THE EVOLUTION OF ‘via Siberia’ MAIL .. 1897-1945
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Early Caravan Trail (Rider Mail)

BACKGROUND

In an effort to connect Eastern & Western Russia, develop the vast
territory of Siberia, improve and shorten the fransmission time for
mail and commerce as well as eventually connect with China,
Russian Czar Alexander lll authorized the building of a
‘Trans-Siberian’ railway on 17 March 1891.

Construction started at both the European and Asiatic ends and
was completed in several phases over the period 1891-1916,
completing a track length of approx. 9,259 km (5,723 miles)
spanning seven fime zones!

A major benefit of the completed railway network was the
possibility of moving mail from China and the Far East to Europe
about twenty days faster than using standard sea routes and
improved mail movement to the West Coast of the United States,
northern Africa as well as Latin America.

During the period of 1903-1945, the ‘via Siberia’ mail route was
influenced by a historic events including wars, revolutions and
expansion of Pacific sea routes. Airmail saw the decline of long-
distance mail movement by train ‘via Siberia’, albeit such
continued to be of importance well into the 1940s.




THE EVOLUTION OF ‘via Siberia’ MAIL .. 1897-1945

EXHIBIT PURPOSE
This postal history exhibit describes & shows the evolution of mail endorsed or
routed ‘via Siberia’ from the trial & early mail period, through
periods of war & revolution as well as the expansion of mail services
upon connection of the trans-Siberian railway network with the southern
Manchurian and eastern Chinese rail lines, thereby enabling
movement of Far East, German Pacific Colony and other mail
to/from Europe as well as North Africa & North America.

TEXT COLOR-CODING

BLACK: General historical, geographical &
postal rate/route/marking information.

BLUE: Chapter-Start-Page Heading &
important annotative information.

Blue-maited examples indicate
particularimportance & scarcity.

MAROON: Postal Rate Information

EXHIBIT OVERVIEW

. Map & Background,
Exhibit Overview

il. 1897-1903
Trial & Early Mail

. 1904-1905, 1906
Russo-Japanese War & Resumption of Mail Services

V. 1907-1913
Expansion of Mail Services

V. 1914-1918
World War | & Effects

Vi. 1917-1920
Russian Revolution & Civil War Period

VIl. 1921-1922, 1923-1931
Resumption & Expansion of Mail Services

Vill. 1931-1939
Hostilities & War in Manchuria & China

I1X. 1939-1945
World War |l & Effects

X. Epilogue




Il. TRIAL & EARLY MAIL First Trial Mail
1899-1903 1897

THE FIRST TRIAL MAIL USING THE RUSSIAN TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY
TOOK PLACE BETWEEN DECEMBER 1896 - FEBRUARY 1897,
where commercial mail endorsed “Via Siberia” was sent

through the German Post Office at Tientsin, China, o Germany,
effectively taking three weeks longer than
for mail sent by the sea route.

Cert. Steuer, ex Zistl

27 JANUARY 1897

Commercial mail sent from Tientsin, China,
to Hamburg, Germany.

Route:
Rider mail over the heretofore caravan route Tientsin-Peking-
Kalgan-Urga-Kiachta (Kyakhta) to/and across frozen Lake Baikal
(tracks laid prior to intfroduction of an ice-breaking ferry in 1900).

40 Pfennig...
UPU International Double-Weight (30 grams)
Letter-Rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Trial Mail
1899-1903 1899

Despite earlier attempts, the
FIRST EFFECTIVE MAIL TRIAL TOOK PLACE IN FEBRUARY, 1899,
when commercial mail sent
through the German Post Office at Tientsin, China, to Bremen,
Germany, effectively took forty days transit time equaling the
transit time for mail sent by the sea route.

8 FEBRUARY 1899

Commercial single-weight mail sent from Tientsin, Ching,
to Bremen, Germany. 40-day transit time.

Route:
Rider mail over the heretofore caravan route Tientsin-Peking-
Kalgan-Urga-Kiachta (Kyakhta) to/and across frozen Lake Baikal (tracks
laid prior to introduction of an ice-breaking ferry in 1900).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Bremen,
20 March 1899, 7-8 AM”
(Haller Machine Postmark)

20 Piennig...
UPU International
Single-Weight (15 grams) Letter-Rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL
1899-1903

Russian Post Office in China
Mail to Europe 1901

DESTRUCTION OF A LARGE PART OF THE NORTHERN CHINESE RAILWAY,
connecting to the partially completed eastern Chinese rail line,
DURING THE BOXER REVOLT (1900-1901) NECESSITATED MAIL MOVEMENT BY SEA
OR BY RIDER MAIL OVER THE EARLIER CARAVAN ROUTE
to Kiachta in Manchuria with subsequent movement to Myssowaija station
location on the Trans-Siberian Railway Route, crossing Lake Baikal by ferry.

SEA-MAIL VIA BRINDISI
(Suez Canal to Italy)

1 MARCH 1901 y
(Gregorian Calendar) PUS’]‘K;\R’I‘E “ ELTPOSTVEREIN
Carte postale — Union postale universelle
View-card, postmarked
Shanghai, Russian Post
Office, sent to Chaux de
Fonds, Switzerland,
with route endorsement
“Via Brindisi".
32-day transit time!

5 ("/v
%ud/éma A ... 2 2

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Hong Kong,
5 March 1901”

“Chaux de Fonds,
2 April 19017

5 Kopeck:
Russian Post Office
Inftemational
Postcard-Rate, »

RIDER MAIL OVER
CARAVAN ROUTETO
= ——— e — s TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL
o - CONNECTION

\—-/ : o - ' o
Km/ 6/ /f«/\%lw
; 21 MARCH 1901
(Gregorian Calendar)

Commercial mail,
postmarked Tientsin,
Russian Post Office, sent
to Bordeaux, France, with
route endorsement
“Par ia Russie™.

Route:

Rider mail over the
heretofore caravan route
Tienisin-Peking-Kaigan-
Urga-Kiachta-Myssowaja
and acress frozen Lake
Baikal (introduction of
an ice breaking ferry
tock place in 1900).

10 Kopeck:
UPU Single-Weight
{15 grams)
intermational
LeHter-Rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in China
1899-1903 Caravan-Route Connected Mail 1902

COMPLETION OF THE RUSSIAN-FINANCED EASTERN CHINESE RAIL LINE AND
REPAIRS TO THE NORTHERN CHINESE LINE FROM THE
BOXER REVOLT WAR DAMAGE CONTINUED UNTIL ABOUT 15 FEBRUARY 1902,
RESULTING IN RUSSIAN WESTBOUND MAIL FROM CHINATO MOVE
OVER THE EARLIER CARAVAN ROUTE
to Kiachta in Siberia with subsequent movement to Myssowaja Station
location on the trans-Siberian railway route
for crossing Lake Baikal by ferry.

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN MAILTO GERMANY

=

29 JANUARY 1902 =11 FEBRUARY 1902
(Julian Calendar) (Gregorian Calendar)

View-card, postmarked Tientsin, Russian Post Office,
sent to Kolberg, Germany,
via the Caravan Route in winter to the railhead and by rail to destination.
33-day transit time to Germany.

Transit Postmarks: Arrival Postmark:
“Troitskosavsk, “Moscow “Kolberg, 5 Kopeck:
15 February 1902” 1 March 1902" 16 March 1902" Russian Post Office
(Julian Calendar) (Julian Calendar) international
= 28 February 1902 =14 March 1902 Postcard-Rate,

(Gregorian Calendar) (Gregorian Calendar)

Route:
Caravan rider mail over the heretofore caravan route
Tientsin-Peking-Kalgan-Urga-Kiachta-Myssowaja Station
and across frozen Lake Baikal
(initially.. by rail fracks laid over the ice/1900.. an ice breaking ferry).



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in China..

1899-1903 Re-Opening Chinese Rail Routes
to Siberia 1902-1903

BY 15 FEBRUARY 1902, REPAIRS FROM THE BOXER REVOLT TO THE NORTHERN
CHINESE RAILWAY HAD BEEN COMPLETED WITH THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICE IN
CHINA AGAIN ROUTING MAIL ON THE NORTH SECTION OF THE EASTERN CHINESE
RAILWAY TO MANCHURIA WITH THE TRANS-SIBERIAN LINE AS LONG AS SUCH MAIL
WAS ENDORSED “VIA SIBERIA” OR SIMILAR.

SOLDIER’S MAIL

THROUGH THE -
RUSSIAN POST OFFICE -— 2P gz,,/” Livredl.,
IN CHINA TO GERMANY |
| POST-KARTE.
21 35&%&55..‘)902 B3 Carte postale, Cartolina postale, Post- Card
= 4 JANUARY 1903 ﬁ?) b

(Gregorian Calendar) |

View-card postmarked at
the Russian Post Office at
Peking, China, sent to Gera,
Germany, with route
endorsement
“Uber Russland”

(“Via Russia”).
26-day transit time.

_______ /77%.»//&% f%ﬁmm i.\@.”.’f& \;
/

4%

Route:
Peking-Mukden-Harbin-
Manchoulikiachta- Irkutsk-
Omsk-Moscow-Berlin-Gera

ﬁ#&r‘ /yma ww/

Arrival Postmark:
“Gera, - - S
30 January 1903”

RUSSIAN POST OFFICE

SPECIAL ROUTE

— e ENDORSEMENT TO GERMANY
N (B O I S O mmkﬂgzx:xc‘rm** [ZI
(193 10 AUGUST 1903
I 23 AUGUST 1903
(- Union Postale Universelle. = = 1
0 E TR ] §5 B & (Gregorian Calendar)

CARTE POSIALE

View-Card written
(22 July 1903) and postmarked
at Tientsin, Russian Post
Office, sent {c Obermeoden,
Alsace, Germany, with
raute cachet marking
“Via Siberia’ .. “"Germany”.
21-day transit fime.

-
Sy

P I o 130

3 l#’_TYm

Route:
Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-
Manchoulikiachta-irkutsk-
Omsk-Moscow-Berlin-Gera

Arrival Postmark:
“Obermoden,
13 September 1903”

SR OCE Sy 2w Sty gy :'E?XZ‘?‘F"XZ"".._‘..)&{::’..‘ ot o) N

5 Kopeck..
Russian Post Office infernational Postcard-Rate



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in Tomsk..

1899-1903 Siberian Mail to North Africa
1903

THE CITY OF TOMSK IS CONNECTED TO THE MAIN LINE OF THE
TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY IN ASIAN-RUSSIA.
Overseas-bound mail from there traveled by rail to
Moscow for forwarding beyond.
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REGISTERED MAILTO ALGERIA VIA THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE
TO MOSCOW AND BY RAILTO GERMANY-FRANCE AND BY SEA TO ALGERIA

26 MARCH 1903

(Julian Calendar)

7 APRIL 1903

(Gregarian Calendar)

Registered view-card mail through the Russian Post Office at
Tomsk, Siberia, Russia, to Algers, Algeria,

18-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Algers,
25 April 1903"

14 Kopeck
5 Kopeck.. UPU Intemational
Postcard-Rate +
10 Kopeck.. Regisiration fee +
1 Kopeck.. Convenience
Over-Franking



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in China
1899-1903 Mail to France

1903

Even before official opening of the completed eastern Chinese
railway of the trans-Siberian network,

WEST-BOUND MAIL THROUGH THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICE MOVED
OVER THE NOW FULLY REPAIRED NORTHERN CHINESE RAILWAY TO
THE EASTERN CHINESE LINE, OR BY SEA FROM SHANGHAITO DALNY
AND THEN BY RAIL BEYOND.

MAIL FROM PEKING
USING THE LAND ROUTE

14 APRIL 1903

(Gregeorian Calendar)

Letter through the Russian
Post Office at Peking to
Paris, France, with route

endorsement
“... Transsiberienne”

26-day transit fime.
Arrival Postmark:

“Paris,
10 May 1901”

10 Kopeck..
UPU Single-Weight
(15 grams)
international
Lelter-Rate.

Uniofl postale universelle

Carte postalePostkarte—Fe rd
% &i- ,‘_Lm,v,
Nur fiir die Adresse. YRR et

b

i\

IG? fagues Noely

Cote réservé a I'Adresse.

"

Iy

MAIL FROM SHANGHAI
USING SEA ROUTETO
DALNY AND RAIL
BEYOND

16 MAY 1903

[Gregorian Calendar)

View-card, postmarked
Shanghai, Russian Post
Office, sent to Paris,
France, with route
endorsement
“Par Transsiberien™.

25-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Paris,
10 June 1901”

5 Kopeck:
UPU Infernational
Posicard-Rate



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL

French Post Office in China
1899-1903

Transit Mail to Europe
1903

FRENCH & RUSSIAN POST OFFICES' CONCLUDED
AGREEMENT, effective 1 January 1902, ENABLED
MOVEMENT OF FRENCH POST OFFICE MAIL, without

having to affix both French, Russian or Chinese
e eEI i postage, OVER THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE.
SHANGHAI FRENCH POST
OFFICE ROUTED

SHANGHAI-DALNY AND
RAILBEYONDTO
GERMANY

20 SEPTEMBER 1903

Korean postal stationery D
card mailed at Inchon <" UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE. _ = _
by a German sailor R NIy
aboard HMS Prince | s
Bismarck, heavy cruiser
and flag ship of the
German East Asia Cruiser
Squadron on its third
Korea voyage
(20-22 September 1703).
35-day transit time.

Transit Postmark:
(French Post Office)
“Shanghai, China,
28 September 1903”

Arrival Postmark:
“Berent,
25 October 1903"

St Rt B E weigh ks
INININININENIN IS

4 Cents..
UPU Intemational
Postcard-Rate.

TRANSIT MAIL THROUGH
THE SHANGHAI CHINESE
POST OFFICETO
ENGLAND ROUTED

Y SHANGHAI-DALNY AND
OSTAle Universele. % A \ B3 'l" 4, RAIL BEYOND
GARTE POSTALE 30 NOVEMBER 1903
P leare F“"“""‘_"_ ' Chinese mail routed
/ through the French Post

Office {China was not
yet a member of the
UPU) to London, Engiand,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Transit Postmark:
“Shanghai,
30 November 1903"

2 4 Cents:

: % =3¢ R oPY

- : Intemnational
o - Postcard-Rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Opening of the

1899-1903 “Chinese Eastern Railway”
1903

THE 1898 RUSSIAN-CHINESE
LEASE AGREEMENT FOR THE
LIAOTUNG PENINSULA JUSTIFIED
THE RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT TO
FINANCE & BUILD THE “CHINESE
EASTERN RAILWAY LINE”
(officially opened in June 1903)
in order to connect the trans-
Siberian, southern Manchurian
and eastern Chinese rail lines
with the Russian City/Port at
Vladivostok and, more
southern, Chinese City/Ports of
Dalny & Port Arthur, thereby
ESTABLISHING A ‘TRANS-
SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK'.

CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO EARLY PASSENGER TRAFFIC USING
THE NEW TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE FROM THE LIAOTUNG PENINSULA
(DALNY & PORT ARTHUR TERMINALS)

16 MAY 1903

Over-franked mail sent by a German located at Tsingtau, Kiautschou
(German Protectorate Lease Territory),
to a friend at Honolulu, Hawaii indicating....

“l can today advise that | will be returning home next week. In order fo visit
you, | wanted fo return by way of America. However, because of the
disproportionate cosf, | decided at the last moment to take the frain from
Port Arthur through Russia...”



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in China

1899-1903 Double-Franking Mail to Germany
1903

Since China was not a member of the UPU until March 1914,
EARLY FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL FROM CHINA HAD TO BE SENT THROUGH A
FOREIGN POST OFFICE WITH BOTH CHINESE FRANKING
AND THAT OF THE FOREIGN POST OFFICE.

Iepmania, £7 £ovia.

“

CHINESE COMMERCIAL MAILTO GERMANY FROM TIENTSIN
USING RAIL ROUTE ... NEWCHWANG-HARBIN-IRKUTSK-
MOSCOW-BERLIN-OSNABRUCK, GERMANY

25 APRIL 1903

Commercial cover, postmarked by the Chinese Post Office at fus “9
Tientsin, China, Russian Post Office postmark at Yingkou g
{(Newchwang) on1 May 1903 (Gregorian Calendar),
sent fo Osnabrick, Germany, with
cachet route mark & hand endorsement
“Via Siberia Germany"”

"
CARLOWITE A Dlua
TIERTSIN

22-day transit time.

Transit Postmark: (Reverse) Armrrival Postmark:
“Newchwang, “Osnabrick,
27 April 1903” 17 May 1903"
30 Kopeck (Russian) & 30 Cents (Chinese) Reverse

triple-weight (1.5 ounces/ 34 grams)
infernational lefter-rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Russian Post Office in China

1899-1903 Registered Mail to Germany
1903

NON-FINALIZED NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE GERMAN & RUSSIAN
POST OFFICES NECESSITATED FAR EAST ORIGIN MAILTO GERMANY
TO BE SENT THROUGH THE RUSSIAN OR FRENCH POST OFFICES
or by the sea through a German Post Office in China.

RO

Y 911
,3l Lanxan

" ‘\ BarpaH. HOYT. KOHT.

Exp Eisold BPP

GERMANY-BOUND REGISTERED MAIL FROM SHANGHAI
USING SEA ROUTE TO DALNY AND RAIL BEYOND

14 AUGUST 1903
(Gregorian Calendar) i
)

Registered commercial mail through the Russian Post Office at Ol )
Shanghai, China, to Disseldorf, Germany, o A
addressed fo renowned German manufacturer of photo \ et /
projection equipment, Eduard Liesegang. v’

32-day transit time. I
x 0 ’;\
Transit Postmark: (Reverse) Arrival Postmark: el k’
“Moscow, “Disseldorf *6 |, " %3‘55

12 September 1903" 15 September 1903” R

(Gregorian Calendar)

20 Kopeck:

10 Kopeck.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams)
International Letter-Rate.
10 Kopeck.. Regisiration fee

Reverse



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL Trans-Siberian Route Open for German

1899-1903 Post Office Mail from/to China
October 1903

AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GERMAN & RUSSIAN POST OFFICES
TOOK EFFECT ON 1 OCTOBER 1903,
permitting acceptance of German Post Office Mail from/to Europe
or beyond routed over the Trans-Siberian Network.

EARLY KIAUTSCHOU GERMAN POST OFFICE MAIL TO EUROPE
VIA THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK

5 NOVEMBER 1903

View-card, postmarked at Tsingtao, Kiautschou Territory,
non-route endorsed, sent over the new Trans-Siberian Route, as evidenced by the
Moscow Transit Postmark, sent o Budapest, Hungary.
24-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

“Moscow,
13 November 1903
(Julian Calendar)
= 26 November 1903”
(Gregorian Calendar)

“Budapest,
29 November 1903"”

10 Pfennig:
UPU Intemational Postcard-Rate.



TRIAL & EARLY MAIL German East-Bound Mail to China
1899-1903 Closed to ‘via Siberia’ Mail
1903

ANNOUNCEMENT IN GERMANY IN EARLY 1903 OF THE FUTURE
OPENING OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE FOR GERMAN MAIL
TO THE FAR EAST
resulted in some early non-valid mail being endorsed for that route
with such subsequently being re-directed by sea.

Pofttarte mit Antwort
Weltpoftverein

Carte postale avec réponse puu

Union postale nnn‘crs‘vlh

ons Sl A SSW

Lfﬁ% (=2 7 w*"“f“““f..«ef;w’ﬂ

RE-ROUTED MAIL TO TSINGTAU, CHINA, USING SEA ROUTE
SINCE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE STILL CLOSED TO GERMAN POST OFFICE MAIL

17 JANUARY 1903

Postal stationery reply-card, postmarked at Wilhelmshaven,
route endorsed “via Sf. Petersburg - Porf Arthur”, sent to
Tsingtau, Kiautschou, China,

Since the Trans-Siberian Network Route was not yet open to German-origin mail,
the route endorsement was altered by the German Post Office to
“Bp Xl route closed... (route) viaBp 21" =
(by rail) Wilhelmshaven-Leipzig-Hof-Munich-Naples
(by sea) Naples-Tsingtau

41-day transit time.
Arrival Postmark:

“Tsingtau, Kiautschou,
27 February 1903”

10+10 Pfennig:
UPU Interndational Postcard-Rate.



lll. RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR
1904-1905

Europe-Bound ‘via Siberia’ Mail
Prior to Outbreak of War

on 10 February 1904

GERMAN-POST-OFFICE MAIL WAS POSSIBLE ONLY FOUR MONTHS
PRIOR TO THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN
RUSSIA AND JAPAN ON 10 FEBRUARY 1904,
resulting in closure of all mail movement over the Trans-Siberian
Network in Manchuria and China until late 1905.

GERMAN POST
OFFICE IN CHINA
MAILTO ENGLAND

9 JANUARY 1904

Viewcard,
postmarked at the
Shanghai German

Post Office, sent
to London, England,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

V1 &ostkﬁ 1 Qte poraie | r

o o Weltpostverein — Union postale universelle oo

Levelezd - Lap

Karta korespondencyjna

Briefkaart

O rRppITOe-NUCEMO-TARJIELA POSTAL-Jonncna Rap:a

Correspondenzkarte

- Cartolina postale -

2 LNI()N POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

POST CARD-CARTE POST,

The address only to be written on this side

Coté réservé a I'adresse.

mfm

Dopisnice
Korespondentni listek

Post card - Brefkort

HOLLAND.

10 Pfennig:
UPU Infernational Postcard-Rate

GERMAN POST
OFFICE IN CHINA
MAILTO HOLLAND

29 JANUARY 1904

Viewcard,
postmarked at the
Shanghai German
Post Office, sent to

Rofterdam, Holland,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia™.
25-day transit time.

Arrival Posimark:

“Rotterdam,
23 February 1904”



RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR Switzerland-Bound ‘via Siberia’ Mail

1904-1905 Prior to Outbreak of War
on 10 February 1904

REGISTERED GERMAN POST
OFFICE IN CHINA MAILTO
SWITZERLAND
PRIORTO
RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

Exp Bothe BPP

Arrival Postmark:

“Chur,
14 JANUARY 1904 10 February 1904"
Registered cover, postmarked at
the Shanghai German Post Office, 40 Plennig:
sent to Chur, Switzerland, 40 Pig.. Doubie-Weight
with route endorsement (15- 30 grams)
“Via Siberia”. UPU infernalional

Letter-Rate

27-day transit time. 20 Pig.. Regishralion fee



RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR German Offices in China
1904-1905 Mail Routed “Via Suez”

BETWEEN ‘9 FEBRUARY 1904 - LATE SUMMER 1905, FOREIGN-
POST-OFFICES’-IN-CHINA MAIL WAS SENT BY SEA WITH
ROUTE ENDORSEMENT “VIA SUEZ",
since the trans-Siberian rail route was closed as a result of the
Russo-Japanese War.

M'DEUTSCH-ASIAT_I

Via SUEZ.

Tientsin
) untlehe Post
Eingeschriehen. -

Ne 355.

REGISTERED GERMAN-POST-OFFICE IN CHINA
MAIL SENT TO GERMANY DURING THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR

13 APRIL1905

Registered bank mail, postmarked at the Tientsin German Post Office,
sent to a military district office at Schéneberg, Germany, with route indication
“Via Suvez".
39-day transit time.

Service Postmark:
(reverse)
“Schéneberg,
22 May 1905”

60 Pfennig:
40 Pfg.. Double-Weight (15-30 grams)
UPU intemational Letter-Rate
20 Pig.. Regisiration fee



RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR Resumption of Mail Service
1904-1905 Caravan Route .. 1905

Since hostilities officially ended with the Russo-Japanese Treaty of Portsmouth
(New Hampshire) signed on 5 September 1905,
MAIL SERVICE RESUMPTION EAST & WESTBOUND RESARTED EARLIER, ALBEIT OVER
THE EARLIER RIDER/CARAVAN ROUTE TO REACH THE TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAIL NETWORK AT MYSSOWAJA,
since the eastern Chinese portion of the rail network was war damaged.

FRENCH POST
OFFICE MAILTO /
FRANCE o

22 MAY 1905

’how. (" n

Cove, postmarked at //

Tientsin, with
route endosement &

V\N\.
27 cen/”
“Vole Sibérie” (f )
sent to France. ) Pezcec - 7 ;
30-day fransit time. 5; ze e Finegs L C?/) ?/
(Tientsin-Peking- P erre //’

-

Kalgan-Urga- / 1
Myssowaja-Irkutsk- \/ / r ‘!1
Moscow-Berlin- T L 72 // @le 1 N
France) /
25 Centimes.. : } /
Single-Weight , / GTe_etc Coloer p,
UPU Infemational \
Letter-Rate - = -
GERMAN
KIAUTSCHOU MAIL
TO GERMANY
o A
1,/“* # vien 12 DECEMBER 1905
Weltpostverein — Union postale universelle View-card,
Postkarte - Carte postale — Postcard - Tarjeta Postal — Orkpeiror mmosuo postmarked Tsingtau,
Cartolina Postale — @ o :ﬁ denzkarte Briefkaart Brevkort — Brefkort Kiautschou, China
Dopisnice - !{?\ Korespondenéni listek  Dopisnica with ro'uh '
K % dencyjna — Carto postal. endorsement
M A BB\ S0, “Via Siberia” sent to
2 /. Weissenburg,
2% 2, Lo ( \ / Province Alsace,
%W/J SE % I, l; .24 21 Germany.

35-day tfransit time
// % (Kiautschou-Tientsin-
Peking-Kalgan-Urga-

/ %/ﬂ g e/ (-1 . L Myssowaja-
Iz %/-m - K/ v Ao /’\:.@ %{ (M/ /é/ |rkufswk-‘l:::::::-:)erlh-

7 / 4 mn j y/ %‘n 7 ':i’[g_ 7 7/&’ /j o / L ? /// Arrival Postmark:

%L 21 4, +/ “Weissenburg (Elsz,
ﬁ]l.;;', 16 January 1906
: 2Cends ...
Postcard-rate for mail
Chinese Handstamp (red) = Address of Sender.. from a German colony

“Hamel, No. 1, Sijfang” o Germany



RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR Resumption of Mail Service
1904-1905 Winter 1906

Despite the resumption of madil services,
WINTER WEATHER-RELATED DELAYS,
and continued non-operational track network in Eastern China,
OFTEN RESULTED IN MAILTAKING AS LONG AS SEA-ROUTED MAIL.

14 FEBRUARY 1906

Commercial cover, postmarked at the German Post Office at Tientsin, China,
with route endorsement “via Russland” sent to Hamburg, Germany.

42-day (weather-related delay) transit time
(Tientsin-Peking-Kalgan-Urga-Myssowaja-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg)

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Hamburg,
28 March 1908"

10 Cents:
Single-Weight (15 grams) UPU International Letter-Rate



Resumption of Mail Service

Russian Post Office in China
1906-1907

RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR
1904-1905

On 12 February 1907, THE ROUTE ON THE LIAOTUNG PENINSULA
(Dalny/Port Arthur/Harbin) AND IN SOUTHERN MANCHURIA REOPENED,
now again enabling full use of the southern Manchurian and
connecting trans-Siberian rail network.

1906
CHINATO GERMANY
MAIL

26 OCTOBER 1906

(Gregorian Calendar)

Postal stationery card
postmarked Tschifu
(Chefoo),
Russian Post Office, to
Suhl, Germay.

29-day Transit time
(Tschifu-by sea to Dalny-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Suhl)

Arrival Postmark:
“Suhl,
24 November 1904"

4 Kopeck..
International
postcard-rate

1907
CHINATO GERMANY

Q&\M{
,,,,,, ﬁkmb

e i s 85

fai

£y w b }w\umm ffx\um\,\: ‘i\x.\m " e

._g :::: Weltpo;tverem

‘e cme‘ Toign postale un.wersell ’ :

é‘; T

= ; W it Vr e

ettt la

MAIL

12 MAY 1907
(Gregorian Calendar)

View-card postmarked
Tientsin, China, without route
endorsement “Via Siberia”
to Stuttgart, Germany.

22-day transit time
(Tientsin-Peking-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Stuttgart)

Transit Postmark:
{Reverse)
“Peking,

13 May 1907”

: , Arrival Postmark:
J “Stuttgart, 3 June 1907

4 Kopeck:
international posicard-rate
+ 2 Kopeck over-franking




IV. EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1907-1913

Tri-Weekly Express Train Service

1907

By June 1907, EXPRESS TRAIN SERVICE (three times weekly),
EXPEDITED HANDLING OF MAIL ALONG WITH PROMOTION OF ROUTE MAIL SERVICE
between Europe/European Russia-Eastern Russia/Far East.

CHINATO SWEDEN MAIL
(German Post Office)

30 MARCH 1907
View card, postmarked at
Shanghai, China, to Stockholm,
Sweden, with route
endorsement “via Siberia".

24-day Transit time
(Shanghdai..by sea..-Dainy..by
train..-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Kiel..by sea..Stockholm)

4 Cents..
UPU International Postcard Rate.

AM
e V9

TRADE MARK

¥, =
o, e
Sonama,3b°

A ct/?s/rfw n%ééﬁmw,v

©

=u

’

1
3

Ll
*
. N
PO
ES

CHINATO ENGLAND MAIL
(British Post Office)

18 APRIL 1907
Missionary mail postmarked at
Hankow, Ching, with endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Selby, Yorkshire, England.

29-day transit time:
(Hankow..by sea to Dainy- Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-
by sea to England)

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Peking, 22 April 1907
“Selby, 17 May 1907

4 Cents...
(Hong Kong Postage)
UPU Internafional Letter-Rate

U
(m CARTE POSTATE
3
>

CHINATO GERMANY MAIL
(Kiautschau .. German Colony)

11 JUNE 1907
View card, postmarked at
Tsingtau, Kiautschou, China, sent
to Uslar, Germany, with
route endorsement
“via Tschifu - Siberia”.

23-day Transit time
(Tsingtau-Tschifu-by sea to
Dalny-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk -
Moscow-Berlin-Uslar)

(Reverse)

2 Cents..
Postcard Concession Rate for
Geman Colony fo Gemmany.




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1907-1913 1907

Along with standard madil service,
REGISTERED MAIL WAS POSSIBLE USING THE STANDARD SEALED MAIL
BAGS WITH THE EXPRESS TRANS-SIBERIAN TRAIN SERVICE.

KIAUTCHOU-CHINA

Registered Mail Service

TO GERMANY MAIL ’
(German Post Office)

11 JUNE 1907

Cover, postmarked at
Tsingtau, Kiautschou,
China, sent to Deutsch-
Eylau, Germany,
with route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

23-day Transit time
(Kiautschou..by sea..-
Dalny..by frain..-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Deutsch-Eylau)

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Deutsch-Eylau,
4 August 1907"

Tsingtan
18 Cents.. o

8 Cents..up to 250 grams
+ No_789

10 Cenis.. Registry Fee/
concession lefter-rate for
Geman Colony mail sent

fo Germany

- e ————r—— T —— —
 a - .

DUTCH ENGINEERING WORKS / Wﬁ
NEDERLANDSCHE FABRIEK S A
VAN WERKTUIGEN EN SPOORWEG - MATERIEEL
SHANGHAI

AR

CHINATO
HOLLAND MAIL

(German Post
Office)

24 OCTOBER
1907

Commercial mail,
postmarked
Tientsin, China, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia” sent
to Amsterdam,
Holland.

22-day transit time
(Tientsin-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-

Berlin-Amsterdam)

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Amsterdam,
14 November
1907"

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU
Single-Weight
International

Letter-Rate +
10 Cents..
Regisiry Fee



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Registered Mail Service
1907-1913 1908

CHINATO ITALY MAIL
(German Post Office)

20 DECEMBER 1907

Single-weight lefter
postmarked at
Shanghai, Ching, sent te
Rome, ltaly, with route
endorsement
“via Siberia”.

26-day Transit time ' ﬂ : \
(Shanghai.. by sea to Dainy.. / ¥ . 2 Z :
by train..-Harbin-Irkutsk- 7,/ e /
Moscow-Berlin-Hof-Munich- 1 ;/ 2 / /%/ 24‘—

Rome) ;
o / e y & ol

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Roma, s5)-
15 January 1908” / { | Schanghai : /
° (D‘#sohc ost) /
20 Cents... @R A 478 @ /M- =
10 Cents.. \Q_ :

UPU Iinfemnational
Single-Weight
Letter-Rate

+10 Cents.. Registry fee

CHINATO

GERMANY MAIL
(German Post Office)

5 JUNE 1908

Triple-weight
commercial mail
postmarked
Shanghai, China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia™ sent
to Stuitgart,
Germany

23-day transit time
(Shanghai .. by
sea to Dalny.. by

*qu LmA FREITAG =%

Berlin-Stuttgart)

Arrival Postmark:

' Wilhelmstrasse.

“Stuttgart,
27 June 1908”

Schan hai e 4
(Deuucllo onb {} \
X 32 Cents...
22 Cents..
Concession

STHRTOREE R o

250 grams +
10 Cents..

- GERMANY.
Registry fee

e




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Concession-Rate Mail
1907-1913 1908

EFFECTIVE 1 JULY 1908, THE GERMAN POST OFFICE REDUCED ITS RATE FOR
MAIL EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE GERMAN POST OFFICE IN CHINAWITH
GERMANY PROPER RESULTING IN A ‘CONCESSION RATE’
for such mail which now was significantly less than the
standard UPU international mail rates with the difference subsidized
by the German Post Office.

NON-CONCESSION-

RATED

CHINATO GERMANY e -
MAIL b"[,-y\ b[-vL VA

(German Post Office) /—‘—ﬁ’vﬁfa 1 t ¢
6 MARCH 1908 ‘ Weltpoftverein
Carte postale
Postal card, Union postale universelle
postmarked at
Shanghai, China, sent

to Bremen, Germany,
with route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

19-day Transit time
(Shanghai.. by sea..-
Dalny.. by frain..-
Harbin-irkutsk-Moscow- ¢ / )« s
Berlin-Bremen) L R e SR M. gL LLPEL(“" ..... R e

Arrival Postmark: " PN A A
“Bremen, .................... o 5 sectant e suprlheRbee S e E
25 March 1908” (

4 Cents..
UPU International
Postcard Rate.

CONCESSION-RATED

1 CHINA TO GERMANY

MAIL
(German Post Office)

Carte postale - Postkarte — Post Card ,
Cartolina postale Dopisnice — Levelezd-Lap 4 *(aéta kgrespomelencyjna — Briefka
Correspondenzkart& — 'faP]eta Postal ﬁ{efk ti—‘ Bae*ct —" OTRIRITOS TTHCEBYO

o X, 9‘ id D, IR L ke View card, postmarked
w N - N g : Shanghai, China, with
Haniin g vJ t route endorsement “Via
M"WVW“ ""\H MHA, mAs Siberia” sent to Hanover,
WW O R P g v SRS

Mv\t\ oute:
M N 7 el M /@&f\/&ﬂ/\/\/ e Shanghoi..Rb:'sea..-Dalny..

by frain..-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Mamv ‘ Moscow-Berlin-Hanover

25 AUGUST 1908

tdit, Kingshill No. 438

E

M . . ; 2 R : 2 Cents...
. o German concession-rate
? valid for German Post
ot ’] ) A . ‘| . —— Office in China Mail fo
% i i g ‘ 4 Germany
;MWMW/MMAMMAM (1 July 1908-

9. September 1715)



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1907-1913

German Legation Guard Mail

1908

GERMAN LEGATION GUARDS AT PEKING,
using the German Post Office,
ROUTE-ENDORSED THEIR MAIL “via Siberia”.

REGISTERED
CHINATO GERMANY

MAIL =
(German Post Office)

3 NOVEMBER 1908

Registered postal card,
postmarked at

Pofttarte

{ (¥ Pekinlg :
Peking, China, sent to Vi Deutsche Pos
the Imperial Ministry of \ s/i} Ne 967
War, Berlin, Germany, An
with route endorsement :

“via Siberia”.

19-day Transit time
(Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin)

_______ Mk S b

Arrival Postmark:
“Berlin, 21 Ao o™
22 November 1908” il U/’/y
4 Ny ."N nu g
b Sa
12 Cents.. ,

2 Cents.. Concession
posicard-rate
+10 Cents..
registry fee.

Postkarte — Carte postaie
Weltpostverein — o..a.~ elle
Leveiezd-Lap — Cj M{%-*y]e — &%ﬂr
Correspondenzkart -§ negid Kgfespenden
Korrespondenéni lisfbk <&~ ?ﬁgwﬁﬂop 0
Brefkort — Br| v-&?ﬂ %}ﬁi}eﬁﬁ@stm

T A

! SRR i
£’ < Y 7 A

Orrpiroe nudents

e / ,,,,, %W%Mz
v

WM,'W, b el

\

\ Y. fofs. oA 1 Hrp ] S T

CHINATO GERMANY
VIEW CARD MAIL

(Geman Post Office)
13 JANUARY 1908

View card mail,
postmarked Peking,
China, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Spandau/Berlin,
Germany.

Route:
Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin

Military Unit Cachet
Handstamp:
“Legation Guard
Staff .. Validated Mail”

2 Cents...
Concession-rate for
German Post Office in
China Postcard Mail
to Germany



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Chinese Post Office Mail
1907-1913 1908

THE CHINESE POST OFFICE FIRST BECAME A MEMBER OF THE UPU IN SEPTEMBER 1914
REQUIRING ANY OVERSEAS-BOUND MAIL BEFORE THAT DATE TO BE ROUTED THROUGH A
FOREIGN POST OFFICE IN CHINA.

Agreements with foreign post offices in China were eventually concluded eliminating
any double-franking requirements.

CHINATO UNITED
STATES OF

AMERICA MAIL
(Japanese Post Office)

26 DECEMBER 1908

Printed-matter mail,
postmarked at
Tientsin,
with route
endorsement
“via Siberia”,
sent to
New Britain,
Connecticut.

Transit Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Mukden, lJPO,
28 December 1908”

Route:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-USA

2 Cents...
Printed Matter
rate up fo two
ounces
CHINATO
SWITZERLAND
‘ % (French Post Office)
- Ura
E v 12 DECEMBER 1908
5 View-card, postmarked
at Hankow,

f g route endorsement
' - “via Siberia”.
I : sent to
bt A Bern, Switzerland.
B
5 s Transit Postmark:
' ;g.g { “Peking,

Gé‘_ ; 16 December 1908"

:EE Route:

& Hankow-Peking--

Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-

9] Moscow-Berlin-Basel-

9 Zurich-Bern
j 4 Cents..
! UPU infernational

o
1
!

s ——a— Postcard-Rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Chinese Post Office Mail
1907-1913 1910-19M1

CHINA TO SWEDEN MAIL
{Chinese & French Post Offices)

16 July 1210

Uprated postal stationery card,
posimarked at
Kiaochow, Ching, sent fo
Stockholm, Sweden, through
French Post Office, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia™.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tientsin, 21 July 1910”
“Stockholm, 5 August 1910"

20-day transit time
{Kiaochow-Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkuisk-Omsk-St.
Petersburg-by sea..Sweden)

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

POSTCARD CHINATO ITALY MAIL

: 29 November 1910

‘Christmas Greetings’ mail,
postmarked at
Amoy, China, sent to Naples, ltaly,
with route endorsement
“ftaly Via Siberia”.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Shanghai,
5 December 1910”
“Naples,
28 December1910”

29-day fransit time
{Amoy/Shanghai.. by sea..-Dalny.. by
train..-Harbin-lrkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Munich-Naples)

CHINA TO ENGLAND MAIL

27 December 1910

‘New Year's Greetings' mail,
postmarked Tientsin, China, with
route endorsement “Via Siberia™
to Boston, Lincolnshire, England.

Arrival Postmark:
{Reverse)
“Boston, 12 January 1911"

16-day hransit time
{Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-England)

Franking:
4 Cents..
UPU International Postcard-
Rate.




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES French Post Office in China Mail
1907-1913 1908-09

OPENING OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK ALSO ENABLED
FRENCH POST OFFICE EXPANSION ALONG THE COAST,
In support of commerce and shorter mail movement to France.

CHINATO SPAIN MAIL o /7 ] : !
(French Post Office) ! %0-' %IA—/M

15 JUNE 1908 t ‘ OSTT
§ =" The Address gnl

e, 8 nﬂ@- nThis Side.
View card, R AN

[
postmarked at f % é‘p
Chefoo, Ching, sent to | 4/
San Sebastian, Spain, l g W o A

with route endorsement i N
“Via Transiberia”.

Route: ¢ \:‘ -
(Chefoo..by sea..- i

Dalny.. by train..- h i %
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-

-y
Berlin-Paris-San b ) J : Q 4
Sebastian) ¢ 2z Mﬂﬂ/z
4 Cents.. | :

UPU International :
Posicard-Rate. ] 6‘ 7 i >

CHINATO
SWITZERLAND
MAIL

(French Post Office)

12 NOVEMBER
1909

Commercial cover,
posimarked Canton,
China, with route
endorsement
“Via Dalny & Siberia”
Sent to
Affoltern/Zurich,
Swifzerland.

Monsieur Alfred Vollenweider A"i";'.smdm

“Affoltern,
4 December 1909"

zum Merkur 22-day transit time:

(Canton/Shanghai..
by sea..-Dainy.. by
train..-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Basel-Zurich)

AFFOLTERN
S—— 25 Centimes...
(Indo China Stamps/
am Albis 5 & 15 Cent. valves
Switzerland Zurich with printing error
“CanPon”)
i UPU Intemational
| Single-Weight
- d Lefter-Rate.




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1907-1913

Russian Post Office in China Mail
‘Westbound’ Mail to Europe

ALL ‘WESTBOUND’ MAIL SENT THROUGH THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICE

IN CHINAWAS ROUTED ‘Via Siberia’ WITH OR WITHOUT NEED
FOR ROUTE-ENDORSEMENT INDICATION.

MAIL FROM TIENTSIN
TO GERMANY

17 APRIL 1908
(Julian)
30 APRIL 1908
(Gregorian)

Reply postal stationery
card, postmarked at
Tientsin, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wilmersdorf
bei Berlin,

18 May 1908”

18-day transit time:

Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin

4 Kopeck..
UPU international
postcard-rate.

#* 33)?; ;
OTEPBITOE IINCHMO

b ONIAYEHHHEIMDL OTEBTOMD.

(poste Russie):

¥ 8%

REGISTERED MAIL FROM
PEKING TO GERMANY

6 SEPTEMBER 1910

(Gregorian)

Registered postal

stationery, postmarked

at Peking,

with route endorsement

“Via Siberia”
sent to Giengen,

Wiritemberg. Germany.

Route:

Peking-Tientsin-Mukden--
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-

Berlin-Leipzig-Stuttgart-
Giengen

246 Kopeck..
Either
10 Kop. Single-weight
(15 grams) lefter-rate +
10 Kop...Regisiry fee +
é Kop. Over-franking
Or
4 Kop.. Under-franking
double-weight (30 grams)
letter-rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Russian Post Office Mail
1907-1913 Printed-Matter Mail to Europe

MAILTO PRAG
(Austro-Hungary)

11 SEPTEMBER 1908

Printed-
matter/newspaper

wrapper mail
postmarked at Hankow,
China, sent to Prag
(Austro-Hungary)
with no route
endorsement necessary.

Route:
Hankow-Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Dresden-
Prag




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Russian Post Office in China Mail

1907-1913 ‘Westbound’ Mail to
Finland (Russia)

MAILTO FINLAND
FROM SHANGHAI

10 DECEMBER 1909

]

- " SNON POSTALE UNIVERSE, Le

ew-card, ;

postmarked at : : CARTE POSTALE

Shanghai, China,

with route

endorsement

“via Siberia” sent

to Nystad, Finland

(Russia).

Arrival Postmark:
“Nystad,
28 December
1909”

R\ LA |

T

18-day transit time:

Tientsin-Mukden-

Harbin-Irkutsk- N X i q 7 ;
Moscow-Berlin é /A k{‘:

'NYAV L VWYHONOA OHOINVZES]  VAQENOL,, Ad QHLNMd

/
/,/ Q
N

3 Kopeck.. S A
Russian inland
postcard-rate.

MAILTO FINLAND

FROM HANKOW
CARTE POSTALE POST CARD ) : 24 DECEMBER 1912
POSTKARTE CARTOLINA POSTALE |
OTKPBITOE ITUCHBMO. : ‘Christmas
% % Y ? k&; Greetings’ Card,
l 7 postmarked at

Hankow, China,
to Helsinki, Finland
(Russia).

Arrival Postmark:
“Helsinki,
8 January 1913”

X
R

= NVAVl NI 30V

15-day transit time:
Hankow-Peking-
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Omsk-
St. Petersburg-
Helsinki

3 Kopeck..
Russian inland
postcard-rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Japan-Origin Mail
1907-1913 1908-10

JAPAN-ORIGIN MAIL FOR EUROPE WAS USUALLY ROUTED THROUGH THE
JAPANESE PORT OF TSURUGA FOR SEA TRANSPORT TO VLADIVOSTOK, RUSSIA,
WHERE IT THEN TRAVELLED BY TRAIN TO EUROPE
via the Trans-Siberian railway network southern route.

JAPANTO
SWITZERLAND MAIL " ol ; & . P
(Japan Post Office) I”l[)()rl(ll H()f()IS, Ll )’lltf)(’, Tol‘-’(). ;
26 JULY 1908 TR 7--{; ," | s
‘Imperial Hotel’ Cover, VFI‘A’ N Tl st T :

postmarked at Lu 5.1_;;_ " S y
Tokyo, Japan, sentto s Qi i/
Bern, Switzerland, with ﬁ 1‘4 i:lﬁl m l’“\
route endorsement £
i Mesdemoiselles B UR I

21-day Transit time : X ¢
(Tokye-Tsuruga.. by 3
sea..-Viadivostok.. by Modes L
train..-Harbin-Irkutsk- i CQ i

Moscow-Berlin-Bern) Rue de 1' Hopital To. 5? NG Y

L
Arrival Postmark: ( o -
(Reverse) ) v {
“Bern,
16 August 1908 "

10 Sen..
UPU International Switzerland.
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Letter- Rate. S8
JAPAN-ORIGIN MAIL
. TO GERMANY
: (Japan Post Office)
e e e e ‘
%{;}"f{!l&l[l’l’ff'flﬁﬁl!fffr N 5 - TR Egvy 3 EIRELE (3 Il -y ‘ 22 JUNE ]910
(2 Al I
i 1. 3 .;\.
!\"}'g Union Postale Universelle. Commercial postal card,
%: GARTH POSTAIR e - B
ke "".‘:'ﬁ W\ Lk 0 h Japan, with route
r% | &. % endorsement
; \! £ \ 24 el :?r “Via Siberia” sent to
u’; ‘"\._X‘ = et ’/&\ Beuel/Bonn, Germany.
§; MESSRS. S. N.  WOLFF &“%00. v e &
s : S8 Transit Postmark:
Rie i :
3 2 5\ “Tsuruga, Japan,
5/ BEUEREL BOYE ;4 22 August 1910
K& o s 5 e o o e 2 i 9 v o o s . O - 4
‘\E B b : € Route:
W » manys 2 Kyoto-Tsuruga..by sea..-
‘: £ vy Vliadivostok.. by train..-
:y,, EK Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
fg (CoTE RESERVE A L'ACRESSE ) (L euzssrcass) 3 sg Berlin-Bonn
B 5 25058820999 2059800809 00 R¢QR0RCRR000RRRRR0RRAKORANARALOAKAARNRLALARNRLAOEQOCIONAICOLOQEELLS -
4 Sen...
UPU intemational

= — Postcard Rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Japan Post Office in China
1907-1913 Mail to Europe
1910

MAIL TO GERMANY
(Japan Post Office)

15 SEPTEMBER 1910

Cover through Japanese
Post Office at Tientsin,
China,
sent to Giengen,
Wirttemberg, Germany,
with route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

Transit Postmark:
“Changchun, UPO,
17 September1910”

Route:
Tienstin-Mukden-
Changchun-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Stuitgart-Giengen

11 Sen...
10 Sen.. Single-weight
{20 grams)
UPU international
Letter-Rate with
1 Sen over-franking




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Post Office in China Mail
1907-1913

Coastal Offices 1908-10
OPENING OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE WITH ITS CONNECTIONTO
MOSCOW-BERLIN ENABLED MAIL TO MOVE TO WESTERN EUROPE MUCH MORE
EXPEDITIOUSLY THAN BY USING THE SEA ROUTE
enabling the German Post Office to extend its post office locations in support of
commerce expansion along the coast and inland.
CHINATO GERMANY
MAIL

(German Post Office)

18 DECEMBER 1908

Cover,
postmarked at
Canton, China, sent to
Augsburg, Germany, with

route endorsement % 3%, L%é(/
“via Siberia”.

Route:
Canton/Shanghai..by
sea..-Dalny..by train..-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Augsburg

4 Cents..
Geman concession rate for
letter-mail sent to Germany.

o

THE SCHWEIGER IMPORT & EXPORT CO.L™®

mean orFFice - MILAN

e ¢ i Romattad s
& Pt N

R Hankaui .
(Deutsch ; Post)
N 89

V=

- n"'r. -
; . R - —

gteidtmann & Nagel

Merchants
!

HAMBURG

CHINATO GERMANY REGISTERED MAIL
(Germman Post Office)
12 NOVEMBER 1909
Commercial mail, postmarked at Arrival Postmark:
Hankau, China, with route endorsement (Reverse)
“Via Siberia” sent to Hamburg, Germany “Hamburg, 24 June 1910”
24-day transit time
(Hankau/Shanghai.. by sea to Dalny.. by train..-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg)

14 Cents....
4 Cents .. Single weight (20 grams) lefter concession-rate +
10 Cenis .. Registry fee



German Pacific Colony Mail

EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1909-1914

1907-1913

EFFECTIVE 1 SEPTEMBER 1909, MAIL FROM THE GERMAN PACIFIC COLONIES
HAD ACCESS TO THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK,
based on agreement between the German & Russian Post Offices.

Such mail moved by steamer to Hong Kong or Shanghai and subsequently
by coastal vessel to Dalny on the Liaotung Peninsula/China, with access to
the Eastern Chinese Railway of the trans-Siberian rail network.

z
N
:\\
N
\
N

Wobnung .. A

(Strafie und Hausnummier)

TR s - ._;“(\.;;_‘. paeryies

GERMAN MARSHALL ISLAND MAIL (NAURU) TO GERMANY

(Gemman Post Office)
24 FEBRUARY 1913

Postal stationery card, postmarked on the Island of Naurv,
manuscript route endorsed “via Siberia”, sent to Berlin, Germany

Sender:
“Martha Brauns”, wife of the German engineer
in charge of the German government telegraph station on Nauru.

Estimated 34-day transit time
(Navru-Hong Kong-Dalny-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin)

5 Pfennig...
Postcard concession-rate for
German colony mail sent o Germany



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German ‘Shantung’ Railway
1907-1913 ‘Pukow-Tientsin’ Railway

The 1904 completed German-built Shantung Railway connected Tsingtao-with Tsinanfu.
A British-German Consortium built the Tientsin-Pukow Railway between 1909-1912
connecting southern China at Hankow to northern China at Tientsin along
with connection to the Shantung Railway.

BOTH RAIL LINES EXPEDITED THE MAIL MOVEMENT TO THE CHINESE NORTHERN AND
EASTERN RAILWAYS, THE LATTER BEING PART OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK.

CHINESE TIENTSIN-

PUKOW RAILWAY
FORERUNNER

MAIL
(Chinese & French
Post Offices)

7 FEBRUARY 1909

Commercial cover,
postmarked at
Tsangochow, China,
sent to Berlin with
route endorsement
“via Siberia™.

Transit Postmark:
“Tien-tsin, French Post
Office China,

7 February 1909"

Arrival Postmark:
“Berlin,
21 February1909”

14-day Transit Time:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin

10 Cents..
UPU Intemnational
Single-Weight
Lefter-Rate

/t/ﬂ. g, t.“;/

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
) POSTCARD
/ &

éw/éa- i ?l" ‘/
/[&(/mb%m Mw,&;’ /l‘v
%uq Qz oAﬁ ot
./ 6( Ve Ar 0/ wW
//M!//w/ W «,VZ«
Aes ,L,/,, Z.

TAY, 1, T -
ents....
M W%«/ Geman concession postcard-

%/W/g m~5 | g 11643 rale for mall lo Gesmany

SHANTUNG RAILWAY
T.P.O. MAIL

(German Post Office)

9 JUNE 1909

View-card mail sent by German
Provincial Administrator
“Waliter” at Kaumi, Kiautschou,
posimarked “Tsingtau-Tsinanfu
Train 2" to Leipzig, Germany,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia".

Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu T.P.O.-
Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Leipzig




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Post Office in China Mail
1907-1913 German Transit Mail 1909

MAIL SACKS FOR NON-GERMAN DESTINATION IN-TRANSIT MAIL WERE ALSO
HANDLED BY THE RUSSIAN & GERMAN POST OFFICES

CHINATO HOLLAND

MAIL
(Geman Post Office)

17 SEPTEMBER 1909

Correspondenzkarte — Briefkaart - Post card J
Levelez -Lap - Dopisnice : o
" Cartolina postale — OtkPbiToE nuc

bM g wo
Union postale universelle. MM ~

—asfoia— 0

View card,
postmarked at

Shanghai, China, to ek
Amsterdam, Holland, : v

with route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

g Wb el = 4 4.

Arrival Postmark:
“Amsterdam,
3 October 1909”

14-day Transit Time
(Shanghai.. by sea to
Dalny.. by train..-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Amsterdam)

i . o4 t
¢ o
Shodin s i it AN A

4 Cents..
UPU Intemnational St - 2 :
Postcard-Rate ! - — - = —

CHINATO DENMARK
MAIL

(German Post Office)
12 NOVEMBER 1909

Re-directed cover,
postmarked at Peking,
China, for Hellerup,
Denmark, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hellerup,

7 June 1909”

14-day Transit Time
( Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Denmark)

10 Cends....
UPU Single Weight

(20 grams)
infemational
Letter-Rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Parcel Post Mail
1907-1913 1910

A 1910 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE RUSSIAN & GERMAN POST OFFICES NOW PERMITTED
GERMAN PARCEL POST TO BE SENT BY WAY OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK.
(up to 5 kg and 2800 Marks in value to Shanghai/otherwise 800 Marks)

German-origin/transit parcel post did not move over the standard route of Berlin-
Alexandrowo-Moscow-Harbin.... but rather the more northerly
European rail route...

Berlin-Eydtkuhnen (Prussian-Russian border)-St. Petersburg-Omsk-Harbin...

PARCEL POSTTO JAPAN
(German Post Office)

30 MARCH 1910

Early ‘via Siberia’ parcel post card (3'2 Kg parcel),
postmarked at Hamburg, Germany,
manuscript route endorsed “via Siberia”, sent to Kobe, Japan

Border Crossing Marks:
German: “Eydtkuhnen, 1 April 1910”
Russian: “Eydtkuhnen, 20 March (Julian Calendar) o s e S o s el
= 2 Apiril” (Gregorian Calendar) : e
L T e e )

Transit Route:
Hamburg-Berlin-Eydtkuhnen-St. Petersburg-Omsk- EBCAVINRE
Irkutsk-Harbin-Viadivostok-Tsuruga-Kobe

RM 4.60 ... Reverse Side Franking
Germman fiat-rate parcel post charge for
infernational parcels up fo 5 Kg in weight.



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Post Office in Kiautschou

1907-1913 German Marine’s Mail
1910

Upon the murder of two German missionaries in Shantung Province in
November 1897 and subsequent occupadation of the
City of Tsingtao by German marines in 1898, China & Germany signed a 99-year
lease of the Kiautschou Bay area in the north-eastern
part of the province in March 1898.

THE GERMAN FAR-EAST CRUISER SQUADRON WITH ITS CONTINGENT OF MARINES
SUBSEQUENTLY HAD THEIR OVERSEAS HOME PORT/BASE AT TSINGTAU/KIAUTSCHOU
BETWEEN 1898-1914.

®.t-a 5 tbtard egnik

Eitnschretitbenl

Herrn

gapl - P o e r st er

=Dreasden-&

K WeiReritzufer

R ;l;:lngiau:
Ne 700 a

.....

CHINATO GERMANY REGISTERED MAIL
(German Post Office)

8 APRIL 1910
Registered German marine’s mail Arrival Postmark:
(24 Unit/3d Marine Battalion), (Reverse)
postmarked at Tsingtao, Kiautschou, “Dresden, 22 April 1910

China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia” sentto
Dresden, Germany

14-day transit time:
Tsingtao/Kiautschou..by sea to Dalny.. by train..-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Dresden

18 Cents....
8 Cents .. double-weight (up to 250 grams)
German concession letter-rate +
10 Cents .. regishry fee



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1907-1913 1910...

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS-ORIGIN MAIL TO EUROPE HAD A SURCHARGE OF TWO
CENTAVOS FOR POSTAL CARDS ENDORSED ‘Via Siberia’ VERSUS MAILTO
AMERICA AT FOUR CENTAVOS, WHILE LETTER MAIL HAD THE

Philippine Islands-Origin Mail

UPU INTERNATIONAL RATE.

INSUFFICIENTLY
FRANKED POSTCARD
MAILTO GERMANY

21 SEPTEMBER 1910

Viewcard
postmarked at
Manila, Philippines,
with route
endorsement
“via Siberia”.

Cachet Handstamp:
“Insufficiently paid for
Trans-Siberian Route”

4 Centavos..

2 Centavos under-
franked for routing
“Via Siberia” for rate
of 6 Centavos.

Carte postale — Postkarte — Post Card

Sartolina postale — Dopisnice — Levelezd-Lap — Karta korespondencyjna

? Corr&pondenzkartc — Tarjeta postal — Brefkort — Brevkort — Orxp
g

x g ra 5/:/4{(/094
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=

&

i
q_c‘.hl“' -
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Supply Co. Manila P. L
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~pralere 2 [rrron o %
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: ”""_"‘.1

SHIP’S CAPTAIN MAIL TO GERMANY

12 APRIL 1912

P, Sadiren .

g g

24 “S.S. Vanddlia”
Cover,

postmarked at
Manila, Philippines,
with endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Altona,
Germany.

‘8.5. Vandalia’ was
sunk by torpedo
in 1918.

Route:
Manila.. by sea..-
Viadivostok.. by
train..-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Altona.

20 Centavos...
Double-weight
UPU Interndational
Lefter-Rate.

@ /Q/\/L/(/—g ,ﬁ/ea /’l’i»t"\/ 1./\/5



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Chinese Post Office Mail
1907-1913 1910-1911

CHINATO SWEDEN MAIL
(Chinese & French Post Offices)

16 JULY 1910

Uprated postal stationery card,
postmarked at
Kiaochow, Ching, sent fo
Stockholm, Sweden, through
French Post Office, with route
endorsement “Via Siberia™.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tientsin, 21 July 1910
“Stockholm, 5 August 1910”

20-day transit time
(Kiaochow-Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-St.
Petersburg-by sea..Sweden)

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE _:: m .
POSTCARD ( .
CHINATO ITALY MAIL

g A
29 NOVEMBER 1910

‘Christmas Greetings’ mail,
postmarked at
Amoy, China, sent to Naples, Italy,
with route endorsement
“Italy Via Siberia™.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Shanghai,
5 December 1910”
“Naples,
28 December1910”

29-day transit time
(Amoy/Shanghai.. by sea..-Dalny.. by
train..-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Munich-Naples)

CHINATO ENGLAND MAIL

27 DECEMBER 1910

‘New Year's Greetings' mail,
postmarked Tientsin, China, with
route endorsement “Via Siberia”
to Boston, Lincolnshire, England.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Boston, 12 January 1911”

16-day transit time
(Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-England)

4 Cents..
UPU International
Posicard-Rate.



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES North African & European Mail
1907-1913 to China ... 1910-1911

CHINA-BOUND MAIL FROM NORTH AFRICA & EUROPE WERE ROUTED
‘VIA SIBERIA’ AS THE SHORTEST & FASTEST ROUTE TO THE FAR EAST.

MAIL FROM EGYPT

TO SHANGHAI
(Egyptian Post Office)

1JULY 1910

View card, §
postmarked at i
I

|}

Cairo, Egypt, sent to
Shanghai, China, with
route endorsement ;
“via Siberia™. ¢

A e §
Arrival Postmark: :
(British Post Office) |

“Shanghai BPO,
29 July 1910”

R ATAV AT ATAWEITATAY

|

TR AW MM A0 A TR T AN AT R 2

28-day Transit Time

Probable route: ¥ :
Port-Tajeio (Egypt)- by ‘ b
sea to Brindisi-by rail ‘ -'
to Berlin-Moscow-

Irkutsk-Harbin-

Mukden-Dalny-
by sea to Shanghai

AN S 1S

1
b
b
(24

(] TAMAYAYAVAY A AYAY, AWAYAYRYAYAYAYAYAYAYATAYATAVAYATAYAYAVAYAYAY AYAYAYAYAVAYAYAVA

4 Milliemes..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate

RE-DIRECTED MAIL

GERMANY-CHINA
(German Post Office)

25 DECEMBER 1911

Re-directed mourning cover,
postmarked at Stuttgart,
Germany, for
“Mrs. Max Mdller,
German Consul’s wife”,
at Shanghai, then
re-directed to Hankau, Chinq,
with cachet route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hankau, 15 January 1912”

21-day Transit Time
Probable route:
Stuttgart-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-
Harbin-Mukden-Dalny-by sea to
Shanghai-Hankau

10 Pfennig..
Concession-rate for
single-weight
(20 grams) letter-mail from
Gemany fo a German Post
Office in China




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Eastern United States-Bound Mail
1907-1913 1910

BECAUSE OF TRANSIT TIME SAVINGS, MAILTO THE EASTERN UNITED STATES COULD ALSO
BE ROUTED “VIA SIBERIA"
traveling between 20-25 days total from China until arrival in the United States,
including 7-days by sea from Hamburg to the U.S.A., rather than via Yokohama-
Seattle (or San Francisco) by sea and overland by train to destination.

GERMAN P.O IN CHINA
MAILTO PENNSYLVANIA

20 JANUARY 1910

“Peking Club” cover,
postmarked at Peking,
China, sent to Bryn
Mawr, Pennsylvania,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Route:
Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-Philadelphia-
Bryn Mawr

10 Cents..
UPU Interndational
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Letter-Rate.

GERMAN P.O. IN
TERRITORY OF
KIAUTSCHOU MAILTO
NEW YORK

19 JANUARY 1910

Commercial cover,
postmarked Tsingtao,
Kiautschou, China, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to New York City.

Route:
Tsingtao .. by
sea..Dalny.. by train..-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-

NEW YORK. i
U S A | 10 Cents..

UPU International
Single-Weight
{20 grams)
Letter-Rate

159 Mercer Street,



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Eastern United States-Bound Mail
1907-1913 1912-1913

T 5 1
. s ¥ B ae -
LS, - g 2 AR T Bt
T o o 5 ’ S ¥, 4

22, MUSEUM ROAD,

7 Smavenar.

CHINESE P.O. MAILTO PENNSYLVANIA
(Chinese/Japanese Post Offices)

7 SEPTEMBER 1912
Cover, postmarked at Peking, China, sent to Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia™.
Transit Postmark: Arrival Postmark: 22-day transit time:
(Reverse) (Reverse) Peking-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow
“Mouken, “Byrn Mawr, Berlin-Hamburg-Philadelphia-Bryn Mawr
9 September, 1912” 29 September 1912”
10 Cents..

UPU intermnational Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate.

BRITISH P.O. MAILTO

PENNSYLVANIA
(Hong Kong Postage)

10 FEBRUARY 1913

“Shanghai Club” Cover,
postmarked Shanghai,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-Tientsin-
Muken-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-
New York

20 Cenis...
UPU intemationat Single-
Weight {20 grams)
letter-Rate



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Midwestern United States-Bound Mail
1907-1913 1911-1912

MAIL TO THE MIDWESTERN UNITED STATES WAS ALSO ROUTED “VIA SIBERIA™
rather than via Yokohama-Seattle or San Francisco by sea
with train overland to destination.

USA-BOUND MAIL 78 3 ,
T0 a W

OHIO
(German Post Office)

3JuLy 1911

Single-weight cover,
postmarked at Peking, 4
China, sent to
Gettysburg, Ohio, (
with route endorsement [

“Via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Gettysburg Received,
27 July 1911”

24-day transit time
Route:
Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-

Hamburg-Philadelphia- = s —~ i .
Ohio 2 : Z ( ‘ !4 C:! : 2 2 ,
3

= v} USA-BOUND MAIL

Tt;;?:‘ -_— — —————— = ——————— e . To

MINNESOTA
(Chinese & French
Post Offices)

20 MARCH 1912

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE
Tientsin, ¢hina.

Official wax-sealed
American Consular

cover, postmarked
- at Tientsin, China,

% ‘ with route
Burt “‘@m, an e e als endorsement
V 8 10erid “Via Siberia”
321 lirth Neﬂon st., b i o2 aa sent to
e Minneapolis,
mﬂﬂ olig, Minnesota.
er 1 Transit Postmark:
Vl& 'VJ'*}" d ‘ ’ a’ (Reverse)
Vi innesota, “Tien-Tsin-Chine,
- 21 March 1912”
Route:
United States of America. Bai e A
Harbin- Irkutsk-

— Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-New York

10 Cents..
UPU Interndational Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate.



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Outbreak of Plaque in Manchuria
1907-1913

1911

BETWEEN JANUARY-MARCH OF 1911, OPERATION OF THE MANCHURIAN RAILWAY,
(sovuth of Harbin)
& THE CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY TO DALNY,
WAS HALTED BECAUSE OF AN OUTBREAK OF PLAGUE IN MANCHURIA.

24 JANUARY
1911

(German Post
Office
Kiautschou)

Printed-
matter,
postmarked
at Tsingtau,
Kiautschou,
routed
‘via
Yokohama &
America”,
sent to Port of
Spain,
Trinidad.

2 Cents..
UPU
International
Printed-Matter
Rate
(50 grams)

3 17 FEBRUARY 1911
(Germman Post Office in
China)

E, Ltd.
ANDREWS, VON FISCHERZ & GEORG Via Siberia.
1, FoocHow Roao Commercial-mail,
SHANGHAL. postmarked at
Shanghai, China,

B route-endorsed
o s ‘via Siberia”,
Titl. 20: ‘:f: :1;: oo : urea umdor 11 with diversion route
Raffinert st probab!
Joeef Inwalad Act. Ges., mgha’:::hui-w

Yokohama-San
Francisco-New
York-Hamburg-
Vienna,
sent to Vienna,
Austria

10 Cents..
UPU International
Letter-Rate
(20 grams).




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Revolution in China
1907-1913 Establishment of a Republic
1911

LATE 1911 & EARLY 1912, INNER-CHINA RAIL INTERRUPTIONS TOOK PLACE
AS A RESULT OF REVOLUTION IN CHINA,
commencing on 10 October with establishment of the Chinese Republic in December 1911.

EUROPE-BOUND MAIL WAS TEMPORARILY ROUTED FROM SHANGHAI BY SEATO JAPAN, THEN
VLADIVOSTOK, RUSSIA, FROM WHERE MAIL MOVED OVER THE
NORTHERN TRANS -SIBERIAN RAILWAY ROUTE WESTWARD.

During this revolutionary period, the Provisional Government abolished ‘pigtails’, adopted the
Western Calendar, and Sun Yat-Sen, became leader of the of the Kuomintang (Nationadlist) Party,
and, later, in 1921, was elected China'’s president.

10 DECEMBER 1911 ANDREWS, VON FISCHERZ & GEORGE, Ltd. Via sab.rn.

(German Post Office) 1, FoocHow Roap

Commercial mail, 5
postmarked at Shanghai,

route-endorsed N\NG
“via Japan- Titl. ZENTRAL - BUREAU der %51‘-\'%&
Viadivosfok”, - Glasfebriken und Raffinerien'O.;2 b
sent to Vienna, Austria. Joeef Inwalad Acty
Route:

Shanghai.. by sea..-
Japan-Vliadivostok,
Russia, by train..-Irkutsk- Vienna.,

Moscow-Berlin-Vienna. ;

10 Cents....
Single-weight (20 grams)
UPU Intemational
Letter-Rate

27 DECEMBER
1911

(German Post Office)

Via SIBIRIEN

Commercial mail
postmarked at
Shanghai, route
endorsed
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Bremen,
Germany.

Route:
Shanghai.. by sea..-
Japan-Viadivostok,

Russia, by train..-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Bremen

4 Cents....
@ Single-weight
M concession-rate for
letter-mail froma

2 German Post Office
: in China fo Germany.



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1907-1913

Russian P.O. Viadivostok &
Trans-Siberian T.P.O. Mail

‘WESTBOUND’ MAIL FROM VLADIVOSTOK
ROUTED WITH THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY,
mailed on-board or at the post office,
WAS CACHET ROUTE-ENDORSED
“BY SIBERIAN EXPRESS”
in German & Russian by the
Russian Post Office.

VLADIVOSTOK-
ORIGIN MAILTO - -
ENGLAND (_.f.\s.”‘-"vfm +/ ::'-:.726“"' ,@""’v"‘fﬁ T =
25 AUGUST 1911 [la Loves NoJTOBAR KAPTOYK §
J"/&f ™ 198 p r)) A\ ‘
English sailor's mail N e - 7 - ‘_,_y';‘ e c,,\ > P
written on-board the i i P g%) :
sS Den of Ogil" panoage ki frave £ N Q45
i : e A oW\ G
mailed at y

Vladivostok, Russia,
for Redcar,
Yorkshire, England.

g : oW CN ‘
Khra iy I S0yt SN Wl g
Notla ng Aen Q. "%{sﬁ 'Y e ey /‘

@ everyhnts Kyl o~
e R o
o M tenieen

'

AN

€

Leipzig/re-directed to

¢ £ Ao SE1€ ;
Route: j '(/Q L,ﬂ L AN, oA "J,-;
Viadivostok-Harbin- R N A Y o,y ¢
Irkutsk-Moscow- Neerlesh, é"d‘_ggﬁr«/ff‘ ;
Berlin-Hamburg- HNor ¥k uﬂ‘g)\g&i// Heré " g
B on so well /r(/ col. o 9 /
4 Kopeck.. foindest tegaz?? : o
UPU International & '/{mu’%i’f:“"‘
Postcard-Rate
, — mem
| 2,24l v Horv TRANS-SIBERIAN
| ¥ ¢ BCEMIPHbBIY ITOUYTOBBIM ¢ EXPRESS T.P.O. MAIL
{ [/ . SN
‘1 LL/I::,? U
| Al W [ Art-Card,
TN : postmarked aboard
v o ‘Train 3’, sent to

u AnsGepcsb.

Blumenav, Germany.

Route:
Viadivostok T.P.O.-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Leipzig-Blumenav

4 Kopeck....
UPU International
Postcard-Rate




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES North African & European Mail
1907-1913 to China ... 1910-1911

CHINA-BOUND MAIL FROM NORTH AFRICA & EUROPE WERE ROUTED
‘VIA SIBERIA’ AS THE SHORTEST & FASTEST ROUTE TO THE FAR EAST.

MAIL FROM EGYPT

TO SHANGHAI
(Egyptian Post Office)

1JULY 1910

View card, §
postmarked at i
I

|}

Cairo, Egypt, sent to
Shanghai, China, with
route endorsement ;
“via Siberia™. ¢

A e §
Arrival Postmark: :
(British Post Office) |

“Shanghai BPO,
29 July 1910”

R ATAV AT ATAWEITATAY

|

TR AW MM A0 A TR T AN AT R 2

28-day Transit Time

Probable route: ¥ :
Port-Tajeio (Egypt)- by ‘ b
sea to Brindisi-by rail ‘ -'
to Berlin-Moscow-

Irkutsk-Harbin-

Mukden-Dalny-
by sea to Shanghai

AN S 1S

1
b
b
(24

(] TAMAYAYAVAY A AYAY, AWAYAYRYAYAYAYAYAYAYATAYATAVAYATAYAYAVAYAYAY AYAYAYAYAVAYAYAVA

4 Milliemes..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate

RE-DIRECTED MAIL

GERMANY-CHINA
(German Post Office)

25 DECEMBER 1911

Re-directed mourning cover,
postmarked at Stuttgart,
Germany, for
“Mrs. Max Mdller,
German Consul’s wife”,
at Shanghai, then
re-directed to Hankau, Chinq,
with cachet route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hankau, 15 January 1912”

21-day Transit Time
Probable route:
Stuttgart-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-
Harbin-Mukden-Dalny-by sea to
Shanghai-Hankau

10 Pfennig..
Concession-rate for
single-weight
(20 grams) letter-mail from
Gemany fo a German Post
Office in China




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

Commercial Mail fo Germany

1912-1913

1907-1913

THE REDUCED ‘CONCESSION RATE FOR MAIL SENT FROM A GERMAN POST

OFFICE IN CHINATO GERMANY’ AS WELL AS A MUCH SHORTER TRANSIT TIME

(Approx. 15 Days) TO EUROPE. EXPANSION OF MAIL FROM/TO CHINA FROM
GERMANY INCREASED.

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN
MAIL
{Gemman Post Office)

16 SEPTEMBER
1912

Cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, China,

sent to Berlin,
Germany,
with route

endorsement

“Via Siberia”.

Route:
Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin

& #&
BIELFELD & SUN

TIENTSIN — PEKING. V‘a s ' B E R ‘A

4 A %

PEKING-ORIGIN
MAIL
(Germman Post Office)

8 FEBRUARY 1913

Cover,
postmarked at
Peking, China,

with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
Munich,
Germany.

Route:
Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
- Berlin-Munich
4 Cents..

Single-weight (20 grams) concession letter-rate for mail sent to Germany.



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1907-1913

1912 - Returned/Undeliverable Mail
Germany-Manchuria-China-Germany

GERMAN-ORIGIN RE-DIRECTED/RETURNED/INSPECTED/RESEALED UNDELIVERABLE MAIL

19 DECEMBER 1912

Cover, postmarked at
Zehlendorf, Germany, sent to
“Carl Klatt - Custom House"” at Harbin, Manchuria,
with route endorsement “Via Siberia”.

Upon arrival at Harbin and finding no “Carl Klatt”,
the cover was forwarded to Tientsin, China, and,
again not finding the recipient, subsequently
returned to Zehlendorf where opened & inspected
for the sender’s address, resealed with a
hand-stamp applied indicating the sender could
not be determined.

Transit/Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Harbin, Russian Post Office, 30 December 1912”
(Gregorian Calendar)

“Tientsin, Chinese Post Office, 27 March 1913”
“Zehlendorf, (manuscript) 11 April (1913)”

: Route:
Zehlendorf-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-
Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Zehlendorf

Single-weight (20 grams) international letter-rate

Reverse



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES French Post Office in China

1907-1913 Registered Mail to Italy
1913

REGISTERED MAIL FROM PEKING TO ROME
(French Post Office)

9 APRIL1913

Registered cover, postmarked at the French Post Office at Peking,
sent fo Rome, Italy, with route endorsement
“via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Roma,
27 April 1913”7
18-day transit time

Route:
Peking-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Leipzig-Munich-Rome

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. Single-Weight (20 grams)
UPU interndational Leiter-Rate +
10 Cents.. Registration fee



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1907-1913




Oversize Registered Letter
German P.O. in China Mail to Germany

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN OVERSIZED
(320 x 250mm)
REGISTERED LETTER MAIL
SENT TO GERMANY
(German Post Office)

3 OCTOBER 1913

Registered cover,
postmarked at the German
Post Office at Tientsin, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Schwerin, Germany.
12-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“15 October 1913,
Schwerin (Meckib.)”

Route:
Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Schwerin

18 Cents...
8 Cents..
Double-weight

(260 grams) concession

letter-rate for mail sent to
Germany through a German

Post Office in China +

10 Centis.. registration fee

(Vaiidity: 1 July 1913 -
8 September 1915)




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Commercial Mail .. China - USA
1907-1913 1912-1913

THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE ENABLED AN EXPANSION OF COMMERCIAL MAIL
USAGE TO NORTH AMERICA FROM CHINA BECAUSE OF LESS TRANSIT TIME
(Approx. 21-25 Days) WITH THE IMPROVED RAIL CONDITIONS
AND EXPRESS TRAINS VERSUS THE SEA ROUTES.

PEKING-ORIGIN

BANK-MAILTO
WASHINGTON

D.C.
(German Post Office)

29 MARCH 1912

Bank mail,
postmarked at Peking,
Ching, sent to
Washington D.C., with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia".

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
Washington D.C.,
April 20, 1912"

22-day Transit Time:
Peking-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Hamburg-

Philadelphia
10 Cents..
UPU Single-Weight
International
Lefter-Rate. TIENTSIN-
ORIGIN
REGISTERED-
MAILTO
CHICAGO
(Geman Post
Office)
28 OCTOBER
1913

Commercial mail,
postmarked at
Tientsin, China, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to
“Montgomery
Ward & Co."”,
Chicago.

Arrival Postmark:
{Reverse)
“Chicago, iHliinois,
November 22,
1913”

25-Day Transit
Time:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin- Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
20 Cents... Hamburg-U.S.A.
10 Cents: Single-Weight (20 grams) UPU International Letter-Rate +
10 Cents: Regisiration fee




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Central China Mail to Europe

1907-1913 Prior to Opening of the ‘Pukow-Tientsin' Railway
1912

PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE ‘PUKOW-TIENTSIN RAILWAY' ON 1 JANUARY 1913,
MAIL FROM HANKAU (Hankow) & SHANGHAI IN CENTRAL CHINA HAD TO BE ROUTED
BY COASTAL VESSEL FROM SHANGHAITO DALNY ON THE LIAOTUNG PENINSULA
connecting with the Chinese Eastern & South Manchurian Railways,
part of the trans-Siberian rail network.

COMMERCIAL MAIL SENT TO GERMANY

PRIOR TO OPENING OF THE ‘PUKOW-TIENTSIN RAILWAY’
(Germman Post Office)

11 FEBRUARY 1912

Commercial cover written by “Carlowitz & Company”,
postmarked at Hankau, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Shanghai-Dalny-Siberia”,
sent o Graudenz, Germany.

Route:
Hankau-Shanghai- (by sea) —Dalny- (by rail) -Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Graudenz.

8 Cents....
Double-weight (20-250 grams) concession rate for
German Offices in China mail sent to Germany



EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES Mail from/to Central China-Europe

1907-1913 ‘Pukow-Tientsin’ Railway
1913

THE ‘PUKOW-TIENTSIN RAIL LINE',
built by a German-British Consorfium between 1909-1912,
CONNECTED WITH THE CHINESE NORTHERN AND EASTERN RAILWAYS,
THE LATTER BEING PART OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK.
With completion of the 1271m (4131 ft.) bridge across the Hoangho (Yellow) River,
effective 1 January 1913, German Post Office mail bags from Shanghai and
Hankau could move by express train to/from Europe over the

MAIL FROM
GERMANY TO
HANKAU, CHINA

(German/Russian Post

Offices) Trans-Siberian Rail Network in as little as 15 days!
2 JUNE1913
Patriotic view-card, -
postmarked g\ ', g
satteldorf, ‘%I% \Wilhelm I1. von Wiirttemberg
Germuny, sent toa & Nach (ir!:;x irr;ﬁ]‘r:::ﬁ,‘«Lljclclg von

German Consulate ¥
employee at kQ/ 5 /,\/w %«,Q%/ &
Hankau, with route Y7 / I
endorsement K P /” " /"AA/
“via Siberia". | / 7// o 7{/“
Arrival Postmark: %/ i Ormian]
“Hankau, Russian £ fa
Post Office China, gyj/( JL/% e
8 June 1913 4 4
(Julian Calendar) ZI/’ -~ m M%_‘J
=20 June” d e S ,ﬁ”ﬂ\ A e
18-day Transit Time: ‘_ f’

Satteldorf-Stuttgart-
Berlin-Moscow-

Irkutsk-Harbin- 2
Mukden-Tienstin- s ¢
Hankau § )
5 Pfennig.. Mﬂ"&% /é il
Concession 5

postcard-rate for
mail o a German
Post Office in China.

HANKAU-ORIGIN MAIL

TO SWITZERLAND
(German Post Office)

Union Postale Universelle.

ARTE POSTALE
4 DECEMBER 1913

View-card,
postmarked at Hankau,
Chinaq, sent to Geneva,
Switzerland, with route

endorsement
“Via Siberia™.

Route:
Hankau-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Suttgart-
Basle (Basel)-Geneva

4 Cents....
UPU Interndationail
Postcard-Rate




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1913 ..

1907-1913 German Embassy Medical Doctor
‘Via Siberia’ Correspondence

‘ENROUTE TO TAKE-UP Japan-Germany
POSITION’ AT TOKYO
MAIL

12 SEPTEMBER 1913
(German Ship P.O. Mail)

Cover, sent by German
Embassy “Dr. Ohse".
postmarked
on-board a
“Norddeutscher
Lloyd" vessel of their
“Far-East Main Line",
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Berlin, Germany,

Tronsif & Amival Marks:
“Kobe, Japan,
12. September 1913”
“(Berlin)
26/27 September1913”
15-day transit time.

Route:
Kobe-Tsuruga- (by sea)
..Viadivostok (by rail) -
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin

20 Pfennig..
Single-Weight

EMBASSY DOCTOR
MAIL AFTER ARRIVAL

IN TOKYO
(Japan Post Office)

23 DECEMBER 1913

Cover, sentby German
Embassy “Dr. Ohse” at
Tokyo, Japan, to Berlin,
Germany,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Route:
Tokyo-Tsuruga (by sea) -
Vladivostok (by rail) -
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin

10 Sen....
Single-Weight
(20 grams) UPU

infermational
Lefter-Rate.




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1907-1913

e Tl S X N 3
Tt B
e O

Vi

Registered Mail

Japan to Germany
1913

2 DECEMBER
1913

Registered cover,

endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
to Berlin

Arrival Postmark:
“Berlin C2,
17 December
1913”

15-day transit
time.

Route..
Tokyo-Tsuruga..
(by sea) to
Vladivostok
(by rail) to Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin

50 Sen...

30 Sen..
Triple-weight
UPU International
Letter-Rate
+ 20 Sen..
Registration-fee




EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES German Post Office Control Mail
1907-1913 1912-1913

THE GERMAN REICHSPOST AT BERLIN MONITORED & CONTROLLED THE MAIL
BAGS PREPARED AND SHIPPED ‘VIA SIBERIA’ TO THEIR POST OFFICES IN CHINA
IN FORM OF CONFIRMATION-OF-RECEIPT CARDS..
to be completed by the recipient post office and retumed to Berlin.
Information requested: date of receipt, bag number and transit time.

GERMAN POST

OFFICE AT HANKAU
27 MARCH 1912 f
ofttarte
Manuscript p f
completed card

indicating: )

“Bag 28 shipped on
4 March received
on 21 March.. 17
days fransit fime”

Route:
Berlin-Moscow-
Irkutsk-Harbin- f %
Mukden-Peking-
Tientsin-Hankav

Free-frank post C 154
office official mail

GERMAN POST

OFFICE AT PEKING
16 MAY 1913

Pofittarte

Pre-printed hand-
‘ completed card

An o i
indicating:

e 5 E ' “Bag 52 shipped on
das Kaiserliche Bahnpostamt Nr. 18 I May received on 16
- = May .. 15 days transit

fime”

Route:
Berlin-Moscow-

Bosizndio Berlin O. 17. i Mukden-peking

Free-frank post office
official mail




V. WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS

1914 .. Pre-War Mail

1914-1918

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN

UNTIL JULY 1914, MAIL ENDORSED ‘Via Siberia’ TRAVELLED THE HERETOFORE
SOUTHERN ‘TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK' ROUTE,

since the northern ‘All-Russian Teritory’ Route, i.e. Viadivostok-Amur River
Line Route, would first be completedin 1916.

MAILTO

SWITZERLAND
(German Post Office)

10 FEBRUARY
1914

Commercial
cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, China,
sent to Z{rich,
Switzerland, with
route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”.

Arrival Postmark:
“IGrich,
23 February 1914"

13-Day Transit
Time:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Basel-Zlrich

10 Cents..

UPU Single-Weight
(20 grams)
International
Letter-Rate

P i

i' i '.e_

e Carte postale — Postkarte — Post Card

Cartoling postale — Dopisince — Levelezo-Lap — Karta korespondencyjna — Briefka
icun%on enzl-br -- Tarjela postal — Iﬂdrtgtka:t - Brevkr]:n - ng;.mw HCh

Via Sibirien

Garnifonverw, Dln!to

Tjinatau,
mum )

g\

—_

ey
e
§

r s
 pecopnit
A/ ‘Zfz

T TSINGTAU, KIAUTSCHOU-
. y ORIGIN MAILTO

GERMANY
(German Post Office)

30 MARCH 1914

Viewcard, sent by “Garmrison
Base Manager Brandt”,

€73 postmarked at Tsingtau,
S Kiautschou, with route
v endorsement
o “Via Siberia”
@ to Stassfurt, Germany.
o)

l Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu-Peking-
Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Stassfurt

e
?§

2 Cents...
Concession
postcard-rate for mail sent

= to Germany.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS
1914-1918

1914 .. Pre-War Mail

Unclaimed Parcel Post with
Post-War Return to Germany

COMMERCIAL GERMAN - KIAUTSCHOU C.O.D. PARCEL POST
RETURNED ‘VIA AMERICA’'TO GERMANY IN 1920

24 APRIL1914

5-Kilo C.O.D. Parcel Post, postmarked
at Kénigsberg, Germany, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Tsingtau, Kiautschou, China, endorsed “Double Fee
on 8 April 1915", subsequently (1920) marked “Refurn”,
with Postage-Paid Return-Postmark
at Konigsberg on 28 July 1920.

Transit & Other Postmarks:
“{Russian Post Office Railway Transfer Point),
13 April 1914 (Julian Calendar) =
26 April 1914”

“Isingtau, Kiautschou,
28 May 1914”

“Konigsberg (Porto)
28 July 1920”

Eastbound Route:
Kénigsberg-Eydkuhnen-Moscow-Irkutsk-Manchouli-Harbin-
Viadiwostok (by sea to)-Shanghai-Tsingtau

RM 5.40...
RM 4.80 5-Kilo Parcel Post +
0.60 C.O.D.Fee
+

RM 2.00 Return Fee.
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WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Kiautschou
1914-1918 In-Transit Censored Mail

A STATE OF WAR TOOK EFFECT ON 1 AUGUST 1914 BETWEEN RUSSIA & GERMANY
RESULTING IN CESSATION OF ALL MAIL MOVEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES,
including mail transit over the trans-Siberian rail network.

KIAUTSCHOU-ORIGIN MAIL POSTMARKED 15-21 JULY 1914, ABOARD MOSCOW-BOUND
‘TRAIN IX’ WAS INTERCEPTED ABOUT 1-2 AUGUST, CENSORED, AND RE-DIRECTED TO THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE AT SHANGHAI WITH SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER TO THE AMERICAN
POST OFFICE FOR FORWARDING TO GERMANY ‘VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA'.

AOIBONEHO, LEHAYPOY
Bocunstn yeuso ps “Permitted by the Censor of the

Military Censorship Office ...

-0 opyeuns,
%g Z A Signed: Ist Lieutenant Babajew

Z = P ;i—r» e

e Apiate — Postkarte < Post

Bt 2 DopisHics X Levelezo-Lap — Karta kores;
S, €la posfal

T

— Brefkort — Brev]

e

TSINGTAU, KIAUTSCHOU,-ORIGIN MAILTO
GERMANY

(German Post Office)

20 JULY 1914

View-card postmarked at Tsingtau, Kiautschou, with route endorsement
“gber Siberien” = “Via Siberia”,
sent to Brieg, Germany, intercepted on 1 August, held, censored and
re-directed to Shanghai by the Russian auvthorities.

Shanghai Arrival: Arrival in Germany:
“7 October 1914” Approx. 8 December 1914

Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu-Peking-Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow.....
Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Changchun-Tientsin-Peking-Pukow-Shanghai

2 Cents...
Postcard rate for mail sent to Germany.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Kiautschou
1914-1918 In-Transit Censored Mail

KIAUTSCHOU ORIGIN MAIL POSTMARKED 22- 23 JULY 1914,
ABOARD MOSCOW-BOUND ‘TRAIN XI' WAS INTERCEPTED ABOUT 2
AUGUST, RE-ROUTED TO VLADIVOSTOK, RUSSIA, CENSORED, AND
FORWARDED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICE AT SHANGHAI WITH
SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER TO THE AMERICAN POST OFFICE FOR
FORWARDING TO GERMANY VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

“Permitted by the Censor™

I,

S R

s VRN L AU i

KIAUTSCHOU-ORIGIN COMMERCIAL MAIL
TO GERMANY

23 JULY 1914

Postal stationery card, postmarked at Kiavtschou, China, endorsed
“Via Siberia”,
on route Intercepted, censored at Viadivostok, Russia,
forwarded to Shanghai, & transferred to the American Post Office for routing to
Berlin, Germany, via the United States of America.

Route:
Kiautschou-Tsinanfu-Peking-Tinetsin-Changchun-Harbin ... intercepted

2 Cents...
Concession postal-card rate for mail sent to Germany.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Kiautschou
1914-1918 In-Transit Un-Censored Mail

VERY LITTLE IN-TRANSIT MAIL ABOARD ‘TRAIN IX’,
(leaving Tsingtav, Kiautschou, on 21 July 1914,
last train to Germany before outbreak of war)

INTERCEPTED AT MOSCOW ON 31 JULY, WAS NOT CENSORED...
re-directed to the German Post Office at Shanghai in October 1914
(Kiautschou was occupied by Japanese Forces), routed to America through the
American Post Office using the Pacific Mail Steamship Company ..
Shanghai-San Francisco- (overland) New York,
Hamburg-America Line to Germany.

TSINGTAU KIAUTSCHOU-ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY
(Geman Post Office)

21JuLY 1914

Cover, postmarked at Tsingtau, Kiautschou,
route endorsement “Via Siberia”, sent to
Wiesbaden, Germany, with mail-sack intercepted on 1 August, held, un-censored,
re-directed to Shanghai by the Russian authorities.

Armival in Germany:

(Reverse)
Manuscript notation: “Received at the beginning of December”
(est. 8 December 1914)

Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu-Peking-Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkuisk-Moscow.....then:
Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Changchun-Tientsin-Peking-Pukow-Shanghai

4 Cents...
Concession-rate,

single-weight (20 grams) letter-mail sent to Germany.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Kiautschou
1914-1918 Soldier’s Mail

SOLDIER’S MAIL FROM KIAUTSCHOU WAS ONLY POSSIBLE
DURING AUGUST-SPETEMBER 1914,
PRIOR TO THE OCCUPATION BY JAPANESE FORCES,
SENT TO SHANGHAI FOR FORWARDING TO GERMANY
THROUGH THE UNITED STATES POST OFFICE.

Cerl. Jaschke-Lanteime

KIAUTSCHOU-ORIGIN FIELDPOST MAIL TO GERMANY
31 AUGUST 1914

Free-frank fieldpost stationery card,
postmarked at Tsingtau, Kiautschou, Chinaq,
forwarded to Shanghai to the American Post Office
for routing to Berlin, Germany,
via the United States of America.

Route:
Kiautschou-Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-Hamburg-Halle



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Eastbound Mail
1914-1918 Austro-Hungary to Japan

In-Transit & Censored

In-transit mail sent from ‘Zagreb’ (Croatia/Austro-Hungary) in July
with arrival at ‘Vladivostok’ after the outbreak of war between
Avustria-Hungary & Russia on 6 August 1914
with Russian censorship and release for transit to Japan.

LATE PRE-WAR EUROPE-ORIGIN MAILTO JAPAN
(Hungarian Post Office)

(?) July 1914

Cover postmarked at Zagreb, Croatia, Austro-Hungary, with route endorsement
“via Siberia”,
sent to Kobe, Japan, with interception on/about 6 August, held,
censored (purple censor marking)
and released for transit to Japan by the Russian authorities

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Kobe, 28 August...”

Route:
Zagreb-Vienna-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Viadivostok.. (by seq) .. Tsuruga-Kobe

25 Filler...
UPU Single-weight (20 grams) International Letter-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Shanghai to Germany
1914-1918 by German-Flag Vessel

With movement of mail over the trans-Siberian rail network
no longer possible,

THE GERMAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION IN CHINA AT SHANGHAI ATTEMPTED
TO MOVE ITS GERMANY-BOUND MAIL BY GERMAN-FLAG VESSELS
before sea routes were blocked by the British along with any high-sea
inspections of any and all vessels.

sdl, , AR ST,

P

: R ‘Schanghai | K &
| , (Deutsche Post) | .
! | il e I '

e e an i asabcasa s

Cert. Steuer

1914 REGISTERED CHINA-ORIGIN GERMANY-BOUND MAIL
(German Post Office)

27 AUGUST 1914

Registered cover, postmarked at Shanghai, China, probably routed aboard
a German-flag vessel around the Cape of Africa
(Suez Canal closed to German-flag vessels). 57-day transit time.

Arrival in Germany:
(Reverse)

“Bad Mdnster, 23 October 1914”

14 Cents...
4 Cents.. Single-weight (20 grams) Concession letter-rate for German Post Office
in China mail sent to Germany + 10 Cents... regisiration fee.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1914 .. Westbound Mail
1914-1918 China to Scandinavia

MAIL FROM CHINATO SCANDINAVIA WAS POSSIBLE DURING WORLD WAR |,
SINCE THE DESTINATION COUNTRIES WERE NON-BELIGERENT, POLITICALLY NEUTRAL
WITH THE BRANCH RAIL LINE TO ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, BY SEA BEYOND.

MAILTO SWEDEN
(Chinese Post Office)

14 NOVEMBER 1914

View-card,
Russian-uncensored,
postmarked at
Ongcheng, China,
with route endorsement
“via Siberia”
sent to Stockholm, Sweden.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tsinan,
18 November, 1914”
“Manchouli,
26 November 1914”
“ Stockholm,
12 December 1914”

Route:
Ongcheng-Tsinan-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-Manchouli-
Irkutsk-Omsk-Jakatarinburg- e

Wjatka-St. Petersburg- = o -
(coastal steamer to) Sweden.

MAIL TO DENMARK

(Chinese Post Office)
7 DECEMBER 1914

§\M§ CARTE POSTALE

View-card,
Russian censored,
postmarked at
Feng-hwang-cheng,
China,
with route endorsement
“via Siberia” &

(in red)
“Denmark”,
to the Island of Fyn,
Denmark.

Probable Route:
Feng-hwang-cheng-
Mukden-Harbin-
Manchouli-Irkutsk-Omsk-
Jakatarinburg-Wjatka-St.
Petersburg-
(coastal steamer to)
Denmark.

4 Cents..
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS

1915 .. Germany-China Mail
1914-1918

via Sweden-Siberia

THE GERMAN POST OFFICE (REICHSPOST) ATTEMPTED TO FIND AND USE
VARIOUS ROUTES TO MOVE ITS MAILTO & FROM CHINA, ONE OF
WHICH WAS TO UTILIZE HAVING MAIL INSERTED INTO MAIL BAGS

OF A NEUTRAL COUNTRY, SWEDEN.
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GERMAN-ORIGIN DIPLOMAT-WIFE’S MAILTO CHINA VIA SWEDEN-SIBERIA
22 MARCH 1915

Patriotic view-card, postmarked at Esslingen, Wiirtemberg, Germany,
with route endorsement
“Via Sweden-Siberia™
sent to the German Consulate at Hankau, China.

Sender is “Marga Mdller”, wife of a German diplomat,
who together with her husband spent years in China, asking..
“the status of her garden and furniture”!

Route:
Esslingen-Stuttgart-Berlin- by sea.. to Sweden & $t. Petersberg.. by rail.. -Omsk-Irkutsk-
Harbin-Changchun-Tientsin-Pukow-Hankow

10 Pfennig...
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1915 .. Japan-Switzerland
1914-1918 Commercial Mail

MAIL FROM JAPAN OR KOREA TO NEUTRAL SWITZERLAND WAS
POSSIBLE ‘VIA SIBERIA’ BY WAY OF
ST. PETERSBURG (RUSSIA) WITH SUBSEQUENT SHIP TRANSITTO
SWEDEN-DENMARK FOR FORWARDING BY RAIL TO SWITZERLAND.

VIA SIBERIA

CENSORED COMMERCIAL MAIL TO SWITZERLAND

(Japanese Post Office)

28 JUNE 1915

Commercial-letter, postmarked Nagasaki, Japan,
with route endorsement “Via Siberia”,
Russian-censored (reverse & front markings) at Petrograd (st. Petersburg),
sent to Bern, Switzerland.
34-day transit time.

Arrival Marking:
(Reverse)

“Bern, 1 August 1915”

Probable War Route:
Nagasaki -Tsuruga (Japan)-Vladivostok (Russia)...
by rail to Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-St. Petersburg...
by sea Sweden -Denmark & rail to Berlin-Basel-Zurich-Bern

10 Sen... Japanese Postage
UPU Intermnational Single-Weight (20 grams) Letfter-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1915 .. Korea-France
1914-1918 Missionary Mail

RUSSIAN INFLUENCE IN KOREA ENDED WITH THE 1905 TREATY OF
PORTSMOUTH ENDING THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR AND RECOGNIZING
KOREA AS A JAPANESE AREA OF INFLUENCE UNTIL EVENTUAL
FORMAL ANNEXATION BY JAPAN IN 1910.

MISSION CATHOLIQUE
Taikou—Corée

¥ i—;{?ﬁ:#ﬂ Py 5‘ %W C&’g

P e

CATHOLIC-MISSION/KOREA-ORIGIN MAILTO FRANCE
(Japanese Post Office)

4 SEPTEMBER 1915

Missionary cover, postmarked Taikou, Koreaq,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Paris, France. 29-day transit time.

Transit Markings:
(Reverse)
“Yokohama, Japan, 5 September 1915”
“Paris, 3 October 1915”

Probable War Route:
Taikou-Fusan (Pusan, Korea)-Yokohama (Japan)-Viadivostok (Russia)-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-S$t. Petersburg-
(by sea) to Sweden & France- (by rail) to Paris

10 Sen... Japanese Postage
UPU International Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1915.. China-Germany Mail
1914-1918 ‘via United States of America’

Along with (August 1914) non-use of the Trans-Siberian Rail Network, by 1915a

British naval blockade also prevented mail from reaching Germany by direct

sea routes, including use of nevtral-flag vessels, which were often boarded by
the British Navy removing German-bound mail.

THE GERMAN POST OFFICE (Reichsposf) USED THE ONLY REMAINING ALTERNATIVE
BY SENDING MAIL ‘Via America’ THROUGH THE UNITED STATES POST OFFICE.

_———

TSINANFU-W.
(DEUTSCHE POST)

PROVINZ SCHANTUNG, CHINA,

———

- F. W. RusAnT Via U.S. of America. \‘? :

Wohlgeboren

Frau Rosa

Oesterreich. Ost-Boehmen.

CHINA-ORIGIN MAILTO GERMANY
VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

(German Post Office)
25 FEBRUARY 1915

Cover, postmarked at Tsinanfu, China,
with route endorsement
“Via U.S. of America”
to Grulich, East-Bohemia, Austria

Route:
Tsinanfu-Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-Germany/Austria

16 Cents...
Double-weight (20-40 grams) lelter concession-rate
for mail o Germany or Austria.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1915 .. Occupied Kiautschou
1914-1918 Civilian-Mail to Germany

BY NOVEMBER 1914, JAPANESE FORCES FULLY OCCUPIED GERMAN
KIAUTSCHOU WITH POWs MOVED TO CAMPS IN JAPAN.

CIVILIAN MAILTO GERMANY WAS TOLERATED WITH MAIL FORWARDED
TO SHANGHAI FOR FORWARDING TO AMERICA & EUROPE
CONTINUING UNTIL FEBRUARY 1917,
when American relations with Germany declined with the sinking of
the SS Lusitania by a German submarine on 3 February 1917.

GERMAN CIVILIAN WARTIME MAIL THROUGH THE JAPANESE POST OFFICE

4 NOVEMBER 1915

(Japanese Post Office)

Family Photo-card, postmarked & Japanese-censored at Tsingtau,
Kiautschou, sent through the Japanese Post Office in China,
‘Via America’, to Koblenz, Germany.

Probable War Route:
Kiautschou-Yokohama-San Francisco-New York-Hamburg-Koblenz

4 Japanese Sen..
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS
1914-1918

1916.. China-Netherlands
British-Censored Mail
‘via United States of America’

EUROPEAN-BOUND CENSORED COMMERCIAL MAIL THROUGH
THE AMERICAN POST OFFICE

- NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL - MAATSCHAPPI]

4 AGENTSCHAP SHANGHAI.
' (NETHERLAND/S TRADING SOCIETY, SHANGHAI AGENCY.)

/761.7/' N /R ék[/:‘q

Q/‘Cq, o SR 9

R —

/,, 2 / ’%Z/ /M/O« el il

Nederlandsche Handel-Maatschappij

805

18 NOVEMBER (1916)

(American Post Office)

British-censored commercial mail,
postmarked at Shanghai, China, with route
endorsement
“via America” & “From New York per
Holland-America Line”
sent to (nevtral) Amsterdam, Netherlands.
54-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Amsterdam, 11 Januvary 1917”

Route:
Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-
by sea to Amsterdam.

5 US-Cents...
Single-weight (20 grams) UPU International
Lefter-Rate.

A

" UAMSTERDAM.

"d0SNA)
A9 @ANIJO

Reverse




WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1915.. Germany-China Mail
1914-1918 ‘via United States of America’

The United States of America remained a nevtral country during World War | until
March 1917 when relations between Germany & the United States were broken.

CHINA-BOUND, OR ORIGIN MAIL, EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE GERMAN & AMERICAN
POST OFFICES USING ‘THE PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY ' SERVICE
BETWEEN SHANGHAI-SAN FRANCISCO-SHANGHAI CONTINUED
UNTIL SUCH SERVICE ENDED IN SEPTEMBER 1915

Mail Route:
Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-Germany, or
Germany-New York-San Francisco-Shanghai

In January 1916, 91 sacks of mail ‘Via America’ arrived at Shanghai from Germany
through the U.S. Naval Ship ‘Galveston’ from Manila, which supposedly was the last mail
delivery ‘via America’ of German-origin mail.
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CHINA-BOUND MAIL FROM GERMANY
VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

28 AUGUST 1915

Postal Stationery card, postmarked at Hanover, Germany,
with route endorsement
“Via New York” (red)
to the “Inspector General of Customs Statistical Office"
at Shanghai, China.
German censorship marking in red.

10 Cents...
UPU Infernational Postcard-Rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916.. Japan to Europe

1914-1918 Via ‘Northern Trans-Siberian Rail Route’
Printed-Matter Mail

Until July 1914, mail endorsed “Via Siberia” traveled the heretofore
‘Southern Trans-Siberian Rail Network Route'.
BY 1916, THE ‘NORTHERN ALL-RUSSIAN-TERRITORY TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE' WAS
OPERATIONAL ENABLING MAIL TO MOVE FROM VLADIVOSTOK-CHARBAROWSK-
MISSOWOJA-IRKUTSK to MOSCOW or ST. PETERSBURG

JAPAN-ORIGIN

MAILTO FRANCE
(Japan Post Office)

18 FEBRUARY 1916 PRINTED MATTER

Un-censored ‘ ‘?

commercial ¥,
postcard, %

posimeniosd l Tokye, Messrs. Braun et Cie. "‘«-.Js i ’/

Japan, sent to Paris,

France, with route k rue Louis le Graad,
endorsement '
“Via Siberia". Z —218—ihd.des Italiens 11

Probable Route: @/ Paris.

Tokyo-Tsuruga.. by &é\ .,

sea to Viadivostok- _ I?/ < Gé,s

Missowoja-Irkutsk- 4 atd A

Omsk-St. Petersburg.. . § b

by sea to France.

JAPAN-ORIGIN MAIL
TO SWITZERLAND
(Japan Post Office)

29 OCTOBER 1916
(Japan Post Office)

Russian-censored view-card
postmarked Hamamatsu,
Japan, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Schlieren, Switzerland.
58-day transit time
w/censorship.

Transit Mark:
“Petrograd,
7 November 1914”

Manuscript Mark:
“26 December 1914”

Route:
Hamamatsu-Tsuruga.. by sea
to Viadivostok-Missowoja-
Irkutsk-Omsk-$St. Petersburg..
by sea to France.. by rail to

2 Sen..
UPU International Printed-Matter Postcard-Rate. swikzerland



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916 .. China-Netherlands Mail

1914-1918 ' ‘Via Siberia’
Chinese Post Office

HOLLAND (NETHERLANDS) WAS A NEUTRAL COUNTRY DURING
WORLD WAR | WITH RUSSIAN POSTAL AUTHORITIES PERMITTING
FAR-EAST MAIL TO/FROM HOLLAND USING THE
TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK.

RUSSIAN-CENSORED REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL

FROM PEKING TO THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS
(Chinese Post Office)

31 MARCH 1916

Censored & sealed registered
commercial mail (“Mines of Lincheng"), postmarked
at Peking, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to the Hague, Netherlands.
54-day transit time w/censorship.

Arrival Postmark: Transit Postmark:
(Reverse) (Reverse)
“Gravenhage, 24 May 1914" “Manchouli, 2 April 1916"

Route:

Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-$t. Petersburg..
by sea to Holland

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU Interndational Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate

+ 10 Cents.. Regisiration fee



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS
1917 - 1920

REGISTERED FRENCH-CENSORED

TRIPLE-WEIGHT
COMMERCIAL MAIL

CHINATO SWITZERLAND

1 NOVEMBER 1916
(French Post Office)

Registered
commercial mail
from the Shanghai-
branch of “Jardine
Matheson &
Company”,
postmarked
at Shanghai, Chinaq,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”, French
military censorship
upon arrival in
France,
sent to Lausanne,
Switzerland.

41-day transit time.

1916 .. China - Switzerland
Commercial Mail.. French Censorship

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Lausanne,
12 December
19187

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-
Tientsin-Mukden-

Harbin-Irkutsk-

Omsk-Moscow-

$t. Petersburg-
(by sea) to

France- (by train)

to Lausanne.

32 Cents...
10+6+6 Cents..
Triple-weight
(40-60 grams)
letter-rate +
10 Cents..
Registration fee

J



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916 .. China-U.S.A.

1914-1918 ‘Via Siberia’
At Sea Intercepted Mail

Although some “Via Siberia” endorsed-mail may have had to be rouvted by sea toreachils
final destination, such madil could have been intercepted, confiscated or delayed
by a German “raider ship” sailing the Baltic or North Atlantic.

ONE SUCH “RAIDER” SHIP WAS THE “MOVE” WHICH STOPPED SHIPS AT SEA
CONFISCATING FRENCH, BRITISH AND OTHER COMBATANT COUNTRY MAIL
FROM THOSE SHIPS.

SHANGHAI BANK MAIL, BRITISH CENSORED,
GERMAN-INTERCEPTED/DELAYED ON ROUTE TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

29 JULY 1916

Commercial bank mall, postmarked at the
French Post Office at Shanghai, with route endorsement
“Par Transsiberien" sent to New York City.

Cachet Hand-Stamp:
“Part of a Mail Captured by Germans and Delayed”

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Tientsin-Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-S$t. Petersburg..
by sea to the United States of America.

40 Centimes = 16 Cents
16 Cents.. UPU International Double-Weight (40 grams) Lefter-Rate



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916 .. Kiautschou
1914-1918 Prisoner-of-War Mail to Germany

German capitulation of Kiautschou to Japanese Forces in October
1914, resulted in 4710 German Prisoners-of-War transferred to various
camps located in Japan.

SINCE THE ‘VIA SIBERIA’ ROUTE FOR P.O.W. MAILTO GERMANY WAS
NOT POSSIBLE, MAIL WAS ROUTED BY SEA TO/THROUGH
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICATO GERMANY

JAPANESE & AMERICAN CENSORED GERMAN PRISIONER-OF-WAR MAIL
JAPAN ‘VIA AMERICA’TO GERMANY

g R TSI T N T ey

P.W. 217 (o
g/m/w %fy

8 DECEMBER 1916

Free-frank, ‘Oita’ Japanese Camp censored cover (Censor: Utsumi),
postmarked at Kobe, Japan, via America, sent to Hamburg.

Route:
Oita P.O.W. Camp-Kobe-San Francisco-New York-Hamburg



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1917.. China-Netherlands Mail
1914-1918 ‘Via Siberia’

Russian-Censored

e .
s S i
“The Sign |
| off Parfection” |
! : o Registered. s g.“n
RN «-'(s*{--{) -
X : ,/ T-‘
, B a
(4 (7, é
i =
lisgsrs, Levert &3:,3
~ PURE FOOD PRODUCTS, Likeurstokery en W.Vnkoopez%'
R "De Wildemsn®, £ ot
ZYLSTRA & CO. ol CR e i
SHANGHA! (CHINA) N.Z. Kolk, - —
; ;':"' X ‘
EMSTERDAM i

f" N 517
Ll Shanghai
;: i~»7 Poste Russe

N

RUSSIAN-CENSORED REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL
FROM SHANGHAITO AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

(Russian Post Office)

24 NOVEMBER 1917

Censored & sedled registered
commercial mail, postmarked
at Shanghai, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Amsterdam, Netherlands.
79-day fransit time w/censorship.

Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Amsterdam, 14 March 1918”

Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-

Irkutsk-Omsk-St. Petersburg.. Reverse
by seda to Holland

35 Kopeck...
20 Kopeck.. UPU International Single-Weight (20 grams)
Letter-Rate
+ 15 Kopeck.. Registration fee



1917.. China to Scandinavia
Russian-Censored Mail

WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS
1914-1918

MAIL FOR NEUTRAL COUNTRIES OF EUROPE WAS ACCEPTED BY THE RUSSIAN POST
OFFICE WITH SUCH MAIL FORWARDED TO ST. PETERSBURG (NOT MOSCOW) FOR
SEA MOVEMENT TO DESTINATION.

PEKING-ORIGIN
MAILTO

DENMARK =N ‘1,4 . ;

(Russian Post Office)
- ORRESPON

(Julian Calendar)

Russian censored
view-card,
postmarked at
Peking, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
Copenhagen,
Denmark.

21 DECEMBER 1916
NC
%

Route:
Peking-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-
St. Petersburg..
(by sea) to Denmark.

4 Kopeck..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate.

16 JANUARY 1917

Russian-ce d re-directed
PEKING-ORIGIN MAIL TO SWEDEN c"::znpis;':,‘:ﬁ(efd 'I::ii:g
PR with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
— o —— == sent to Norrképing, Sweden.
; oW i S R 65-day transit fime
NS N\ w/censorship.

Transit Mark:

{Reverse)
“Petrograd,
23 February 1917

% filyy VD Arrival Postmark:
{Reversa)

“22 March 19177

, 3"/"‘";" AN ‘W Route:
. 5?34 oy Peking-Mukden-Harbin-irkuisk-
Vil WW- Omsk-St. Petersburg..
AT ' (by sea) to Sweden.

.\ \r ’V/ "~ % ;! ’
J/ C*“\&f‘v'-"’%.:4)----f L.MM/% D& it ' 10 Cents.
- — UPU International Single-Weight
(20 grams) Letfter-Rate.




WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1917.. China to Neutral Sweden
1914-1918 Russian-Censored Mail

CHINA-ORIGIN MAIL TO SWEDEN
(Chinese Post Office)

11 DECEMBER
1917

Russian censored
cover,
postmarked at
Puchowfu, China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”, sent
to a newspaper
editor in Eksjd,
Sweden.

Transit Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Peking,

12 December
1917”

“St Petersburg,

28 December
1917”

Route:
Peking-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Omsk-St.
Petersburg..
(by sea)
to Sweden.

11 APRIL 1917

Russian-censored
cover, postmarked at
Wangohow, China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Lindholmen,
Sweden.

Transit Posimarks:

12 April 1917

“$t. Petersburg,
25 April 19177

Route:
Peking-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-
$t. Petersburg..
(by sea) to Sweden.

10 Cents..
UPU International
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Lefter-Rate.




WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1917 .. China-St. Petersburg, Russia
1914-1918 Censored Mail
Russian Post Office

RUSSIAN POST OFFICE FAR-EAST-ORIGIN-MAIL SENT TO WESTERN OR

ASIAN-RUSSIA DESTINATIONS WOULD AUTOMATICALLY BE MOVED BY

WAY OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK WITHOUT REQUIREMENT
OF ROUTE ENDORSEMENT
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RUSSIAN-CENSORED MAIL
FROM SHANGHAITO ST. PETERSBURG

(Russian Post Office)
12 MAY 1917

Censored (red marking) viewcard, postmarked
at Shanghai, China, without route endorsement,
sent to St. Petersburg, Russia.

Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-$t. Petersburg

3 Kopeck...
Russian domestic postcard-rate.



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS

1915-19

1914-1918

17..German Prisoner-of-War Mail
In-bound & Out-bound

With the occupdtion of Kiautschou by the Japanese in 1914, and the war on the European
Eastern Front, large numbers of German prisoners-of-war were taken by the Japanese and

Russian Forces respectively.

GERMAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR HELD BY THE JAPANESE WERE TRANSFERRED TO JAPAN,
WHILE THE RUSSIANS HELD THEIRS IN SIBERIA.

GERMAN-ORIGIN MAIL
SENTTO AP.O.W.IN
JAPAN

30 JUNE 1915

Japanese-censored free-
frank patriotic postcard,
postmarked at Altenburg,
Germany, with route
endorsement
“Prisoner-of War Mail
Via Siberia™
sent to Fukuoka, Japan.
24-day transit time.

Transit Postmark:
“Tsuruga, Japan,
23 July 1915”

Arrival Manuscript
Marking:
“26 July 1915”

Route:
Altenburg-Berlin-
Copenhagen.. (by sea) fo
St. Petersburg- (by rail) to
Omsk-Irkutsk-Harbin-
Viadivostok- (by sea) to
Tsuruga-Fukuoka

T IFE P

i

Lingetr. Vevein sur Unterfthgung ehemaliger
Rolomaltrieger der Uvmee, Narine, der Sdusn-
und Poligeiteuppen fowie deven SHinterbliebenen

Shuggherr: 5erxoq Jahauu Albredyt 3u Ntecklenburg
Ehr nprafid : Herzoa Adolf Sriedrich 3u Nedklenburg,

Sthr. v, (Bal)l General JyInf., Nitgl.d. ﬁerreehuuie“
Lol nbl )
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21 JANUARY 1917

Russian-censored free-

frank German P.O.W.
Card, postmarked at
Chita, Siberia, Russia, with
route endorsement
“Russia-Siberia,
Transbaikal Railway™

sent to Buenos Aires,
Argentina.
88-day transit time

Arrival Manuscript

fangener
Rotte

T T T 0 e I T g o ———— ™ ——-w

iegsge
%‘»‘.;, et

4

Russland — Sibivien

Transhaikalische Eisenbahn,

h

Marking:
(Reverse)

“19 April 1917”

Probable Route:

Chita-Manchouli-Harbin-
Vladivostok-( by sea) to
USA-Argentina



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916.. German Prisoner-of-War
1914-1918 Red Cross Mail

OFFICIAL GERMAN & AUSTRIAN P.O.W. ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION MAIL
TO THE RED CROSS STATION AT COPENHAGEN, DENMARK
WTH FORWARDING TO VIENNA, AUSTRIA

i o sBe

- e " 3 " /

4l

22 MARCH 1916

(Reverse)

Russian-censored
P.O.W, related
free-frank mail,
postmarked at
Tientsin, Ching,
sent to the Red
Cross Office at
Copenhagen for
forwarding to the
“Centfral Bureau
for P.O.W.
Information” at
Vienna, Austria,
with route
; endorsement
& “Via Siberia”.

Wien
1., Jasomirgottstrasse No. 6.

Gemeinsames Zentralnachweishureau
Auskunitsstelle fiir Kriegsgefungene

Please forward to

Probable Route:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Omsk-St.
Petersburg-
(by sea) to
Copenhagen-
(by rail)
to Betlin-lLeipzig-
Munich-Vienna.

Copenhagen
Denmark.

SERVICE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE.

Croix Rouge

irien. -

Via Sib



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS 1916.. German Prisoner-of-War
1914-1918 Assistance Mail

(“Via America” Route)

The German Community's welfare & support organization at Tientsin
communicated information concerning a prisoner’'s name, physical-
condition and location to newspapers in Germany and Ausiro-Hungary.

SUCH MAIL WAS ROUTED ‘VIA AMERICA’ AS LONG AS THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REMAINED NEUTRAL.

SERVICE DES PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE.

Tosckds Boloiil

E'mschreibeﬂ

THERTS e
EIREICCLLELErT

ve. A73 §

PRISONER-OF-WAR INFORMATION FOR
PUBLICATION IN GERMANY

(10) FEBRUARY 1916 55 —-{\Qﬁrp Wil LT
33 _ eutsche u. Osterr.-Ungar. Gefangeng,3( = =" V
Registered free-frank mail, 3 1916 _Zish L ,ipc‘fe "‘3:\
postmarked at Tientsin, Ching, 2ReRq - € A
routed “Via America”, R . N¥HOA®
to the “WilhelImshavener Tageblatt” //‘ =
(“Wilhelmshaven Newspaper”), ("‘( S,
with German-censorship at Emmerich. o
126+ day transit time. 3
e ¥
Transit & Arival Postmarks: wff M-.X P
“Shanghai, US Postal Agency, R |
16 February 1916” G

“New York, Registry, 15 March 1916”
“New York, Foreign, 16 March 1914”
“Wilhelmshaven, 16 June 1914”

Reverse



1917.. German Prisoner-of-War Mail

WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS
Money Transfer/Valuve Letter

1914-1918

In an effort of support for German & Austrian Prisoners-of-War in Siberia during World War |,
GERMANS RESIDING IN NORTHERN CHINA ESTABLISHED AN ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION
(most probably under the auspices of the International Red Cross)

AT TIENTSIN, CHINA, WHICH SENT MONEY FOR SUPPORT TO PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN SIBERIA.

)

1 JES
S wzany wr\ﬁ;;;

MONEY TRANSFER LETTER TO A P.O.W. IN WESTERN RUSSIA
(Russian Post Office)

8 MARCH 1917
(Julian Calendar)

Russian 500 Ruble money-transfer cover, postmarked at Tientsin, China,
to a Gemman or Austrian P.O.W. “Josef Hofer” interned at the Village of
Talyshinskoe in Perm Province, via the Post Office in Talitskii Zavod.
16-day transit time

Transit Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Changchun, Japanese Post Office,
23 March 1917"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Talitskii Zavod, Perm Province,
24 March 1917"

Probable Route:
Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk-Omsk-Perm ‘ .
Front

60 Cenis...
10 Cents .. Letter Rate +
10 Cents .. Regisiration fee +
40 Cents .. Insurance /10 Cenis each 1125 Rubles



WORLD WAR | & ITS EFFECTS

1917-1918.. Japan-Europe Mail
1914-1918

‘Via Siberia’
Northern Rail Route

Prior to 8 November 1917 and establishment of a ‘Soviet Republic’,
SWITZERLAND-BOUND MAIL WAS ROUTED THROUGH ST. PETERSBURG,
renamed ‘Petrograd’, for routing by sea to Western Evrope.

Subsequent to an armistice between the Central Powers & Russia on
5 December 1917, MAILTO GERMANY WAS BRIEFLY POSSIBLE IN 1918, prior to interruption of
rail connections through Siberia because of civil war,

JAPAN-ORIGIN
COMMERCIALMAILTO

SWITZERLAND

15FEBRUARY 1917  VIA SIBERIA

Russian-censored & sealed
commercial mail,
postmarked
at Kobe, Japan, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia™
sent to Basle, Swilzerland..
65-day transit time

w/censorship.

BOEHHASI TEH3VYPA.

Otto Amberg Esqe,

16 , Nonnenweg,

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Petrograd, 4 March 1917”
“Basel, 20 April 1917"

BASLEG,

Switzerland,

LA d & NPA & L2y =

Route:
Kobe-Tsuruga-Viadivostok,
Charbarowsk-Tschita-
Irkutsk-Omsk-Wjatka-

St Petersburg-(by sea) to
Western Europe-Switzerland

10 Sen...
UPU Single-Weight
interational Lefter-Rate.

Union Pogtale Universelle JAPAN-ORIGIN

B A 523 e T COMMERCIAL MAIL
Carte [PosTal#
VIA SIBERIAY i
NS R Postal stationery card,
n : postmarked
Messrs. Pfeiderer & Warm. il By Seagcas alrdis
Y X nd t
Wertherstrasse 195, e“w: 's’.?;':,?:

sent to Barmen, Germany.
BEarmen,

Route:

: - Kyoto-Tsuruga-Viadivostok,
Rheinprov inz 4 \ Charbarowsk-Tschita-
U E P m A N Y Irkutsk-Omsk-Moscow-
¢

Berlin-Barmen

4 Sen...
OB ER : UPU International

Postcard-Rate

(=)
=1
o
oy
—
o
i



VI. RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD

1918 .. China-Switzerland
1917 - 1920

Mail 'Via America’

On 8 November 1917, a “Soviet Republic” was proclaimed by V. Lenin & L. Trotsky
culminating one day laterin a civil war between the “reds” (supporters of
Communist Ideclogy) and the “whites” (supporters of former Imperial Russia).

IMMEDIATELY UPON PROCLAMATION OF A “SOVIET REPUBLIC”,
SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND AND OTHER NATIONS BROKE RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA
AFFECTING USE OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY SINCE HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE
FACTIONS TOOK PLACE ALL ALONG ITS ROUTES.

The Russian Post Office in China now routed European-bound mail ‘Via America’.

—

‘ X !: r.O {
X Jf 3 <K : : O/ |
Y postale — Posyyl < Past\Carr i
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RUSSIAN POST OFFICE ..
MAIL FROM SHANGHAITO SWITZERLAND

3 SEPTEMBER 1918

Viewcard, postmarked
at Shanghai, China, with route endorsement
“Via America”, French-censored, sent
to Burgdorf, Switzerland.

Route:
Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-Le Harve-Basel-ZGrich-Burgdorf

4 Kopeck...
UPU Infemndtional Postcard-Rate.



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1918 .. China-America
1917 - 1920 Mail ‘Via Vladivostok’

CHINA POST OFFICE
REGISTERED MAIL..
TIENTSIN TO
INDIANAPOLIS

28 DECEMBER 1917

Commercial registered
cover,
Postmarked at Tientsin
(County), American-
censored, sentto
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Transit Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Moukden,

29 December 1917”
“Moukden,

3 January 1918”
“Seattle,

26 January 1918”
“Indianapolis,

31 Janvary1918”

35-day transit time.

Route:
Tientsin-Mukden-
Viadivostok-Seattle-
Indianapolis

32 Cenis:
22 Cents..
UPU international
Third-level Lelter-Rate +
~ 10 Cents..
' Regisiration fee

S : ! (5 August 1910 -
: > 1 January 1922)

| d_{."



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1918 .. ‘A.E.F. Siberia’ Mail
1917 - 1920

In March 1918, during the Russian Civil War, 60-80,000 Czech prisoners-of-war
revolted, deserted, and fought their way across Siberia to Viadivostok,
occupying various cities along the trans-Siberian northern rail route
and controlling a large part of the railway itself.

IN AUGUST 1918, PRESIDENT WILSON ORDERED AMERICAN TROOPS TO VLADIVOSTOK
WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF SECURING THE RAILWAY LINE AND SUBSEQUENT USE FOR
EVACUATION OF THE CZECH REFUGEE-SOLDIERS TO TRIEST, ITALY,

BETWEEN FEBRUARY-NOVEMBER 1920.

‘U.S. POSTAL AGENCY

7 p
IN SIBERIA’ d;&&w mm'( ' .
MAIL FROM VLADIVOSTOK . @%-
U- W Firno R” 0k e
TO SAN FRANCISCO # SART N
Sk 9, g P
21 OCTOBER 1918 d-¢. F v - 8§, ;,.),,_?
AEF Censored free-frank \ &y L sl
soldier's mail, postmarked £ 3 > =4
at “Viadivostok” without route , : / M ' /)
endorsement, ' A L = -
sent fo San Francisco, ,‘:’ :
California. ) : /% % ///:a é ', ,6}/
Route: ! 1\, g B SRS | $ ”/‘ /
Vladivostok-San Francisco i v ; y
" W ard ' #H fuwnctseo
4" day of use of this postmark. s A e e ol : : ﬁ ‘ ;
Large Rubber Handstamp. o L : 4 -/ ’ :
Postmark Use: #&/ﬂ(‘)% o m # Mﬁ_
18 October - i . i :
17 December 1918 =
‘U.S. POSTAL
AGENCY IN
ST z Z == SIBERIA’ MAIL
S ga T UG ccreAell . VLADIVOSTOK TO
o i 901 e OREGON
aA-) G
A&U‘V’\ It W 14 MAY 1919
: e AEF Censored free-
T L frank soldier’s
‘YMCA'’ cover,
postmarked
| at Viadivostok,
: i without
A 1 route endorsement,
; TR Lo il e sent to Riddle,
(K/ J 3% r O e Oregon.
” - 51 N 7/ L/
/lef'j( J /’, Ll 9" .
=% ,77& (3 7\ / _ Route:
¢ 3 /“ Z e S Viadivostok-San
: A ( P Francisco-Oregon
4 ! 5 S
\“ RiGepseessse-eios ™ @ : i Small Steel
*4 7 754' i) 3 = Handstamp.
Q’ 7’ (F- ‘ LA gl A rg" A Posimark Use:
20 October 1918 -

14 April 1920



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1918 .. China-Scotiand
1917 - 1920 Missionary Mail

MAIL MOVEMENT WESTWARD WAS POSSIBLE BY LATE
DECEMBER 1918 OVER THE SOUTHERN RAIL NETWORK
CONNECTING THE CHINESE EASTERN & MANCHURIAN
RAIL LINES AT MANCHOULI WITH THE
TRANS-SIBERIAN LINE
BETWEEN IRKUTSK-OMSK-ST. PETERSBURG,

wgv{, \(l& Sl&m&‘_

P Y
Y

Padiar  Wing

LATE 1918 CHINA-ORIGIN MAILTO SCOTLAND ‘VIA SIBERIA’
& BY SEA FROM ST. PETERSBURG

10 DECEMBER 1918
(Chinese Post Office)

Printed-Matter Card (in an open envelope)
missionary mail, postmarked at Shihu, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Hamilton, Scotland, United Kingdom

Transit Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Harbin, 11 December 1918”

Probable Route:
Shihu-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Omsk-St. Petersburg..(by sea) to Scotland

Reverse

4 Cents..
(Open envelope) posicard-rate



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1918-19 .. China-Switzerland
1917 - 1920 Mail ‘Via Suez’ or ‘Via America’

AS A RESULT OF THE

CONFLICTIN RUSSIA

AND NON-OPERATION L s T ey

OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN

ROUTE TO EUROPE,

MAIL WAS INITIALLY

ROUTED ‘VIA SUEZ’ BY VIA ANERICA
SEA AND LATER FRAEIRRBEREERE R R RERR

BY THE FASTER I

‘VIA AMERICA’ ROUTE.

28 JUNE 1919
Commercial mail,
postmarked
at Harbin, endorsed
“Via America”

sent to St, Gallen, 8T. G AL L

Switzerland. I Immm™

AWITZERLAND

MESSRS. HOND GG R C0.

e
fo

Route:
Harbin-Mukden-Peking-
Tientsin-Shanghai-
(by sea) to America with
forwarding to France-
Switzerland.

e e e -
. B e T i e e

Per 8/s ™
‘,':f”gf?\,

e Les ]rz's_ % Saars. 7

SWITZERLAND SUISSE

.
REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL THROUGH Probable Route:
Marseilles-
18 FEBRUARY 1918 (by train) to Neuchatel

Registered commercial mail, postmarked
at the Japanese Post Office at Shanghai, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Svez"”
sent to Neuchatel, Switzerland.

25 Sen...
10 Sen.. Single-weight (20 grams) lefier-rate +
15 Sen.. Regisiration fee



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1918-19 Japan-Europe
1917 - 1920 ‘Via Canada’

‘Via San Francisco’

Because of the turmoil in Russia and unusable heretofore faster ‘Via Siberia’ Route
for mail to Evrope, JAPAN-ORIGIN MAIL NOW ALSO WAS ROUTED ‘VIA NORTH
AMERICA’' THROUGH EITHER CANADA OR SAN FRANCISCO,
using whichever flag vessel met the post office schedule.

12 AUGUST

1919 =
Commercial ‘
mail, 'ﬂ
postmarked at & e
Osaka, Japan, =
with route
endorsement ,
“Via San /_%
Francisco”
sent to ,(/d/
Winterthur, iy
Switzerland.

40 Sen...
UPU Infernational

e Messrs. VOLKART BR

(to 80 grams)

- g
Lefter-Rate. 2

7

X

YA

COMMERICAL
Messrs. VOLKART BROS. ’ MAILTO

SWITZERLAND

23 OCTOBER
1918

Commercial mail,
postmarked at
Osaka, Japan,

- WINTERTHUR, Bunisimortt
NICHIZUI TRADING CO, LTD,

“Via Canada”
sent to Winterthur
15 Dojima Hamadori 1-chome, Kitaku, SWITZERL AND. > 5
OSAKA, JAPAN. : Switzerland.

"’

. L]
. 20 Sen...
<& ' UPUintemational

. Double-Weight
Probable Route: ("LO :0 9;2;\13)
Osaka-San Francisco-New York-Hamburg-Munich-Basel-Z{rich-Winterthur il



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1919 .. Germany - China
1917 - 1920 Mail ‘Via America’

WITH THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN EUROPE ON 11 NOVEMBER 1918 ALONG WITH
THE SUBSEQUENT OCCUPATION OF THE RHINELAND BY ALLIED FORCES,
COMMUNICATIONS IN 1919 BETWEEN GERMANY & “GERMAN" CHINA COULD
ONCE AGAIN BEGIN, NOT ‘VIA SIBERIA’ (Russian Civil War)

BUT INITIALLY
THROUGH THE ALLIED OCCUPATION POST OFFICES,
since German Post Offices in China no longer existed & China first ended its state of
war with Germany on 15 September 1919.

EARLY POSTWAR CHINA-BOUND MISSIONARY MAIL FROM
THE ALLIED-OCCUPIED GERMAN RHINELAND

13 AUGUST 1919

Postal-card, postmarked & censored at (American occupied) Coblenz, Germany,
with route endorsement “Via America”
sent to a Catholic Missionary in Shantung Province, Northern China.
62-day transit time.

Transit Postmarks:
“Tientsin (Chinese Post Office), “Tientsin (French Post Office),
12 October 1919 13 October 1919

Probable Route:
Coblenz-Hamburg- (by sea) o New York- (by rail) to San Francisco-
(by sea) to Shanghai- (by rail) to Northern China.

10 Pfennig...
UPU Inferndational Posicard-Rate



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1919 .. China-Sweden
1917 - 1920 ‘Via America’ Mail
Postage Due

DESPITE A WORLD WAR | ARMISTICE TAKING EFFECT ON
11 NOVEMBER 1918, A PEACE TREATY HAD NOT BEEN SIGNED WITH GERMANY
OR THE AXIS COUNTRIES RESULTING IN CENSORSHIP OF MAIL STILL IN EFFECT
INCLUDING MAIL TO NEUTRAL SWEDEN WHEN SUCH INVOLVED ORGANIZATIONS
AFFILATED WITH ‘GERMAN ASSISTANCE'.

(3 ~

Post
vslage dyn 9 .

< p T
i C’*‘\udjitsl
7z
W

Ad TINHIdO

CHINA-SWEDEN POSTAGE DUE MAIL 'VIA AMERICA’ AND CENSORED

25 FEBRUARY 1919
(United States Post Office)

Single-weight short-paid mail, postmarked at
the United States Post Office at Shanghai, China,
with route endorsement
“Via America”
to the “German Assistance Associafion” at
Stockholm, Sweden.

4

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Stockholm, 29 April 1919”
(Krag Postmarking Machine)

"HOSNHD

Probable Route:
Shanghai-San Francisco-New York-Stockholm

[ e gy
LS

5 Cenis.. A j
Shot-paid 1 Cent .. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams)
International Letter-Rate resulting in postage due of A
2Cents=




RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1919 .. Red Cross P.O.W.
1917 - 1920 ‘Via America’ Mail to Austria

SINCE THE RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR RAGED IN WESTERN RUSSIA
(between the Soviet and Imperial Forces resulting in most of the
Siberian Railway Route unusable for mail transport to Europe),
GERMAN & AUSTRIAN PRISONER-OF WAR MAIL CONTINUED TO BE
ROUTED “VIA AMERICA” BY THE RED CROSS AFTER CESSATION OF
HOSTILITIES DURING WORLD WAR I

30 DECEMBER 1919

Free-frank Russian-censored
Red Cross
Comrespondence Response Postal Card,
written by Austrian Prisoner-of-War in Siberia,
with route endorsement
“Via America”,
sent to Vienna, Austria.



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD
1917 - 1920

BECAUSE OF
CLOSURE OF
RUSSIAN POST
OFFICES IN
MANCHURIA
BETWEEN
1920-1921
AND PARTIAL
NONAVAILABILITY
OF RAIL ROUTES
CONNECTING TO
VLADIVOSTOK,
MAIL FROM
SHANGHAITO
VLADIVOSTOK WAS
MOVED BY SEATO
THE LATTER DURING
THOSE YEARS.

1920 .. Shanghai-Vladivostok

Mail ‘by Sea’

REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL MAIL
SHANGHAITO

VLADIVOSTOK

9 APRIL 1920

(Russian Post Office)

Registered commeircial
mail from the Shanghai-
branch of the
“Great Northern
Telegraph Company”,
postmarked
by the Russian Post Office
at Shanghai, Chinag,
sent to their
Vladivostok-Office.
35-day transit time.

Arrrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Vladivostok, 14 May 1920”

26 Cents...
10+6 Cents.. Double-weight
(20-40 grams) lefter-rate +
10 Cents.. Registration fee



RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & CIVIL WAR PERIOD 1920 .. Vliadivostok-Switzerland

1917 - 1920 Commercial Mail
Mail ‘by Sea Route’

As a result of the Russian Civil War (1918-1920), the Second Russian-Polish War
(1920/Peace Treaty of Riga, March 1921) as well as unsettied political conditions in
Russia & Manchuriq,

EFFECTIVE EUROPE-BOUND MAIL USE OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK
COULD NOT TAKE PLACE DURING 1918-1922, BUT ROUTED BY SEA
OR ‘VIA AMERICA’ TO EUROPE.

—— . T A — ———— g e e —— E—

O3 6nl

VLADIVOSTOK-ORIGIN RUSSIAN-CENSORED REGISTERED MAIL TO SWITZERLAND
ROUTED BY SEA BECAUSE OF NONAVAILABILITY OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE

25 FEBRUARY 1920

Registered cover, Russian-censored, postmarked at

Viadivostok, sent to “Karl Geigy” o ,/'/ Hisrn 74
(Renowned Pharmacist) S / ; /
at Basel, Switzerland. 49-day transit time.

Armival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Basel, 15 April 1920”

Route:
Vladivostok-London
(by sea)-Antwerp-Basel

4 Rubles...
2 Rubles... single-weight (20 grams)
international lefter-rate + Roverse
2 Rubles.. Registration fee




VII. RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES China - Belgium

1921 - 1922 Sea Route Diversion Mail
1922

Until a new Russian national government was established after the civil war,
NORMAL RAIL SERVICES ON MOST OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN NETWORK WOULD NOT
BE FULLY RESUMED DURING 1921-1922,
requiring Chinese/Peking-origin mail to Western Europe to be routed by seaq, either
(via Peking-Tientsin-Pukow Line) to Shanghai or
(via Chinese Eastern Railway line) to Viadivostok

30 JUNE 1922
Registered commercial mail of the
Chinese Imperial Railways,
postmarked Peking, sent to Brussels, Belgian.

Transit Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Mukden, 3 July 1922
“London, -- August 1922

Routing:
Peking-Mukden-Vladivostok-(by sea) to London-
Antwerp-Brussels

25 Cents.. i -~
15 Cents International Lelter Rate (7.5 ounces) + Reverse
10 Cents Registration fee




RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1923-1931

1923 .. China-Europe
Route Resumption

On 30 December 1922, the ‘Soviet Union of Socialist Republics’ was established, a
federation of Russia, Ukraine, Belorussia and the Transcaucasian Republic.

BY 1923, OPERATION OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY NETWORK RESTARTED IN FULL
ON BOTH THE NORTHERN & SOUTHERN ROUTES.

= ~

CVIA SIBERIA

SHORT-PAID/POSTAGE-DUE MAIL FROM CHINATO SWITZERLAND
(Chinese Post Office)

14 AUGUST 1923

Short-paid cover, postmarked
at Peking, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Geneva, Switzerland. 28-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Peking-Mukden (Railway Postmark)
15 August 1923
“Harbin, 16 August 1923
“Geneva, 10 September 1923”

Route:
Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Munich-Basel-Geneva

15 Cents...
UPU interndtional Double-Weight
(fo 40 grams) Letter-Rate
short-paid 5 Chinese-Cents resulting in

40 Swiss Centimes postage due + penalty.
{Rate Validity: 1 Jan. 1923 - 30 Sept. 1925)

wo-11NG. &6

{casina )

—

Reverse




RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1924 .. Re-routed

1923 - 1931 ‘By Sea’
Endorsed Mail

‘BY SEA" ENDORSED MAIL,
OR MAIL WITH INDICATION OF VESSEL NAME AND SAILING DATE,
WOULD BE OBSERVED BY THE POST OFFICE
UNLESS IT WAS RECEIVED ‘TOO LATE’ FOR SUCH ROUTING.

VIA _SIBERIA.

-

Por S.S.Saikio-Maru 2/10/24.

R T

cupt- W.‘.Y. Dat‘ .

125\ Princes Street,
! :
i
EDINBURGH. SCOTLAND.

ROUTE-ENDORSED ‘BY SEA’ MAIL WITH 'TOO LATE’ ARRIVAL AT POST OFFICE
WITH SUBSEQUENT RE-ROUTING ‘VIA SIBERIA’

2 OCTOBER 1924

Cover, route endorsed
“Per $.5. Saikio Maru 2/10/24",
postmarked at Shanghai, Ching,
addressed to “Captain W.Y. Darling, M.C." at
Edinburgh, Scotland,
post-mailing cachet marking
‘Too Late’
and new route endorsement
‘Via Siberia’.

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-London-Edinburgh

10 Cents...
UPU International Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1923-1931

1924.. China-Germany
Commercial Mail

A TREATY BETWEEN RUSSIAN AND GERMANY WAS SIGNED ON 6 MAY 1921 ENABLING
A NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS TO TAKE PLACE, INCLUDING EXCHANGE OF MAIL

SINGLE-WEIGHT
MAILTO
GERMANY

6 MAY 1924

Commercial
cover,
postmarked at
Shanghai, China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Munich,
Germany.

Route:
Shanghai-
Pukow-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Munich

(Reverse)
10 Cends... UPU
intermational
Single-Weight
(fo 20 grams)
Letter-Rate.

p———

H. KUNZE & Co.

via Siberia.

+'9, CANTON ROAD,
SHANGHAI

i -

Herren
Kranseder & Co
Trockenplattenfabrik

Lindwurmscir,

P Muenchen,

5 mmy

Vg

\f// Sfoor’ad.

—— ,__-.‘_.nm—u:-—mw

b

30 AUGUST 1924

Registered cover,

postmarked at
Canton, China,
with route
endorsement
“Germany Via
Siberia”
to Cuxhaven,
Germany.

Route:
Canton-Pukow-
Peking-Mukden-

Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-
Cuxhaven

20 Cenis...

10 Cents.. UPU
Single-Weight
(to 20 grams)
Letter-Rate +
10 Cents
Regisiration fee.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1925-1927..
1923-1931 Mail To/From Japan

MAIL FROM/TO JAPAN WOULD BE ROUTED OVER THE NORTHERN
BRANCH OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY NETWORK,
ENDING/COMMENCING AT VLADIVOSTOK AND

BY SEA TO/FROM JAPAN.
EASTBOUND-MAIL.. PN s G D
GERMANY-JAPAN ; ;i—n, % R 1 ?
13 &ﬁ o % > “6) K
i ) D] A < IND '
4 SEPTEMBER 1925 NAPR: e P h L)
: L \' Wor tﬁ e A = 7 —r
Viewcard, postmarked v ] :)) Ela éﬂ 8 j}ﬁz 2) 2
at Berlin, Germany, ® g‘%»g vt}':{ 7 W = £
with route endorsement i d ; Ty ) \2 231 7\7 £ %
“Via Siberia” 3 \ﬂ;% 2 ";’) e £ g Yy
to Tokyo, Japan. £ geﬂ Q’P’g’ig ) T % Z y? s
o *\’lk,r%?%‘yzx*?fig/') é
Route: o & :éé oy Nf’ z 4
Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk- ; o §-» E ’ -%»% ) 'z, I e
Manchouli-Harbin- | 8 % Ptj v 2/; ) [z 522 " %
Viadivostok- & s fg%'\%% ;— RS % %
(by sea) to Tsuruga- s 7 ?’-/\\ ) = | -»
z 5 7
Tokyo ¥ 5 o?%%rrgi)%lig
RIS |
15 Pfennig... 3 et ;. 2 ’3%?1& ﬁuz :
UPU intemational Lo 1 f’ii"rlg BY 9 =
Postcard-Rate. . ks i AEERE = =
WESTBOUND-MAIL.. JAPAN-ALBANIA 20 DECEMBER 1927
e e Registered cover,
o & ' postmarked at Nagoya
> \ & Kobe, Japan, routed
“via Siberia”
sent to Durres-Durazzo,
Albania.
: 21-day transit time.
: - =
» — KO BE Arrival Postmark:
TI{ (Reverse)
‘ AV Wa “Duress,
| NO ____________ 11 Janvary 1928”
'zM/LW‘ MW%”} Route:
R Nagoya-Kobe.. by sea

to Vladiwostok-Harbin-

. L ; Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Prag-

Vienna-Zagreb-Tirana-
. Durres
1‘%,

W 26 Sen..
10 Sen.. international

Single-Weight
(20 grams) Letter-Rate +
16 Sen.. Registration fee




RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1925.. North Manchuria
1923-1931 Mail to Europe

Northern Manchuria was ceded to Russia in 1858-1860.

Through heavy immigration, Southern Manchuria became more Chinese. Russian
support for the Chinese against Japanese aggression in1895 enabled Russia to
receive permission from China to build the Chinese Eastern Railway. The Chinese
‘Boxer Revolt’ in 1900 resulted in Russian occupation of Manchuria
to secure railway construction.

THE ‘CITY OF HARBIN’ IS LOCATED AT THE
INTERSECTION POINT OF THE CHINESE & SOUTHERN MANCHURIAN RAILWAYS,
BOTH FINANCED AND BUILT BY RUSSIA AND PART OF THE
SOUTHERN TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK.

R~ — - - e —

" .
W. O. FREYBERG - 16 Skobelevskaya Strect (¥ ’\)Hjmﬂ
ENGINEER & CONTRACTOR é Harbin, Manchuria, China.

4 %mmma | s /WL/

Professor Dr.- Ing. A. Kleinlogel

"I Wilhelm - Tacer Strasse

Darmstadt

e Al

Rl R
&o 2846i - .

Detttschland

AR T

8 AUGUST 1925
(Chinese Post Office)

Registered commeircial cover,

postmarked at Harbin, Manchuria, China, with 7> — Ay
route endorsement ~ O }\«
“Via Russia” BN _,Q' j
sent to Darmstadt, Germany. izl T
26-day transit time. Sy
ay Lol
Arrival Postmark; i 7
(Reverse) e Y hos 2
“Darmstadt, 3 September 1925” BN fﬁ@‘_
2\ e
Route: e 3 ety
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin- ,"\/ ;
Frankfurt-Darmstadt

Reverse
20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU International Single-Weight
(to 20 grams) Lefter-Rate
+ 10 Cents Registration fee.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1927.. South Manchuria

1923-1931

Mail to Europe

THE ‘CITY OF MUKDEN’, LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF THE
NORTHERN CHINESE & SOUTHERN MANCHURIAN RAILWAYS, WAS TRANSFER POINT TO
THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILWAY NETWORK FOR MOST CHINESE & PACIFIC-ORIGIN MAIL
TO WESTERN RUSSIA, EUROPE & BEYOND.

25 OCTOBER 1927
(Chinese Post Office)

Registered commercial cover,
postmarked at Mukden, Manchuria, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Radeberg, Saxony, Germany.
11-day transit time!

Transit & Arrival Postmarks;
(Reverse)
“Dresden, 5 November 1927"
“Radeberg, 5 November 1927

Route:
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Dresden-Radeberg

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU International Single-Weight
(fo 20 grams) Letter-Rate
+ 10 Cents.. Regisiration fee.

Reverse



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1927.. North China
1923-1931

Hostilities

In July 1926, the Chinese Nationadlist Party, “The Kuomintang”, under
General Chiang Kai-Shek, commenced an offensive in North China attempfing
to unify the country, moving northward in May 1927
toward Chili Province and the cities of Peking & Tientsin,
with Japanese intervention in the adjacent Shantung Province,
initially blocking General Chiang’s advance.

DESPITE HOSTILITIES & PRECARIOUS POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES,
MAIL APPARENTLY WAS NOT DELAYED NOR RAIL INTERRUPTION OVER THE
TIENTSIN-PEKING-MUKDEN RAIL LINES,

CONNECTING WITH THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK.

yh beeria & L%
TO EUROPE.

J;DINT OWNER AND MANAGING Wi
: GEN!;RAL

\

) POLéd A VL‘R‘V SKY

Clo. OF THE JAPAN & CHINA TRADING CO Iz.?D g
5 2 'A,',_:fff e "'Z'-, !
R.‘:.'N‘fé.lN 14 Res

Nep2g21 PRAHA-PRA@.UE |§
e RASINOVO NABREZ! &p. 561
REGISTERED TRADE MARK : RASINIQUAL Nro. 56/1.-406.
15 AUGUST 1927
(Chinese Post Office)

Registered commeircial cover,
postmarked at Tientsin, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Prague, Czechoslovakia. 14-day transit time.

Arrival Manuscript Marking;
“19 August 1927”

Route:
Tienstin-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Dresden-Prague

26 Cents...
10+6 Cents.. UPU International Double-Weight (to 40 grams) Letter-Rate
+ 10 Cents Registration fee.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1928.. China-Germany
Printed-Matter Mail

1923-1931

6 OCTOBER 1928

Printed-matter
cover,
postmarked at
Shanghai,
China, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to
Bidingen,
Hesse, Germany

Route:
Shanghai-
Pukow-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Bidingen

2 Cents...
international
printed-matter
weighing up fo
50 grams

(Validity:
1 January 1923 -
30 June 1930)



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES
1923-1931

Vi S

Joty o

MAIL FROM
PEKING

24 APRIL 1929
(Chinese Post
Office)

Cover,
postmarked
at Peking,
China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
Leipz;ig.

1929-30.. China-Germany
Commercial Mail

Route:

Peking-
Mukden-
Harbin-
Irkutsk-
Moscow-
Berlin-Leipzig

10 Cents... International
single-weight
(to 20 grams)
letter-rate.
(Validity:
1 January 1923 -30 June 1930)

Reverse

REGISTERED MAIL
FROM TIENTSIN

6 NOVEMBER 1930

A. J. SEREBRENNIKOFF & CO.

A. U. CEPEBPEHHHKOB u KO.

Russian Printing Shop Pyccxaa Tunovpagus

@ £ M E B R
24 Dickinson Road, Tientsin, Tel. 31222

Registered
Via Siberia oy
Mesers. Walter Birke

&mtpapiax—!‘a.brik

Bigsenthal b.R ER L I N

Cover, postmarked
at Tientsin, China,
with route
endorsement
“Registered

Via Siberia”
sent to Biesenthal,
Germany.
14-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Biesenthal,
20 November 1930"

Route:
Tientsin-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Biesenthal

30 Cents...

15 Cents.. Single-
weight interndafional
lefter-rate +
15 Cents
Registration fee.
(Validity:

1 July 1930 -

31 January 1931)



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1928.. Japan-England
1923-1931 Advertising Mail

28 JULY 1928

Advertising/
printed-matter/
commercial mail,
postmarked at
Osaka, Japan, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to London,
England.

Probable Route:
Osaka-Tsuruga
Vliadivostok
(Russia)-Harbin-
Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-England

4Sen...
International -
printed-matter rate
for mail weighing up

4
4
CNIHON GBEL SAUIOK] YOHIN SHOKAD  eomm—
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Reverse
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RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

SINGLE-WEIGHT
MAILTO
ENGLAND

9 FEBRUARY 1929
(Japan Post Office)

Cover, postmarked
in Japan, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Epson
College, Epsom,
England.

Route:
Japan- (by sea) to
Vladivostok-Harbin-
Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-England

10 Sen... UPU
International
Single-Weight
(to 20 grams)
Lefter-Rate.

1923-1931

1929.. Japan-Europe

Mail

K. ISHIDZUMI,

NO. 5-6, YANAGINOBAMBA BUKKOJI,

KYOTO, JAPAN.

Monsicur PIETRO IMPERI0

Bgﬁ ' STERED Via SIBERIA

CANALE TAVERNAPENTA, 42

(ITALY)

NAPOLI

REGISTERED
COMMERCIAL MAIL
TO ITALY

23 AUGUST 1929

Registered commercial
cover, postmarked at
Kyoto, Japan, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Naples, ltaly.
17-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Venice,

8 September 1929"
“Naples-Rancom
Railway,

9 September 1929”

Probable Route:
Kyote-Tsuruga-
Vladivostok-Harbin-
Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Munich-
Naples

32 Sen...
10+4 Sen..
Double-weight
(to 40 grams)
lefler-rate + 14 Sen
Regisiration fee.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1929 .. Japan-Liechtenstein
1923 - 1931 Mail

The Post Office of the Principality of Liechtenstein, a smail
tenitory located between Switzerland & Austria, was
administered by the Swiss Post Office since 1921.

¢/0 SEUMALL BROS. " SEUMALL "
P. O. BOX 27

TS : KOBE.
93 ISOBEDORI 4-CHOME i No. i ; 154

KOBE, JAPAN.

.....................

Per 8%.___First Mail VIA SIBERIA

- REGISTERED

H. Ogpelt Esqz.,

endern P. 0. Eschen, F. L,

AMberg keute,

DOUBLE-WEIGHT REGISTERED RETURN-RECEIPT COMMERCIAL MAIL
FORM JAPAN TO LIECHTENSTEIN

19 SEPTEMBER 1929

Commercial cover, postmarked
at Kobe, Japan, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Bendern, Principality of Liechtenstein, using
the “Alberg (Mountain) Route, Switzerland”. 18-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Eschen, 7 October 1929”

Probable Route:
Kobe.. by sea to Dalny- (by rail) to
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Basel-Zurich-Liechtenstein

48 Sen...
10 Sen + 6 Sen.. Double-weight letter (to 40 grams)
+ 16 Sen.. Registration fee
+ 16 Sen.. Return-receipt fee



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1929 .. Zeppelin Mail
1923 - 1931 “Via Siberia” to Japan

THE ‘GRAF ZEPPELIN' ROUND-THE-WORLD FLIGHT OF 1929
carried commercial mail to Tokyo with other-destination-mail
being forwarded by airmail from Tokyo.

Zeppelin Route:
Friedrichshafen-Berlin-Danzig-Kdnigsberg-Irkutsk-Tokyo
(15-19 August 1929)

GRAP ZEPPELIN FLIGHT FROM GERMANY TO JAPAN 'VIA SIBERIA’
WITH AIRMAIL FORWARDING FROM TOKYO-SHANGHAI

15 AUGUST 1929

Cover, postmarked at Friedrichshafen, Germany, having route endorsement
“With Air Ship Graf Zeppelin to Tokyo”
& supplemental routing cachet marking
“Friedrichshafen (Bodensee) - Tokyo"
sent to Shanghai, China. 9-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai, 23 August 1929”

RM 4.00...
Zeppelin International Letter-Rate.



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1929.. China-England
1923-1931 -~ Commercial Mail

‘Via Japan and Siberia’

BECAUSE OF
INSTABILITY IN
NORTH CHINA AND
POTENTIAL MAIL
TRANSIT DELAYS,
MAIL FROM
SHANGHAI
(Central Coastal
China) WAS
ROUTED BY SEATO
JAPAN AND RUSSIA
WITH MOVEMENT
OVER THE
NORTHERN BRANCH
OF THE TRANS-
SIBERIAN RAIL
NETWORK TO
EUROPE.

27 DECEMBER 1929
(Chinese Post Office)

Registered commercial
cover, postmarked at
Shanghai, Chinga,
with route endorsement
“Via Japan and Siberia”
sent to Manchester,

England.

Route:
Shanghai- (by sea) to Japan
& Viadivostok (Russia)-
Harbin-Manchouli-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-
England

31 Cents...

10+6 Cents.. Double-weight
(to 40 grams) infernational
letter-rate +

15 Cents.. Regisiration fee

(Validity: 1 October 1925 -
30 June 1930)



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1929.. Sinkiang-Sweden

1923-1931

‘Hedin Expedition’ Mail

SVEN HEDIN organized & led international
SINO-SWEDISH EXPEDITIONS THROUGH Mongolia, the Gobi Desert and SINKIANG
PROVINCE OF CHINA between 1927-1935, with archeologists, astronomers,
botanists, geographers, geologists, meteorologists and zoologists from Sweden,
Germany and China, resulting in findings which are still today being published
and vused in research.

THE EXPEDITION’S ASTRONOMER WAS ‘NILS PETER AMBOLT’,

SINKIANG INSPECTED & CENSORED
MAILTO SWEDEN

13 FEBRUARY 1929

‘Nils Peter Ambolt’ cover,
postmarked at
Tihwa (Wulumuchi/Urumchi), Sinkiang,
inspector-censored
(label attachment/red chop) at T'ach’eng

(Tahcheng/Dahcheng), Sinkiang
(border town with Russia),

with route endorsement
“Via Siberia - Moscow”
sent to Lund, Sweden.

Transit Postmark:
(front)
“Tahcheng,

28 February 1929”

Front

Probable Route:
(Caravan-route) ..
Tihwa-Tahcheng-Sarebryansk (Russia)-
(by rail) Omsk-Moscow-

St. Petersburg-(ship) Stockholm-Lund

10 Cents...
UPU International Single-Weight (1/2 ounce) Letter-Rate



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1930.. China-Argentina
1923-1931 Mail

CHINATO SOUTH AMERICA ‘VIA SIBERIA" & EUROPE MAIL

23 APRIL 1930
(Chinese Post Office)

Commeircial cover,
postmarked at Chefoo, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 32-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)

“Buenos Aires, 19 May 1930”

Probable Route:
Chefoo- (by sea) to Dalny-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-
(by sea) o Buenos Aires

10 Cents...
UPU international Single-Weight {20 grams) Lefter-Rate
(Validity: 1 Jan 1923 - 30 June 1930)



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1930.. North Manchuria
1923-1931 Mail to Southern Europe

IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT THE PURCHASE & RESALE ELSEWHERE OF POSTAGE STAMPS
SOLD IN MANCHURIA, WHERE THE CURRENCY WAS DEPRECIATED,
IN 1927
THE CHINA POST OFFICE OVERPRINTED THEIR REGULAR ISSUE OF 1923-1926
FOR USE IN THE PROVINCES OF KIRIN & HELLUNGKIANG.

RBESR

23 AUGUST 1930
(Chinese Post Office)

Registered commercial mail,
postmarked at Harbin, Manchuria, China, with route endorsement
“Via Russia”
sent to Athens, Greece. 21-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark
(Reverse)

“Athens, 13 September 1930”

Probable Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Munich-Vienna-Zagreb-Belgrade- Athens

25 Cents...
15 Cents.. Single-weight (to 20 grams) lefter-rate

+ 10 Cents regisiration fee.
(Validity: 1 July 1930 - 28 February 1931)



Rail: Shanghai-Pukow-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk

RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES

1930 .. ‘Via Siberia’
1923 - 1931

DERULUFT Airmail

Airmail between Europe & the Soviet Union commenced soon after the conclusion of a peace
treaty between Germany & the USSR in May 1921 along with establishment of DERULUFT, a joint
Russian-German Airline, in November 1921. The first air service route was between
Moscow and Kénigsberg, East Prussia, Germany, in May 1922.

BY 1930, A MORE EXTENSIVE AIR ROUTE OF 'BERLIN-DANZIG-KONIGSBERG-RIGA-SMOLENSK-
MOSCOW-IRKUTSK' (Siberia) TOOK EFFECT.

N - Ee Obenaus -

o %% MAX NOSSLER & CO., G.M.B.H.
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18 AUGUST 1930
Registered commercial cover, postmarked CHINA-GERMANY COMMERCIAL MAIL BY RAILWAY

at Shanghai, China, with
Chinese/French/German/Russian cachets
“Par Avion", “Luftpost” (= Airmail)
sent to Cologne, Germany, 18-day transit time.

DI
Transit & Arrival Postmarks (X et
(Reverse) &
“Harbin, 23 August 1930”
"Moscow, 3 & 5 September 1930”
“Cologne, 5 September 1930”

FROM SHANGHAITO IRKUTSK
AND AIRMAIL FROM IRKUTSK TO GERMANY

Route:
Air: Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Cologne

$3.63...
15+9+9 Cents.. triple-weight letter (40 grams) +
15 Cents.. Regisiration fee +
45 Cents.. Air Surcharge (China/Zone 3) +
$1.50.. Airmail Irkutsk-Moscow +
$1.20.. Airmail Moscow-Germany

Reverse



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1931 .. ‘Via Siberia’
1923 - 1931 DERULUFT & EURASIA Airmail

In February 1930, ‘Eurasia Aviation Corporation’ (China) was established
with commencement of service in 1931 having three main routes,
one of which was Shanghai to Manchouli (Manchvria).

Together with the earlier-established air carriers DERULUFT/DOBROLET & EURASIA, using
the rail network, enabled movement of mail by ‘air-land-air' from Shanghai to Berlin
in less time than by rail alone.

BY 1931, EUROPEAN AIRMAIL COULD BE SENT FROM BERLIN TO IRKUTSK WITH DERULUFT-DOBROLET
AIRLINES, THEN BY RAILWAY FROM IRKUTSK TO MANCHOULI (Manchuria), THEN AGAIN BY EURASIA
AIRLINES FROM MANCHOULI-PEKING-SHANGHAI

R e
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This cover was on the third last flight on the Manchouli Route (5™ flight from Berlin),
since another plane on the same route was shot down on 2 July 1931, whereupon
air traffic was interrupted. Occupation of Manchuria by Japanese Forces
in September 1931 ended the air route Manchouli-Peking.

25 JUNE 1931
Airmail cover, postmarked
at Gotha, Germany, with route-endorsement
“Par avion au dela de Moscow ef en Chine” & “Via Siberia”
sent to Shanghai, China. 17-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Berlin, 26 June 1931"
"Manchouli, 7 July 1931”
“Shanghadi, 11 July 1931”

RM 1.25..
25 Pfg.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International Letter-Rate +
1.00.. Single weight airmail surcharge



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1931 .. Rail & Airmail
1923 - 1931 to North America

North American-Bound mail from Western Siberia
was rovted
BY RAIL TO MOSCOW, AIRMAILTO BERLIN WITH LUFTHANSA & SURFACE TO AMERICA.

COMMERCIAL REGISTERED MAIL FROM WESTERN SIBERIA
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sender was an American engineer working for Freyn Engineering Company of Chicago,
contractor to build a steel plant at Kuznetsk. Wellman Engineering Company of Cleveland,
the recipient, manufactured equipment for the plant.

12 SEPTEMBER 1931 —
Registered commercial airmail, postmarked I /it ,
Kuznetsk, Siberia, sent to Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., i s \
17-day transit time. U G S

Transit & Arrival Postmarks DAY
(Reverse)
“Kuznetzk, 12 September 1931”
"Berlin, 17 September 1931”
“ New York, 25 September 1931”
“Cleveland, 29 September 1931”

Route:
Rail.. Kuznetzk-Tomsk-Moscow
Air.. Moscow-Berlin
Surface.. Berlin-Hamburg-New York-Cleveland

70 Kopecks.. s
Single-weight (20 grams) infernational registered airmail Reverse



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1931 .. Northern Rail Route
1923 - 1931

Japan-Austria

Despite political and border tensions between Russia & Japan involving
Manchuria, mail sent from Japan to Evrope continued to be moved by sea
from Tsuruga, Japan, to Vladivostok, Russia, and then continved
OVER THE “NORTHERN"” ALL-RUSSIA TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAIL ROUTE TO MOSCOW-BERLIN AND BEYOND.

Dr. OTTO KRESTA

c/o S. GOTO FU-.UNDO COMPANY, LTD. * / .
AWAJICHO, KANDA o REE N
TOKYO, JAPAN A G gk

ol W
RIOKIO | 4
FOKIO

JAPAN-AUSTRIA REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL

19 DECEMBER 1931
(Japanese Post Office)

Commercial registered cover, postmarked
Tokyo, Japan, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Vienna, Austria.

Route:
Tokyo-Tsuruga- (by-sea) to Vladivostok-
(by-rail) to Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Vienna

26 Sen..

10 Sen.. Single-weight (20 grams) international lefter-rate
+

16 Sen.. Registration fee



RESUMPTION & EXPANSION OF MAIL SERVICES 1931 .. China-Germany Mail

1923 - 1931 Prior to ‘Mukden Incident” &
Japanese Invasion of Manchuria

Under the pretense that
the Chinese were
sabotaging the railroad
between Mukden &
Port Arthur in Manchuria
(the so-called
“MUKDEN INCIDENT"),
JAPANESE FORCES
STATIONED IN KOREA
INVADED MANCHURIA ON
18 SEPTEMBER 1931,
CONSIDERED TO BE THE
“UNOFFICIAL START”
OF WORLD WAR I

PRINTED-MATTER MAIL
TO GERMANY
JUST PRIOR
TO THE “MUKDEN INCIDENT”

10 AUGUST 1931
(Chinese Post Office)

Printed-matter wrapper,
postmarked at
Tientsin, China, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Holzminden, Germany.

Route:

Tientsin-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-

Berlin-Brunswick-Holzminden

4 Cenis..
UPU International
Printed-Matiter Rale
{up to 50 grams)



VIII. HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1932 Shanghai Invasion
1931-193¢9 Eyewitness Mail

In July 1931, the new Chinese Government supported a
BOYCOTT OF JAPANESE GOODS AS A RESULT OF ANTI-CHINESE RIOTS IN
JAPANESE-OCCUPIED KOREA.

That situation along with Japanese insinuation of Chinese sabotage to the rail line between
Mukden (THE ‘MUKDEN INCIDENT’) and Port Arthur on the Liaotung Peninsula, Japanese
controlled teritory, resulted in Japanese Forces (18 September 1931) entering and occupying
the eastern Manchurian cities of Antung, Changsun (Hsiking), Kirin & Yinkow along with
Harbin by 1932, resulting in interruption of operation on the eastern Chinese & southemn
Manchurian rail line sections of the trans-Siberian network.

ON 26 JANUARY 1932, HOSTILITIES ALSO COMMENCED AT SHANGHAI WITH BOMBARDMENT
OF THE CITY AND LANDING OF JAPANESE FORCES.

6 FEBRUARY 1932
Up-rated postal stationery card, postmarked at Shanghai, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
written by a German printer working in Shanghai, sent to his
brother & sister-in-law at Leipzig, Germany.

"Dear Brofther Oscar & Friedel,

in the meantime, you have, no doubt, heard about the fumult

in Shanghai. The Japanese fook revenge for the loss which they

had because of the boycoft (of Japanese goods).

The battle is currently confinuing. The Japanese are parficularly out
for us at our company, The Commercial Press. If was in flames on the
first night from bombers. It is, however, our hope that everything is
fireproof and a lof can be rescued. Since the Commercial Press is
relafively capital strong, everything will be rebuilf.

| personally have to temporarily suffer. | have moved my aparfment
to the consulate, and when everything is again clear, | shall go back
to my old apartment. Otherwise | have emerged well from the affair.”

“All Russia” Northern Route:
Shanghai- (by sea) to Vladivostok- (by rail) to Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Leipzig

15 Cents...
UPU Iintemational Postcard-Rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA
1931-1939

1931-1932 ..

Japan-Germany Commercial Mail

PRINTED MATTER
ML Yuasa & Co.

GINZA MAIN STREET

13 DECEMBER 1931 T s

Printed-matter
cover, postmarked
at Tokyo, Japan,
with route
endorsement

“Via Siberia” '
to Gé&rlitz, Germany Via 8iberia

LAY EMR Goerlitz

Als*ander 3erezowski

Route:
Tokyo-Vladivostok- Germany
Tschita-Irkutsk-

N PRINTED MATTER :
Berlin-Gorlitz P

L= B
2 Sen..
International .
printed-matter rate JH
for mail weighing up s
fo 50 grams. %

- ~

REGISTERED MAIL
THE HISHIHIRA CO., LTD.

GENERAL IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
P. O, BOX NO. 16
OSAKA., JAPAN

VIA SIBERIA

7 SEPTEMBER 1932

Registered cover,
postmarked at Osaka,
1 Japan, with route
‘Z ] endorsement
¥ en=fabriken “Via Siberia”

; to Hanover-Hainholz,
e Hannover-Hainholz, d 26-day transit time.

Mesers. Vereinigte Schmirgel-u. MeSe,

| : Arrival Postmark:
‘lR N 159 { : Germanye (Reverse)

1 Nopw 2 . “Hannover,
---- e 3 October 1932”

: iy - Route:
( f / /)

Tokyo-Viadivostok-
Tschita-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hanover

e C‘T": 1) 26 Sen...
EEUIJ L‘“". l(?+6$en..
Double-weight
(20-40 grams)
international
letter-rate +

10 Sen.. Registry fee



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA British Forces
1931-1939 ‘China Garrison’

The ‘Boxer Protocol Peace Agreement’ signed by China and twelve nations in September
1901 permitted the establishment of foreign garrisons in selected areas of China
along with military post offices.

BRITISH MILITARY POST OFFICES WERE ESTABLISHED AT SHANGHAIIN JANUARY 1926
(UNTIL 1940) AND AT TIENTSIN (UNTIL NOVEMBER 1937).

SOLDIER’S MAILTO
ENGLAND

30 JANUARY 1931

Cover, postmarked at
“Field Post Office 1”
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent fo Alton,
Hampshire, England.

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-Peking-
Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Hamburg-

England
1%z Pence... Military
concession single-weight
(o 20 grams)
letter-rate.
SAILOR’S MAILTO
ENGLAND
DECEMBER 1933

— - - -

S
' Cover, written by a sailor
aboard a British naval
vessel at Shanghai,
un-postmarked &
un-franked with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Plymouth, Devon,
England, with postage
& penalty due.

Arrival Postmark:
“Received from
! H.M. Ships.. London, -
January 1934"

-

Probable Route:
Shanghai-(by sea)
Dalny-Viadivostok-

Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-London

3 Pence Posiage Due:
1% single-weight letier
+ 1%z penally



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1931-1939

French Forces’
‘China Garrison’

In addition to British Forces remaining in China after the Boxer Confiict,
French Forces remained retaining their military post offices at both
Shanghai & Tientsin as well as aboard their Yangtze River Fleet
and at Shaameen Island, Canton.

¢P\CERIE X FRYj
J. QUEGUINER

19, Rue des Minimes, 19
SAINT4POL~DE~LEON

( inistére)

INBOUND UNDER-FRANKED COVER FROM FRANCE SENTTO AN OFFICER
WITH THE FRENCH FAR EAST FORCES AT SHANGHAI

31 DECEMBER 1932

inbound cover, postmarked at Saint-Pol-de-Leon,

France, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia™
sent to Shanghai, China,
with short postage + penalty due.
33-days transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai, 2 February 1932”

Probable Route:
France-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-
Peking-Pukow-Shanghai

Fr. 0.50 postage ...
with 33 Cents postage + penally due
(covering Fr. 1.50 rate applicable)

Reverse




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA  1932.. Suspended Mail Service
1931-1939 Eastern Manchuria

By 1932, Japanese
Forces had
occupied most of
Eastern Manchuria
and controlled the
Chinese Eastern &
Southern
Manchurian Rail
Line intersection at
Harbin,
part of the
southern trans-
Siberian rail
network, with
MAIL FLOW TO
EASTERN
MANCHURIA
NOW INTERRUPTED,
RE-DIRECTED,
HELD AND/OR
RETURNED TO
SENDER.

27 DECEMBER 1932

(Geman Post Office)

Printed-matter wrapper,
postmarked at Munich,
Germany, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Yenki, Kirin
Province, Eastern
Manchuria,

“Service Suspended” fo
Yenki because of
hostilities from the

Japanese invasion and

ongoing occupation of

Manchuria. Mail also
marked “Refurn fo
Sender” (probably at

Harbin) and re-directed

to the Chinese Post Office

at Shanghai, first amriving
there on
& February 1933.

Probable Route:
Munich-Berlin-Moscow-
Irkutsk-Harbin-
interruption and re-
directionin 1933 to
Shanghai

10 Pfennig...
Printed-matter rate for
mail 50-100 grams

weight.



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1932-1934.. “Via America”
1931-1939 Mail Routing

Between 1932-1934, Japanese occupation of Manchuria resulted in a Chinese
boycott of mail service to Manchuria causing an interruption of mail traffic
to/from Europe over the Manchurian & Eastern Chinese Railways’
portion of the Trans-Siberian-Far East Network.

TO BYPASS THE INTERRUPTION, THE GERMAN POST OFFICE ROUTED
FAR-EAST-BOUND MAIL “VIA AMERICA"
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29 JULY 1933
(German Post Office)

Registered cover, postmarked at Wuppertal-Elberfeld, with route endorsement
“Via America”
sent to Shanghai, China. 31day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Shanghai, 29 August 1933”

Route:
Wuppertal Elberfeld-Hamburg-New York-San Francisco-Shanghai

60 Pfennig...
25 Pfg.. Single-weight (20 grams) international letter-rate +
30 Pfg.. Regisiration fee +
5 Pfg.. Convenience franking



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1932.. Rise of "Manchukuo”
1931-1939

By 18 February 1932, “MANCHURIA’ was occupied by Japanese forces,
establishing the Japanese vassal-state of “MANCHUKUO" in March,
having its capital at Changsun (renamed “Hsinking”) with
abdicated (1912) Chinese Emperor Henry Pu-Yi, as regent.

JAPANESE CONTROL OF MANCHUKUO WITH ITS MANCHURIAN RAILWAY BRANCH
CONNECTING TO THE CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY RESULTED IN A CHINESE BOYCOTT
OF MAIL TRANSIT BETWEEN 1932-1934 ... PREVENTING MAIL
TO/FROM EUROPE & CHINATHROUGH MANCHUKUO, RESUMPTION AGAIN IN 1935.

25 MAY 1937

Commercial cover,
postmarked at Harbin,
Manchukuo,
with route
endorsement
“Via America”
sent to Basel (Basle),
Switzerland

Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Frankfurt/Main-Basel

20 Fen...
Single-Weight
Intermational
Letter-Rate
Postage stamp
illustrates Henry Pu-Yi
R e R = = — 12 DECEMBER 1937
Registered cover,
postmarked at Harbin,
Manchukuo,
with route endorsement
“Via America”
sent to Kazanlik,
Bulgaria.

17-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Kazanlik, 29 December
1937”

Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Munich-Vienna-
Bulgaria

36 Fen...
20 Fen.. Single-Weight
Lefter-Rate +
16 Fen.. Regisiration fee




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1932-1934 Manchuria ..
1931-1939 Chinese Mail Boycott

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION
OF MANCHURIA & ITS VASSAL-STATE ‘MANCHUKUO’,
boycotting mail to/through ‘via the trans-Siberian rail network’ .... ending in 1935... with bypassing
such boycott with Europe-bound madil only by courier mail to Manchukvo for forwarding with the
Manchurian Rail/Trans-Siberian Railways, or by ship ‘via Suez’ or ‘via America’.

(6) JUNE 1934 Cert. Haveman

« Triple-weight cover, 15 Cents franking, postmarked at Shanghai,
sent to the German Embassy at Peiping (8 June 1934) requesting mail be
forwarded to Germany (manuscript note on cover front) attempting
to bypass Chinese postal boycott;

. Mail, affixed with Japanese postage (10 Sen) for a single-weight cover,
re-directed address applied, taken by courier and dropped in a Mukden
mailbox, postmarked 1 December 1934;

. Mail found to be under-franked by the Japanese Post Office requiring
30 Centimes/Pfennig postage due;

. Because of damage, the cover was officially sealed at Kétzschenbroda,
Germany, with delivery on 15 December 1934 per manuscript note
on reverse of cover.

Route endorsement: “Germany via Siberia”.
192 day transit time.

Route:
Shanghai-Peiping-Moukden (by courier)-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Kétzschenbroda




1935.. Commercial Mail
Manchukuo-Germany

HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA
1931-193¢9

MAILTO
‘GERMAN BANK
FOR COLONIAL-

GERMAN

SETTLEMENTS’

3 May 1935

Cover,
postmarked
at Harbin,
Manchukuo,
with route
endorsement
“Germany via
Siberia”,
sent to Berlin,
Germany.

Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin

CATHOLIC
MISSION
MAIL

DECEMBER, 1935

Cover,
postmarked at
Yenki,
Manchukuo,
with route
endorsement
“Germany
Via Siberia”
to Bruchsal,
Baden, Germany.

Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Stuttgart-Bruchsal

10Fen ...
Single-weight (20 grams) infernational letter-rate.




HOSTILITIES & WAR
IN
MANCHURIA & CHINA

1931-1939

1933.. Japanese Control of the
“Liaotung Peninsula”

By 1933, Japanese \

Forces had control
of Manchuvuria and
controlled the
trans-Siberian
railway feeder
lines .. Southern
Manchuvrian &
Chinese Eastern
Railways .. to
DALNY (DARIEN)
ON THE CHINESE
LIAOTUNG
PENINSULA, WHERE
A JAPANESE POST
OFFICE WAS
ESTABLISHED.

29 MARCH 1933

(Japanese Post Office)

Registered
commercial mail,
postmarked at the

Japanese Post Office
at Darien, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Paris, France.

Transit Postmark:
“Hsinking,
31 March 1933”

Route:
Darien-Hsinking
(Harbin)-Irkutsk-

Moscow-Berlin-Paris

5 32 Sen...

: ) 10+6 Sen... Double-

. weight (40 grams)

= international
letter-rate +

\ 16 Sen.. Registration

fee



1932... Formosa & Korea..

HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA
1931-1939 Mail to Europe

The Sino-Japanese War of 1895 with resulting ‘Peace Treafy of Shimonoseki’
acknowledged the independence of Korea, albeit with Japan effectively controlling
the government ending with full annexation in 1910. Under the same treaty, Formosa

was ceded to Japan and remained occupied until its WWII defeat in 1945.

JAPANESE POSTAGE STAMPS & RATES WERE USED IN KOREA FROM 1905-1945
AND ON FORMOSA FROM 1895-1946.

FORMOSA TO Vs ofn o'/ 4
SWITZERLAND PRINTED- v

MATTER

31 DECEMBER 1932 /v/m/wv. - AR /;/a%’ T
Printed-maitter, g :,f
postmarked at Taihoku E &,WW /’ o/ ['(D(
(Taipei), Formosa, with = e 7 :
Yerriickawredon

route endorsement >
“Via Siberia” \ o ol
to ZGrich, Switzerland. % aj’f‘" A gt
Probable Route: Z M:’/M %
oo AR /J z )

/
7

Taipei-Viadivostok-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Basel- :
ZGrich ——
2 Sen... Printed-maiter rate .
(to 50 grams).
COMMERCIAL
MAIL FROM
- oo oy — KOREATO
: GERMANY
28 MARCH
1932
Commercial
mail,

postmarked at
Keijo (Seoul),
; Korea, with
& £ 1 eu route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Stuttgart,
Germany.

Horren Fr«. Wechssler

O Route:
=_—.==:::.:=—.=============== seoU"
Viadivostok-
Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Stuttgart

10 Sen..
UPU
Intemational
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Lefter-Rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1933.. Missionary Mail
1931-1939 North China-Germany

NORTH CHINA WAS THE FIRST AREA OF CHINATO BE UNITED BY THE
NATIONALIST GOVERNMENT OF GENERAL CHANG KAI-SHEK
BETWEEN 1926-1936.

Shantung Province in North China
had many German-established missions, hospitals and schools.

SHANTUNG, NORTH CHINA, CATHOLIC MISSION
MAIL TO GERMANY

1933

Cover, postmarked at Taikiachwang/Tsining, China
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia to Germany”
sent to Fischach/Augsburg, Germany.

Probable Route:
Taikiachwang-Peking-Pukow-Shanghai- (by sea) to Vladivostok- (by rail) Kiachta-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin- Augsburg-Fischach

25Cents ...
Single-weight (20 grams) international lefter-rate.
(Validity: 1 February 1931 - 31 January 1936)



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1931-1933 ..

1931-1939 Missionary Mail fo Germany
MISSIONARY MAIL
POSTMARKED =
1931, 1932,1933 ’V\—‘E % m%
RHENISH MISSION
2 July 1933 84, BONHAM ROAD.

HONG KONG.
Covers, —
postmarked at
Hong Kong with Via Siberia.
route endorsement T T TTTTT
“Via Siberia”
sent to Stuttgart,
Germany

Herrn

BN RS R E G

RHENISH MISSION
st aliney s 84, BONHAM ROAD,
TEL. 20314
HONG KONG

via Siberia!l

Probable Route: Herrn
Hong-Kong- i ;
(by sea) to TR PR o S L e

Viadivostok-
(by rail) to Tschita-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Stuttgart
Stuttgart-Cannsta td
20Cents. B caameseescssees e s sc e e o e e ———————————
International Cernany! Wiesenstrasse 52, IlI.
single-weight | =memTmssmescssesr
(20 grams)
lefter-rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1933/35.. -
1931-1939 Hong Kong to Europe

POSTAGE DUE MAIL
TO ENGLAND

2 JULY 1933 o V/ élBER'/A ¥ ; ’

Unfranked,
postage due letter cover,

postmarked at Hong Kong . o : -
(reverse) ‘ . / ko f )Y, Y
with route endorsement N AES i v

“Via Siberia”
sent to Plymouth, Devon,
England

Probable Route:
Hong-Kong-

(by sea) to Vladivostok- (by
rail over the northern route) to
Tschita-lkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Hamburg-London-

Plymouth

5 Pence Postage Due..
2%, Pence.. International
single-weight letter-rate +

22 Penalty it

COMMERCIAL
MAILTO
SWEDEN

o

(’

28 MAY 1935

THE SWEDISH TRADING COMPANY. LIMITED,¢ 4]
HONGKONG AQT

R RE BR[O

B ,\‘

Cover front,
postmarked at
Hong Kong
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
Stockholm,
Sweden.

Y

Probable
Route:
Hong Kong-
(by sea)
Vladivostok-
(by rail over
the northern
route) Tschita-
Irkutsk-Omsk-
St. Petersburg-
(by seaq)
Sweden

20 Cents...
UPU International Single-Weight (20 grams) Letter-Rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1933/36 ..
1931-1939 China-France Mail

STANDARD LETTER MAIL

14 JULY 1933
(China Post Office)

Single-weight cover
postmarked at Peiping, China
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Paris, France.
32-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Paris,

15 August 1933”

LS Yy Sos

5

B

CNCO0.25..
Single-weight (20 grams)
International letter-rate.
(Validity:

February 1933 - 31 Ocfober 1934)

REGISTERED MAIL
R ~No. 3634 4 NOVEMBER 1936

Cover, postmarked at
Tientsin, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”, sent to
Benon, France.
16-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“20 November 1936”

Probable Route:

St i Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-
M » /% ke Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-

Paris-Benon

Z A CNC 0.50...
gt f/:——‘? CNC 0.25 international

single-weight (20 grams)
letter-rate +
CNC 0.25 Registration fee

(Validity:1 February 1936 -
31 August 1939)

Reverse




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1934.. Germany-U.S.A.
1931-1939 ‘Via America’ Routed Mail

RESULTING FROM THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF MANCHUKUO & INTERRUPTION
OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE NETWORK BETWEEN 1932-1934,
GERMAN-ORIGIN USA-BOUND MAIL WAS ROUTED BY SEA FROM HAMBURG
THROUGH THE EAST COAST, U.S.A.

“TRANS-SIBERIAN EXPRESS” ENDORSED-MAIL ROUTED ‘VIA AMERICA’

14 MAY 1934

Advertising cover, postmarked
at Stultgart, Germany,, with cachet endorsement
“Trans Siberian Express”
to Burlingame, Cadlifornia, and re-directed,
upon arrival, to Paxton, California.
15-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Burlingame 29 May 1934”

Route:
Stuttgart-Hamburg- (by sea) to New York (by rail) to Chicago-San Francisco-
Burlingame-Paxton

25 Pfennig ...
Single-weight (20 grams) Infernational letter-rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1934.. Airmail ‘Via Siberia’
1931-1939 Germany- Japan

Despite the trans-Siberian northern (all Russia) route availability for ‘
surface Evropean mail to Japan,
FASTER AIRMAIL FLGHTS,
similar fo the 1929 Zeppelin flight,
FOLLOWED THE GOVERNMENT-APPROVED TRAIN ROUTE FOR
SAFETY & NAVIGATION PURPOSES.

5 //75(%/8/ ben!
V4

MIT LUFTPOST

'i:;.. 4 . > f‘ : E‘i
PAR AVION \{ Dr'.lb’.i"l" uls. - fie 15 Lol .}‘\<
./ f a8 e =g
Rar @yior ;SQ e /‘/oscou
Herrn

Dr. Kenji Takahashi
Kyoto, Sankyoku/Japan

Tenaka Takahara-cho

& E B o Rt 3 2%

o B O o
AN DSBS

-
—

Itsusujime, 26 Banchi

REGISTERED COMMERCIAL AIRMAIL GERMANY-JAPAN

6 APRIL 1934

(German Post Office)

Registered commercial airmail, postmarked
at Magdeburg-Buckau, Germany,, with endorsement
“Par avion au dela de Moscou”
sent to Kyoto, Japan.

Probable Route:
Magdeburg-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Vladivostok-
Tokyo-Kyoto

Mk 1.05...

25 Pfg.. Single-weight (20 grams)
Interndational letter-rate +
50 Pfg.. Airmail Surcharge +
(up to 10 grams)

30 Pig.. Registration fee



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1935.. Airmail ‘Via Siberia’
1931-1939 Chad (Central Africa)
to China

REOPENING OF THE SOUTH MANCHURIAN & EASTERN CHINESE
RAILWAYS IN 1935
enabled surface Evropean China-bound mail to again transit
the full ‘via Siberian’ network, including surface mail to Manchouli
to be forwarded by air with Eurasia Airways to southern China.

'REPUBLIOHE: FRA CAISE

AIRMAIL FROM THE FRENCH COLONY OF CHAD TO SHANGHAI

5 AUGUST 1935

Lightweight “Air Afrique” postal stationery cover,
postmarked at Fort Lamy, Chad, with endorsement
“Par Avion via Paris-Moscow-Siberia”
sent to Shanghai, China.
18-day transit time

Transit Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Paris, 9 August 1935”
“Berlin, 9 August 1935”

Manuscript Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai, 23 August 1935

Route: ‘ Ré;ersle
Chad-(Air Afrique-Sabena)-Paris-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-
(by rail) to Manchouli-Tientsin-Pukow-Shanghai

Fr5.00...
Single-weight (10 grams)
International letter-rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1935..

1931-1939 China-Germany
Commercial Mail

Ae cslored. ’
% W. LEIDLOFF "\"*i—w\,,\/\, \

fi AT TR _Via gSiberia.

B : Germany. e

" Herren

Saﬁson-.Apparatobau ks & b

Frankfurt a/Main- @sthafen.

SHANGHAI-ORIGIN REGISTERED COMMERCIAL MAIL TO GERMANY
13 JULY 1935

Registered cover,
postmarked at Shanghai, China,

with route endorsement
“Registered Via Siberia Germany”
to Frankfurt/Main, Germany.
19-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Frankfurt (Main),
31 July 1935”

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Frankfurt/Main

CNC0.40...
0.20.. Single-weight (20 grams)
International letter-rate +

0.20 Registration fee Reverse
(Validity: 1. June 1935 - 31 January 1936)



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1931-1939

1936..

China-Austria
Registered Mail

B o X
R[ No. 110&1

g g Leknar

8 FEBRUARY 1936

Registered cover,
postmarked at Shanghai, China with endorsement
“Via Siberia "
sent to Vienna, Austria.

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-Munich-Vienna

CNC0.50...
0.25.. Single-weight (20 grams)
International letter-rate +

0.25 Registration fee
(Validity: 1. February 1936 - 1 September 1939)

Reverse



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1936..

1931-1939 Japan-Germany

Customs Inspected Mail
15 JANUARY 1936

Double-weight i
cover, postmarked

at Tokyo, Japan, |

with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia” ~ 4 *(
with Customs | JAL

inspection at
Plaven, Germany.

17 SEPTEMBER 1936

REGISTERED CUSTOMS-INSPECTED

> JAPAN-GERMANY MAIL
Registered cover,

postmarked at Tokyo, Japan, with route endorsement

“Via Siberia”
sent to Plaven, Germany, : =
opened & inspected for possible \\ e c)f;;}{ Hvmrey Hiogpil ¢ G
cumnrency-violation and officially sealed. 3 § L gl ¢ :
20-day transit time. I e
= -~ , > =
& JLot s e - Ent | 20
Arrival Postmark: A ¢ —_ \7’\ N
(Reverse) 3 g o 4 2, T B /4)
“Plaven, 7/8 October 1936 NELY o o s
3 ’ 2\\G_ </
Route: o AT —,\i \E‘*L_’, PN
Tokyo-Vladivostok-Tschita-Irkutsk-Moscow- T B S g e R, 5 P
- - 477 8ar \ W=7 r 7 L wr
Berlin-lelpng-Plauen nisb't:nnd) ‘2-1“ M']‘zn?ibnmad;‘iii' 1o ‘Tmisb:r’:qn\Aj‘//ﬂ‘B
Hamtlih -1 3ollamtlidhy = sonmamtnia 14 Extuamed
26 Se“ . 1edffnet gedffuet gebffae geifjux
10+6 Sen.. Double-weight (20-40 grams) .
International letter-rate + e

10 Sen.. Registration fee



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1935-36..
1931-1939 y - ina-England Mail
PRINTED-MATTER 4 /\

Ch

28 NOVEMBER 1935

Printed-matter cover,
postmarked at Changyea,
Shansi Province, China,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Bristol, England.

Probable Route:
Changyea, Shanghai-
Pukow-Peking-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Hanburg-london-
Bristol

4 Cents..
Single-rate (50 grams)
international

printed-matter rate
(Validity:
1 June 1935 - 31 January 1936) &
' DOUBLE-WEIGHT

LETTER MAIL
24 OCTOBER 1936

Cover, postmarked

at Wuhu, China, with

route endorsement
“Via Siberia”

to Radletft, England.

23-day transit time.

Transit Postmark;
(Reverse)
“Tientsin,

26 October 1936”

Amival Marking:
(Front)

“16 November
1934”

Probable Route:
Wuhu-Tientsin-
Peking-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Hamburg-
England

40 Cents...
25+15Cents ..
Double-weight

(to 40 grams)

international
lefter-rate
(Validity: 1 Feb. 1936 -
31 August 1939)



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1936.. Nanking
1931-1939

Already in June, 1928, the Nationalist Government established the City of
Nanking as its capital. Between 1928-1936, the National Government, fighting a
civil war with the Communist Government, attempted to unify Chinese provinces
under the “Nationalist Front” of General Chiang Kai-Shek.

‘1936’ WOULD BE THE LAST PEACEFUL CHRISTMAS FOR NANKING.

CHINESE 1936 CRHISTMAS CARD
NANKING TO GERMANY

30 NOVEMBER 1936

Printed-matter cover, postmarked at
Nanking, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Berlin-Zehlendorf, Germany.

Transit Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Tientsin,
1 December 1936"

Probable Route:
Nanking-Tientsin-Peking-Mukden-Harbin-
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin

CNC0.05...
International printed-matter rate for mail
weighing up to 50 grams.
(Validity: 1 Feb. 1936 — 31 August 1939)

“PEACETO YOU"
(Old Chinese Font)




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA  1937.. In-Bound China-Mail
1931-1939 Prior to The Fall of Nanking

IN-BOUND ENDORSED “URGENT DESPATCH PRINTED-MATTER"
SENT PRIOR TO THE FALL OF NANKING

11 JULY 1937

Printed-matter cover. postmarked
at Berlin, Germany, with route endorsement
“Nanking/Via Siberia”
sent to Nanking, China.
18-day transit time.

Transit Postmark: Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse) (Reverse)
“Tientsin, “Nanking,
27 July 1937” 29 July 1937

Probable Route:
Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-Tientsin-
Pukow-Shanghai-Nanking

5 Pfennig ...
International printed-matter rate for mail up to 50 grams in weight.



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1937..
1931-1939

‘Marco Polo Bridge Incident’
(Begin of Sino-Japanese War)

On 7 July 1937,
Japanese troops on
night maneuvers at

Lukouchiao, about 9
miles SW of Peking,
clashed with Chinese
troops, whereupon
Japan sent an
ultimatum to China,
which was ignored,
resulting in Japanese
occupation of
PEKING (28 July) &
TIENTSIN (29 July).
On 11 August, a
Japanese naval
force landed at
SHANGHAIresulting
in fierce fighting.

28 OCTOBER 1937
(China Post Office)

Registered printed-
matter front,
postmarked at
Shanghai, Ching,

with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia™
sent to
Wousterhausen,
Germany.

“This cover was
mailed during the
Probable Route: on-going hostilities
Shanghai- (by ship) to Viadivostok- (by rail) at Shanghai
to Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Wusterhausen between
35CNC... 11 A =
10 CNC.. Up to 100 giams piinted-matter + 8 November
25 CNC.. Regishation fee whereupon the city

surendered.



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1937.. The “Panay Incident”
1931-1939 & The Fall of Nanking
Continuing their invasion of China and, having just

occupied Shanghai, Japanese Forces attacked the United States Vessel ‘Panay’
as well as British Yangtze River gun boats near Nanking on 12 December 1937.

BY 13 DECEMBER 1937, THE CITY OF NANKING

WAS OCCUPIED BY JAPANESE FORCES.
On 20 November 1937, the Nationalist Chinese Government moved to CHUNGKING,

* .
VIA SIBIRIA.-- Germany.--—

S. H.
Herrn Oberst Hederich
! Tl
| '3'8}2\ v/
9 ~' Berlinswﬁa/rlottenburg l
» . Heereswaffenamt- Jebenstr.
o
% {
11 JANUARY 1937

Registered express cover, postmarked at
Nanking, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia --- Germany”
sent to Berlin-Charlottenburg, Germany.
21-day transit time.

REGISTERED EXPRESS MAIL SENT FROM THE
‘CHINESE MINISTRY OF WAR’
TO THE ‘GERMAN OFFICE OF MILITARY
WEAPONRY’ PRIOR TO THE FALL OF
TIENTSIN, PEKING & NANKING
Transit Postmark:

o 7. Y Ga
Arrival Postmark: ‘/: {,V'Lu.'m«l«:,wq
(Front) (Reverse) Hes Koo Poccscicos d‘m‘;
“Tientsin, “Berlin Charlottenburg, < f
13 January 1937" 1 February 1937” G, At
Y - L2 /7P
Probable Route: ﬁ{: I
Nanking-Tientsin-(by EURASIA) to F
Irkutsk (by rail) to-Moscow-Berlin )4
Gf, 4
CNC 1.00... 5 ’
0.25.. Single-weight (20 grams) %
international letter-rate + 3

0.75.. Registered express fee

Reverse



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1938.. Europe-Japan Mail
1931-1939 ‘Via Siberia’ Northern Route

MAILTO FRENCH
AMBASSADOR IN
JAPAN

18 FEBRUARY 1938

Cover, postmarked
at Pariis, France, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia™
sent to Tokyo, Japan.

Route:
Paris-Berlin-Moscow-
Irkutsk-Tschita-
Vladivostok-Tsuruga-
Tokyo

11.75...
Single-weight
(20 grams) international
letter-rate

GERMANY-JAPAN
POSTAL STATIONERY
CARD MAIL

26 MAY 1938

Postal stationery
card, postmarked at
Bad Ems, Germany,

A EDR. C. KRAY with route
*—‘E’ ; endorsement
B 44 C Bluf : “Via Siberia”
+ ® 4 [ sent to Yokohama,
e Nakaku L Japan.
] g »
| YOKOH i Route:
o ( ; HAMA v Bad Ems-Berlin-
2 cRm : JAPAN)  Moscow-lrkutsk-
B 5 e o ~ Tschita-Viadivostok-
"4 ' : 5 Tsuruga or
, , -
! -v i 3 vas ,«‘.,I..-u~.....:..,.. Y°k°h°m°
L. g 15 Pig...
N\ B infernational

postcard-rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1938.. Japan-England Mail
1931-1939 ‘Via Siberia’ All-Russia Route

TRADE SAMPLE
PARCELTO
ENGLAND

o

1938

0.,

Parcel clip,
postmarked
Kobe, Japan,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
London,
England.

Cler otss

BONA-FIDE TRADE SAMPLES EARWN F
o % e
HT

NET WE

Route:
Kobe-Tsuruga-
Viadivostok-
Tschita-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Berlin-
Hamburg-
London

LONDON,E.C. 4

CHEAPSIDE.,

40 Sen...
(2x 20 Sen = New
Die = 18.5x22mm
postage stamps)

.

International
Commeircial
Sample Rate
for mail up to
16 ouncesin
weight.

40, OLD CHANGE,

Post Office,
LONDON,,

epot,

. M. MAKOWER & Co.,

"C/O The Officer of Cusfoms and Excise,
Mount Pleasant .
Generj

SIBERIA
Messrs

ENGLAND.

Per
Vg e b SBs




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1939.. Blockade of French
1931-1939 & British Concessions at Tientsin

In an effort to enforce their control of occupied China and the objeciive to have
the existing small but important French & British garrisons at Tientsin, protectfing
their respective concessions there, evacuated,

ON 14 JUNE 1939, THE JAPANESE BLOCKADED THOSE CONCESSIONS.

FREE-FRANK FRENCH SOLDIER’S MAIL FROM THE
FRENCH FAR EAST MILITARY ARSENAL AT TIENTSIN

AUGUST 1938

Single-weight free-frank cover,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Dachstein, France.

L-‘,/.‘OEJ.A’pM 16" =BT %% Covcnald P 4L Lo

Cachet Mark:
“Occupation Corps for China
Quartermaster”

Arrival Postmark: = ’
(Reverse) i ~
“Dachstein,
9 September 1938”

“
Wty iy

Probable Route:
Tientsin-Peking-Mukden-Harbin- Reverse
Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin-Strasburg-Dachstein




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

GERMAN CUSTOMS
INSPECTED &
RESEALED
REGISTERED MAIL

8 MARCH 1939

Cover, postmarked
Shanghai, China, with
route endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
to Hamburg, Germany,
Inspected & resealed.
17-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hamburg,

25 March 1939"

Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-
Tientsin-Mukden-

Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Hamburg

CNC 0.50...

CNC 0.25.. Single-
weight (20 grams)
infernational lefter-rate
+CNC 0.25.. Regishry fee
(Validity:

1 February 1939 -

1 September 1939)

1939.. China-Germany Mail

1931-1939 Prior to Outbreak of WW II
— - o P g
nérom Sﬂ?u‘hal Nurseries
: P.0.Box 318 jung
ll:; Shanghei, China. REGISTERED %

The Aguerium Hamburg,
Richardstrasse 47,

Hamburg 2%,

GERJANY.

VIA SIBERIA

SHANGHAI
R No. 16086

P
|
/ /‘

COMMERCIAL
PRINTED MATTER MAIL

)

3 JANUARY 1939

Vi

Cover, printed matter
postmarked at
Shanghai, China,
with route endorsement

Herrn

Max Morgenroth und Frau Gemahlin “Via Siberia”
sent to Leipzig,
i.H.Berger & Wirth,Parbenfabriken Germany.
Route:

Shanghai-Pukow-
Tientsin-Mukden-
Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Leipzig

Waldbaurstr. 2
CNCO0.10...
Intemational printed
matter rate up fo
100 grams.
{Validity:

1 February 1936 -

1 September 1939)




HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1939-41.. Refugee Mail
1931-1939

to Shanghai

The Gleichschaltung Law (so-called “political coordination” law = elimination of
opponents) by the ‘Third Reich’ Government and the impact of societal regulations of the
‘Nuremberg Laws of 1935’, amended in 1938, people of Jewish faith altempied
emigration. Palestine, as a destination, was closed by the British,
while a number of countries were unwilling to accept refugees.

SHANGHAI REMAINED AS A FREE TRANSIT PORT AND DID NOT REQUIRE VISA ENTRY.

THE INFLUX OF REFUGEES TO CHINA RESULTED IN ELEVATED MAIL TRAFFIC FROM EUROPE,
BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 1939 - JUNE 1941 .. NOT REQUIRING SPECIFIC ROUTE ENDORSEMENT.

| Deutlches Beich

rex 133.3‘%T Daaxigervr,
¢/ Stern

Chaoufongroad, Lane 280
House 5 £

Rf 1C HJ
~

.
— ~
S 3

-

18 APRIL 1941 CHINA-BOUND ‘VIA SIBERIA’ REFUGEE

GERMAN-CENSORED MAIL SENT BY
Cover, postmarked at “SIEGFRIED ‘ISRAEL’ FLEISCHMANN"
Nuremberg, Germany, without route endorsement TO REFUGEE “LILI DANZIGER" AT SHANGHAI
sent to Shanghai, China
Arrival Postmark: :
(Reverse) AbS. Slepfried Jsrsel Fleisss -_'_;17;1.,._.__ g_ e z
“Shanghai, 14
... 19417

Probable Route:
Nuremberg-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-
Tientsin-Pukow-Shanghai

stinet

{3p¢

25 Pfennig... f
Single-weight (20 grams)
infernafional letter-rate

T . il

Reverse



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA 1939.. German Refugee
1931-1939 Early Mail to Shanghai

EARLY IN-BOUND REFUGEE MAIL WAS SENT TO THE SHANGHAI POST OFFICE AS ‘GENERAL DELIVERY’
UPON WHICH THE RECIPIENT PAID A STORAGE FEE UPON RECEIPT.

Upon the advent of the German Third Reich in 1933, the addressee, an attorney, was forced to
give up his law practice, survived as a stamp dealer until 1938
when he was arrested, permitted in 1939 to emigrate with his wife to Shanghai, and again
emigrated after WWII, under the German-immigration quota, to the United States,
where he lived and died at Salt Lake City in 1982 at age of 81 years old.

RAILWAY-POSTED (VIOLATION) GENERAL DELIVERY ENDORSED MAIL SENT BY “EMMY LICHENHEIM"
TO REFUGEE SON “DR. MAX LICHENHEIM™ AT SHANGHAI

——— o ——r—p— — e —— - D—

Y R R tn

//f/ﬁz i 25MAY 1939

* Ma r[mhn/ £ &
’ ! él’/?fra/pzfo f

/gflfmvﬂfa”f{ c)% an g/Z Qs

It restants. . RASGRY.
(% (na.
29 APRIL 1939

Un-inspected mail, lacking sender’s “Sara” insert

(violation), postmarked aboard “Train 285" from FL Leehrreheesrs Vlohries
Stralsund-Rostock, Germany, with route endorsement :
“Via Siberia” , : gyl e a

with acceptance from Shanghai general-delivery on g o f
22 May 1939 .. with 5 Cents fee paid.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Shanghai,
20 May 1939"

Probable Route: ~ -# S N
Rostock-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden- 20y y 9
Tientsin-Pukow-Shanghai \"&,

Reverse
25 Pfennig...
Single-weight (20 grams) infernational letter-rate



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1939-41.. Refugee Mail
1931-1939 to Shanghai

HAVING NO VISA RQUIREMENTS, AN ESTIMATED TWENTY THOUSAND EUROPEAN JEWS
FOUND TEMPORARY HOMES AT SHANGHAI
with some starting businesses, schools, theaters, etc., until they could obtain
visas to America, Australia, etc., or continued residency

MUNICH-
SHANGHAI
“ISAAC"
CENSORED
MAIL

24 JANUARY
1941

Cover,
postmarked at
Munich,
Germany, with
route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to

Shanghai, China.

Route:
Munich-Berlin-
Moscow-Irkutsk-
Harbin-Mukden-
Tienstsin-Pukow-

—— —ay— — ———

e

D. Pappenheimef

R

Mr. & Mrs.

..’?‘(l
! \

Via Sibierien China
P — e
f
. ; 4
200) Loty i
BERLIN-
AR o8 SHANGHAI
/ L 0], : ’7. . MSARA"
W I\'\H\l R ZUM SUDOSTEN CENSORED
: MAIL

@% ﬁ % B 16 APmILIA

Cover,
postmarked
at Berlin.
Germany,
with route

endorsement
“via Siberia”
/ sent to

Shanghai,
China.

/’0 Bax 13

Moscow-
Irkutsk-
Harbin-
25 Pfennig ... ATI::::’::
Single-weight (20 grams) international lefter-rate. Pukow-
(Validity: 1 January 1925 - April 1945) Shanghai



HOSTILITIES & WAR IN MANCHURIA & CHINA

1937-41.. Jewish Refugee Mail
1931-1939 from Shanghai
SHANGHAI-
VIENNA
CENSORED
12 FEBRUARY Ve
1940 et
Cover,
postmarked
Shanghai, China,
with route
endorsement )
“Via Siberia” &
sent to Vienna, 3
Austria. //X/J Z '
Route:
Shanghai-
Pukow-Tientsin-
Mukden-Harbin- B [\ AT s
Irkutsk-Moscow- B (/t?/l//./t/bt,»/ v O,
Berlin-Vienna | | — SR =
{ P
CNC 0.50... e ey &)
Single-weight 7
(20 grams)
international W"’
lefter-rate 174
(Validity:
1 Sept. 1939 -
31 Oct. 1941)
I i o e SHANGHAI-
FRANKFURT/
MAIN
wW. K PE LTZ CENSORED MAIL
320 SZECHU \ROAD 16 APRIL 1941
SHANGHA}...CHINA
Postcard,
postmarked at
Shanghai, China,
a% with route
’ indication
“Via Siberia”
Oﬁ sent to
Frankfurt/Main
60 Germany.
Route:

Shanghai-Pukow-
Tientsin-Mukden-

" i Harbin-Irkutsk-
/g ; ; ; - Moscow-Berlin-

Frankfurt/Main

CNC 0.30...
International
/ postcard-rate
(Validity:
1 Sept. 1939 -
Oct. 31, 1941)



IX. WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1939.. Eve of WWII
1939-1945 In-Transit ‘Via Siberia’ Mail

MAIL BAGS IN TRANSIT TO SOVIET-FRIENDLY NATIONS
ON 1 SEPTEMBER 1939
CONTINUED TO BE FORWARDED TO THEIR RESPECTIVE EUROPEAN
AND OTHER DESTINATIONS

PALESTINE-BOUND
MAIL FROM : x
MANCHUKUO ' >y

20 AUGUST 1939

View-card,
postmarked at Harbin,
Manchuria,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Tel Aviv,
Palestine, British-
censored,
upon arrival.

Probable Route:
Harbin-Irkutsk-
Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-
(by sea) to Tel Aviv

4 Fen..
UPU Interndtional
Postcard-Rate.
SWITZERLAND-BOUND
MAIL FROM CHINA

Shanghai. ;Ee .Soo;;'ow Creek = o 24 AUGUST 1939

ERRAS ; ' it . bl
X T E?‘ : ; e NE RS View-card,
. \ NN : postmarked at
] Shanghai, China, with
route endorsement
“Swifzerland via
Siberia”
sent to Thun,
Switzerland.
29-day transit time.

\

Manuscript Arrival
Inscription:
“22 September 1939

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Pukow-
Tientsin-Mukden-

Harbin-Irkutsk-
Moscow-Beilin-Basel-
Zirich-Thun

CNC 0.15... UPU International Postcard-Rate



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1939.. Eve of WWII Airmail

1931-1939 ‘Via Siberia’
China-Russia-England

‘LEAGUE OF NATIONS’
MAIL
TO SCOTLAND

11 AUGUST 1939
(China Post Office)

Cover, postmarked at
Kumming (Yunnanfuv),
China, with
endorsement
“By Airmail”
to Scotland.

Probable Route:
(Hamiata Airlines)

Kunming-Chungking-
Alma-Ata- (by rail)
Moscow- (airmail)

Berlin-London-
Scotland

$4.15...
25+15 Cents.. Double-

weight

(40 grams)
International letter-rate

+
$3.75.. Airmail
Surcharge

(0.75/5 grams)
(Validity: 23 July 1932 -
5 December 1939)

War in Europe
commenced on
. = 7R 1 September 1939
i with this madil amiving in

Reverse

1
| ¢ |
| & DN

flrsersT ey ity England just prior.




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1 September 1939..
1939-1945 Outbreak of War in Europe
“Via Suez" Mail

On 23 August 1939, Germany & the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression pact
avoiding early potential conflict between themselves for what would
take place in September by German Forces.

On 1 September 1939, using a pretext of a German
border-post being attacked by Polish troops, German Forces
invaded Poland, resulting in Britain et al nations declaring war
on Germany on 3 September.

EFFECTIVE 2 SEPTEMBER 1939, MAIL TO EUROPE FROM CHINA ‘VIA THE SIBERIAN RAILWAY
NETWORK’ WAS INTERRUPTED, REQUIRING OTHER ROUTES TO BE
UTILIZED FOR EUROPEAN NON-BELLIGERENT-NATION MAIL,
SUCH AS INITIALLY BY SEA “VIA SUEZ".

SECOND FLOOR
113 KIUKIANG ROAD
P. 0. BOX NO. 936
SHANGHAI, CHINA

"

Vea

i 3 4 - .
tiesere. Switzerland General Insurance Co.,Ltd.

EARLY-WORLD WAR Il CHINA-ORIGIN MAIL ROUTED
TO SWITZERLAND “VIA SUEZ"

2 SEPTEMBER 1939

Commercial cover,
postmarked at Shanghai, China, with route-endorsement
“Via Suez”
sent to Zirich, Switzerland.

Probable Route:
Shanghai-Singapore-Aden-
Suez Canal-Naples- (by rail) Zurich

CNC0.50...
Single-weight infternational (20 grams) letter-rate.



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1939 .. Reopening of
1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia’ Routed Mail

Upon conclusion of the German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact of 1939,
Relations between the two countries remained stable.

UPON GERMAN OCCUPATION OF POLAND IN SEPTEMBER 1939, AXIS-COUNTRY
MAIL ROUTED ‘VIA SIBERIA’ WAS AGAIN POSSIBLE BY ‘AUTUMN 1939" UNTIL
‘22 JUNE 1941°.

LATE 1939 GERMAN-ORIGIN CENSORED MAILTO THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
“VIA SIBERIA & JAPAN"

20 DECEMBER 1939

Cover, postmarked at Rothenbach (Waldenburg),
Province Silesia, with route endorsement
“Over Siberia” & Japan”
sent to Binghamton, New York.

Probable Route: »
Rothenbach-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Tschita-Charborowsk-Vladivostok-
(by sea) o Japan & San Francisco- (overland) to New York-Binghamton

25 Pfennig...

Single-weight international letter-rate.
(Validity: 1 January 1925 — April 1945)



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

AS A RESULT OF WAR CONDITIONS IN EUROPE AND THE
PREVAILING BLOCKADE OF GERMAN COMMERICAL SHIPPING TO
SOUTH AMERICA, MAIL DESTINED FOR ARGENTINA HAD TO MOVE

‘VIA SIBERIA' TO VLADIVOSTOK, THEN TO SAN FRANCISCO
(EITHER VIA JAPAN OR DIRECT), OVERLAND TO NEW YORK,
AND THEN BY SEA TO ARGENTINA.

SPECIAL GERMAN REDUCED OVERSEAS-BOUND PRINTED-MATTER RATE
15 NOVEMBER 1940

Special reduced German-rate for printed-matter,
postmarked at Hamburg, Germany, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia” &

“Drucksache zu erméBigter GebGhr”
sent to Buenos Aires, Argentina.



1940.. Germany-Argentina
‘Via Siberia’
Printed-Matter Mail

Probable Route:
Hamburg-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Tschita-Charborowsk-Viadivostok-
(by sea) to San Francisco (via Japan or direct) -

New York- (by sea) to Buenos Aires

5 Pfennig...
International-bound printed-matter
German-concession reduced-rate for mail weighing up fo 100 grams



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

BECAUSE OF WAR CONDITIONS IN EUROPE, THE ONLY
SURFACE ROUTE AVAILABLE FOR PRINTED-MATTER TO BE
SENT TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BETWEEN
AUTUMN 1939 - JUNE 1941 WAS ‘VIA SIBERIA’

IPRINTED-MATTER .. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA BOUND MAIL
11 JUNE 1940

Newspaper/printed-matter,
postmarked at Munich, Germany, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to the “Minneapolis Journal” at
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA.



1940.. Germany-U.S.A.
‘Via Siberia’
Printed-Matter Mail

Probable Route:

Munich-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Tschita-Charborowsk-Vladivostok-
(by sea) to San Francisco (via Japan or direct) — (overland) to
Minneapolis

10 Pfennig...
International-bound printed-matter
at standard-rate for mail weighing up to 100 grams




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940.. U.S.A.-Germany
1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia’ Mail

WARTIME CENSORED U.S.A-ORIGIN MAILTO GERMANY

UNITED

: 5 days, return to P s d [ STATES
MPORTING CO., INC,, A POSTAGE
111 W. Ohio St., P ;
’ HICAGO, ILL.
ﬂ Mr. George Sussmann
, Jungfreauental 18
, Hamburg 8
v / GERMANY
‘ p o :
= panese Steamer to Japan . -
“hence via Siberia g R
2 MARCH 1940

Chicago, lllinois, postmarked commercial cover,
route endorsement “Japanese Steamer fo Japan, Thence via Siberia”
British-censored (Bermuda), German-censored (Frankfurt/Main) sent to Humburg Germany

L.H.Schuman,
664 (Clearmont Drive,
Youngstown, Ohio

Mrs. Betty Schumann,
Loehnerstrasse 10/2,
Nuernberg - O.
Germany.

Vie Siberia.

23 SEPTEMBER 1940
Youngstown, Ohio, postmarked cover, route endorsement “Via Siberia”,
German-Censored (Frankfurt/Main), sent to Nuremberg, Germany.

Probable Route:
Youngstown-San Francisco-(by sea) to Yokohama-Tsuruga-Vladivostok- (by rail) Charbarowsk-
Tschita-Irkutsk-Moscow-Berlin- Frankfurt-Nuremberg



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940.. Denmark-China

1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia’
German Censored Mail

ON 9 APRIL 1940, GERMAN FORCES OCCUPIED DENMARK,
WHEREUPON ALL FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL
WAS HENCEFORTH CENSORED BY THE
‘HIGH COMMAND OF THE GERMAN MILITARY".

e o)
E {
Dr. N, Eskelund
2 Peking Road &
Glen Line Buildin é/
SHANGHATI
CHINA
44,
/ \"’\./
o

EARLY-OCCUPIED-DENMARK GERMAN-CENSORED
MAILTO CHINA

27 APRIL 1940

Early German-Censored cover,

(soon after occupation by German Forces)
postmarked at Copenhagen, Denmark, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Shanghai, China. 30-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai, May 27, 1940"

Probable Route:
Copenhagen-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-

Tientsin-Pukow-Shanghai
Reverse

30 Ore...
Single-weight (20 grams) international letter-rate



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

1940.. Netherlands-Dutch East Indies

‘Via Siberia & China’
German & Dutch Censored Mail

ON 10 MAY 1940, ALL DUTCH MAIL SERVICES STOPPED UPON THE GERMAN
INVASION OF HOLLAND, AGAIN STARTING DOMESTICALLY ON 29 MAY,
WITH MAIL TO THE DUTCH EAST INDIES ONLY POSSIBLE BETWEEN

22 JUNE - 23 JULY 1940 FOR THE REMAINDER OF WORLD WAR Il
(Dutch/German Postal Service Order H.304.bis)
BY WAY OF THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK & CHINA

OCCUPIED NETHERLANDS GERMAN-CENSORED
MAILTO THE DUTCH EAST INDIES BY WAY OF SIBERIA & CHINA

18 JULY 1940

Late-usage German-Censored Dutch-origin mail
(during 22 June- 23 July 1940 mail period)

postmarked at lisse, Netherlands
(“Flower Bulb Center"),

with route endorsement “Via Siberia & China”
sent to Lahat, Sumatra, Dutch East Indies, with Dutch-
Colonial censorship. 194(+)-day transit time.

Arrival Censor Postmark:
“Censor (Dutch East Indies),
28 January, 1941”

Probable Route:
Lisse-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Harbin-Mukden-
Tientsin-Pukow-Shanghai-(by sea) to Sumatra

122 Cent...
Single-weight (20 grams)
UPU Interndational Surface-Mail Letter-Rate

e

Reverse



WORLD WAR II & ITS EFFECTS

1940.. China-Austria
1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia’
Censored Registered Wartime Mail
VIA SIBIRIA,

TR - s

S5
&
No. 313 R
Herrn .}—Iof-r:ait Dr.

Franz B AR T

G Ao b

{/JGusshaus str. /7

n

] G ermany ww BUROPE.,
)

L4

4 SEPTEMBER 1940

SHORT-FRANKED REGISTERED & CENSORED
CHINA-AUSTRIA WARTIME MAIL
Registered censored cover,
postmarked at Tehchow (Shandong), China
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia” I
sent to Vienna (Austria), “Greater Germany /3\*‘\ (bg \ )
22-day transit time. (: %: \1 il
= e 1 3
Transit Postmark: Arrival Postmark: 5. Geprift, % ”‘ - |
(Reverse) (Reverse) ‘ ! S B gl P
“Tientsin, “Vienna, \g 9 » gy R 5 TV
5 September 1940” 26 September 1940” - \o. ¥ oy @€ 5
Sl e
Probable Route:
Tehchow-Tientsin-Mukden-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Munich-Vienna
CNC 0.50 Cents... NILUYOWNVYE ZLI¥demug
Short-franked 50% by postal-clerk who was not
aware of the rate increase on Reverse
1 September 1939!
0.25.. Single-weight (20 grams) infernational letter-rate
+ 0.25 Registration fee

(Validity: 1 February 1936 -31 August 1939)



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940-1941.. Norway-U.S.A.

1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia & Japan’
German Censored Mail

ON 10 APRIL 1940, NORWEGIAN FORCES SURRENDERED
TO GERMAN OCCUPATION FORCES,
WHEREUPON ALL NORWEGIAN FOREIGN-BOUND MAIL WAS
HENCEFORTH CENSORED BY THE GERMAN MILITARY.

GERMAN-CENSORED NORWEGIAN COMMERCIAL MAIL
VIA SIBERIA & JAPAN
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

3 MARCH 1941

Commercial cover,
meter-postmarked at Oslo, Norway,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia ",
sent to Los Angeles, Cadlifornia, USA,

Probable Route:
Oslo-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Viadivostok-
Tsuruga-Kobe-San Francisco

50 Ore...
Single-weight (20 grams)
UPU International Surface-Mail Letter-Rate




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940.. China-Moscow

1939-1945 ‘Via Alma Ata’ Airmail
Bypassing 'Via Siberia’ Route

As a result of Japanese-occupation of northern China and its
interference of mail from non-occupied southern China as well as to sirengthen
communications between ‘free’ China with Moscow & Europe, bypassing
the still-operational ‘via Siberia’ route,

CHINA AGREED WITH THE SOVIET UNION TO ESTABLISH THE ‘SINO-SOVIET AVIATION
CORPORATION’ ENABLING AIR SERVICE FROM CHUNGKING & KUNMING TO ALMA ATA
(‘CHUNGKING-HAMI LINE’) AND BEYOND TO MOSCOW & EUROPE.

Although the agreement was concluded in 1939, operation of the route by air first
commenced on 8 April 1940 and ended on 3 July 1941.

&u@m ing

No. 88056

17 DECEMBER 1940
REGISTERED & AT MOSCOW-(SECRETLY)-CENSORED
Single-weight registered, postmarked at CHINA-MOSCOW WARTIME MAIL
Kunming, Ching, with route endorsement
“Via Alma Ata”, at Moscow-(secretly)-
censored, sent to (“Lufthansa Office”) in
Moscow. 14-day transit time.

3 Interve! Rauiew
m—aed  AZROMCT idarvotions) Reetes
— WAMIATA { et - Oheten Suriige b

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Moscow, 31 December 1940”

Route:
Kunming-Hami-Urumchi-Alma Ata-Atbasar-
Magnitagorsk-Kasan-Moscow

CNC$ 2.15...
0.50.. Single-weight (20 grams)
international letter-rate +
1.15 Evropean ‘Russia’ Airmail-Rate +

0.50 Registration fee.
(Validity: 1 June 1940 -22 March 1941)




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940.. China - Occupied France

1939-1945 “Two Ocean” Airmail

BECAUSE OF THE SUSPENSION OF ‘AIR FRANCE’ FAR EAST SERVICETO
EUROPE IN JUNE 1940, FRANCE-BOUND MAIL WAS DIVERTED TO
HONG KONG FOR “TWO OCEAN" AIRMAIL SERVICE
CHINA-U.S.A.-PORTUGAL-FRANCE.

#

Monsieur I. CHERFIIS o

! 11 Rue du Garet

5 "LL U q A 0W1ng t°
Diveﬂed by air ¥

{;Il QJ‘ ‘)LA-‘; LL" b

N

f Boh e

VIAAIR FRANCE

21 JUNE 1940 WARTIME COMMERCIAL MAIL CHINA-FRANCE
Cover, postmarked at Shanghai, China,
route endorsement
“By first mail to Hong Kong" & g
“Diverfed by air via USA owing to suspension From ZUNG CHONG TRATING Cc 54
of Air France Service" P.0.Box 559 wmE
sent to Lyon, France, with British censorship at M%*_l Al
Hong Kong. 98-day transit time. Q%g} IS
Mail delay because of British censorship at Hong Kong, IS ‘{y ] g
; FRA i
German occupation of Lyon commencing - E
on 20 June 1940 and discontinuance of i -
Far East ‘Air France’ Service. A - =
Oy
Arrival Postmark: = e
(Reverse) $-< °
“Lyon, Rhone, 27 September 1940” —er——— 3 z (2]
—] SUWN N3 8 g
Probable Route: 1. .11 30 ent LN
Shanghai-Hong Kong-Manila-Guam-Midway Island- me—t i1 7% Z3N3A 8
Honolulu-San Francisco-New York-Horta-Lisbon-Lyon . ;_].;——‘n—v =
CNC 2.25... Reverse

0.25 Airmail surcharge for China only +
2.00 'Air France’ airmail (5 grams) lefter-rate ..

(Validity: 1 September 1939 - 20 September 1940)




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941.. China-France “Via America"..
1939-1945

Two Ocean Airmail

BY 1941, OCCUPATION OF LYON BY GERMAN FORCES WAS
COMPLETE, WITH FRENCH CENSORSHIP OF IN-BOUND
FOREIGN MAIL IN EFFECT.

WARTIME DOUBLE-CENSORED REGISTERED
8 JANUARY 1941 COMMERCIAL AIRMAIL CHINA-FRANCE

Registered cover,
postmarked at Shanghai China, with route endorsement
“France via America”
sent to Lyon, France,

i

with British censorship at Hong Kong & o
French Censorship at Lyon. R

5h

Probable Route: 29

Shanghai-Hong Kong-Manila-Guam-Midway Island- %
Honolulu-San Francisco-New York-Horta-lisbon-Lyon 2 o
m

Transit Postmarks: Arrival Postmark: e g
(Reverse) (Reverse) g

“Honolulu, 22 January 1941”

“Lyon, Rhone
“New York, 27 January 1941”

CNC 6.40...
0.50.. International single-weight (20 grams) letter-rate +
5.40 (5 grams) Air surcharge + 0.50.. Registration fee.



WORLD WAR II & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

1940.. China-Austria
Airmail in China/‘Via Siberia’ Route

CANTON-SHANGHAI AIRMAIL & RAILWAY TO AUSTRIA

17 OCTOBER 1940

Censored cover, postmarked at Canton, Ching,
with route endorsement
“Via Shanghai & Siberia”
sent to Vienna, Austria.

Probable Route:
Canton- (by air) to Shanghai- (by sea) to Vladivostok-
(by rail) to Charborowsk-Tschita-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Munich-Vienna

CNC0.76...
0.50 International single-weight (20 grams) lefter-rate +
0.25 Airmail surcharge for China only +
0.01 Convenience over-franking.

(Validity: 1 September 1940 —- 31 October 1941)

Reverse



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941.. Germany-U.S.A.
1939-1945 Wartime Airmail fo Moscow &
‘Via Siberia’ Beyond

3 MAY 1941

Newspaper wrapper,
postmarked at
Frankfurt/Main,

Germany,
with route
endorsement
“Par avion au dela
Moscow”,
sent to New York City.

105 Pfennig...
5 Pfg.. Printed-Maiter
(100 grams) +
100 Pig..
Europe-Airmail
Surcharge
(100 grams)

27
FEBRUARY
1941

Single-
weight
re-
directed
“Sara”
cover,
post-
marked at
Berlin,
Germany,
censored,
resealed,
endorsed
“Via
Siberia -
Airmail to
Moscow”
sent to
Cambridge
Mass.

25 Pfg..
Foreign
letter-rate

+
10 Pig..
Probable Route: Airmail
Berlin- (by air) Moscow- (by rail) Irkutsk-Vladivostok- (by ship)Yokohama- Evrope-
San Francisco & (by rail) Destination in U.S.A. Surcharge




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

AIRMAILTO MOSCOW e
& SURFACETO 7{02‘
SHANGHAI GHETTO Sehbee:

Wobnort, audy Juft

14 FEBRUARY 1941

5
Postal-stationery card, -g\:w S Sb"@g% g“’"
postmarked at Berlin, %..4 o ,‘B i g s
censored, route e B8 h
endorsed g S@gocs g
“Alrmail fo Moscows. (RS g ’;3 8 a
g s n e 03 gL agds o
s, B
sent to Shanghai. &gggggg%ﬁ"sg
Probable Route: *% A 2% H ; a ,:1
(Airmail )Berlin-Moscow- ;'1:_-: ¢ 0 :_IJ o rg s E
(Rail) to Irkutsk-Harbin- Vo o o & (;": PAER ﬁ
Mukden-Tientsin- .82 R o R
Pukow-Shanghai 5,0 x>g ¢ 5 84;) i
AEOR EgH WO
25 Pig: EgA0 " O v;-.-na
15 Pig UPU iale g felgmgs
International Postcard i B R Ra ST B e
Rate + AR EE ~adl
10 Pfg. Europe-Airmail AR o I 0E b > § "ig\\

Surcharge to Moscow

1941.. Germany-China & U.S.A.
Wartime Judaica/Ghetto Mail

_“Sr;_' sete dar Judeh :
o Lkt Pofttarte wes
b WSKL 3 Carte postale avec
wcsﬂt:f“"u e f

sﬁﬁ?f*f‘;l c, GubAGSJie, Siodurs b Pofibiigiodrinnce

RE K 0 ohp B

“7

Deutfches Reich

Strafie, Qnunummer Gebaudetetl,

dwett oder Poftfeyli

390116

/

Probable Route:
Litzmannstadt-Kénigsberg-Moscow-Irkutsk-Viadivostok-
Yokohama-San Pedro-New York City

45 Pig...

15 Pfg International Posicard Rate + 30 Pfg. Registration Fee.

ulfBeil, Stodwert oder venmur;?% Tm}';
B -'

!
{

LITZMANNSTADT
GHETTO MAILTO USA

24 MARCH 1941

Registered postal-
stationery return card,
censored & validated

by the ghetto’s
“Alfeste der Juden in
Litzmannstadt”,
postmarked
Litzmannstadt
(Lodz = Lodsch),
German-occupied
Poland, censored at
Konigsberg, Germany,
sent general delivery
to the ‘American
Express Company’ in
New York City.
44-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:

“San Pedro, Cdlifornia,
May 2, 1941”
“New York Registry
Office,

May 7, 19417



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941 ..

1939-1945 Wartime Europe/South America
‘Via Siberia’ Mail

AS LONG AS THE ‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA’ REMAINED NEUTRAL PERMITTING
TRANS-SHIPMENT OF MAIL, GERMANY-ORIGIN MAIL SENTTO NORTH & SOUTH
AMERICA USING THE ‘VIA SIBERIA-JAPAN-USA" ROUTE WAS POSSIBLE.

GERMANY -
COLUMBIA
BANK MAIL

15 MARCH 1941

German-censored
cover, postmarked
at Hamburg,
Germany, with route Dew(chesiewn f

endorsement 5
“Via Siberia-Japan™
sent to Bogota,
Columbia.
72-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Bogota,

26 May 1941”

Probable Route:
Hamburg-Berlin-
Moscow-Irkutsk-
Tschita-
Charborowsk-
Vladivostok-
(by seaq) to Japan-
San Francisco-
Panama Canal-
Cartagena-Bogota

25 Pfennig...
Single-weight
infernational
lefter-rate.
(Validity: 1 January
1925 - April 1945)
VENEZUELA-
GERMANY
CIVILIAN MAIL
13 APRIL 1941

German-censored
view-card,
postmarked at Caracas,
Venezvela, with route
endorsement
“Via Japan-Siberia”
sent to Solingen-Ohligs,
Germany.

Probable Route:
Caracas-Panama Canal-
San Francisco-
Yokohama-Vladivostok-
(by rail ) Charborowsk-
Tschita-Irkutsk-Moscow-
Berlin-Solingen

BS 0.20..
Intemnational

postcard-rate.




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941 ..

1939-1945

Refused & Returned
German-China Mail

regarding the content, the type of envelopes or postcards, indication of sender’s

ANY MAIL NOT ADHERING TO REGULATIONS WAS CACHET STAMPED INDICATING

On 2 April 1940, a postal ordinance was issued
address, etc., permitted for foreign-bound mail.

THE VIOLATION AND RETURNED TO SENDER.

REFUSED POSTCARD
25 MAY 1941

German-censored
viewcard,
postmarked at Posen,
Germany, with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Manchouli,
Manchukvo.

“The mailing of
picture postcards fo
foreign destinations is
not permitted.”

15 Pig..
International
postcard-rate
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27 MAY 1941

Censored
cover,
postmarked
at Wuppertal-
Langerfeld,
Germany,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to
Shanghai,
China.

25 Pig..
International
single-weight

& 0 3% 2 (20 grams)
WQ. - lefter-rate.
B 2 (Validity:

1 January 1925 -
April 1945)




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941.. Germany-China
1939-1945 ‘Via Siberia’

Miss-routed
Triple-Censored Mail

TRIPLE-CENSORED COMMERCIAL MAILTO CHINA

2 MAY 1941

Commercial cover,
postmarked at Frankfurt/Main, Germany,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
sent to Shanghai, China,
incormrectly rouvted by seaq, not ‘Via Siberia’
resulting in triple censorship ..
Germany, France & Britain/Hong-Kong.
Transit time: 50 days.

G
HONG K@

e
OPENED BY CENSOR

Probable Route:
Frankfurt-Marseilles-Suez-Aden-Hanoi/Haiphong-
Hong-Kong-Shanghai

.
.
-
-
.
»

SOR

e Reverse
Single-weight (20 ) infernational letter-rate



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1940 ..
1939-1945 Germany-USA Bank Mail

BERLIN-
NEW YORK
BANK MAIL

21 AUGUST
1940

Censored
cover,
postmarked
at Berlin,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia-
Japan”
sent to
New York

City.

77%/‘L RN

Effcktenq:[chﬁ'ﬂe ? STUTTGART-
fragen Sie die “3 CHICAGO BANK
DEUTSCHE BANK . MAIL
Ktiale Stutlpard | D . g
” " Ableilung Gymnasiumstvasse | .RQKRED_OF_ - ‘ 6 MARCH 1940
Censored cover,
postmarked at
Stuttgart,
with route
endorsement
. Herrn “Via Japan-
Hang L e w1 Siberia”,
i v tto Chicago.
4737 Ingleside Avenue . g
= Chicago /Illinois Qi Frotabie Routes:
ey Janan - - B
| 5 — - osCow- -
" - “!‘;a s‘“‘“e“ _’/—“" U . S . A . s ",3;'\‘ Tschﬂo.
s / ' y ¥ A Charborowsk-
[ 3 e Viadivostok-
o g ~ ( by seaq) to Japan-
5 . .~ sanFrancisco-
z | (overland) to
R b Chicago or
S ~ New York City.
25 Pfennig...

Single-weight (20 grams) international letter-rate.
(Validity: 1 January 1925 - April 1945)



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

through the United States to Europe.

IN ORDER TO AVOID FOREIGN CENSORSHIP IN CANADA OR BRITAIN,
GERMAN BANKS & BUSINESSES ENDORSED THEIR MAIL.
“VIA SIBERIA-JAPAN" or
“VIA SIBERIA CALIFORNIA-SERVICE
NOT VIA CANADA"

With the beginning of WW Il in September 1939, all British Commonweailth countries,
including Canada, were at war with Germany, necessitating eastern mail movement

GERMAN-CENSORED ‘REGISTERED & EXPRESS’ BANK MAILTO
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

18 AUGUST 1940

Bank cover, postmarked at Munich, Germany,
with route endorsement..
“Via Siberia-Japan™
sent to New York City. 44-day transit time.

Probable Route:

Munich-Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Tschita-Charborowsk- Viadivostok-(by sea)

Tsuruga or Yokohama-San Francisco- (overland) to New York.

105 Pfennig...
25 Pfg.. Single-weight (20 grams) international letter-rate +
30 Pfg.. Regisiration fee + 50 Pfg Express Mail
(Validity: 1 January 1935 — April 1945)



1939-1941..

Germany-USA Bank Mail
“Via Siberia-Japan” & “California-Service, Not Canada”

GERMAN-CENSORED ‘REGISTERED' BANK MAIL e

TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA “San Francisco, California
31 March 1941”
8 FEBRUARY 1941 “New York Registry Division,

4 April 1941
Registered bank cover,

postmarked Berlin, Germany, Probable Route:
with route endorsement.. Berlin-Moscow-Irkutsk-Tschita-Charborowsk-

“Via Siberia-Japan Viadivostok- (by sea) to San Francisco-
California Service Not via Canada” (overiand) to New York.
sent to New York City.
55-day transit time. 70 Pfennig...
40 Pig.. Double-weight (40 grams) international
lefter-rate + 30 Pfg.. Registration fee
(Validity: 1 January 1935 - April 1945)




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS

22 June 1941..
1939-1945

German Invasion of the

Soviet Union
Despite having signed a non-aggression pact in August 1939, Germany initiated a
surprise invasion of the Soviet Union from occupied Poland on 22 June 1941.

SUCH INVASION IMMEDIATELY CEASED ALL MAIL TRANSIT ‘VIA SIBERIA' FROM/TO
GERMANY AND MOST OF EUROPE.

COMMERCIAL
MAIL PRIOR TO
CESSATION OF
‘via Siberia’ L a—
SERVICE RS !

{ —Vak 15 nn
10 MARCH 1941 \ IL 3 -'JTE“.,,?

Registered
commercial

cover, Fa.
postmarked at

Shanghai, China,

noni Ch TTO WOLFF, ABT. AUSLAND,

endorsement
“Via Siberia”,
sent to Berlin,

) A ' | .
“Gemany. ) ‘\3_-! Berlin N.W. 7
’ ,T,’,’,e_uns Dorotheenstrasse 11.
GERMANY
CNC 1.00 ...

0.50.. Single-
weight

HANGHATL
international : R
(20 grams) lefter-

No. 6482 |
rafe + ST _

e ———

0.50.. Registration
fee Y H
(Validity: 1
20 Sept. 1940 -
31 Oct. 1941)

T T PR o ———r
i - s v

ﬂb[znbzf..,..v Ly VL™ s g o

Pofttarte mi Antoortaf

Carte postale avec réponse payg

LATE GHETTO MAIL
PRIOR TO CESSATION
OF
‘Via Siberia’ SERVICE

i 30 MAY 1941

Reply postal-
stationery card,
postmarked at

Oppeln, Germany,
endorsed
“China via Siberia”,
sent to Shanghai-
Hongkew, China.

15 Pfennig..
International
postcard-rate.




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK
FOR MOVEMENT OF FAR EAST MAILTO
NON-BELLIGERENT EUROPE & TURKEY
AFTER THE INVASION OF THE SOVIET UNION ON
22 JUNE 1941

\
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To Turkey, Europe & Mid-East Yangtze River ;

With the invasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941, all heretofore mail
transit to/from the Far East through Moscow to Berlin & Western Europe ceased while
war conditions prevailed along most of the eastern border of the Soviet Union.

MOVEMENT OF MAIL TO NON-BELLIGERENT EUROPE & TURKEY WAS NOW ONLY
POSSIBLE USING THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE TO SAMARA CONNECTING WITH THE
SOUTHERN SOVIET UNION RAILWAY NETWORK TO TIFLIS & TURKEY..

“VIA SIBERIA-TIFLIS-ISTANBUL"




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1941.. Germany-China
1939-1945 ‘LATI" Airmail

UNABLE TO ROUTE MAIL ‘VIA SIBERIA’'TO CHINA BECAUSE OF
HOSTILITIES WITH THE SOVIET UNION, THE GERMAN POST OFFICE
FORWARDED AIRMAILWITH ITALIAN ‘LATI AIRLINES’
(Linee Aeree Transconfinentdli ltaliane)

MOVING MAILTHROUGH SOUTH AMERICATO CHINA
BETWEEN JUNE-DECEMBER 1941.

R 4598

ol Budod Fsritiade /2 ank
| B )b e

E g

20

MIT LUFTPOST

T..
PAR AVION /)I (/M/f'/,) /7,’0\;

EXAMIN

GERMANY-CHINA BANK MAIL SENT VIA SOUTH AMERICA THROUGH ‘LATI" AIRLINES
WITH INTERRUPTION & BRITISH-CENSORSHIP AT BERMUDA

27 AUGUST 1941

German & British censored cover,
postmarked at Berlin-Friedenau, Germany, sent to Tientsin, China, with
air surcharge for mail using ‘LATI’ Airlines, unsuccessfully altempting
to avoid British censorship at Bermuda but released for forwarding to China.

Probable Route:
Berlin-Rome-Rio de Janeiro-Buenos Aires-lima-Cristobal-Mexico City-New York-
Bermuda-New York-San Francisco- (by sea) to Japan & Shanghai- (rail) to Tientsin

240 Pfennig...
25 Pig.. International single-weight (20 grams) letter-rate +
215 Pfg.. Airmail Surcharge (5 grams) for LATI-flown mail



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

1942.. Commercial Mail
Occupied China - Denmark

‘Via Siberia..Turkey” Route

Europe was possible until outbreak of hostilities in the Balkans, using the route

THERE WITH OTHER RAIL LINES TO TIFLIS-ISTANBUL-
BULGARIA-ROMANIA-AUSTRIA-GERMANY -DENMARK.

Shanghai-origin (Japanese-Occupied) mail intended for German-occupied Denmark in Western

SHANGHAI (by sea) - VLADIVOSTOK - TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL ROUTE TO SAMARA, CONNECTING

WAR-TIME MAIL
THRU CHINESE
POST OFFICETO
DENMARK

German censored,
postmarked at
Shanghai, China,
with route
endorsement
“Via Siberia
Ankara”
sent to
Copenhagen,
Denmark.
55-day transit time

B

Transit &

Arrival Postmarks:

(Front & Reverse) s
“Istanbul,

29 June 1942"

“Copenhagen,

12 June 1942”

"

VIa SIDERIA-ANKARA.

-

Irs. E. William Nielsen,
27 Kronprinsensvej,
Cope en - F,
DENNARK,
EURCOPE.
Upon arrival in Denmark, cover was affixed with domestic Danish postage

(“On Government Service" Perfin), postmarked
“12 October 1942" at Copenhagen

+

$1.00.. Regisiry fee
(1 November 1941-
1 November 1942)

COURIER MAIL

SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER 1942

Shanghai
Danish-
Consulate

.courier -carried

»
a

& posted mail
in Denmark.



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

31 DECEMBER 1942

Registered commercial cover,
postmarked at Chungking, China,
with route endorsement
“By B.O.A.C. to Lagos, Nigeria, via Calcutta, Cairo
and thence by P.A.A. to destination”,
sent to London, England, censorship upon arrival
at London. 109-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“London, 19 April 1943"

Air Route:
(NAL) Chungking-Calcutta-(BoAc) Cairo-Lagos-(PAA)
Bathurst-Natal-Belem-Port-of-Spain-San Juan-Miami-
New York-Horta-Lisbon- (BoAC) London

CNC $73.20...

CNC $ 1.50.. China/International Lefter (30 grams)
(Postal clerk mistakenly omitted charge for 2" weight levell) +
Registration Fee.. CNC $1.50 +
Air Surcharge Unified Rate (6x 5 grams) .. CNC 70.20
(Validity: 25 February 1942 - 29 May 1943)

1942-1943.. China-England

‘Via Siberia’ .. Wartime Alternative Airmail

‘CHUNGKING-LONDON’ REGISTERED COMMERCIAL

CENSORED MAIL

e

il
OPENED BY

OPENED BY

i

OPENED BY

Reverse



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1942.. Missionary Mail
1939-1945 Manchukuo-Switzerland
‘Via Siberia .. Turkey” Route

Mail intended for neutral Switzerland in Western Europe was possible
throughout most of the war years using the
TRANS-SIBERIAN ROUTE TO SAMARA CONNECTING TO TIFLIS, TURKISH
RAILWAY TO ISTANBUL, OTHER RAIL LINES TO DESTINATION

Registered.
Via piberia--Istanbul.

H.H.Andreas Huser
Missionshaus Bethlehem

WAR-TIME REGISTERED MISSIONARY MAIL .. MANCHUKUO-SWITZERLAND
8 AUGUST 1942

Registered missionary mail, postmarked at Harbin, Manchukvo,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia-istanbul, La Suisse-Schweiz-Swifzerland”
sent to Immensee, Switzerland.
53-day war-time transit time

Transit Postmark: Arrival Postmark:
(Front) (Reverse)
“Istanbul, “Immensee,
24 September 1942” “30 September 1942”
Route:

Harbin-Irkutsk-Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Zirich

36 Fen...
24 Fen.. Double-rate (20-40 grams)
International letter +
12 Fen.. Regishration fee



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1943.. Missionary Mail
1939-1945 Korea-Switzerland
‘Via Siberia .. Turkey" Route

Mail from Japanese-occupied Korea to non-belligerent countries of
Europe remained possible over the Trans-Siberian Railway Network
through Turkey as long as the Soviet Union and Japan were not at war.

“BONIFAZIUS SAUER", A BENEDICTINE BISHOP, ARRIVED IN KOREA
IN 1909 TO ESTABLISH A MISSION,
DIED IN A NORTH KOREAN PRISON IN 1950.

OARTE POSTALE

5 Adresgd ¢ {
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o
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NE o Vig Siberia-Tiflis- Istanbul
| ‘vg ;2 3 Switzerland
b T
;.45 e _ Frau Wenzinger-Binkert
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A g ?:0 | & Baae 'l
g+ e Steinerring 35
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=
Q
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WAR-TIME MISSIONARY MAIL .. KOREA-SWITZERLAND
4 NOVEMBER 1943

Japanese postal stationery card,
written by ‘Bonifazius Saver’,
postmarked at Tokungen, Koreaq,
with route endorsement
“Via Siberia-Tiflis-Istanbul-Switzerland”,
sent to Basel (Basle), Switzerland.

Route:
Korea-Harbin-Irkutsk-Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Zirich-Basel

10 Sen...
International postcard-rate



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

THE INTERNATIONAL
RED CROSS (IRC)
FACILITATED THE EXCHANGE
OF COMMUNICATIONS
BETWEEN INTERNEES,
PRISONERS-OF-WAR & OTHERS
IN OCCUPIED OR HOSTILE
NATIONS WITH OTHER
COUNTRIES THROUGH IRC
FIELD OFFICES VIA ITS
HEADQUARTERS IN GENEVA,
SWITZERLAND.

INDIVIDUAL COUNTRY
RED CROSS AFFILIATES HAD
SPECIFIC COMMUNICATION
FORMS WHICH THE PARTIES
INVOLVED COMPLETED AND
EXCHANGED.

-~

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS MAIL FROM CHINA TO SWITZERLAND

3 AUGUST 1943

International Red Cross cover,
postmarked at Japanese-occupied Shanghai, China,
sent through the Chinese Post Office,
with cachet route endorsement ..

“Via U.S.S.R./Tiflis/Turkey .. Via Siberia”,
sent to IRC Headquarters at Geneva, Switzerland.



1943.. Red Cross Mail
Shanghai-Switzerland
“Via U.S.S.R/Tiflis/Turkey” Route

Reverse

Probable Route:
Shanghai- (by sea) to Vladivostok- (by rail) Harbin-Irkutsk-
Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Geneva

CNC 6.90...
CNC 2.00 + 1.20 + 1.20 .. Triple-weight (40-60 grams)
infemational letter-rate +
CNC 2.50 War Tax
(Validity: 1 June 1943 - 1 May 1944)



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

1943.. German Red Cross Mail
Germany-China-Germany

‘Via Siberia .. Turkey' Route

v, /f},

Deutsches Rotes Kreuz

Prisidium / Auslandsdienst

Berhin SW 61, Blicherplatz 2 (&) N ﬂ \/’ 10 ’4

2 0 POy Ty
C*¥D0490 |

ANTRAG
an die Agence Centrale des Prisonniers de Guerre, Genf
— Internationales Komitee vom Roten Kreuz —
auf Nachrichtenvermittlung

REQUETE
de la Croiz-Rouge Allemande, Présidence, Service Etranger
a U’Agence Centrale des Prisonniers de Guerre, Genéve
— Comité International de la Croiz-Rouge —
concernant la correspondance

AemaiHe Milln | Bugeh. 36,

1. Absender :

Expéditeur l@’ a ! g z B !
bittet, an :
prie de bien vouloir faire parvenir &
" Verwandtschaftsgrad.: .. Nuttdwe 2. . 07 . Fa
‘

2. Empfinger
Destinataire

Saduand . Milbs . ts}fn#mg,ﬂl
ShaN Ghpl.

folgendes zu ibermitteln | ce qui suit:
(Hachstzahl 25 Wortglj
(25 mots au plus!)

Buef SeplomBa afablen -‘&#Mm haibiof nieiths.
&MMJ«W.’ e alles wokl. Sova wwsartel
November poeiteo Lnd. HeplicRot

(Datum / date) 30, Ok,

WARTIME
GERMAN RED CROSS
REPLY-FORM TO
SHANGHAI & RETURN

30 OCTOBER 1943

Red Cross Form, sent
from Waldshut, Germany,
to Shanghai, China with
reply.

Sequence of Evenis:

* Mail Date:
30 Oct. 1943
* German Red Cross,
Berlin: 13 Nov. 1943
¢ IRC Geneva:
19 Jan. 1944
* Red Cross Shanghai:
no date indicated
* Reply from Shanghai:
22 May 1944
¢ Turkish Red Cross:
11 Sept. 1944
¢ Censored in Turkey
* IRC Geneva:
12 Oct. 1945

Probable Route:
Waldshut-Berlin-Geneva-
Istanbul-Tiflis-Samara-
Irkutsk-Tschita-
Charborowsk-
Viadivostok- (by sea) to
Shanghai-return to
Geneva using
same route.

Reverse




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS
1939-1945

INTERNATIONAL
RED CROSS (IRC)

FIELD OFFICES WERE OFTEN IN
REPRESENTED BY A SWISS
CITIZEN IN A BUSINESS-OFFICE
LOCATION IN THE
APPLICABLE COUNTRY, AS
WAS THE INSTANCE AT THE
‘IRC OFFICE’ IN THE BRITISH
CROWN COLONY OF HONG
KONG, JAPANESE OCCUPIED
BETWEEN
25 DECEMBER 1941 -

16 SEPTEMBER 1945

b3

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS MAIL FROM HONG KONG TO SWITZERLAND
19 FEBRUARY 1944

Red Cross cover,
postmarked at Japanese-occupied Hong Kong,
with cachet route endorsement ..
“Via Siberia”,
sent to the IRC Headquarters at Geneva, Switzerland.

Cachet Marking:
(inred)
“Courier received .. 1 June 1944"



1944.. Red Cross Mail
Hong Kong-Switzerland
“Via U.S.S.R/Tiflis/Turkey” Route

Reverse

Probable Route:
Hong Kong- (by seq) to Vladivostok- (by rail) Harbin-Irkutsk-
Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Geneva

32 Sen...
20+12 Sen .. Double-weight (20-40 grams)
infernational letter-rate



1944.. Commercial Mail
Manchukuo-Switzerland
“Via U.S.S.R/Tiflis/Turkey” Route

Mail intended for
nevtral Switzerland in
Western Evrope was
possible throughout
most of the war years
using the
TRANS-SIBERIAN
NETWORK TO SAMARA
CONNECTING WITH
RAIL LINES AT TIFLIS
WITH THE TURKISH
RAILWAY TO
ISTANBUL,
with forwarding
by rail through
the Balkans to

Switzerland.
O o
. £ ey
L )
Q= i &
: N JAPANESE-CENSORED
&
L RS @ REGISTERED MAIL
& . )'\\' N FROM MANCHUKUO
W Y & v TO SWITZERLAND
¢ F A
§ﬁg y\ g 10 JUNE 1944
) ~ VAN
; g/ Sat cf' ; Registered
I oot /t {\\m,, &y commercial cover,
S\I >F 5@%@ ; postmarked at Harbin,
: 0 Q. Manchvukuo,
sent to Zdrich,
Switzerland.
Route:

Harbin-Irkutsk-
Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-
Zirich

36 Fen...

24 Fen.. International-
letter double-rate
(20-40 grams) +
12 Fen.. Registry fee




WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1944.. Commercial Mail
1939-1945 Japan-Switzerland
‘Via Siberia..Turkey’ Route

WARTIME JAPANESE-CENSORED REGISTERED
COMMERCIALMAIL ... JAPAN TO SWITZERLAND

28 JUNE 1944
Registered cover, s A A ‘
postmarked at Kobe, Japan, : AR AT -OR
sent to Zirich, Switzerland. - P
57-day wartime transit time. g c. sf:"::f-m
.‘t‘toaz. X
Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse) ' i
“Zﬁ“chr ' s N AN
24 August 1944” . ]
Route: ik

Kobe- (by sea) to Valdivostok-(by rail) Harbin-Irkutsk-
Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Zirich

62 Sen...
Double-weight (20-40 grams)
international letter-rate +

Regisiration fee

Reverse



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1944-45.. Double-Censored Mail
1939-1945 Japan-Switzerland
‘Via Siberia .. Turkey-Palestine’ Route

As a result of the Soviet Military offensive in the Balkans in late 1944,
HERETOFORE MAIL OVER THE TRANS-SIBERIAN RAIL NETWORK ROUTE CONNECTING WITH
TURKEY TO ‘DESTINATION SWITZERLAND’ WAS NOW INTERRUPTED AND
DIVERTED TO PALESTINE, SUBJECT TO BRITISH CENSORSHIP, FOR FORWARDING.

e o at e —or ==

WARTIME JAPANESE & BRITISH-CENSORED
4JULY 1944 REGISTERED MAIL FROM JAPAN TO SWITZERLAND

Registered mail, postmarked at Kobe, Japan, diverted
to Palestine, with British censorship
before being forwarded to Zirich, Switzerland,
arriving there after V-E Day (May 8).
291-day wartime transit time.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Zirich,
23 May 1945”

091¥E / MN
CELIL LD B BLRPL)

Probable Route:
Kobe- (by sea) to Valdivostok-(by rail) Harbin-Irkutsk-

Samara-Tiflis-Istanbul-Palestine-(by seq) France- 8
Basel-Zdrich &
50 Sen...

Single-weight (20 grams)
infernational lefter-rate + Registration fee



WORLD WAR Il & ITS EFFECTS 1944-46.. Postwar Delivered Mail

1939-1945 Japan-Switzerland
‘Via Siberia .. Turkey-Palestine’ Route

As a result of the widespread military campaigns in Central, Southern & Eastern
Evrope in late 1944 until ‘V-E Day (May 8, 1945),
MAIL TO SWITZERLAND WAS INTERRUPTED FOR CENSORSHIP AT PALESTINE OR UNTIL
POSTAL FACILITIES & ROUTES WERE RE-ESTABLISHED PERMITTING
FORWARDING OF MAIL TO DESTINATION.
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Mr,
( Swiss) Walter Schlieper
J: 3
[
E 59 Talstrasse
é\ Zuerich,
é L, - Switzerland.
| R ﬁ 1390
! f ;
7 SEPTEMBER 1944 WARTIME JAPANESE & BRITISH-CENSORED
POSTWAR-DELIVERED REGISTERED MAIL
Registered commercial cover, postmarked at Kobe, Japan, FROM JAPAN TO SWITZERLAND
diverted to Palestine from Istanbul, where British censorship
took place before being forwarded
to Zirich, Switzerland, first arriving there in 1946!. =
16-month transit fime! G S =
i l‘ PAERR ST Ok o
Arrival Postmark: (fl" g g 2itad i =
(Reverse) NP1 PR o
“Zdrich, Ci e S il
5 January 1944” g;’*é =
19 s 4
e g8
Probable Route: : } =
Kobe- (by seq) to Vladivostok-(by rail) Harbin-Irkutsk-Samara- # k- = 3
Tiflis-Istanbul-Palestine-(by sea) France-Basel-Zirich ;wi = g
=
50 Sen... ol =
Single-weight (20 grams) international lefter-rate + o
Registration fee

Reverse



X. EPILOGUE

Japanese Forces in
Manchuria surendered on
22 August 1945, and the
surrender of Japan on
2. September 1945 ended
World War Il

THE END OF WORLD WAR I
ENABLED THE TRANS-SIBERIAN
RAIL NETWORK TO AGAIN
BECOME OPERATIONAL, ALBEIT
“VIA SIBERIA™
AS A ROUTE ENDORSEMENT
SAW ITS DEMISE.

COMMENCING IN THE
POSTWAR PERIOD, MOST MAIL
MOVEMENT EAST/WEST WAS
HENCEFORTH BY AIR WHICH
CONTINUES TO THIS DAY.
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Demise of “Via Siberia” Mail
Route Endorsement

fior College

Cadaf,

Today's
Trans-Siberian Rail
Network, beginning
in eastern Russia at
the coastal port city
of Vladivostok and
ending in the west
at Moscow, is highly
electrified, handling
primarily freight and
container traffic to
Europe from the
Far East.

“Via Siberia”

Route Endorsements on 1940
Printed-Matter Mail from Germany
sent to Eastern & Western
United States of America.

No longer required after
World War Il



