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ANNOUNCEMENTS
H. James Maxwell
I want to thank all U.S. members that paid by check. We ask that U.S. members, where possible, pay by checks when
paying for items on the web site. PayPal fees amount to 3.7% or more and credit card fees are 4.7% or more. We operate
on 15% and these fees make a big difference. We need this income from web site sales to support our other activities
that do not produce any income.
Also, please note your ‘Confirmation Number’ on the check. This will speed up your order. You can add books,
DVDs, and items from ‘Stamp & Cover Sales’ to your auction invoice. If you buy things in a separate order that you
want to be shipped with your Auction lots, send me an email so I know to combine the two order numbers. Sometimes
I see that we have two orders that can be combined, but with 130+ auction invoices I don not always notice that there
are two from the same person.
In the May Auction 625 lots sold for $20,298.
I am cancelling the August Auction. From now on we will have auction is May and November, but they will be
larger. I simply can not continue to do a magazine every 60 days and an auction every 90 days. This will also enable
me to find time to add more items to Stamp & Cover Sales. We will still make quarterly distributions to consignors.
We need a New Editor for the China Clipper. We have a person that can do the layout in Adobe InDesign, so the new
editor need not know that software. We still need a Category Editor for the November China Clipper, the PRC issue.
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Special
Sale Price

$75.00

For the complete 1945-2012 Fidelity People’s
Republic of China & Liberated Areas Album
Pages (19 pounds)
U.S. postage $14.95
Fidelity Red Binders (2 pounds each)
are available for $9.95
U.S. Postage $8.95 each
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INSPECTION MARKS IN THE NEW TAIWAN DOLLAR PERIOD
Jia-Shiuh Shen
沈家旭
Editor’s Note: This article was translated by Dennis
Murphy. It is a summary from a longer paper originally
delivered before the Taipei Philatelic Society on August
7, 2010 and subsequently published in Huiyou Tongxun
No. 19 (2010), the annual publication of the R. O. C.
Chapter of The China Stamp Society, Inc.

that Taiwan be repatriated to China as part of the terms of
the Cairo Conference Declaration of November 27, 1943.

Upon Japan’s surrender in 1945, the Nationalist
government in China established administrative control
over Taiwan Province appointing Chen Yi 陳儀as
Governor with broad powers encompassing control over
Martial Law was officially in force in Taiwan from the administration of government, law, and the military.
1949 until 1987. During this period the government on The scope of Governor Chen Yi’s authority was similar
Taiwan instituted a number of programs to monitor the to the powers that had been exercised by the Imperial
thoughts and activities of its citizens. This included the Japanese Colonial Governor who preceded him.
opening and inspecting of their mail correspondence in
The return of Chinese control over Taiwan was initially
order to help identify Communist sympathizers, political
hailed and welcomed by the native residents of Taiwan.
dissidents and opponents as well as people critical of the
However, the administration of Chen Yi was marred
government. To facilitate this program, post offices in
by corruption, cronyism, and discrimination against
Taiwan adopted a system of special daters to mark those
native Taiwan residents. Governor Chen Yi imposed a
letters which had been inspected. These daters contained
requirement that all employees of government concerns
secret inspection codes embedded within otherwise
must immediately stop speaking their native dialect and,
ordinary postal marks. In recent times a number of
overnight, begin speaking Mandarin as a requirement of
philatelists have made a study of the special inspection
employment. As a result, many Taiwanese lost their jobs
marks used during the martial law period.
to newcomers from the Mainland. Tensions continued
The focus of this article is on those postal inspection to escalate between Taiwanese and Mainlanders as the
marks in use prior to the 1960s. In the course of his Chen Yi administration imposed many more draconian
research, the author has personally interviewed inspectors measures that crippled the economy in Taiwan. The
who were assigned by the Security Garrison Command to population came to believe they had been pushed too far.
work as censors at post offices. The author’s purpose was
Things came to a head after an incident on February
to gain a better understanding of the inspection methods
27, 1947. Agents from the Taiwan Tobacco and Wine
used and to determine which types of correspondence
Monopoly Bureau confronted and abused an old woman
were most likely to be inspected. This article traces how
in Taipei who was selling unlicensed cigarettes. A crowd
the postal inspection system was used to monitor citizens’
gathered jeering the agents. A shot was fired randomly
mail during the period of martial law in Taiwan.
into the crowd, killing a bystander. The next day,
On August 14, 1945 Japan unconditionally February 28, (now a National Holliday memorialized
surrendered bringing World War II to an end. China at in Taiwan as ‘the 2-28 Incident’) anti-government riots
long last achieved victory after eight years of struggle broke out in Taipei and quickly spread throughout the
against Japan. As a result of the earlier Sino-Japanese island.
War of 1895, Taiwan had become a colony of Japan for
In the wake of the events following 2-28, the
50 years.
Nationalist Government on the mainland sent a team to
During the Cairo conference held during late investigate the matter. Ultimately Chen Yi was removed
November 1943, the leaders of The United States, Great from office and the governing body on Taiwan was
Britain, the USSR, and China met in Cairo, Egypt to reorganized to the status of a Provincial Government. On
discuss how the world was to be reordered after the May 15, 1947, Former Ambassador to the United States,
defeat of the Axis Powers. Chiang Kai-shek demanded Wei Tao-ming 魏道明, became the 1st Governor of the
new Taiwan Provincial Government.
80-4

The China Clipper July 2016

165

By January 1949 Communist forces were in control
of the area of China north of the Yangtze River. To the
south, the situation of the Nationalist Government was
becoming increasingly desperate. President Chiang Kaishek assigned General Chen Cheng 陳誠to assume the
position of Governor of the Taiwan Province. On April
23, 1949, the Nationalist Capital, Nanjing (Nanking),
fell to Communist Forces. Governor Chen Cheng
was instructed to prepare Taiwan as a secure, stable
stronghold for the retreating Nationalist forces. On
May 19, Governor Chen Cheng declared Martial Law
in Taiwan which took effect the following day. At the
same time the Security Garrison Command 警備司令
部put a plan in place to initiate the monitoring of postal
correspondence in Taiwan.

would be changed. The system of using and keeping
track of so many fonts must have been very complex.
Nobody knows for sure just how many special characters
there were in use. The Security Garrison Command
has no records that can be researched. The inspection
personnel picked up the mail from the letter boxes and
took them back to the post office. Any suspicious items
were removed, opened, inspected, resealed then stamped
with their special chop to show who was responsible for
checking the item. Occasionally you discover that such
letters were double stamped when they were mailed
though this is not common.
Letters Most Likely to be Checked
Domestic mail:

The program had one head Special Administrator 1. People whose names were already on ‘black lists’.
with a rank equivalent to a Major General. Under him
were 3 groups: Party, Political, and Military plus a special 2. Military personnel and letters to or from important
government offices.
small group. These groups were charged with censoring
all mail. Monitoring agents were assigned to all major 3. Any mail lacking sender’s name and or return address.
Post Office units throughout Taiwan.
4. Any letter with the term “details inside”.
Although the actual numbers of agents involved in
monitoring the mail are still secret, at the beginning 5. Letters to or from important Government, Military or
Educational officials.
they were a relatively small group. Based upon the
author’s research, from 1951 to 1961 the number of
International Mail:
such personnel grew to 600. By 1971 this number had
increased to about 1200, and this number remained 1. Any letters to or from Hong Kong, Macao, or
steady up to 1987. According to published Post Office
Southeast Asia.
records the agents assigned to examine both domestic
and international mail developed a system to confirm 2. Incoming mail with sender’s or recipient’s address
written in Chinese.
that the mail had been opened and read by inserting
special symbols into, otherwise, ordinary looking postal
The special secret inspectors’ marks embedded
cancellations. Depending on the location and agents within cancellations could be (1) Chinese Characters, (2)
involved, the special secret marks might be imbedded on English Letters, (3) numbers in either Chinese or Arabic
the top, bottom or side of the cancel. Figures 1, 2, and 3. numerals, Breaks in the outer circle of the cancel or a
After inspection, the letters would be resealed and combination of these elements.
returned to the proper post office for normal delivery.
Figure 1 has the letter ‘P’ embedded at the top.
Normal turnaround time for most inspections was
24 hours. In the event that inspectors judged that the
contents of a letter warranted further investigation, the
item might be removed and passed on to other inspectors.
In any case, all inspected letters were returned to the
appropriate post office for delivery within five days.
The number of inspectors assigned to each post office
depended on the volume of traffic. Each inspector had a
specific character embedded in their cancellation chop.
1
The special secret fonts were small and could be easily
Figure 2 has the Chinese characters mao yi’(卯一)
lost, requiring replacement. After several years the fonts embedded at the bottom.
166
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Over time, the size of the cancellation chops issued
to inspectors changed. In the earliest period of 1949 to
1950, cancel diameters of 23, 25, and 28 millimeters
were the norm.
Figure 7 is an example of a 23mm diameter cancel
chop.

2

Figure 3 has the letter ‘B’ inserted in the center.

7

Figure 8 is a chop with a 25 mm diameter. The
English letter ‘K’ is imbedded at the top.
3

Figure 4 both the letters ‘BE’ at the top as well as
four breaks in the circle.

8

Figure 9 is a 28 mm diameter cancel with the Arabic
numerals ‘81’ embedded at the bottom。
4

Figure 5 has the Chinese numerals for ‘63’ (六三)
embedded at the bottom.

9

In the years from 1956 to 1960, inspection
cancellations typically had a diameter of 29 to 29.5 mm.
5

Figure 10 is a chop from that period with a diameter
Figure 6 combines a broken circle with the Chinese of 29.5 mm containing the inspector code ‘申二’.
character ‘min’ （民）at the bottom inserted between
the characters for ‘Taipei’ (北臺).

10
6
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From 1961 to 1965, the standard for ordinary postage
was a chop with a diameter of 30 mm.

were given as “Year of the Republic of China”. The ROC
dates its existence from 1911, therefore ROC 60 = 1971.

As the volume of mail in Taiwan increased over time
Figure 11 is an inspection chop with a 30 mm
diameter and the identifying character ‘午’ embedded so did the number of inspectors required to monitor
citizens’ mail. The system of secret inspection marks
at the bottom.
likewise developed a large number of permutations to
identify the individual censors.
During the period of Martial Law, the scope of postal
inspection reached up to the highest echelons of military
and political leaders in Taiwan. Even General Chen
Cheng, the Governor of Taiwan who had imposed Martial
Law and later became Vice President under Chiang Kaishek, was himself subject to having his correspondence
opened and read.

11

During this period, the diameter of military mail
Martial Law was officially lifted in Taiwan on July
inspection chops was typically 28 mm.
15, 1987. This opened the doors to allow the eventual
formation of other political parties. On January 13,
Figure 12 shows a military post inspection chop with
1988, President Chiang Ching-kuo 蔣經國 died and
a diameter of 28 mm and the Chinese character ‘辰’ at
was succeeded by Vice President Lee Teng-hui 李登輝
the bottom.
who gave a clear order that the “period of mobilization
for the suppression of the Communist rebellion” was
over. On May 1, 1991 President Lee announced that
the ‘temporary provisions period of the Communist
rebellion’ was repealed. As a result, the Security
Garrison Command lost their legal standing. On
August 1, 1992 the government abolished the Security
Garrison Command and reorganized its function and
title. The Postal Authority was still under the control
of the Military. After Martial Law was lifted in 1987,
12
the number of agents doing postal censoring began to
Between 1966 and 1970, most postal inspection be gradually reduced. This process was projected to be
chops were 28 mm in diameter.
complete by July 31, 1992. However, due to the large
Figure 13 is a 28 mm inspection chop dated ‘April number of personnel in the work force it took longer than
19, 1968’ with the inspector’s code ‘辰十一’ embedded originally planned to completely eliminate all employees.
On July 1, 1995, it was announced that the program was
at the bottom.
finally abolished. The very last day that any mail was
checked was on July 31, 1995.
The author wishes to thank the many people who
encouraged and helped his research and writing of this
article.

13

From 1971 until the inspection program ended in
1995, all inspection cancellation chops adopted the use
of Arabic numerals for Year, Month, Day. Year dates
168
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LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL IN TAIWAN
Dennis Murphy
Taiwan became a colony of the Japanese Empire
in 1895 after the conclusion of the Sino-Japanese War
of 1894-95. At the time, Taiwan was populated by
indigenous Aboriginal tribes and two groups of Han
Chinese who spoke either the Southern Min (Hoklo)
dialect of Fujian Province or the Hakka dialect of
southern China. The ancestors of the latter two groups
had left the Mainland to resettle in Taiwan after the
Manchu invasion of China in 1644 and the founding of
the Qing Dynasty.

Japan. Babe Ruth and other luminaries such as Lou
Gehrig played before enthusiastic audiences throughout
the nation. Over half a million Japanese turned out for the
18 game stint where Babe Ruth thrilled fans by hitting
an impressive 13 home runs. Japan has been baseball
territory ever since.

In Taiwan the same sports mania was taken up by
Taiwanese students in the Japanese school system. An
all-island competition between rival high schools led
to invitations for the winning team to travel to Japan
As a colony, Taiwan had much to offer. The mountain and participate in a pan-empire tournament. Teams
ranges were covered with vast forests of old growth representing Taiwan, Korea and Manchuria faced off
timber. Abundant camphor trees provided an ingredient against each other and the top Japanese high school teams
that could be extracted for use in the manufacture of at Koshien (甲子園) stadium in Japan.
the newly invented smokeless gunpowder. The fertile
A 2014 movie directed by Taiwan Aboriginal actor,
lower plains and tropical climate offered ideal conditions
Umin Boya (also known by the Chinese name Ma
for agricultural development. Japan saw in Taiwan the
Zhixiang 馬志翔), tells the story of one memorable
potential to become the ‘breadbasket’ to feed its emerging
team. The Chiayi City Agricultural and Forestry Public
empire.
School（嘉義農林學校）had been founded in 1919
To make its new colony succeed, Japan invested to train Taiwan’s farmers in advanced agricultural
heavily in developing infrastructure. Roads, bridges, techniques. Like most high schools in Taiwan, it had
railroads, sawmills and factories were constructed its own baseball team known as ‘Chia Ag’ (嘉農) or
and connected by hundreds of miles of telegraph ‘KANO’ in Japanese pronunciation. The team, first
and telephone lines strung up and down the island. organized in 1928, was a motley crew made up of farm
Dams, canals and sluiceways were built to irrigate the kids from Chinese, Aborigine and Japanese families.
developing crop growing areas.
Unfortunately, like Charlie Brown’s hard luck team, they
had never scored a single point in a game. The KANO
On the human level, schools were built throughout
team was the laughingstock throughout the island. Even
the Island, even in remote mountain villages, to introduce
the KANO school principal was unwilling to provide any
the Japanese education system to the people of Taiwan.
additional funds to help develop the team.
Along with education, the Japanese brought baseball.
The KANO team’s fortunes took a turn for the better
Baseball was first introduced into Japan in 1872
when a new coach arrived and informed the incredulous
when an American named Horace Wilson, who was a
players that they could go all the way to the Koshien
professor of English at Kaisei Academy in Tokyo, began
tournament if they gave it everything they had and
teaching it to his students. Soon after, other Japanese
believed in themselves. The coach drilled the team
students returning from studying in the United States
relentlessly, teaching them discipline and how to play
helped encourage the growth of the sport. The Japanese
aggressively. He identified and developed each player’s
soon took to the game with a passion. By the turn of
strengths and inspired in them a spirit to never give up.
the Twentieth Century teams from six major colleges
Once, when confronting a critic who called the team a
dominated the Japanese leagues. In 1908, American
mongrel bunch, the coach informed him, “The natives
professional All-Star teams began routinely visiting
(Aboriginals) are fleet of foot, the Hans (Chinese) are
Japan for exhibition games with Japanese amateur clubs.
strong batters and the Japanese are good at defense. This
In 1934 Japan invited Connie Mack, manager of the
is a perfect lineup to die for”.
Philadelphia Athletics, to put together a ‘Dream Team’
of the top American players for a barnstorming tour of
80-4
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Confounding everyone’s expectations, the team
won the Taiwan championship title qualifying them
to compete in the 1931 All Japan Tournament. (That
year 631 teams participated at Koshien.) The KANO
team won every elimination game they played making
it into the final, which they came very close to winning
as well. Had their pitcher not been hampered with an
injured throwing hand they might well have won the
championship. Through their heroic efforts, the team won
the respect and plaudits of the crowd. Famed Japanese
novelist and playwright Kikuchi Kan (菊池寬), writing
about the game in the August 22, 1931 edition of the
1715
newspaper, Asahi Shimbun (朝日新聞) said, “I have
absolutely, completely become a defender of the KANO
Move ahead to 1969. Taiwan had been repatriated
team. They are all from different races, all fighting for to the Republic of China at the end of World War II
a common goal while striking such a heroic posture. I as part of the Cairo Conference where Roosevelt,
was moved to tears…”. (author’s translation)
Churchill and Chiang Kai-Shek met on November 27,
1943 to plan the post-war world order. (See Scott ROC
KANO is a ‘feel good’ movie based on a real event.
3032a) In 1969 Taiwan was working hard to develop
The team players returned to Taiwan as heroes. After
economically. There were many obstacles to overcome
graduation they went on to careers in agriculture and
as the government, exhausted after eight years of war
teaching, always active in promoting baseball and
with Japan and the loss of the Chinese Civil War in
helping to make it Taiwan’s national sport.
1949, was struggling to create an environment conducive
The Chiayi Agricultural school later became the to business growth. Just a few years in the future the
National Chiayi Institute of Technology and is now a ‘Taiwan Miracle’ would grab the world’s attention as
part of National Chiayi University (國立嘉義大學). Taiwan became an economic powerhouse.
Throughout the years the school continued to develop
However, in 1969 few people outside of Asia had
improved crop species and turn out graduates who
even heard the name Taiwan. In those days, Taiwan
were highly qualified to implement advanced farming
was known in the West as ‘Formosa’. (The name had
techniques. In the 1960’s a number of ‘Chia Ag’
originally come from the Age of Discovery when
graduates participated in United Nations programs to
passing 16th century Portuguese sailors called out ‘Ilha
improve the lot of poor farmers in Central America and
Formosa’, meaning ‘beautiful island’.)
Africa. (See Scott ROC 1714-15) The efforts of the ‘Chia
Ag’ technicians helped to greatly increase crop yields
In 1969 Taiwan indigenous industries were still
in those nations.
producing and exporting mostly low tech products.
(Taiwan’s single biggest export in 1969 was ‘rubber
shoes’.) However major foreign corporations had already
come to Taiwan, setting up factories to produce high
tech products. Taiwan was a good place for foreign
manufacturers to operate because it offered both a
dedicated workforce and an abundance of well-educated
young engineers to draw upon. Once those Taiwan
educated engineers learned advanced western technology
and production methods, they began to branch off
launching an amazing number of startup companies that
would eventually challenge Japan’s economic supremacy
in Asia. But that was still in the future and few people in
1969 could see that far ahead.
1714
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People in Taiwan did have a very strong sense of
being the heirs to an ancient and great civilization. The
recent century though, had been a hundred years of
downturns, setbacks and humiliations at the hands of
Imperialist powers. Nevertheless, there was a pervasive
restlessness among the younger population in Taiwan
to reassert their cultural legacy. The first major step in
that direction was to come from the most unlikely place
– Little League Baseball.

not possible, but MAAG could solicit donations from its
members. Within a few days, most of the GI’s in Taiwan
had chipped in “to give the kids a chance” and nearly
$4,000 was raised, enough to cover the team’s airfares.

In Williamsburg on August 19th, Taiwan defeated
a Canadian team in the quarter-finals. On the 21st they
defeated the Ohio team to advance to the finals. The
championship matchup was played against the Briarwood
Little League team from Santa Clara, California on
In 1969 the Republic of China on Taiwan joined the August 23rd. The Taichung Golden Dragons totally
Little League International baseball association, holding dominated the game, winning 5-0.
its first national Little League championship. The Chiayi
When the news of the victory was relayed back to
City Datung team won the title and formed an all-star
Taiwan it was received as if they had just conquered the
team, naming it the Taichung Golden Dragons.
world. Newspapers, radio and television stations could
The Taichung Golden Dragons went on to defeat speak of little else. The nation was caught up with a
Guam and Japan to win the Far East Little League soaring sense of pride and baseball fever. Everyone
Baseball tournament. This earned the team the right to felt an emotional uplift and feeling of confidence in the
represent the Far East region at the Little League World future. The team returned home to a hero’s welcome.
Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
The government provided a fleet of Jeeps to carry the
team on a tumultuous victory parade through the streets
Then things hit a snag. At the time not that many
of the capital, Taipei. It was as if a new era had dawned
people in Taiwan were paying much attention to Little
in Taiwan.
League Baseball. The Taichung Golden Dragons’ coach
found himself unable to raise sufficient funding to pay for
Over the next few years, the growth of Taiwan’s
the team’s airplane tickets to the United States. In 1969 economic fortunes seemed inextricably intertwined with
the United States still had diplomatic relations with the the continued success of its Little League teams. As
ROC. The American Military Assistance Advisory Group Taiwan’s economy began to grow by leaps and bounds,
(MAAG) had a presence in Taiwan with troops stationed their Little League teams would win the next 9 of the 12
at bases around the island. In desperation, the Golden championships in which they participated.
Dragon’s coach approached the commander of MAAG
In 1971, the ROC issued a set of three new stamps
in Taiwan to ask if his players might be able to fly in a
depicting scenes from baseball games. (See Scott
military airplane to the US. The coach was told that was
ROC 1720-22) as well as reissuing three older stamps

1721
1720
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with overprints of a pitcher winding up and words
Come 1974, Taiwan teams won the Little, Senior and
commemorating winning the World Championship. Big divisions of the championships. Two new stamps
(Scott 1723-25)
were issued on November 24, hailing the three teams’
unprecedented achievement. (See Scott ROC 1920-21)
On May 20,1972 the ROC issued a set of 9 stamps
with the words “Dignity with Self-Reliance” (莊敬自
These were heady times indeed! Gone was the name
强) reflecting a growing spirit of self-esteem. (See Scott ‘Formosa’ from the western vocabulary. The ubiquitous
ROC 1765-73) Later that year on September 9th four words ‘Made in Taiwan’ had entered the world’s zeitgeist.
stamps from the set were re-issued with overprints of the
baseball pitcher and words celebrating the winning of
twin championships that year. (See Scott ROC# 1787-90)
Please send your comments/criticisms to Dennis
Murphy: chinamurf@yahoo.com
In 1973, Taiwan teams shocked the baseball world
when they scored 57 points in the course of three games
where their pitchers threw 3 no-hitters. On September
9th the ROC issued a pair of stamps marking the winning
of twin Little League championships. (See Scott ROC
1845-46)

1723

1787
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STAMPS TO WATCH OUT FOR
H. James Maxwell
eBay seller crabcock7878 is flooding eBay with
forgeries. Seller wyz** is still manufacturing covers.
He appears to be getting better. Seller wangongggg his
added to his selection of fake covers made with rubber
stamped images of Mao and Cultural Revolution images,
and moved on to fake surcharges and overprints. As of
this writing he has 77 offerings on eBay. Also watch out
80-4

for seller zourian5677 of New York City, who offers
fake Sinkiang perfins, chemically altered stamps, and
other forgeries. currencycoins11 is a new username
for what is probably a longtime seller, as much of his
material looks familiar. eBay seller kcapelli has offered
fake Dowager proofs and other forgeries. Also watch
out for seller 7-65578.
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POSTAL UNIFORMS IN TAIWAN
During the 1980’s, as the Peoples Republic of
China was slowly opening up to the West, many US
corporations began courting the Chinese in the hope of
selling American products to China’s perceived vast,
untapped markets. American companies would begin by
approaching the relevant Chinese bureau or department
that had authority over their area of the economy, such as
oil exploration or agricultural equipment. After a period
of getting to know each other, the US company would
issue an invitation to visit its North American corporate
facilities. The Chinese would, in turn, select and send
a delegation to make a formal visit. To be chosen as a
member of such a delegation was considered a great honor
and privilege. At a time when China had long been closed
off to much of the world, and America in particular, this
represented a rare chance to travel abroad. Moreover,
delegation members would have the opportunity to
purchase foreign goods unobtainable to the average
person in China and take them home to family and friends.
To make such a trip was an event to be greatly coveted
and anticipated.

Had John Deere’s people been better briefed in
advance they would have known that, in China, the
expression “to wear a green hat” (戴綠帽子) means that
a man is a cuckold whose wife is cheating on him.
This possibly explains why the uniforms worn by
Postal carriers in the Republic of China on Taiwan may
be green, but their hats are white.
A set of four stamps issued March 20, 1966,
commemorates the 70th Anniversary of the Chinese
Postal Service. Of that set, Scott Number 1476, a 2 $NT
stamp, depicts a postman wearing a green hat. Thereafter,
beginning with the 1967 Communications issue, Scott
number 1511, all stamps portraying Postal workers have
them wearing white hats. One can only speculate as to
the reasons for the sartorial adjustment.

One such delegation made the journey to the
headquarters of the farm implements manufacturer
John Deere. The John Deere representatives warmly
welcomed their Chinese visitors, taking them on tours
around their corporate facilities while discussing the
company’s long and distinguished history of producing
innovative agricultural products. Testing and quality
control operations were proudly displayed. Live, in the
field, demonstrations of Deere’s farm equipment in action
were performed to impress upon the visitors how China
could greatly enhance its agricultural output through
mechanization. By all reports things went well.

1476

When the time came to say farewells, hands were
shaken and parting gifts were exchanged. One John
Deere official appeared with a bag containing John Deere
caps. (Every farmer in America has a John Deere cap, a
familiar sight in farming states with its bright green color
and prancing deer logo.) The Deere official whipped out
a cap and, with a big smile, plopped it on the head of the
delegation’s leader.
The reaction was immediate. Dead silence pervaded
the scene. A look of either unspeakable horror or a
suppressed smirk froze the faces of the delegation’s
members, with the exception of the group leader. His
expression turned first livid then red with furor. Snatching
the cap from atop his head, he angrily threw it to the
ground.
As for the John Deere group, they stood about in shock
and dismay, hemming, not quite knowing just what to say.
174
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CHINA STAMP SOCIETY 2016 ANNUAL CONVENTION
AT
WORLD STAMPS SHOW NEW YORK 2016
Over fifty CSS members attended NY2016 and 47 came to the Annual Membership Meeting at 1 PM on Saturday
May 28. The picture on the front cover of this issue is some of those that attended.

PRC Show Cancel

Macau Show Cancel

Taiwan Show Cancel

H. James Maxwell answering a question at the meeting
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Robert Jia, George Luzitano and Lan Qing Zhang
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High Satisfaction...

Whether Buying or Selling.

A

s America’s only International Philatelic Auction Company, Kelleher &
Rogers Fine Asian Auctions, Ltd.,
provides access to the growing Asian markets
directly to you. With this Kelleher brand located
in the bustling Wan Chai district of Hong Kong,
the markets of Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai,
Tokyo, Bangkok, Malaysia and the rest of Asia
are available to you now. Why sell locally when
the Global markets provide better competition
and realizations? This is the ultimate opportunity for selling at auction, direct sale, or private
placement within the Asian marketplaces.
Deal with owners who are internationally
acclaimed professional philatelists with over 70
years combined experience.
Consign now or enjoy Outright Sale for
immediate payment or specialized Private Treaty
placement. Liberal advances available.
Call or email us right now to arrange your
consultation. Do contact us today.

Whether buying, selling or consigning,
you will always receive our personal attention. We are just a phone call or e-mail away
and Michael Rogers travels widely for larger
philatelic holdings. He is now our Director of
Acquisitions.

Special Note: We also are vigorous buyers of Coins, Banknotes,
Autographs, Comic Books and All collectibles of value.

The Kelleher & Rogers
firm in Hong Kong is
under the direction of
Laurence Gibson,
Former director of
John Bull Stamp Auctions, Hong Kong, and
a respected authority
on Asian philately. Mr.
Gibson has handled
numerous powerful Japan/China/Asia collections and major rarities over the past 20
years including the Varro Tyler estate .

Malaysia Building, 50 Gloucester Road, 9th Floor, Wan Chai, Hong Kong
Email: stamps@kelleherasia.com
U.S. Offices: 4 Finance Drive, Suite 100, Danbury, CT 06810 USA
203.297.6056 • Fax: 203.297.6059

Website: www.kelleherauctions.com

info@kelleherauctions.com
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WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF STAMP EXHIBITING!
Tom Fortunato
Preface

A Philatelic Elements Shopping List

The following articles appeared in the Junior
Philatelists of America's publication, The Philatelic
Observer, from 1994 to 1997. Exhibiting basics
outlined here are for exhibitors of any age and should
be especially helpful to those who have been tempted
but never actually taken the plunge. Detailed are simple
instructions about getting started and progressing through
local, regional and national competition. While not
everyone is potentially interested in reaching the highest
ranks of the philatelic exhibiting world, the rules which
guide the hobby are fairly consistent at every level. I
hope you will find this information helpful.

Here is a very useful checklist that can serve as a
basis for acquiring material for your exhibit. It will help
you obtain the variety of material you need . Even the
experienced exhibitor can refresh their knowledge by
reviewing these definitions.
Using this checklist will not only enable you to
exhibit your subject with a good variety of material, but
it will also introduce you to some new and challenging
philatelic areas. Later, your checklist can be adapted to
determine which elements you can use. While topical/
thematic exhibits use these elements extensively, all
exhibits show some of them.

Why Exhibit?

Essays are trial designs for a stamp unlike the final
Despite our best efforts, the number of collectors accepted work in some way- major or minor. Oftentimes,
exhibiting at the national level stamp shows around the several designers are asked to send in sketches of their
country seems to be declining. Why is that? Why are proposals. Those not selected remain as essays. In
not you exhibiting? Perhaps you feel that the stamps fact, even the accepted design may become an essay
and philatelic material you have are not good enough if additional changes are made to it before production.
to exhibit. Nothing could be farther from the truth! You Proofs are a test printings of a stamp from an original
may not (and should not) start at a national level show, plate or die.
but at least get started at a local or regional exhibition.
Every exhibitor has to start somewhere and get his or Trial colors are a test of the stamp design printed in
her feet wet! As time passes, you'll find better material different colors to find out which are the best colors to
to replace the more common items you begin with. Be use. Trial colors are types of proofs.
patient, as this does take time!
Specimens are final examples of approved regularly
Perhaps you do not "know the rules." The best place
to start is with a copy of the actual guidelines that the
judges use when giving awards to exhibits. It will give
you an idea of what a judge looks for and what you
should think about, too. Here in the USA, a rules book
obtained through the American Philatelic Society at
www.stamps.org. Few want to enter a world you know
nothing about. Believe me, not everyone has a mentor to
show them the ropes helping to show what to and what
not to do. But there are many experienced exhibitors out
there willing to lend a hand if only asked. This primer on
exhibiting for young or old is meant to at least tempt you
to get started. It's not as hard as you might think. Read on
and see how easy it can really be. You are also welcome
to contact me with your questions and comments.

80-4

issued stamps but without postal validity. At the turn
of the century it was common for countries to issue
specimens as examples for other countries to view
as acceptable and valid stamps. Such would have
"Specimen" overprinted on them, or perforated into
the design to stop people from using them in the mail.
Specimens continue into this day primarily for journalist
use. They are overprinted in a variety of ways.
Printing varieties entail an assortment of possibilities.
Paper varieties are just that- stamps issued on different
paper varieties. Perforation varieties are stamps issues
that through the production process are found with
different perfs. Watermark varieties are symbols in the
stamp paper that can be seen where the paper is slightly
thinner. Sometimes paper having a different watermark
were used to produce stamps, intentionally or not.
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Production formats are important. It's good to show world make meter machines, and their types and history
not only single stamps, but pairs and blocks if they are are fascinating.
significant, including any with special production salvage
When it comes to Covers (envelopes or similar
markings on them.
wrappings which carried mail), those postally used and
Coils are stamps produced for vending machines nonphilatelic in origin are best.
or ease of use.
Censored Covers are mail pieces which were opened for
Booklets are another production format.
inspection. Always look for Auxiliary Markings which
denote special handling, delays, etc. Whenever possible,
Miniature sheets contain multiple stamps mostly
explain the route a cover may have taken from origin to
with the same design.
destination.
Souvenir Sheets are similar to a miniature sheet
A maximum card is a post card bearing a stamp
but imply some form of commemorative inscription in
cancelled on the picture side. Ideally, the stamp used,
the sheet margin.
cancellation and picture post card should all be related
Panes are typically the sheet form found in a post by topic in some way. This is just a short list of the
office. Then there are complete sheets as printed at the possibilities!
printers.
Exhibit Categories
Stamp types include:
This article briefly lists some of the many exhibit
Definitives (used for a prolonged period of time), categories recognized by the American Philatelic Society
and the FIP (International Philatelic Foundation). Once
Commemoratives (having a short usage),
you've decided what you wish to exhibit, find the
Semi-postals (with regular postal value and a category that best suits your intent.
tax for a worthy cause),
Traditional: explores all aspects of a single stamp or
Postage Dues, and Revenues (exclusively to a series of stamps, including essays, proofs, printing
denote a tax paid); and there are more types as well, but methods, configurations (singles, blocks, plate positions,
these are the most common.
etc.), varieties, errors and uses on covers.
Postal stationery items are specially made envelopes, Postal History: deals with covers and the routes and
post cards or letter forms for use in the mail with postal rates used during a particular time period.
value.
Thematic: topical exhibit telling a story through the use
Aerograms are thin paper letter forms used for of worldwide philatelic material covering a variety of
international mail.
elements spanning all eras.
Envelopes and Postal Cards look as you would expect, Postal Stationery: similar to Traditional but focussing
but have a prepaid indicia on them denoting their postal on postal cards, envelopes, aerograms, wrappers and
value. Also in this category are wrappers, commonly other stationery.
used for mailing newspapers and pamphlets.
Aerophilately: everything about airmail stamps, their
Cancellations and Postmarks are found on covers and uses, routes and rates.
other postal documents. Common types are machine,
hand, and pictorial. These explain in what manner they Revenues: stamps, stamped paper, etc. used in any
fashion to collect taxes or revenue.
were applied or their intent.
Backstamps are routing cancellation marks applied
to the reverse of a cover showing where and when a
letter passed through postal handling. Do not overlook
meters. These are common today, especially on bulk
and commercial mailings. Several companies around the
178

Display: exhibits combine philatelic elements from other
divisions with a significant number, range and diversity
of non-philatelic elements to tell a unified, cohesive story.
Youth: a separate category for collectors up to age 21.
A sliding point system is used for determining awards

The China Clipper July 2016

80-4

depending on the division entered and age of the
exhibitor.
One Frame: a display of philatelic material confined to
a complete study within 16 pages.
The Importance of a Title and Plan Page
I've just returned from spending two weeks at Pacific
97 and had just a wonderful time. Of course, I had my
eyes on the exhibits! There were some exceptional
displays, and some which just did not deliver what was
promised. Here's a reminder about the all-important title
and plan page.

1.1 Skating sports
1.1.1 Figure skating
1.1.2 Ice dancing
1.2 Skiing sports
1.2.1 Ski jumping
1.2.2 Cross country
2 Summer Sports
2.1 Team Sports
2.1.1 Baseball
2.1.2 Basketball
2.2 Individual sports
2.2.1 Boxing
2.2.2 Wrestling

The title page is the one page in your exhibit where
you can be as creative as you like, but given a choice
between artwork and a nice philatelic item, put in the
item. Be very specific with the title. It's expected to
have your title prominently displayed in bold lettering,
followed by a brief few sentences of what you will be
showing and why. Never put your name on this page!
Remember that this is the first page of your exhibit, and
leave the best impression possible with it.

It's also a good idea to list the total number of pages
displayed for each subheading as well. Your page
headings will resemble the outline. For example, one of
the page headings should read:

Is there a correct way to number the plan page of
an exhibit? The plan page is one of the most important
pages, detailing for the viewers and the judges what you
are showing. The numbering system used is also to be
followed on your exhibit pages, so a logical sequence is a
must. While there are many ways to do this, one system is
recognized as being the most widely accepted approach.

A better cover is a non-philatelic one, also known as a
commercial cover. These show actual usage of the stamp
on an envelope mailed at the proper postage rate. You
and your family make these up every week with letters
posted to a relative or when a bill is mailed. While these
covers are not as flashy as a FDC, they are much harder
to find covering a specific topic, especially foreign ones.

An example is found below that closely resembles the
numbering system found in the library. Major headings
are followed by one or two smaller subheadings. The
plan page should list these vertically:
The Olympics
1 Winter Sports

You can "top" a singly franked cover with one
showing multiple copies of the stamp you wish to
highlight in a strip or block. Heavier envelopes weighing
more than a regular letter or ones needing special services
like insurance, certification or registration are a good
source for these, or those going overseas. Avoid mixed-

2.1 Team Sports- .2 Basketball
A similar heading should be used throughout the
exhibit, giving it a uniform look. That's all there is to it!

Elements of a Cover... Take a Closer Look!
The plan page (used mostly for topical exhibits)
should look like the chapters of a book. Each chapter
Covers are important to every exhibit. Judges will
is then divided into subcategories on the plan page. For especially reward you for showing unusual covers which
each exhibit page, list the chapter name in the upper left, tell a story, and they need not be expensive.
and the sub-chapter description on the upper right. This
The most commonly found cover is a first day cover
allows the viewers (and judges) a clear understanding
(FDC). You probably have some in your own collection.
of what will be seen below.
Philatelic bureaus, companies and individuals produce
Coming up with these chapters and sub-chapters will them with a design on the left side of an envelope
be a big challenge, but when done well will outline the displaying a design relating to the stamp. This design
whole story of your exhibit from start to finish.
is known as the cachet (pronounced ca-shay) and often
times is quite detailed and colorful. Use them very
Exhibit Plan Page Numbering
sparingly, if at all, in your exhibit.
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franked covers which have too many stamps not of the collectors should also take note, as this adds another
type you are writing about.
element when exhibiting.
Auxiliary markings are great finds on covers, adding
Here are a few examples of what can be found. Give
interest and philatelic elements to your display. Any yourself a challenge and see how many you can locate in
marking applied by a post office falls into this category. A your stamp catalog, but beware, it's going to be tough!
redirected cover has the original mailing address crossed
off and a new one hand written or labeled over by a postal Some Common FAQs (Frequently Asked
Questions)
worker. Be on the lookout, too, for "fingers", markings
that point to the sender's address with comments like
Will judges dock me if I show mostly used stamps
return to sender, undeliverable, etc.
in my exhibit?
Backstamps are postal routing markings found on
Your long term goal is to display either all mint or all
the back of some covers, showing a location where the
used stamps, along with other philatelic items.
mail passed through or its final destination. Registered
covers always have these types of markings and should
Absolute adherence to this rule is expected at national
be noted in your write-up. If multiple backstamps are or international competitions. However, at lower levels,
shown, list them (city and date) in order of their date.
judges will understand if you mix mint and used.
Some very inexpensive stamps are difficult to find in
Do not neglect the cancel on the front of a cover!
mint condition, despite the myth that all mint stamps
It should "tie" the stamp to the envelope. If the stamp
are expensive. As for used stamps, postally used are
missed the cancel, do not bother showing the cover, as
preferred rather than cancelled to order stamps – those
it could easily be faked! Occasionally you can mention
with a printed cancel on them. How important is it to
if the cancel used was done by hand or machine, as
have variety in a thematic/topical exhibit? The best
there are several types of each. Pictorial cancels, almost
exhibits use a great variety of philatelic "elements."
always hand stamped, are easy to recognize because of
Displaying an assortment of items, such as stamps,
their interesting designs.
cancels, covers, postal stationery, booklets, etc. helps to
I hope this brief look at covers will get you to examine show your philatelic knowledge. Once you have these,
them more closely from now on and do not forget to the next challenge is to mix them so that at least two
give them a proper write-up when exhibiting. Some of to three elements appear on each page. The better your
my best finds have come out of dealer's junk boxes and variety, the more points you will score in that category.
Sometimes covers are exhibited with their address
my own mail!
hidden. Why? As exhibitors, we often write away for
Fun With Watermarks
examples of special postmarks, or friends mail them to
us. At one time, exhibitors using covers which had their
Too often we only look at the front of a stamp, totally
own name and address on them were forced to hide them.
neglecting the other side! You may miss entirely the
Judges are never supposed to have any clues as to whose
stamp's watermark, if there is one.
exhibit they are looking at, and it was thought that hiding
Watermarks are older than stamps themselves, used addresses would accomplish this. The "hide" rule is no
first hundreds of years ago as a security measure to longer enforced, but some exhibitors continue to cover
prevent fraud. They are created when the paper itself is their addresses for security reasons.
made. Paper pulp runs under a device called a "dandy
Page Balancing
roll," a cylinder with fine wires around it in a specific
pattern. When dried, the paper is thinner in the sections
Almost everyone including world class exhibitors,
which were depressed in the moist pulp.
can improve on page balance. The ideal exhibit page is
This thinned section leaves a design that can be one that looks symmetrical if "split" in your mind. Here
seen when the stamp is held up to a light or placed in is another simple tests to follow.
a watermark tray with a few drops of watermark fluid.
The "pie" test: Think of each page as a pie cut into
Even well seasoned collectors are unaware of the variety eight equal pieces. Do most pieces have an equal amount
of designs found in the watermarks of the world. Topical
180
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of "filling" (your philatelic items) and "shell/crust" (your
write-up and noncovered page)?

eighth of an inch or so. Always be sure to cut straight!
Glue the colored paper to its position on your page, then
place the mount on top of the colored paper. The result
All of this is much easier said than done and there
will look great against the white page.
are no absolute "right" ways of doing it. But follow these
simple thoughts and you will be well on your way to
By the way, this technique also works well if you
exhibiting like a pro!
hinge used stamps right on the colored paper cut to size.
You can do the same for covers, using corner mounts.
Mounting Your Exhibit
Covers and larger philatelic items pose another problem
for mounting.
One of my biggest pet peeves when judging is the
way exhibits are mounted. Presentation does not count
Large, clear corner mounts work best. You can find
for many points overall, but if done incorrectly it makes these in most photo shops. It's not necessary to use a
a bad first impression.
mount in each corner if you do not want to. If you're
showing the entire cover, put them on opposite corners,
First off, use white or very lightly colored paper. Too
in the upper left and lower right, away from the stamps
strong a color will detract from the stamps and philatelic
and/or postmarks. A glue stick can come in handy, as
items you're showing. It's best to find a heavier grade
these corners are reusable when you redesign a page and
of paper rather than just a 25 pound weight typically
remount the exhibit.
used for copier paper. If you try lighter paper, your
pages will droop from the items placed on the page, so Windowing
I would suggest a 70-90 pound card stock, easily found
in a stationery or office supply shop. You may prefer to
Windowing is a technique used by exhibitors to hide
use pages with ruled quadrille lines or light gray dots on a portion of a cover. Many times you will want to focus
them to assist in mounting. Just make sure that these do the viewer's eye on the stamp and/or postmark, rather
not overpower the overall page appearance.
than a cachet or irrelevant part of an envelope. One of
these three windowing procedures will help you, so give
As an exhibitor, you have several options. For a
them a try! All you need is a cover, a ruler, scissors, a
display of all used stamps, simply use hinges. Should you
pencil and full size sheet of paper to practice on.
have a mix of mint and used stamps, or all mint stamps,
consider using Scott Mounts or a similar product. Stamp
Let's start with a "slit." This is used when you want
mounts are plastic looking foils of various heights, split to show only the right side of a cover. First, measure the
on one side to allow for easy entry of your stamps. They width of your cover. Draw a vertical line equal to the
have adhesive on the reverse so that they can be attached measured width in the center of the paper. Cut along the
to the page. Know that they come in two major types- line and slide the cover through the slit, allowing only
with a black or clear backing.
a portion of the right side of the cover to show through.
A slit is good to use when hiding a cachet, for example.
Most stamp dealers only carry the black version. The
black mounts may look better by "framing" your stamp
Next is a "corner window," which will hide every
in a dark background, but beware! Use the mount with part of the cover except for its upper right corner.
the right height or the "frame" will be top heavy and Measure the length and width of the corner which you
look terrible.
want displayed. Draw those dimensions in the shape
of the letter "L" where you want it on the page, with
Cut these mounts very carefully and straight as well.
the corner in the lower left. Cut the lines and slide the
Whenever possible, use the clear backed mounts instead
cover from behind, exposing only the upper right corner.
of the black variety. They have several advantages. If
Perhaps easiest is a true window. Measure the size of the
you do not have the right sized mounts available, the
opening to be exposed, draw it and cut out the square
clear ones will not look as out of place as the black ones.
or rectangle. Make sure that the opening leaves an even
You also have an option of making your own "frame" margin completely around the highlighted item.
for each mount if you use the right sized mount. Cut a
No matter which technique you use, your cover needs
piece of colored or construction paper (a lighter shade
to be mounted to the page from behind. There's also a
works best) which is slightly larger than the mount by an
chance that your cover will extend beyond the borders of
80-4
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the exhibit page. If so, you will either have to move the method you use, securely wrap the package to survive
window to another part of the page, or fold a portion of the rigors of the USPS or express company.
the cover. In any case, you must plan ahead and practice,
The hardest part is left - waiting for your exhibit to
practice, practice!
return and check out the awards you have won! One
final cautionary note. Unless you have a mentor or have
Sending Your Exhibit Away
exhibited for a while, consider showing only at local or
What do you do after you've prepared an exhibit? regional shows. National shows have higher standards
Hopefully you have a local show to display it at. Whether and expectations.
you do or do not, there are hundreds of local, regional
Judging an Exhibit
and national shows to consider as well.
The first step to take is check show listings in the
various stamp newspapers, magazines and online. Most
give dates, mention if exhibits are included or not, and
a contact person for further information. World Series of
Philately shows are listed on the APS web site. Obtain
an exhibitor's prospectus, which is a listing of the official
rules. Read it carefully. They will all be different. Take
special note of the date an exhibit must be received by the
organizing committee, any special mailing requirements,
and the number of pages per frame.

I will share a few points with you about what a judge
thinks about when looking through an exhibit.
Perhaps it will help you with your own exhibit.
Simply put, exhibiting is "show & tell". You are telling
a story using stamps and philatelic items which must be
clear and concise. There are strict guidelines for judges
and exhibitors at the national and international level
stamp shows in order to obtain the highest possible medal
award. At the local and regional level, the exhibiting
committee is free to set their own rules.

Be aware that putting all exhibit pages into individual
The three most popular exhibiting categories include:
plastic page protectors is usually mandatory. This is a
(a) thematic; (b) postal history; and traditional. Each of
good idea even if you are not exhibiting them! Fill out
these have their own rules and relative point systems,
the application with the required fees by the deadline
but a judge notes common features among them.
and wait for a confirmation letter.
Even though the overall appearance of an exhibit
There is usually a fee charged to exhibitors based
receives relatively few points, it weighs heavily on a
on the number of frames you will show. This cost helps
judge's mind.
pay for a variety of expenses, including the exhibit
frames themselves, security guards, awards and judging
A poor looking exhibit may not do well even though
honoraria. At a national level show, fees are $10 or it has wonderful material. Handwritten lettering, if
more per frame. However, youth exhibit fees are often done neatly, is to be looked on no differently than one
discounted.
which is typed. Fortunately for us computers make the
preparation of good pages much easier. Either way,
Local or regional shows are typically less and
it must be neat, with mounts evenly cut and material
sometimes free. Frame fees are requested at the time
pleasingly displayed.
you submit the application. If a show fills all of their
frames and cannot accept your exhibit, your money will
Keep the text brief. Avoid long paragraphs. The
be refunded. You will also be required to pay all postage text must relate directly to the material being shown.
costs to send and receive back you exhibit.
For example, you can not talk about a baseball umpire
without showing one on a stamp, cancel or cover.
What is the best way to wrap an exhibit up for
Separate the story text from the philatelic text. Many
mailing? Here you have several options. I store my
exhibitors do this by putting the story text above and the
exhibits in a three-ring binder and will often mail the
stamp description below the item being shown.
binder and all in a very sturdy box. If you prefer, find
a box or cardboard envelope that allows your pages
You will pick up extra points by using unusual, diverse
and page protectors to fit snugly inside without moving material and demonstrating your philatelic knowledge
around. You should include a return address label and about it. No judge can or could ever "know it all", but
return postage as well, unless the show committee I enjoy seeing an exhibit that tells me something new
requested payment for this instead. No matter which or gives me a new viewpoint on a familiar subject. An
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exhibit must show a logical sequence with a beginning,
Arrangement refers to the layout of each page and
middle and end. The categories should be evenly divided the "look" when all the pages are put together. A good
if possible. The scope of the exhibit should be clearly example is if your exhibit contains only two or three
defined in your title page.
covers. Mix them up! Do not put them on the same page,
nor on adjacent pages when possible. This is one of the
Avoid too broad a topic, like "animals". Instead, try
greatest challenges for an exhibitor.
picking a particular animal to explore in depth.
Setting-off of philatelic material is an often misFinally, all judges would love to talk to you at the
understood category. The stars of any exhibit should
stamp show about your exhibit, but remember, since you
be the stamps, covers and other philatelic material. The
can not always be there, the exhibit must do the talking
material you select to show should speak for themselves.
for you.
You should always strive for clarity and pertinence of
A Look at a Judge's Scoring Sheet
text. Many judges have used the term "telegraphed" when
referring to text. This just means to make your statements
Let's look at a judge's score sheet for topical/thematic
non-wordy, brief, and concise. Most beginning exhibitors
exhibits. The score sheet has three major sections: General
have a tendency to be too wordy with the descriptive text
Impressions of the collection, Thematic Treatment, and
in their exhibits.
Philatelic Material & Knowledge. Other exhibit types
(postal history, etc.) have similar breakdowns but weigh
General impressions include mounting of materials
each section differently.
and general eye appeal. Mount your material with clear
mounts, which are preferred by most exhibitors and
General Impression means just that. The judge will
judges. They may be outlined in black, neatly, with a
overview your entire exhibit for the following items:
uniformly-sized border. The size of the mounts you use is
title page, plan of exhibit, subdivisions and arrangement
very important. They can be trimmed to meet your needs.
of philatelic material, the setting-off of stamps and
philatelic material, neat, clear and brief text, mounting
Do not make them over-sized. Eye appeal means
and general eye appeal.
exactly that! You'll want to design page layouts with
individuality. Try to avoid them all looking the same.
The Title Page must be the first page in your exhibit
and it must clearly state what your exhibit is all about. A The Judging Critique
good tip is to do your title page last even if you have a
title in mind. The title page is often the most fun because
A "critique" is the philatelic term describing the
you can use artwork, greeting cards, postcard pictures, process of reviewing an exhibit, either in person or by
computer graphics, almost anything goes; and as a set mail. As an exhibitor, this is a vital way to learn how
rule this is the only page which allows non-philatelic to improve your display. "In person" critiques are best.
creativity.
If you exhibit at a regional or national show, a formal
judges' critique is almost always scheduled. This is your
The Plan of the exhibit is often where beginners
opportunity first-hand to hear from the judges why they
become confused by judges notes and comments on their
gave you the award level you received. It takes place in
sheets. The plan is merely an outline and as you begin
a meeting room away from the frames.
to develop as an exhibitor you will include a plan page
as the second page in your exhibit. This outline, used as
The jury chairman starts off with a few words
a reference tool, makes it much easier to subdivide and about the show's exhibits as a whole and then invites
arrange your philatelic material.
exhibitors to ask about their own presentation, starting
with the lower level awards. Often, certain judges are
Next is the Subdivision and arrangement of stamps
assigned specific exhibits to comment on, spending 3-4
and philatelic material. Each page of a thematic exhibit
minutes on each, then allowing other judges to add their
should have a well rounded mixture of philatelic
observations. Many times judges will also offer to visit
elements: stamps, covers, cancels, maximum cards,
with you afterwards at the frames to give you additional
souvenir sheets, postal stationery, meters, etc. Exhibitors
tips for improvements.
should try to have at least two if not three elements on
a page. More than this would be ideal.
80-4
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Whether you attend in person or not, a written critique
also will be sent to you after a show. It breaks down the
exhibit into categories such as presentation, material
used, philatelic knowledge, and the like. Each will be
scored using a point system, with written suggestions to
help you. This will not be an in depth review, but general
guidelines to help you overall.

way that you just have to fit into the exhibit somehow.
Time to make changes!
It is a never ending process. As you graduate to higher
levels of competition, the rules become more restrictive.

Material acceptable at a local show, for example,
may be (and often is) considered improper at regional,
national and international ranks. The same goes for any
A "critique by mail" is another option. You send
personal drawings and artwork, or any non-philatelic
a "judge" photocopies of your exhibit pages, either in
items, like picture post cards, etc. These are strictly taboo.
whole or selected portions. This person will write ideas
Remember, this is supposed to be a philatelic exhibit!
and comments on each page, mailing them back to you.
Just remember, every judge has their own opinion. You
You can follow the general guidelines mentioned in
make the final decision as to whether or not to follow this article. Always strive for showing exclusively mint
his or her advice.
or used stamps in the exhibit. Yes, this can get expensive,
but it is financially easier a little at a time. Do not forget
Awards
that it also takes time to find what you are looking for.
What awards can you expect to win when you No one dealer will have everything you need and many
exhibit? While there are standard award levels, special surprises will come your way.
Replace colorful first day covers with commercial
usages.
While they will not look as pretty, they are
National level shows have five basic award levels.
From highest to lowest, they are: Gold, Vermeil, Silver, appreciated more and add to difficulty of acquisition.
Silver-Bronze and Bronze. Local and regional shows Mount your material with clear mounts and avoid the
usually leave out the "middle" ones, opting for Gold, black backed kind.
Silver and Bronze. Sometimes these are termed First,
When possible, keep the text of your exhibit as short
Second and Third place instead.
as necessary to get your point across. Always use a wide
A variety of societies also offer specialty awards. variety of philatelic materials, mixing them up on each
Here are just a few of them specifically for those under page. This process can go on for years.
youth awards are available from a number of sources.

age 21. Each has their own requirements, and it is
What sets the national and international exhibits
advisable to inquire about specifics.
apart at all levels is the depth and development shown.
American Topical Association - American Topical Rarer material is expected to be displayed. What might
Ass'n, PO Box 8, Carterville, IL 62918-0008 www. have started off as being a single frame exhibit of 16
pages is expected to be at least 3-10 frames at nationals
americantopicalassn.org
and 5-8 frames at internationals. The exhibitor should
have received a lot of help from experienced philatelist
A Stamp Exhibit Evolves
in determining appropriate material and had the flow
Have you heard the classic joke, "How do you get structure critiqued many times as well.
to Carnegie Hall?" The answer is, "practice, practice,
No matter what level you are exhibiting at now, or if
practice."
you are just starting to get your feet wet, it will expand
So it is with exhibiting.
your knowledge of all aspects of philately. And best of
all, it is fun! So remember, "practice makes perfect"
When you start thinking about an exhibit, you
when exhibiting!
probably have some thoughts of what you want to show,
what will go on each page and the general flow of the
story line. The tough part comes after you have put it
all together and shown it for the first time. Your friends,
relatives or the judges will all have suggestions on ways
to improve it. Then additional material will come your
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NEW ISSUES OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA (TAIWAN), HONG KONG, AND MACAU
William S. Wise
The Republic of China (Taiwan)
Ancient Chinese Paintings from the National
Palace Museum

NT$25. “Tasting Tea” is a hanging scroll by Wen
Zhengming from the Ming dynasty. “This painting
shows friends drinking tea before expected rainfall. In
an elegant thatched hut, two figures chat while drinking
tea. Outside, a figure is coming across a bridge. The
painting is a charming representation of how the literati
would gather to have tea.” (Chungwa Post).

Chunghwa Post selected another set of paintings from
the National Palace Museum, to celebrate the nation’s
historical artifacts, as well as ancient customs and
techniques. The paintings upon which these stamps were
The three stamps, issued on May 5, 2016, are 30 x
designed illustrate the beauty in making and enjoying 50 mm with 12½ x 13 perfs, and were printed by offset
tea in ancient China.
methods on phosphorescent paper by China Color
Printing Co., Ltd., Taiwan.
Painting and Calligraphy on the Fan
The hand-held fan, which started out as a useful
tool, became an object of art, when the literati of ancient
times started inscribing poetry or paintings on the fan.
With a wide arc that tapers down to a point, foldable
fans make an excellent and unique medium for creative
composition.
The NT$5 stamp design is based on the hanging
scroll, “Tea Grinding” by Liu Songnian from the Song
dynasty. “The stamp takes a portion of the left side of
the painting, which captures how tea was made in the
Song dynasty. One handmills tea into powder, with a tea
ladle and a brush close at hand. Another holds a cup in
his left hand as he pours tea from a teapot with his right
hand. In front of the table there is a stove, its fire lit, with
a handled pot of water boiling on top of it.”
NT$15. “Lu Tong Brewing Tea” is a hanging scroll
by Qian Xuan from the late Song dynasty. “The use of
reddish clay Yixing teapots to brew tea, as shown in the
painting, later came into vogue in the middle of the Ming
dynasty. One person is tending the flames of the stove,
where water is being boiled in a single-handled pot. To
the side is a double-leveled reddish clay handled pot.
The central figure in white clothing is the Tang dynasty
poet Lu Tong. By his side are a three-legged reddish
clay teapot, a white ceramic tea bowl, a red lacquered
tea-bowl stand, and some books. The painting presents
a classic scene of hermit scholars gathering to discuss
literature over tea.”
80-4

To illustrate this aspect of Chinese culture, Chungwa
Post issued two souvenir sheets on January 13, 2016,
featuring a work written in running-cursive script on a
fan-covering by Wen Zhengming of the Ming dynasty.
The fan is a prized exhibit of the National Museum of
History in Taipei. Wen was a prominent painter and
calligrapher. His signature penmanship includes the
small regular script and running script. This particular
piece is a seven-character regulated verse (qilü).
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The design of the stamp shown on these souvenir
sheets is fan-shaped and denominated at NT$25 and
NT$80. To add philatelic interest, the NT$80 stamp is
printed on paper with bamboo chips. (Only the paper
souvenir sheet is shown here.)

Castiglione was introduced to New Issues readers in
the January 2016 issue of The China Clipper, in which
it was mentioned that he blended Western and Chinese
techniques, to produce particularly pleasing paintings of
flowers, birds, and animals. The paintings in this series
feature recognizable flowers and birds richly detailed
Each sheet is 102 x 68 mm with a fan-shaped
in well balanced compositions. The titles for the stamps
perforated stamp 81 mm wide and 42 mm high. The
are: "Tree Peonies" (NT$5), "Peach Blossoms" (NT$5),
stamp perforations are 13¼ on the top arc, 13½ and the
"Herbaceous Peonies" (NT$7), "Flowering Crab Apple
bottom arc and sides. The sheets were printed by offset
and Magnolia Blossoms" (NT$9), "Corn Poppies and
methods on phosphorescent paper by Cartor Security
Fringed Iris" (NT$10), "Yellow Prickly Roses and
Printing, France.
Peonies" (NT$10), "Carnations" (NT$12) and "Cherries
and Grosbeaks" (NT$12). The works are beautifully
Ancient Chinese Paintings from the National
colored and innovative in terms of their techniques and
Palace Museum, Giuseppe Castiglione
compositions.
In order to publicize the beauty of classical Chinese
Each stamp is 30 x 40 mm with 13½ x 12½ perfs. The
art, Chunghwa Post has selected works of Giuseppe
set,
designed by Tseng Kai-chih, was printed by offset
Castiglione for a series of two stamps sets: "Immortal
Blossoms of an Eternal Spring." The series will have a methods on phosphorescent paper by Cardon Enerprise
total of 16 stamps, eight in each set. This first set was Co., Ltd., Taipei.
issued on March 29, 2016.
The People’s Republic of China
36th Best Stamp Popularity Poll
Each year I anticipate the results of the poll that
the China National Philatelic Corporation conducts of
the readers of Jiyou (the Chinese national magazine,
Philately) to determine the most popular stamp or stamp
set issued during the previous year. By early April the
results of the pole are posted on the China Post web
site (cpi.com.cn). This year the following awards were
presented at a ceremony held in Guiyang, Guizhou
Provence on April 25, 2016:
Best Stamp Award: "Chinese People's Anti-Japanese
War and the World Anti-Fascist War seventieth
anniversary of the victory" set number 2015-20.
Designed by Li Chen, and printed by the Beijing Stamp
Printing Works. See China Clipper, 2015, v. 80, p. 7-8.
Excellent Stamp Award: "The Yellow River" set
number 2015-19. Designed by Yuan Jia, and printed
Beijing Stamp Factory. See China Clipper, 2015, v. 80,
p. 9.
Excellent Stamp Award: "Twenty-four solar terms
(I)" Set number 2015-4. Designed by Liu Jingui and
Wang Huming, and printed by Beijing Stamp Factory.
See China Clipper, 2015, v. 79, p. 138.

Giuseppe Castiglione was an Italian who came
Best Design Award: "Four Forms of Chinese Poetry"
to China in 1715 as a missionary. He parleyed his
Set
number 2015-27. Designed by Feng Yuan, and
talents as a painter to gain an appointment to the court.
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printed by Henan Posts printing. See China Clipper,
2015, v. 80, p. 61.

The second part of “Ancient Town of China town" issues

To promote Chinese tourism, a second set of special
Best Printing Award: "Qiantang River tide" Set stamps “Ancient Chinese Towns” was issued on May 19,
number 2015-13. Designed by Ma Feida, and printed 2016. The first set of eight stamps (2013-12) was issued
Henan Posts printing. See China Clipper, 2015, v. 79, on May 19, 2013.
p. 229-230.
Definitive stamp set "Beautiful China" (R32, part 2)

Each of the “towns” is a small portion of preserved
buildings, some with gates or bridges, presently within
The first part of this set of definitive stamps was a modern city. They each have a long history, significant
issued in May of the 2013 (six stamps, Sc# 4108-4113, architecture, and historical and cultural significance in
see The China Clipper, v. 77, no. 6, p, 223). This second China. However, none are among the usual foreign tourist
destinations, and therefore, the purpose of this set of
part of four stamps was issued on May 12, 2016.
stamps is to bring them to the attention of local tourists.
The scenes depicted are: 40 fen, Mudanjiang Snow
(6-1) Jiangyan Qintong town is located within the
Village, situated in southeastern Heilongjiang Province,
city
of Taizhou in central Jiangsu.
southeast of Harbin; 1 yuan, Xingyi Wanfenglin (Forest
of Ten Thousand Peaks) in Guizhou Province; 2 yuan,
Shahu Lake, Shizuishan City, Ningxia Province; and 4.2
yuan Xixi National Wetland Park, Hangzhou, Zhejiang
Province.
Like in the first set, several anti-counterfeiting
techniques have been used in the stamp design and
printing. For example, in the center of the bottom edge
the name of the locality is written in Chinese microcharacters. In the stroke in the lower right corner is
printed “Meilizhongguo”, meaning “Beautiful China”
in pinyin spelling.
The four stamps are 40 x 30 mm with 13 perfs.,
and full sheets of each contain 25 stamps. The designer
for the full set is Ma Li Hang, and photographers are
Chen Huizhong, Zhao Zhiyang, Yezhao Xiang, Kushiro
Steamboat. Printing was by photogravure at the Beijing
Stamp Factory.

80-4

(6-2) Hong’an Qiliping town is south of the Dabie
Mountains in Hubei and Henan provinces. Because it
was the source of the famous Huangma Uprising, and
was the birthplace of the Fourth Red Army, it known as
a national red tourism town.
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(6-3) Qingyan town, located in the back country of
Titles for the stamps are, (3-1) Land so rich in
the central Guizhou, has a history of more than 600 years. beauty, (3-2) Ink lotus, (ink splash method), (3-3) Yellow
Mountain Renzi Waterfall. Each stamp is 40 x 50 mm
with 13 perfs., and is printed as a block of four on a
decorated sheetlet (125 x 160 mm) with a short biography
of Liu Haisu in Chinese. All stamps were designed by Shi
Yuan, but each was printed at a different printing plant (31) at Liaoning Provincial Shenyang Post Printing Works,
(3-2) at the Beijing Postage Stamp Printing Works, and
(3-3) at Henan Provincial Post Printing Works.

(6-4) Zhujiajiao town is in the Qingpu District of the
western suburbs of Shanghai. Zhujiajiao is an ancient
water town well-known throughout the country, with a
history of more than 1700 years.
(6-5) Sanhe is in Feixi County, south-central Anhui
Province. Its name, meaning three rivers, is one of the
nationally designated historical and cultural towns.
(6-6) Huang Yao, Zhaoping County, in the northeast
Guangxi Province. The 1000-year old town is known for
its Lingnan architectural style.
Each stamp is 50 x 30 mm with 13 syncopated perfs.
The stamps are each sold in sheets of 25 and on two minisheets each with three pairs of values. The set, designed
by Zhang Hongbin chih, was printed by offset methods
by the Beijing Postage Printing Works.
Selected Artworks by Liu Haisu
Song Ci -- Founding Father of Forensic
Science in China
Liu Haisu (1896-1994) was a modern Chinese painter
and teacher who combined traditional Chinese painting
Song Ci (1186–1249) was a forensic medical expert,
methods with European techniques, especially those
much
like a modern-day coroner, during the Southern
of van Gogh and Cézanne, and promoted this style as
a model for revolutionizing art education in China. He Song Dynasty. His book Collected Cases of Injustice
played a prominent role in the world of Chinese fine art Rectified, written in 1235, became a handbook for
Chinese coroners.
for nearly seven decades.
During most of early China criminal cases were
The stamp set was issued on March 16, 2016 a few
handled
by a magistrate, governing small towns
days before the new Liu Haisu Art Museum was set to
open in western Shanghai (see the web site: arts.cultural- or districts. These magistrates acted as criminal
investigators, prosecutors, and judge, and depended
china.com/en/77Arts4544.html).
on a medical expert, acting like a coroner to provide
evidence. Most cases were resolved using circumstantial
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evidence and coerced confessions. Song’s book provided
“When it comes to the unique local conditions and
a scientific basis for collecting evidence, and became as customs of Macao, where should I start? When I was a
handbook for later coroners. It has also been translated teenager, I was already enchanted by it. With the simple
into other languages for use elsewhere.
mind, greedy eyes along with plain painting tools, I
enthusiastically went through every big street and small
alley, mountain and shore.
What I like the most is the sunny day after the rain,
when I can run towards the embankment to look for the
sunshine. Moreover, breathing the moisture sea breeze
is always the upmost enjoyment for me.
If I get to the Octagon Pavilion located at Nam Van
at daybreak, I am surrounded by the lush green trees,
while the church steeple appears among the tree branches
Two commemorative stamps were issued on April is shining to the pale white sky far away. By that time,
13, 2016, one showing a portrait of Song and the other visitors on the tricycle are already having their relaxing
showing him apparently overlooking the preparation of sightseeing.
his book. The stamps are 33 x 44 mm with 13½ perfs.,
and were designed by Fan Zeng. The printing was by
offset methods at the Henan Provincial Post Printing
Works.
Macau
Macau as seen by Chan Chi Vai
A particularly attractive set of four special stamps
with a souvenir sheet was issued by Macau Post on
April 28, 2016, featuring the art work of Chan Chi Vai,
a modern artist living in Macau.
The breeze and rain from the ocean together with the
small city by the seaside are the perfect match. Chapel
of Our Lady of Penha is the silhouette of the sunset; the
former Governor's Palace opens both arms to embrace
the bay with the rising sun from the East. After hundreds
of year, it is still relentlessly greeting the guests.
I always look from bottom to top. St. Lawrence’s
Church is like a decrepit Catholic father, which stands
among the flowers and woodland at the high barrier,
waving to the passer-by. However, here is very quiet
indeed. When the bell is rung, it sounds melodiously
and distinctly clear, therefore, the area is called “Fung
Shun Tong”.

Thoughts by the artist (and stamp designer)
concerning these works are on the Maucau Post website
As time flies for decades, magic came to this small
(macaupost.gov.mo), and are reproduced here to give the
city, and it has made an incredible transformation
reader the cultural background of the set.
instantly. The splendors of this gambling city, with
haughtiness in the world, distributes a glorious glamour;
80-4
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the sky is filled with neon lights, the magnificent star while the archway at the top is the Memorial Archway
avenues, the amazing shimmering water, crowded with of Ancient Dongguan Dock in Yangzhou.
people everywhere.
The sheetlet is 140 x 90 mm, and the HK$10 stamp
Fishermen singing the songs at sunset; the shadows 38½ x 50½ mm with 14 syncopated perfs. Printing was
of returning sailboats; the shallows with low tides, and by lithography and embossing on security paper in the
the fishing nets by the seawall. These are what people Netherlands.
admire and appreciate, but since they are used to seeing
these familiar sights they pay no attention to them. Not Public Architecture in Hong Kong
until the landscape has gone, people then sign with
Hongkong Post issued a set of special stamps on
regret that the historical trace is silently washed away
March 31, 2016 publicizing Public Architecture in Hong
by the time. The scenery in the old days of this small
Kong featuring the unique designs and uses of six awardcity can only be recalled through the works of painters,
winning buildings. The following descriptions were taken
awakening people to value the cultural treasures that are
from Hongkong Post website (hongkongpoststamps.hk/
left behind by the ancestors.” Chan Chi Vai; Translation:
eng).
NTC Communication & Translation Services.
Each stamp is 40 x 30 mm with 14 x 13¼ perfs. The
souvenir sheet is 138 x 90 mm, and contains a 60 x 40 mm
12 pcts stamp with 13¼ x 14 perfs. The set, designed by
Chan Chi Vai, was printed by offset methods on security
paper with fluorescent fibers in The Netherlands.
Hong Kong
World Heritage in China Series No.5. The Grand
Canal
For the past four years Hongkong Post has issued
a souvenir sheet featuring one of the World Heritage
sites of China. (Last year the sheet honored the Honghe
Rice Terraces, China Clipper, v. 79, p. 231.) The present
issue, the World Heritage in China Series No. 5 souvenir
sheet, features the Grand Canal. Inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2014, the Grand Canal includes the
Sui-Tang Grand Canal, Beijing-Hangzhou Canal and
Zhedong Canal, which pass through central and eastern
China. The entire Grand Canal consists of 27 sections
with a total length of 630 miles (1010 km). In the 7th
century the ruler of the Sui Dynasty first conceived of
the Grand Canal as an inland transportation system for
conveying grain and strategic raw materials. Today parts
HK$1.70 – Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defense
of the Grand Canal are still used.
The museum, converted from the Lei Yue Mun Fort,
The sheetlet was designed by Michael Miller YU in affords visitors a glimpse of Hong Kong’s coastal defense
the style of Chinese ink wash painting, showing a view history. A tensile fabric canopy is stretched over an open
of the Grand Canal in winter snow. The three-arched courtyard, while the entrance to the redoubt has been
stone bridge in the center is the iconic Gongchen Bridge restored to its original form with a new footbridge over
at the end of the Beijing-Hangzhou Canal in Hangzhou, the defense ditch. The silhouette on the stamp depicts a
25-Pounder Mark II Field Gun displayed in the museum.
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HK$2.20 – Victoria Park Swimming Pool. The
design concept was inspired by water ripples, which
were manifested on the exterior of the complex. The
curvilinear glass façade increases the transparency of
the building and is crafted to reinforce the motif of
water ripples. The silhouette of a swimmer on the stamp
highlights the main function of the building.

The set of six stamps, designed by Collin Tillyer,
were issued singly in panes of 25 and in the souvenir
sheetlet (158 x 87 mm), shown here. Each stamp is 48
x 30 mm with 13½ x 13¼ syncopated perfs and has a
fluorescent bar along the right side. They were printed
on paper with security fibers, by lithography with glossy
varnishing.

HK$2.90 – Sai Kung Waterfront Park. The waterfront
park involves conversion of an existing park in a prime
location in Sai Kung Town into a place with a Volcano
Discovery Center, alfresco dining areas, a chess garden
IN MEMORIAM
and sitting-out areas. In particular, the timber deck at
the feature pool and the sculptures in the form of folded
boats made from newspapers tell the history of Sai Kung.
John Tsang, the owner of Unitric Philatelic Company
The silhouette on the stamp portrays a family enjoying
auction house of Hong Kong, passed away on May 6.
their visit.
He has been a significant presence in the Hong Kong
HK$3.10 – Ping Shan Tin Shui Wai Leisure and
Cultural Building. The simple design of the building philatelic scene for most of the past 40 years. John's death
cultivates a style of tradition fusing with modernity. was due to prostate cancer. He was 76. Miranda will
The five-story indoor swimming pool and sports center
is basically orientated inwards, while the eight-story complete Auction No. 71 this September and that will
library is orientated outwards with a glass curtain wall be the last Unitric auction. John will be dearly missed.
for a wider view. Visually independent of the building,
the library features an inter-connected atrium, courtyards
and a roof terrace across various levels to allow natural
light to reach the lower floors. The silhouette on the
stamp shows a citizen reading in the library.
$3.70 – Hong Kong Wetland Park. Blended into
the natural setting of the surrounding environment,
the structures of the Visitor Centre of the Hong Kong
Wetland Park are mainly built in fair face concrete,
with a purposely designed landscape roof, and timber
louvres providing multiple layers of shade. The Wetland
Discovery Centre and three Bird Hides are situated
in the outdoor Wetland Reserve. A birdwatcher using
binoculars appears in silhouette on the front of the stamp.
$5 – Electrical and Mechanical Services Department
Headquarters. The headquarters have been converted
from the former Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminal 2
building in Kowloon Bay. The existing external walls
of the main elevations have been transformed into
“environmental façades” with ventilated double-layered
curtain walls for the upper floors and metal sunshades
for the lower floors. At the top, a rooftop viewing gallery
rises from a sea of photovoltaic panels. The silhouette on
the stamp depicts the Electrical and Mechanical Services
Department’s logo.
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Kelleher’s

World Renowned Public Auctions Since 1885

• Online Auctions

•

Many Personalized Services

Sell or Consign NOW in a Strong and
Very Active International Market.
Our offices in the U.S., Hong Kong & London assure
unprecedented worldwide reach.

• The only truly international American owned philatelic auction house with offices on
three continents.
• We will visit you in your home or office for a free market value confidential consultation.
• Constantly achieving record realizations.
• Advertising and marketing budget well into six figures.
• Detailed and informative Auction descriptions and lot size that maximize realizations.
• Single owner catalogs available with the only in-house printing facilities in the industry.
• Deal directly with owners who are internationally acclaimed professional philatelists
with 60 years combined experience.
• Outright sale for immediate payment, private treaty placement or auction consignment.
Liberal advances available.
• Call us now to arrange your consultation—no obligation.
• Find out now what your collection is truly worth.

Our Firm
Commitment to You:

Consign to our auctions—
or sell to us outright—your
monetary return will be
consistently maximized.

Malaysia Building, 50 Gloucester Road, 9th Floor,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong
stamps@kelleherasia.com

Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions
America’s Oldest Philatelic Auction House • Established 1885

4 Finance Drive, Suite 100 • Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203.297.6056 • Toll Free: 877.316.2895 • Fax: 203.297.6059

Email: info@kelleherauctions.com

www.kelleherauctions.com
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布約翰郵票拍賣有限公司
Whether buying or selling, John Bull is
always your premier resource.
Since 1977, we have built and maintained our unique
lately. Our public auctions emphasize all China, plus
Hong Kong and Asian countries like classical Japan,
Korea, Thailand. We are the best place for you to sell or
consign. Call us.
本公司自一九七七年成立至今，一直在香港業界保持領
先地位。尤以中國、香港、早期日本、韓國及泰國郵品
拍賣成績彪炳。歡迎委托代拍郵品。

Address: 7/F, Kwong Fat Hong Building, 1 Rumsey Street, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong

香港上環林士街1號廣發行大廈7樓全層
Tel : 852-2890 5767 Fax : 852-2576 5110
Email : info@jbull.com
www. jbull.com
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The Shanghai Local Post was founded on July 13, 1863 and its postal agencies were set up in various Treaty
Ports. The Local Posts were established in the Treaty Ports of Amoy, Foochow, Chefoo, Chinkiang, Chungking,
Ichang, Hankow, Kewkiang, Nanking, Wuhu, etc. and issued stamps between January 1893 and September 1896.
After establishment of the Imperial Chinese Post on February 2, 1897, the postal services of all the Treaty Ports
were consequently merged with the Imperial Chinese Post.
This book “The Shanghai Postal System: Stamps and Postal History of the Other Treaty Ports” covers the
ten Local Posts of the treaty ports, as well as the Hainan Land Post and the Wei Hai Wei Courier Post. The essay
designs, trial proofs, issued stamps, variety stamps, and the postal history with earliest and latest recorded dates,
rare combination covers with Foreign Posts and Imperial Chinese Post are shown on 860 exhibit pages. This
book, written in Chinese and English by Fortune Wang of Kaohsiung, Taiwan, is the ultimate reference book for
all discerning collectors of the Shanghai Local Postal System. The deluxe edition, printed in full color, comprises
1,180 pages in four volumes with a slipcase, and will sell to member for $90, plus $8.95 postage within the U.S.
The shipping weight is approximately 12 pounds.
We are taking pre-publication orders. It is planned to be available for shipping in the U.S. by September 2016.
The international postage will be determined once we know the exact weight.
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PRESS RELEASE
The Royal Philatelic Society London
41 Devonshire Place
London W1G 6JY
adminmanager@rpsl.org.uk
www.rpsl.org.uk
MAJOR PHILATELIC LIBRARY TO BE AVAILABLE ONLINE
The major philatelic library built up by the 26th Earl of Crawford is to be made available online at www.globalphilateliclibrary.org from 30 May (subject to some copyright constraints).
The Crawford Philatelic Library comprises over 1.3 million pages and represents around 95% of the world’s
published philatelic knowledge at the time it was created.
When the 26th Earl of Crawford died in 1913 he left his magnificent philatelic library to the British nation. It
has been carefully kept and conserved ever since by the British Library in London, where it is available for
researchers in the Reading Room.
Thanks to creative thinking and IT development by staff at the British Library and volunteers from The Royal
Philatelic Society London, a project to digitise every page of every volume is now well advanced. The work has
been aided by funding from the British Library, the former British Philatelic Trust, the Philatelic Fund and The
Royal Philatelic Society London.
More details of this project were given by David Beech MBE FRPSL, in a supplement published with the
March edition of The London Philatelist, journal of The Royal Philatelic Society London. The text can be downloaded from the Global Philatelic Library website.

ASIA PHILATELICS
Extensive Asia and World Wide Stock
New Issues from ROC, (Taiwan), Peoples Republic of China,
Japan, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, Thailand, South Korea, North Korea, and Ireland.
Price Lists and Want Lists upon request.

Richard Clever: richard@asiaphilatelics.com
Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com
Phone: 408-238-0893 Fax: 408-238-2539
Box 730993, San Jose CA 95173-0993
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The World’s Leading Auctioneers
for China & Hong Kong
Highlights from our Upcoming June 26 - 29 Auction

APS Apr 2016.indd 1
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AVAILABLE ON THE WEB SITE OR FROM RICH BOYD.

A four volume set

A three volume set
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YOUR VALUES PRESENTED
ALL AROUND THE WORLD
we are always looking for
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

rare stamps worldwide
covers before 1950 of all areas
specialized collections
thematic collections - all topics
picture postcards
complete estates
all types of coins
banknotes and paper money
large accumulations and dealer stocks

Upcoming Auction
October 10 - 15, 2016
Closing date for consignments:
August 10, 2016
www.auktionen-gaertner.de

take advantage of
•
•
•
•
•

international public auctions 3 times a year
discreet & high-quality advice from our experts
free appraisals
prompt and reliable processing
free pick-up service at your home for
large consignments
• internationally distributed auction catalogues
• reasonable consignment fees with no hidden costs
(„ﬂat-fee all inclusive“)
• huge international customer base
(over 138,000 collectors and dealers)

Consign or sell now!

China Clipper 4/2016

CONSIGNMENT & OUTRIGHT PURCHASE
AT ANY TIME * Finder´s fee for agents guaranteed
Our associated company partners based in the
United States can always visit you personally.

Just give us a call:
+49-(0)7142-789400
Or contact us by mail:
info@auktionen-gaertner.de

Auktionshaus Christoph Gärtner
Steinbeisstr. 6+8 | 74321 Bietigheim-Bissingen, Germany | Tel. +49-(0)7142-789400
Fax. +49-(0)7142-789410 | info@auktionen-gaertner.de | www.auktionen-gaertner.de
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