war at Krasnoyarsk, Siberia. 15-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tientsin, 1.J.P.O., 8 December 1914”
“Krasnoyarsk, § December 1916”
(21 December 1916 = Gregerian Calendar)

36 Cenfs..
10 Cents.. Single weight (20 grams) lefter-rate
+ 10 cents. Registration fee
+10 Cents.. Insured/10 Cents for each 112.50 Rubles
+ 4 Cents.. Unexplained Franking



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA
World War | Mail

AMERICAN-CENSORED REGISTERED WARTIME MAIL
NANKING-BERLIN

16 FEBRUARY 1916

Registered cover, postmarked at Nanking,
censored & re-sealed in Americaq,
sent to the City Tax Office, Berlin.
109-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“17 February 1916: American Post Office at Shanghai”
“15 March 1916: New York City Registry Office”
“16 March 1916: New York City Foreign Mail Office”
“5 June 1914: Berlin Magistrate’s Office”




1916 .. Nanking-Germany
“Via America” Censored Mail

Reverse

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International Lefter-Rate
+ 10 Cents.. Registration fee



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. Germany-China
World War | Mail (“Via Submarine” Mail)

In an effort to keep strategic commerce dalive beiween Germany and the
United States of America, on 8 November 1915 the ‘German Ocean
Navigation Company’ (Deufsche Ozean-Reederei) was founded. Two
submarines were built to carry cargo and mail: “Deufschiand” & “Bremen”.

The “Deutschiand” had two successful voyages in 1916 with a third planned,
but canceled because of the worsening political climate
between Germany and the United States in early 1917.
ANY MAIL TO BE TRANSPORTED TO THE UNITED STATES WAS
RETURNED TO SENDER.

The “Bremen” was lost at sea on 26 August 1916 on her maiden voyage.

3 JANUARY 1917

Cover, postmarked at Hamburg, Germany, endorsed
“Tauchbootbrief” (submarine letter) along with
routing mark “Via San Francisco” sent to Shanghai.

Because of cancellation of the third voyage of the “Deufschiand”,
the mail was returned to the sender.

Return Cachet Marking & Postmark:
“ZURUCK

Wegen Einstellung des Tauchboof-

briefverkehrs zurick an Absender”

“Bremen 1, T.B. D.O.R. 16 January 1917

20 Pfennig..
UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International Letter-Rate.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. China-Germany
(‘Via America’ Returned Mail)

World War | Mail

Upon
cessation of
diplomatic
relations
between the

United States
of America &
Germany on
3 February
1917,
mail services
to/from
Germany
were
suspended
with any
transit mail
INSPECTED,
SEALED AND
“RETURNED
TO SENDER”

17 FEBRUARY 1917

Registered commercial cover, postmarked at Tientsin,
routed “Via America”, sent to Berlin.

Upon arrival at New York, mail was inspected & refurned to
China (mail to Germany suspended), where, upon arrival at
Tientsin/Chinese Post Office, China had already closed all
German Post Offices with mail being opened, censored &
resealed before being returned to the sender.

Transit & Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“21 February 1917, American Post Office at Shanghai”
“30 March 1917, New York Registry Office”
“14 November 1917, Tientsin” (Chinese Post Office)
“19 November 1917, Tientsin” (Chinese Post Office)

20 Cents...
10 Cenis.. UPU Single-weight (20 grams) International Letter-
Rate + 10 Cents.. Registration fee

Front Ex West



20 Ore.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International

END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA
World War | Mail

1917 .. Sweden-China
(“Via Siberia™ Neutral-Country Mail)

Despite Sweden being nevtral in World War |,
mail from/fo China was Russian-censored &

DELAYED AS A RESULT OF THE RUSSIAN CIVIL CONDITIONS,
where a “Soviet Republic” was proclaimed by V. Lenin & L. Trotsky
on 8 November 1917,

WITH SUBSEQUENT CIVIL HOSTILITIES.

1917-1918 RUSSIAN-CENSORED & DELAYED MAIL FROM SWEDEN TO CHINA

11 JUNE 1917

Registered cover, postmarked at Stockholm, Sweden,

routing St. Petersburg &"Via Siberia”,
to Tientsin, by way of the
Russian & Chinese Post Offices in China.

Origin, Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Front & Reverse)
“11 June 1917, Stockholm, Sweden”
“23 April 1918, Tientsin” (Russian Post Office)
“7 May 1918, Tientsin” (Chinese Post Office)

35 Ore...

Letter-Rate
+ 15 Ore.. Registration fee

Reverse



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 16 March 1917
World War | Mail (Closure of German Post Offices)

On 14 March 1917, China broke diplomatic relations with Germany,
RESULTING IN ALL GERMAN POST OFFICES IN CHINA
HAVING TO CLOSE ON/BY 16 MARCH 1917.

The German Post Office at Peking closed on 15 March 1917
while all others closed on 16 March 1917.

16 March 1917

Last Day Postmark
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1917 RETURNED MAIL TO SENDER
26 JANUARY 1917
View-card, postmarked at Varel, Germany, sent to Tientsin.

Because of cessation of mail transit through the United States of America to China,
German-origin mail was cachet hand-stamped and returned to sender:
“Zurlck/Keine Verbindung”

(“Return/No Connection”)

15 Pfennig...
10 Pfennig.. UPU International Postcard-Rate
+ 5 Pfennig.. German Wartime Tax Surcharge



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. China-Germany
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Soon after the Chinese Government’s closure of German Post Offices in China, a Chinese
declaration of war against Germany & Austria-Hungary took effect on 14 August 1917,
whereupon remaining military & naval personnel of those countries were intermned.
The dlien population was not interned but was required to register
with their local Chinese police, with travel restrictions.

WITH GERMAN POST OFFICES CLOSED, ALL INTERNMENT-ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY OR AUSTRIA-
HUNGRARY WAS SENT THROUGH THE CHINESE &, NETHERLANDS RED CROSS POSTAL SERVICES.

‘HAIDIEN INTERNMENT CAMP’ (CHINA)
Location of interned
German Marines & Guards from the Yangtze River Gunboats

1917
Free-frank interned prisoner’s cover,
cachet-postmarked and censor-sealed,
sent to Ludwigsburg, Germany.

Front:
“Correspondance des prisonniers de Guerre”
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Reverse/Censor Seal:
“Internierungslager Haidien"”
(Haidien Internment Camp)

Reverse Side Cachet Marking: ,
“Netherlands Red Cross Information Office Reverse
Princessegrachit 27, The Hague”




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. China-Austria
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Similar to German military & naval personnel
internments, remaining marines and legation guards
of Austria-Hungary were also interned.

ANY MAIL SENT BY THOSE AUSTRIAN-HUNGARIAN
PRISONERS-OF-WAR TO
THEIR HOME COUNTRY WAS CENSORED & FORWARDED
THROUGH THE CHINESE & NETHERLANDS RED CROSS
OFFICES.

N T ALE?‘—COrruspond
7 ‘g\‘ | prisonnicp#7 b /N

AUSTRIAN-HUNGARIAN PRISONER-OF-WAR MAIL

1917

Free-frank interned prisoner’s view-card mail,
postmarked at Peking,
cachet-marked (purple-ink), Chinese-censored,
sent to Vienna, Austria.

Cachet Hand-Stamp Markings;
“Correspondance des prisonniers de Guerre”
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

“Censored”



EPILOGUE 1919-1920
Repatriation of Germans

With World War | having ended on 11 November 1918, Chinese authorities
announced on 9 March 1919 that all German dliens in China were
to proceed to Shanghai for repatriation to Germany.

On 11 March, German dliens boarded the first of three Brilish-flag vessels for
transport to Germany, where the first vessel armived on 7 May 1919.

German prisoners-of-war in Japan were repatriated to Germany aboard three
Japanese-flag vessels between 28 December 1919 & 1 Janvary 1920.

THUS ENDED THE GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA.

GERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR-IN-JAPAN MAILTO HIS FAMILY IN SHANGHAI, CHINA

15 NOVEMBER 1919

Free-frank prisoner-or-war postcard mail,
Japanese-censored at “Camp Aonagahara”, Japan,
where 478 German prisoners were held,
sent by a father to his small son residing in Shanghai, China..

Manuscript Endorsement:
“Service des prisonniers de Guerre”
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Because of repatriation of Germans from China earlier in the year,
about which the sender may not have been aware,
this mail may not have everreached the addressee.



