
THE  

GERMAN POST OFFICES IN CHINA ..  

1886-1917 
by 

Jerry H. Miller 



Map Page & Historical Background 



** Exhibit Overview 



Forerunner Mail ..                             Germany to Amoy 1880 



Shanghai P.A. ..  

First Day Usage 



Shanghai P.A. .. 1888 Consular Postage-Due Mail 



Forerunner Postage Stamps .. ‘Pfennig Issue’ 



‘Pfennig Issue’ .. Printed Matter & Registered Return Receipt Mail 



‘Pfennig Issue’ .. Swedish Consular Registered Mail 



C&E Stamp Usage with “Shanghai Agency Postmark” 



C&E Stamp Usage with “Shanghai Agency Postmark”, 3-Color Commercial Mail to USA 



C&E Stamp Usage, International Printed-Matter Mail 



C&E Stamp Usage with “Shanghai Agency Postmark”, Double-Franking 



Inbound Mail: State of Württemberg 



Shanghai, C&E Series, New 25mm “Shanghai” Postmark 



1896: Parcel Card for 3x Insured Parcels, RM 2.00 x 12 = RM 24.00 



1897: C&E Usage: Parcel Post For Card, 8x 0.50 Pfg Franking 



Shanghai P.A., C&E Series, Norwegian Consular Registered Mail 



Tientsin P.A… First Page 



Tientsin P.A… Germany & Austria-Bound Mail 



Tientsin P.A… Europe-Bound Mail 



Tientsin P.A…. Registered Mail 



Kiautschou Lease Territory .. Map & Forerunner Mail 



Kiautschou Territory .. Early Naval Mail & Gruss Aus Card 



Kiautschou: “Tsintanfort Marine Feldpost” Postmark 



Kiautschou: “Marine Feldpost” Excised Postmark 



Kiautschou: “Tsintau, China” 



Kiautschou: Rice-Paper Illustrated Stationery 



Kiautschou: First “Kiautschou” Indication in Postmark  



Kiautschau: Reserve Postmark “a” 



Kiautschou: “Tsingtau, Kiautschou, with ‘stars’ Postmark 



Kiautschou: “Tsingtau, Kiautschou, with ‘a’ Postmark 



Sea-Post: ‘Pfennig Series’ Usage, ‘b’ + ‘e’ (Port endorsement required) 



Sea-Post: ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series Usage, ‘b’, ‘d’ + ‘g’  (Shanghai, no port endorsement required) 



II. Amoy: 1902 + 1904 with hand-drawn date in dater-dial (First Day Postmark Use) & printed matter mail 



Amoy: 1905 + 1908 International Postcard-Rate, Dollars/Cents Valued Postage 



Amoy: 1909 Official Naval Mail 



Amoi: 1913-1914 Spelling Change for Amoy = Amoi 



Canton: Forerunner, French Post Office 



Canton: Missing Year Date 1902 



Canton: Registered Mail 



Canton: Mail to Belgium & Missionary-Origin Mail to Germany 



Kanton: New Postmark, Parcel Post Delivery Receipt 



Kanton: 1914 Mail 



Kanton: 1915-1916 War Date Mail 



Canton/Kanton: Commercial Reply Mail & Inbound Mail from Bavaria 



Futschau: First Postmark 



Futschau: Provisionals 



Futschau: Registered Mail Between German Post Offices in China 



Futschau: Registered Mail to Holland 



Futschau: Commercial Mail to Germany 



Hankau: 1900 Provisional Postmark on Heavy Cover Front sent to Belgium 



Hankau: 1900 Provisional Postmark on View-Cards to Germany (Second Day of Use) & Austria 



Hankau: First ‘China’ Overprint Issue 



Hankau: Inland China Mail Through the German Post Offices in China 



Hankau: Second ‘China’ Overprint Issue 



Hankau: Monetary Change to Dollars/Cents 



Hankau: Commercial Mail via Siberia 



Hankau: Parcel Post Form Card with Stamp Overprint Plate Flaw 



Hankau: Postal Stationery Card Usage 



Hankau: Inbound Mail to Hankau 



Itschang: FDC First Postmark 



Itschang: Consular Commercial Mail 



Hankau: PO Money Order & War-Date International Reply Coupon 



Itschang: UPU Postal Stationery Reply Card Set 



Itschang: Inbound Inland China Mail 



Nanking: Registered Mail Nanking-Canton 



Nanking: Foreign-Bound Postcard Usage 



Nanking: Commercial Mail to Germany 



Peking: Softwood Provisional Postmark 



Peking: C&E, Dated Postmark, Registered Mail 



Peking: C&E 56º Overprint, Stamps 



Peking: Germania Overprint Series, Stamps 



Peking: Double Franking .. Chinese & German Postage on Mail to England 



Peking: German & Russian Post Offices 



Peking: Reichsmark/Pfennig Usage Prior to 1 October 1905 Monetary Change 



Peking: Registered Postcard & Express Mail Usage 



Peking: Mexican Dollar/Cents Monetary Change 



Peking: Registered Return-Receipt Mail to Germany 



Peking: Registered Via Siberia Mail to the West Coast of USA 



Peking: German Legation Mail 



Peking: Other Legation Mail.. Netherlands & USA 



Peking: Inner-China Mail through the German Post Offices 



Peking: Inner-China Mail through the German Post Office at Peking 



Peking: Hotel Mail 



Peking: Provisional Registered Mail Receipt 



Peking: Money Transfer Receipts 



Shanghai: Post 1900 Mail to USA & Germany 



Shanghai: 1907 Currency Change, Registered Commercial Mail to Austria 



Schanhaikuan: Blind Postmark 



Schanhaikwan: Town Name Change 



Schanhaikwan: Mail Usage 



Swatau: First Day Usage 



Swatau: Registered Mail to USA & POW Mail to Swatow 



Tientsin: Double-Weight Commercial Mail to USA, Gutter Pair Franking 



Tientsin: C&E 56º ‘China’ Overprint Issue 



Tientsin: Commercial Registered Bank Mail.. Inland & to USA 



Tientsin: Second Regular Series 



Tientsin: Ditto, Used Blocks 



Tientsin: Registered Printed-Matter (2 Kilos) to Germany 



Tientsin: 1901 Receipt for Registered Mail to Japan  



Tientsin: Non-Commerc ial Printed-Matter to Germany 



Tientsin: International-Bound Mail 



Tientsin: Monetary Change to Mexican Dollars/Cents 



Tientsin: Ditto, First Postmark 



Tientsin: Second Postmark,            Mail to England 



Tientsin: 1907 Official Military Mail Vis Siberia to Berlin War Ministry 



Tientsin: Via Siberia Routed-Mail to Central Europe 



Tientsin: 1915-Wartime Commercial Printed-Matter Mail to USA 



Tientsin: Postal Receipts for Registered Mail & a Money Transfer 



Tientsin: Inbound European Mail to Tientsin 



Tientsin: Routing from Yangtsun 



Tongku: 1900 Provisional Postmark 



Tongku: Dated Postmark 1900-1906 



Tongku: Provisional Government Mail, Postmaster’s Reg. Mail 



Tongku: Inner-China and Commercial Mail 



Tongku Closure: Etappe Tangku 



Tschifu: Early Mail 1900 



Tschifu: Commercial Mail to Europe 



Tschifu: Mail to USA & Austria 



Tschifu: Official Post Office Control Mail 



Tschinkiang: Inner-China Registered Mail & Mail to Germany 



Tschingiang: Revalued “Cents” Postal Stationery Card to Germany 



Tschingtschoufu 



Tschinwangtau (Chin Wang Tao) Undated Postmark 



Tschinwangtau Dated Postmark 



Tschoutsun, Undated Postmark on In-Bound Mail from Kiautschou 



Tschoutsun, Dated Second Postmark 



Tsinanfu: Official Mail .. Post Office to Consulate 



Tsinanfu: 1905 Currency Change Marks to Mexican Dollars, Mixed Franking 



Tsinanfu: 1909 Tientsin-Pukow Railway Construction Office Mail 



Tsinanfu: Commercial & Missionary Mail to Europe 



Tsinanfu: Mail Sent Between German Post Offices in China..Tsinanfu-Tsingtau, Kiautschou 



Tsinanfu: Official Post “Via Siberia” Control Mail 



Tsinanfu: World War I-Era Mail 



Weihsien: Provisional Registration Label Hand-Stamp 



Weihsien: Germania Overprint Series 



Weihsien: Official Inner-China German Post Office Mail 



Weihsien: Monetary Change Registered Mail 



Railway: Peking-Taku Line 1900-1901 



Shantung Railway: Tschiangling 



Shantung Railway: Nanliu 



Shantung Railway: Tschingtschoufu 



Shantung Railway: Tschoutsun 



Shantung Railway: Weihsien Station 



Shantung Railway: Tsinanfu 



III. Wilhelmshaven “China” Overprint Germania-Series Usage 



Mail from German Ships in Chinese Waters: “Pisa” Provisional 



Mail to German Naval Ships in Chinese Waters 



Seapost: East Asiatic Line 



Coastal Seapost: Shanghai-Tientsin 



Coastal Seapost: Ditto, “C” Postmark 



Yangtze River Line: Postmarks of Ships 



Yangtze River Line: Registered Mail 



Yangtze River Line: Europe-Bound Mail 



Yangtze River Line: Sui-Tai Steamer, Un-coded Postmark 



Yangtze River Line: China-Origin Postcards Through German Post Offices 



Yangtze River Mail: Mail to Gunboat ‘Vorwärts’ Mail 



Yangtze River Mail: Mail From Gunboat Iltis (MSP 20) 



Legation Mail: Peking-Shanghai.. Left Page 



Legation Mail: Peking-Shanghai.. Right Page 



Consular Mail: Nanking to Berlin 



Consular Mail: Shanghai to Tsingtau, Kiautschou Territory Imperial Courts 



Commercial Advertising Mail 



Hotel Mail.. Shanghai & Hankau Astor House Hotels 



Hotel Mail.. Tientsin Astor House Hotel 



IV. WWI Mail: 1914, Kiautschou Origin Mail to Germany, Intercepted, Censored and Routed Via USA 



WWI Mail: 1914, Tientsin-Germany Mail, Russian-Censored 



WWI Mail: 1914. German-Flag Vessel Mail-Movement to Germany 



WWI Mail: 1914, Domestic China Mail sent between German Post Offices 



WWI Mail: 1915, China-Germany by Neutral Vessels 



WWI Mail: 1915, China-Austria routed “Via America” 



WWI Mail: 1915 “S90” Internee Mail to Germany 



WWI Mail: 1915 P.O.W Mail Hong Kong to Germany 



WWI Communications (1915): Chinese Republican Telegraph Administration 



WWI Mail: 1916, China-America Mail 



WWI Mail: 1916 China-Germany Mail (by Neutral Vessel) confiscated, censored and released 



WWI Mail: 1916 Tientsin Invoice for Postage, Imperial Austro-Hungarian Naval Detachment 



WWI Mail: 1916 (Left) Registered Nanking-Germany, Via America, Censored & Resealed 



WWI Mail: 1916 (Right) Registered Nanking-Germany, Via America, Censored & Resealed 



WWI Mail: 1916 POW Assistance Mail to Siberia, Money Letter 



WWI Mail: 1917 POW Assistance Mail to Siberia, Money Letter Advice 



WWI Mail: 1916 POW Advertising Mail to Germany  



WWI Mail: 1916 POW Advertising Mail to U.S.A. 



WWI Mail: 1917 Germany-China Mail “Via Submarine”/”Via San Francisco” 



WWI Mail: 1917 China-Germany Mail Returned from USA, Censored in China 



WWI Mail: 1917 Sweden-China, Censored & Delayed Mail until 1918 



WW I Mail: 1917 Last Day Postmark & Returned German-Origin Mail 



WWI Mail: 1917 China Declares War,  P.O.W. Mail to Germany 



WWI Mail: 1917 P.O.W. Mail to Austria 



WWI Mail 1918 Assistance Mail to P.O.W. in Siberia, Mail & Newspaper Mailing  



V. Epilogue 


